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Liturgy for Sunday, February 20, 2022 
 

Welcome  (Nick Murray) 
 
 
Time of Silent Reflection 
 
 
Call to Worship   
 

1The LORD says to my Lord: 
 “Sit at my right hand, 
until I make your enemies your footstool.” 
2The LORD sends forth from Zion 
 your mighty scepter. 
 Rule in the midst of your enemies! 
3Your people will offer themselves freely 
 on the day of your power, 
 in holy garments; 
from the womb of the morning, 
 the dew of your youth will be yours. 
4The LORD has sworn 
 and will not change his mind, 
“You are a priest forever 
 after the order of Melchizedek.” (Psalm 110:1-4) 
 

 
Prayer of Adoration and Invocation 
 
 
God’s Greeting and Mutual Greetings 

 

24And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25not neglecting 
to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more 
as you see the Day drawing near. (Hebrews 10:24-25) 
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Songs 
 
1) “Before the Throne of God Above” 
 
2) “Jesus Is Better” 
 
Public Reading of Scripture – Hebrews 12:3-11 (Hannah Brancheau) 
 
 
Prayer of Confession & Assurance of Pardon  (David Morrison) 
 

7Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says, 
 “Today, if you hear his voice, 
 8do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, 
  on the day of testing in the wilderness, 
 9where your fathers put me to the test 
  and saw my works for forty years. 
 10Therefore I was provoked with that generation, 
 and said, ‘They always go astray in their heart; 
  they have not known my ways.’ 
 11As I swore in my wrath, 
‘They shall not enter my rest.’” 
12Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to 
fall away from the living God. 13But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called 
“today,” that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. (Hebrews 3:7-13) 

 
14Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the 
same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, 
that is, the devil, 15and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong 
slavery. 16For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham. 
17Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become 
a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of 
the people. 18For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those 
who are being tempted. (Hebrews 2:14-18) 

 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
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born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
[*that is the true Christian church of all times and all places] 

 
 
Songs 
 
3) “Jerusalem” 
 
4) “He Will Hold Me Fast” 
 
 
Prayer of Illumination  (Will Mitchell)  
 
 
Reading of the Preaching Passage  (Jaime Kim) 
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Words of Life: Superiority 
Hebrews 

 
I. The Superiority of Jesus 
 

• Jesus is the superior revelation (1:1-3) 
 

• Jesus is superior to angels (1:4-14; 2:5-18) 
 

• Jesus is superior to Moses (3:1-6) 
 

• Jesus offers superior rest (4:1-11) 
 

• Jesus is a superior high priest (4:14–5:10) 
 

o From a superior priestly order (7:1-21) 
 

• Jesus is the guarantor of a superior covenant (7:22–8:13) 
 

• Jesus offers a superior sacrifice (9:1–10:18) 
 

o As the superior high priest… (9:11) 
o …Jesus enters into a superior tabernacle… (9:11-12)  
o …and offers superior blood…(9:12-14) 
o …serving as a superior mediator (9:15). 
o And the superiority of this sacrifice is proved by its singularity and its finality (10:11-

14). 
 
II. The Seriousness of Falling Away 
 

1) Warning #1 – Hebrews 2:1-4 
2) Warning #2 – Hebrews 3:7-19 
3) Warning #3 – Hebrews 6:4-8 
4) Warning #4 – Hebrews 10:26-31 
5) Warning #5 – Hebrews 12:25-29 

 
• Main Point: The warnings God gives in Scripture are the means by which genuine believers 

are kept faithful to the end. 
 

• From the confidence that we have been given in Christ, we must wrestle with the warnings: 
o Does Hebrews 10:26 describe any part of my life?  

§ Is there deliberate sin that I am choosing and thus proving a lack of fruit in 
my life?  

o What is my approach to God’s grace?  
§ Do I view it a catch all for deliberate sins I commit?  
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§ Or having received it from Jesus, do I long to be trained by that grace in 
greater Christlikeness?  

o Is there any hunger for holiness in my heart?  
§ Do I desire to turn from sin, or do I desire to keep up with it?  
§ Do I intentionally turn a blind eye to things that will confront my sin so that I 

can continue to coddle it? 
o What fruit do I see? What thorns and thistles do I see? 

 
 
III. The Safeguards of the Church 
 
Hebrews 10:24-25 – [24] And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 
[25] not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all 
the more as you see the Day drawing near. 
 

1) Pursue church membership. 
 

2) Prioritize family meetings. 
 
