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Liturgy for Sunday, February 27, 2022 
 

Welcome  (Bart Box) 
 
 
Time of Silent Reflection 
 
 
Call to Worship   
 

4Sing to God, sing praises to his name; 
 lift up a song to him who rides through the deserts; 
his name is the LORD; 
 exult before him! 
5Father of the fatherless and protector of widows 
 is God in his holy habitation. 
6God settles the solitary in a home; 
 he leads out the prisoners to prosperity, 
 but the rebellious dwell in a parched land. (Psalm 68:4-6) 
 

 
Prayer of Adoration and Invocation 
 
 
God’s Greeting and Mutual Greetings 

 

7Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 
(Romans 15:7) 
 

 
Songs 
 
1) “Let the Nations Be Glad” 
 
2) “My Worth Is Not in What I Own” 
 
Public Reading of Scripture – James 1:22-27 (Katherine Wolfe) 
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Prayer of Lament & Promise of Restoration  (Billy Shepard) 
 

1Why, O LORD, do you stand far away? 
 Why do you hide yourself in times of trouble? 
2In arrogance the wicked hotly pursue the poor; 
 let them be caught in the schemes that they have devised. 
3For the wicked boasts of the desires of his soul, 
 and the one greedy for gain curses and renounces the LORD. 
4In the pride of his face the wicked does not seek him; 
 all his thoughts are, “There is no God.” 
5His ways prosper at all times; 
 your judgments are on high, out of his sight; 
 as for all his foes, he puffs at them. 
6He says in his heart, “I shall not be moved; 
 throughout all generations I shall not meet adversity.” 
7His mouth is filled with cursing and deceit and oppression; 
 under his tongue are mischief and iniquity. 
8He sits in ambush in the villages; 
 in hiding places he murders the innocent. 
His eyes stealthily watch for the helpless; 
9  he lurks in ambush like a lion in his thicket; 
he lurks that he may seize the poor; 
 he seizes the poor when he draws him into his net. 
10The helpless are crushed, sink down, 
 and fall by his might. 
11He says in his heart, “God has forgotten, 
 he has hidden his face, he will never see it.” (Psalm 10:1-11) 
 
12Arise, O LORD; O God, lift up your hand; 
 forget not the afflicted. 
13Why does the wicked renounce God 
 and say in his heart, “You will not call to account”? 
14But you do see, for you note mischief and vexation, 
 that you may take it into your hands; 
to you the helpless commits himself; 
 you have been the helper of the fatherless. 
15Break the arm of the wicked and evildoer; 
 call his wickedness to account till you find none. 
16The LORD is king forever and ever; 
 the nations perish from his land. 
17O LORD, you hear the desire of the afflicted; 
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 you will strengthen their heart; you will incline your ear 
18to do justice to the fatherless and the oppressed, 
 so that man who is of the earth may strike terror no more.  
(Psalm 10:12-18) 

 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
[*that is the true Christian church of all times and all places] 

 
 
Songs 
 
3) “How Deep the Father’s Love for Us” 
 
 
Prayer of Illumination  (Will Mitchell)  
 
 
Reading of the Preaching Passage  (Brittany Mann) 
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Words of Life: Works 
James 

 
The Question of Faith and Works 

 
● James is probably the brother of the Lord Jesus, and he’s writing to Jewish Christians. 

 
● James wrestles with the relationship between faith and works. (2:14-26) 

 
o Paul tells us that the works of the law can never save us—only faith in Jesus can save! 

 
For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. (Romans 3:28) 
 

o James tells us that faith apart from works is not real, saving faith. 
 
A person is justified by works and not by faith alone. (James 2:24) 
 

o James and Paul are addressing different problems. 
 

▪ Paul warns against those who trust in the good work of their hands. 
 

▪ James warns against those who trust in the knowledge in their heads. 
 

We are saved by faith alone, but the faith that saves is never alone. (Martin Luther) 
 
I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that 
bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in 
me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, 
thrown into the fire, and burned. (John 15:5–6)  
 

● As you consider your own life… 
 

o Do you see evidence of grace in your life? 
 

o Who are trusting, and how is that trust showing up in your life? 
 

(Several) Ways that Faith Works 
 

● Faith works trust in the Lord. 
 

o Are you trusting in the Lord’s plans? (1:2-18) 
 

▪ We need wisdom to see our trials for what are—the refining of our faith. 
 

▪ God’s will is that we be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. (1:4) 
 
Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will 
receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him. (James 1:12)  
 

o Are you submitting your plans to the Lord? (4:13-17) 
 

▪ James forbids hubris and commends humility. 
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▪ Do you see all your times as belonging to the Lord? 
 

● Faith works kindness toward neighbors. 
 
For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. (Matthew 12:34) 

 
o Listening over ranting. (1:19-21) 

 
▪ Meekness (or humility) is the key, since quick speech, the refusal to listen, and the 

hastiness to anger are all signs of pride. 
 

▪ How are you doing in this area of your life? 
 

● Are you listening carefully and lovingly? 
● Are you speaking in measured and thoughtful ways? 
● Are you showing patience with others? 

 
o Edifying over destroying. (3:1-12) 

 
▪ God brings life through His Word. (see also James 1:18) 

 
▪ What do your words do to those around you? 

