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Liturgy for Sunday, March 20, 2022 
 

Welcome  (Nick Murray) 
 
 
Time of Silent Reflection 
 
 
Call to Worship   
 

 9In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into 
the world, so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we have loved God 
but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God 
so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one 
another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. 

13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 
Spirit. 14And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of 
the world. 15Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in 
God. 16So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, 
and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 17By this is love 
perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he 
is so also are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For 
fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. 19We 
love because he first loved us. (1 John 4:9-19) 
 

 
Prayer of Adoration and Invocation 
 
 
God’s Greeting and Mutual Greetings 
 

1See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; 
and so we are. (1 John 3:1a) 
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Songs 
 
1) “Love Divine, All Love Excelling” 
 
2) “I Will Wait for You (Psalm 130)” 
 
Public Reading of Scripture – 1 John 2:15-17  (Elizabeth Casement) 
 
 
Prayer of Confession & Assurance of Pardon  (Billy Shepard) 

 

8If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
10If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. (1 John 1:8-10) 

 
1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone 
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2He is the 
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. (1 
John 2:1-2) 

 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
[*that is the true Christian church of all times and all places] 
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Songs 
 
3) “Rock of Ages” 
 
4) “It Is Well with My Soul” 
 
 
Prayer of Illumination  (Will Mitchell)  
 
 
Reading of the Preaching Passage  (Rachel Stanback) 
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March 27—2 John 

Words of Life: Assurance 
1 John 

 
Introduction: How can I have assurance of my salvation? 
 
1 John 5:13 – [13] I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that 
you may know that you have eternal life. 
 
John 20:30-31 – [30] Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which 
are not written in this book; [31] but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 
 
 
1) What is your relationship with Jesus based upon?  
 

• Do I know Jesus as God? (1 John 1:1-4) 
 

• Do I trust Jesus as my Savior? (1 John 2:1-2) 
 
 
2) What is your relationship to sin?  
 

• Christians are not supposed to sin (1 John 3:4-10). 
 

      AND… 
 

• Christians must admit that they sin (1 John 1:5-10).  
 

o The “If” of Dishonesty (1:6) 

o The “If” of Honesty (1:7) 

o The “If” of Self-Deception (1:8) 

o The “If” of the Gospel (1:9) 

o The “If” of Blasphemy (1:10) 
 

• Am I practicing sin or practicing the confession of my sins? 
•  

 
3) Does love mark your relationships with other people? 
 

• Christian love is a responsive love (1 John 4:7-21). 
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o We love because He first loved us. 
 
1 John 3:16 – [16] By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we 
ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. 

 
o We love because God is love. 

 
• Lack of love reveals lack of regeneration. 

 
1 John 5:20 – “If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he 
who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom has not 
seen.” 
 
1 Corinthians 13:4-5 – [4] Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not 
arrogant [5] or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful. 
 

o Are you patient with others? Or are you easily and excessively frustrated by 
others? 

o Are you kind to others? Or are you unnecessarily demanding of or demeaning to 
others? 

o Do you rejoice at the blessings of others? Or are you prone to envy? 
o Are you humble before others? Or are you prone to boasting?  
o Are you rude? Are you more likely to be encouraging or sarcastic? 
o Do you insist on your own way? Or are you happy to let someone else get their 

way? 
o Are you irritable? Are you known for grumpiness and moodiness? 
o Are you resentful? Do you keep a record or wrongs? Or like Jesus, are you 

pleased to forgive? 
o Do you love people in a way that has their eternal good in mind? 

 
 
Conclusion: How do I use these questions? 
 

• Use them for yourself.  
 

1 John 4:15a – [15] Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in 
him, and he in God.  

 
• Use them for your fellow church member. 

 
o Assurance is a community project.  

