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Liturgy for Sunday, March 27, 2022 
 

Welcome  (Bart Box) 
 
 
Time of Silent Reflection 
 
 
Call to Worship   
 

1I give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart; 
 before the gods I sing your praise; 
2I bow down toward your holy temple 

and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and  
your faithfulness, 

 for you have exalted above all things 
 your name and your word. 
3On the day I called, you answered me; 
 my strength of soul you increased. 
4All the kings of the earth shall give you thanks, O LORD, 
 for they have heard the words of your mouth, 
5and they shall sing of the ways of the LORD, 
 for great is the glory of the LORD. 
6For though the LORD is high, he regards the lowly, 
 but the haughty he knows from afar. 
7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, 
 you preserve my life; 
you stretch out your hand against the wrath of my enemies, 
 and your right hand delivers me. 
8The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me; 
 your steadfast love, O LORD, endures forever. 
 Do not forsake the work of your hands. (Psalm 138) 

 
 
Prayer of Adoration and Invocation 
 
 



   
2 

God’s Greeting and Mutual Greetings 
 

3Grace, mercy, and peace will be with us, from God the Father and from Jesus Christ the 
Father’s Son, in truth and love. (2 John 3) 
 

 
Songs 
 
1) “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 
 
2) “O Church Arise” 
 
Public Reading of Scripture – John 15:1-11  (Bradford Forehand) 
 
 
Prayer of Confession & Assurance of Pardon  (Nick Murray) 

 

3For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are 
not burdensome. (1 John 5:3) 

 
4Surely he has borne our griefs 
 and carried our sorrows; 
yet we esteemed him stricken, 
 smitten by God, and afflicted. 
5But he was pierced for our transgressions; 
 he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 
 and with his wounds we are healed. 
6All we like sheep have gone astray; 
 we have turned—every one—to his own way; 
and the LORD has laid on him 
 the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 53:4-6) 

 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
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He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
[*that is the true Christian church of all times and all places] 

 
 
Songs 
 
3) “I Will Wait for You (Psalm 130)” 
 
4) “I’d Rather Have Jesus” 
 
 
Prayer of Illumination  (Will Mitchell)  
 
 
Reading of the Preaching Passage  (Meghan Gray) 
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Words of Life: Deception 
2 John 

 
The Real Thing—A Community Bound by Truth (vv. 1-6) 

 
● Second John is likely written by the author of 1 John, the Apostle John. 

 
o He writes to “the elect lady and her children,” a reference to a church and her members. 

 
o We don’t know much more about the location or the time of writing. 

 
● John highlights the truth that holds the church together. (vv. 1-3) 

 
o We confess and believe the same truths. 

 
o We know and love the One who is Truth. 

 
I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears 
much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. (John 15:5) 
 
If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done 
for you. (John 15:7)  
 
I am the way, the truth, and the life. (John 14:6) 
 
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the 
only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14) 
 

o The deeper our love for Jesus, the more likely our love for one another. 
 
Has it ever occurred to you that one hundred pianos all tuned to the same fork are 
automatically tuned to each other? They are of one accord by being tuned, not to each 
other, but to another standard to which each one must individually bow. So one hundred 
worshipers met together, each one looking away to Christ, are in heart nearer to each other 
than they could possibly be, were they to become 'unity' conscious and turn their eyes away 
from God to strive for closer fellowship. (A.W. Tozer) 

 
● John emphasizes that our unity will be visible by our love for one another. 

 
o The love commandment is the most basic and essential commandment of all. 

 
A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you 
also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another. (John 13:34-35) 
 

o Love is concrete and costly, not vague or merely a feeling. 
 

o Love looks like obedience to God’s commands. (v. 6) 
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The Grave Danger—A Community Beset by Lies (vv. 7-13) 
 

● John’s readers faced the threat of false teachers. (v. 7) 
 

○ They denied that Jesus came in the flesh.  
 

○ They probably regarded the flesh as bad and the spirit as good. 
 

○ Whatever the details, by denying the genuine humanity of Jesus they were denying the great 
work of Jesus—the cross. 
 

○ They would have emphasized Jesus’ teaching and knowledge as the key to salvation. 
 

■ Jesus becomes a guru and not a Savior. 
 

■ He gives knowledge that the “wise” turn into liberation. 
 

■ It’s salvation by enlightenment, not repentance and faith. 
 

○ For those who deny the heart of the gospel, John reserves the strongest judgment. (v. 7b) 
 

■ We should recognize that Satan has his missionaries, too—preachers who empty the 
cross and fill Hell. 
 

■ Whoever is “ahead” of Jesus’ teaching is no longer following Jesus. 
 