 
● Faith works love toward the needy. 

 
o Love for the poor. (2:1-13) 
 

▪ God looks on the heart, not the outward appearance. 
 

▪ To where and what are our eyes drawn? 
 

o Love for the widow and the orphan. (1:22-27) 
 

▪ The Kingdom of God represents God’s rival vision for the world. 
 

▪ In the Kingdom, we don’t surrender to brokenness but war against it in Christ. 
 
The orphan is not a cause. The orphan is not an issue. The orphan has a human face, 
and that face is Galilean. Jesus tells us that when we see the poor, the weak, the 
vulnerable, the tossed aside, we see Him there. (Russell Moore) 
 
Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35 For 
I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you 
visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer 
him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you 
drink? 38 And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe 
you? 39 And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 40 And the King will 
answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my 
brothers, you did it to me.’ (Matthew 25:34-40) 
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=The Lord’s Supper 
 

26Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to 
the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27And he took a cup, and when he had 
given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28for this is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29I tell you I will not drink 
again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's 
kingdom.” (Matthew 26:26-29) 

 
 
Song 
 
4) “Jesus, Strong and Kind” 
 
 
Offering 
 

9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake 
he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. (2 Corinthians 8:9) 
 
7Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that 
having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. (2 
Corinthians 9:7-8) 
 
 

Prayer of Intercession   (Nick Murray) 
 

For Our Church  
 
For our church, that we would display our living faith by doing the works that prove its 
genuineness, that we would do the good that we know we ought to do, and in particular, 
that we would give ourselves to pure and faultless religion by caring for widow and orphans 
and those in affliction. 
 
For Our City 
For the Alabama Baptist Children’s Home and Lifeline Children's Services, that God would 
continue to bless their efforts and direct their steps as they seek to provide loving homes for 
children both in our city and abroad. 
     
For Our Nation 
For orphans and widows and those afflicted with poverty in America: that the Father would 
settle the fatherless in a loving home, that God would spread his own wings of protection 
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over vulnerable women, and God would give necessary resources and opportunities to the 
poor and needy.    
 
For Our World 
For the Iglesia Evangelica de los Hermanos en Cristo in Masaya, Nicaragua: that God would 
use our church to bless this church; that God would use our Compassion sponsorships to 
change the lives of children and families in poverty; and that this church’s gospel witness 
would shine brightly in the Managua area, across all Nicaragua, and around the world.  
 
For the war in Ukraine, that God would cause this conflict to cease immediately, that God 
would be near to the orphans and widows and refugees created by this conflict, that God 
would sustain the Ukrainian church, and that God would give wisdom to world leaders to 
help end this war. 
 

“Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, 
as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the kingdom  
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.” 

 
Benediction 
 

18And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 
28:18-20) 

 
 
Doxology 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him, all creatures here below 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost  
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What’s Happening at Christ Fellowship… 
 
Compassion Child Sponsorship Details and Instructions 

• Around the room you will see tables loaded with packets. Each individual packet 
represents one child enrolled in the Compassion program. The majority of kids 
presented on the tables are from the Project that CFC has helped to build (indicated by 
a green or blue “church partner” dot on their packet). 

• If you would like to sponsor a child, open the packet and fill out the form within. Or you 
can scan the QR code on the packet and fill out the same information online.  

• If you fill out the form (on paper or via QR code) you must turn in the form to a CFC 
staff member (wearing a blue shirt). If you filled the information online, please write 
“Completed Online” on the form and turn that in to a staff member.  

• If you would like to wait and think about sponsoring a child, please do not take the 
packet with you. It must stay here. Taking the packet without returning the paperwork 
will result in a substantial wait time before that child can have the opportunity to be 
sponsored again. Do not take a packet out of the building without having filled out the 
sponsorship form on paper or online.  

• Sponsorships are $38/month.  
 
Members’ Meeting – Sunday, March 6th at 5:00pm 
All members are encouraged to attend the Members’ Meeting on Sunday, March 6th at 
5:00pm. Our time together will include a fellowship meal in the Fellowship Hall, affirmation of 
new members, and other important items of business. Please help us by RSVPing for dinner via 
the QR code on the screen at the end of the service, or at the link in your midweek email.  
 
Men’s Theology Breakfast Meets this Week 
Men’s Theology Breakfast resumes this week. We’ll be in the Fellowship Hall on Tuesday at 
6:20am. 
 
Brother Bryan Preachers Needed 
Men, Christ Fellowship Church has provided the Monday night chapel preacher for Brother 
Bryan Mission for many years now. It is a great opportunity to preach or teach God's Word to 
men in need of hope. We are in need of some men to jump into the rotation to preach once 
every 6-8 weeks on Monday nights from 6:30-7:00. If you are interested or have questions, 
please contact Ryan Adams at radams@cfcbirmingham.org. 
 
Directory Updates 
For all members of CFC, if you have recently moved, added children to your family, or would 
like to update your email address or picture in the church directory, please email those updates 
to Nick Murray at nmurray@cfcbirmingham.org. 
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College Game & Movie Night – Monday, March 14th  
All college students are invited to a game/movie night at the church on Monday, March 14, 
2022. 
 
New Bookmark Available 
The final bookmark for our Words of Life reading plan is available in the commons. Grab one 
on your way out today! 
 