 
• Use them for nominal Christians.  
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The Lord’s Supper 
 

26Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to 
the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27And he took a cup, and when he had 
given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28for this is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29I tell you I will not drink 
again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's 
kingdom.” (Matthew 26:26-29) 

 
 
Song 
 
5) “In Christ Alone” 
 
 
Offering 
 

9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake 
he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. (2 Corinthians 8:9) 
 
7Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that 
having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. (2 
Corinthians 9:7-8) 
 
 

Prayer of Intercession   (Jason Kirk) 
 

For Our Church  
 
For our church: that God would help us to grow in our openness and honesty with one 
another; that we would deepen in our love and care for one another; and that we would be 
quick to encourage one another, faithful to help one another, and gentle in our correction of 
one another—by God’s grace, for our good, and ultimately for God’s glory. 
 
For Our City 
 
For Valleydale Church, pastor Mac Brunson, their elders, staff, and congregation. 
     
For Our Nation 
 
For all levels of governing authorities over us, that they would have humility in seeing God's 
sovereignty over their own lives (Rom. 13:1), that they would execute just laws that punish 
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wrong and reward good (Rom. 13:3), and that they would govern in such a way that we 
might live peaceful and quiet lives (1 Tim. 2:2). 
 
For Our World 
 
For the nation of Tanzania: that healthy churches in the country would grow and flourish and 
multiply; that the poorest and neediest citizens of Tanzania would receive the provision that 
they need; and for those churches and organizations that are working to serve the 
overlooked, the marginalized, and the forgotten.  
 

“Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, 
as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the kingdom  
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.” 

 
 
Benediction 
 

20And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we 
may know him who is true; and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the 
true God and eternal life. 21Little children, keep yourselves from idols. (1 John 5:20-21) 

 
 
Doxology 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him, all creatures here below 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost  
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What’s Happening at Christ Fellowship… 
 
16 More Compassion Children Available for Sponsorship 

• For those who would still like to sponsor a child at the Compassion International Child 
Develop Program that CFC helped to build in Masaya, Nicaragua, we still have a few 
kids available for sponsorship. 

• If you would like to sponsor a child, visit the table in the commons and look at the 
packets. To sponsor, open the packet and fill out the form within. Or you can scan the 
QR code on the packet and fill out the same information online.  

• If you fill out the form (on paper or via QR code) you must turn in the form to a CFC 
staff member. If you filled the information online, please write “Completed Online” on 
the form and turn that in to a staff member.  

• Sponsorships are $38/month.  
 
CFC College Lunch Today After the Service 
All college students are invited to lunch in the fellowship hall following the service today. 
 
No Men’s Theology Breakfast next 2 Weeks 
Men’s Theology Breakfast is until April 5.  
 
Volunteers Needed at The Learning Center 
The Learning Center is looking for volunteers to teach computer skills to members of the 
community. Classes will be Monday nights, April 4-May 16 from 6p-9p at The Learning Center 
in Homewood. Three instructors are needed. Curriculum and instructor training will be 
provided as well as dinner each week. If you would be interested in helping adults further their 
computer skills so they can obtain better work opportunities and function better in daily 
society, please contact Ryann Mitchell at rmitchell@bhamlearning.org. 
 
10 Year Anniversary Service – Sunday, April 10th at 5:00pm 
This April marks CFC’s 10-year anniversary as a church. To celebrate God’s faithfulness, we 
hope to have an evening service of remembering God’s faithfulness in prayer, song, and other 
fun reminiscing. Join us for a brief service at 5:00pm on Sunday, April 10, followed by a 
fellowship meal. Please RSVP for the meal at the link in your midweek email or via the QR code 
on the screens after the service.  
 
Good Friday Service – Friday, April 15th at 6:30pm 
Please make plans to join us for a worship service on Good Friday (April 15th) at 6:30pm. We 
plan to have childcare available for babies through pre-school, but you must register your kids 
by April 7th to ensure them a spot. You can register them at the link in your midweek email. All 
kids Kindergarten and up will be in the service.  
 
Send Relief Gift to Ukraine 
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The elders have approved a donation of $25,000 to Send Relief to help with refugees fleeing 
Ukraine. They want to commend this organization as a reputable and trustworthy one if you are 
looking to participate in providing relief for Ukrainian refugees. You can give at 
https://www.sendrelief.org/ 
 