● They destroy themselves. 
 

● And they destroy their hearers. (v. 9) 
 

○ Love of the truth and love for the truth looks like defense of the truth. (v. 10-11) 
 

■ John is not suggesting unkindness but conviction. 
 

■ John is saying guard the pulpit and guard the church like your life depends on it, 
because it most certainly does. 

 
● Application 

 
○ The world should be unconfused about our continual and desperate need for Jesus. 

 
○ The world should be unconfused about our love for them. 

 
If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the 
truth will set you free. (John 8:31–32)  
 



   
4 

The Lord’s Supper 
 

26Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to 
the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27And he took a cup, and when he had 
given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28for this is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29I tell you I will not drink 
again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's 
kingdom.” (Matthew 26:26-29) 

 
 
Song 
 
5) “Be Thou My Vision” 
 
 
Offering 
 

9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake 
he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. (2 Corinthians 8:9) 
 
7Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that 
having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. (2 
Corinthians 9:7-8) 
 
 

Prayer of Intercession   (Ryan Adams) 
 

For Our Church  
 
For our church, that we would be faithful in discipling one another; that our Growth Groups 
would be places of biblical growth and accountability; and that we would grow together in 
godliness as we study the Bible together in church, Growth Groups, and one-on-one 
relationships. 
 
For Our City 
 
For Cahaba Park Presbyterian Church, pastor Murray Lee, their elders, staff, and 
congregation. 
     
For Our Nation 
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For the men and women serving in the armed forces, that they would strive to maintain 
peace and order in the places they are serving, that the Lord would comfort and preserve 
the families of those who are deployed, and that we would faithfully give thanks to God for 
these men and women. 
 
For Our World 
 
For the nation of Niger, for healthy churches to be planted among the unreached people 
groups in the country, for opportunities for Christians to help provide quality education as a 
ministry, and hat Christian relief organizations would be able to provide for the needs of 
many people in Niger. 
 

“Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, 
as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the kingdom  
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.” 

 
 
Benediction 
 

24The LORD bless you and keep you; 
25the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
26the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26) 

 
 
Doxology 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him, all creatures here below 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost  
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What’s Happening at Christ Fellowship… 
 
10 More Compassion Children Available for Sponsorship 
We have 10 more Compassion children available for sponsorship. And this Sunday is the last 
day to sponsor the children that are on the table in the commons. We will stall have the chance 
to sponsor those children online in the future, but if you would like to start a sponsorship 
sooner, then today is the day! Please stop by the table in the commons after the service and 
talk to a staff member if you have any questions.  
 
No Men’s Theology Breakfast this Week 
Men’s Theology Breakfast is off until April 5.  
 
No Youth Group This Week 
Off for Spring Break. Back on next Sunday, April 3rd.  
 
CFC Young Professional Women's Gathering 
Join other ladies of CFC for fun and career talk on Monday, March 28th, at 6:00pm at 
Carrigan's downtown. For more details, please contact Madi Bray at braymadi@gmail.com. 
 
New Women's Spring Book Study 
Announcing a new Spring mini-study! To join other CFC ladies in a study of Michael Reeves' 
book, Delighting in the Trinity, led by Brittany Mann, sign up here. It will run five weeks, 
starting on Wednesday, April 6, and end on Wednesday, May 4. Childcare available. 
 
Growing Together: Women’s Discipleship 
At CFC, we desire to support spiritual and personal growth in women through discipleship 
relationships. Visit cfcbirmingham.org/women 
to read more and sign up by April 15 to be part of this ministry! 
 
Held Gathering: He Makes All Things New 
The theme for the Women’s Spring Held Gathering is "He makes all things new." Join us on 
Thursday, April 28 for dinner and fellowship, and to hear from several sisters about God's grace 
in their lives. Register at cfcbirmingham.org/women. 
 
10 Year Anniversary Service – Sunday, April 10th at 5:00pm 
This April marks CFC’s 10-year anniversary as a church. To celebrate God’s faithfulness, we 
hope to have an evening service of remembering God’s faithfulness in prayer, song, and other 
fun reminiscing. Join us for a brief service at 5:00pm on Sunday, April 10, followed by a 
fellowship meal. Please RSVP for the meal at the link in your midweek email or via the QR code 
on the screens after the service.  
 
Good Friday Service – Friday, April 15th at 6:30pm 
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Please make plans to join us for a worship service on Good Friday (April 15th) at 6:30pm. We 
plan to have childcare available for babies through pre-school, but you must register your kids 
by April 7th to ensure them a spot. You can register them at the link in your midweek email. All 
kids Kindergarten and up will be in the service.  
 