“Together, we will draw near to God in worship. We will delight in the glory of God, 
depend on the presence of God, grow in the knowledge of God, and submit to the Word of 
God as the all-sufficient authority in our lives and in His church.” (CFC Covenant) 
 

3) Pursue encouragement.  
 

Hebrews 3:12-14 – [12] Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving 
heart, leading you to fall away from the living God. [13] But exhort one another every day, 
as long as it is called “today,” that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of 
sin. [14] For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm 
to the end.  

 
4) Submit to discipline (Hebrews 12:3-11). 

 
Hebrews 12:11 – [11] For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but 
later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it. 
 

5) Submit to authority.  
 

Hebrews 13:7, 17 – [7] Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. 
Consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith…[17] Obey your leaders 
and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to 
give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no 
advantage to you. 

 
February 27—James 
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The Lord’s Supper 
 

26Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to 
the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27And he took a cup, and when he had 
given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28for this is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29I tell you I will not drink 
again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's 
kingdom.” (Matthew 26:26-29) 

 
 
Song 
 
5) “What a Beautiful Name” 
 
 
Offering 
 

9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake 
he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. (2 Corinthians 8:9) 
 
7Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that 
having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. (2 
Corinthians 9:7-8) 
 
 

Prayer of Intercession   (Will Johnston) 
 

For Our Church  
 
For our church, that we would hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, that 
we would consider how to stir one another up to love and good works, that we would not 
neglect to regular meet with one another, and that we would encourage one another all the 
more as we see the Day drawing near (Hebrews 10:23-25). 
 
For Our City 
 
For Immanuel Church, new pastor Austin Baker, their elders, staff, and congregation.  
     
For Our Nation 
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For prison reform in our country, for just and humane treatment of those who are 
incarcerated, for greater opportunities for rehabilitation of former prisoners, and for more 
gospel-centered ministries and churches to spread the hope of the gospel in these 
depressing circumstances. 
 
For Our World 
 
For the persecuted church around the world, that God would keep those brothers and 
sisters faithful to Jesus even in the midst of being reviled, being oppressed, and suffering for 
righteousness’ sake; and that they would rejoice and be glad even in hardship, knowing that 
their reward is great in heaven.  
 

“Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, 
as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the kingdom  
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.” 

 
Benediction 
 

20Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21equip you with everything 
good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through 
Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. (Hebrews 13:20-21) 

 
 
Doxology 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him, all creatures here below 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost  
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What’s Happening at Christ Fellowship… 
 
Compassion International Weekend — February 25-27 
Mark your calendars for the weekend of February 25-27. For over a year now, our church has 
been partnering with a church plant outside of Managua, Nicaragua as they begin gathering as 
a congregation and launch a child sponsorship program through Compassion International. 
And on the last weekend in February, we get to step into this partnership in special ways: 

• On Friday, February 25th, we will have a free fellowship dinner available in the fellowship 
hall starting at 5:00pm and a prayer service in the worship room starting at 6:00pm. Register 
for dinner at cfcbirmingham.org/compassion. 
• In addition to dinner and prayer, we will have the Compassion Journey experience set up 
from 4:00-9:00pm so that you and your entire family can virtually experience what the day-to-
day life of a child in a Compassion Program is like. The Compassion Journey will also be 
available from 9:00am-1:00pm on Saturday the 26th and after church on the 27th.  
• On Sunday the 27th during worship, you will have the opportunity to sponsor the children 
enrolled in our Compassion program. 

 
Members’ Meeting – Sunday, March 6th at 5:00pm 
All members are encouraged to attend the Members’ Meeting on Sunday, March 6th at 
5:00pm. Our time together will include a fellowship meal in the Fellowship Hall, affirmation of 
new members, and other important items of business.  
 
Men’s Theology Breakfast Is Back this Week 
Men’s Theology Breakfast resumes this week. We’ll be in the Fellowship Hall on Tuesday at 
6:20am. 
 
Brother Bryan Preachers Needed 
Men, Christ Fellowship Church has provided the Monday night chapel preacher for Brother 
Bryan Mission for many years now. It is a great opportunity to preach or teach God's Word to 
men in need of hope. We are in need of some men to jump into the rotation to preach once 
every 6-8 weeks on Monday nights from 6:30-7:00. If you are interested or have questions, 
please contact Ryan Adams at radams@cfcbirmingham.org. 
 
Directory Updates 
For all members of CFC, if you have recently moved, added children to your family, or would 
like to update your email address or picture in the church directory, please email those updates 
to Nick Murray at nmurray@cfcbirmingham.org. 
 


