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Liturgy for Sunday, April 17, 2022 
 

Welcome  (Bart Box) 
 
 
Time of Silent Reflection 
 
 
Call to Worship   
 

9After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before 
the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10and crying out with a 
loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11And 
all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living 
creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12saying, 
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might 
be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”  
(Revelation 7:9-12) 
 

 
Prayer of Adoration and Invocation 
 
 
God’s Greeting and Mutual Greetings 
 

17When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, 
“Fear not, I am the first and the last, 18and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive 
forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades. (Revelation 1:17-18) 
 

 
Songs 
 
1) “Christ Is Risen” 
 
2) “Revelation Song” 
 



   
2 

The Apostles’ Creed  (Ryan Adams) 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
[*that is the true Christian church of all times and all places] 

 
 
Baptisms (Andy Davenport & Hosea Drain) 

 

4We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 5For 
if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in 
a resurrection like his. (Romans 6:4-5) 

 
 
Songs 
 
3) “Is He Worthy?” 
 
4) “It Is Well with My Soul” 
 
 
Prayer of Illumination  (Will Mitchell)  
 
 
Reading of the Preaching Passage  (Abby Kirk)  
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April 24th: Psalm 119:25-32 

Words of Life: Reign 
Revelation 

The main point of Revelation—the risen Christ reigns supremely and eternally. 

Jesus reigns over His people (Revelation 1-3) 
 

● Some background: 
 

○ Revelation is a book that discloses and unveils reality from heaven’s perspective. 
 

○ The original readers were the seven churches of Asia Minor. (1:10-11) 
 

● In Revelation, Jesus speaks to His church before He speaks to the world. (Revelation 2-3) 
 

○ He commends His people’s obedience. 
 

○ He corrects His people’s disobedience. 
 

● We learn from these letters… 
 

○ That repentance should be part of ordinary, healthy Christianity. 
 

○ That unrepentance is a sign of death, not life. 
 

○ That judgment comes to all by the Judge of all. 
 
And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. 
Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what 
was written in the books, according to what they had done. (Revelation 20:12) 

 
Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced 
him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen. (Revelation 1:7) 

 
Jesus reigns over kings and authorities (Revelation 4-6) 

 
● Revelation is addressed to suffering saints. 

 
● Revelation invites us to see God’s throne above all earthly thrones. (4:5-11; 5:6-14) 

 
● We learn from these visions… 

 
○ That God’s rule exceeds all other rule. 

 
This is my Father’s world. O let me ne’er forget 
That though the wrong seems oft so strong, 
God is the ruler yet. (“This Is My Father’s World,” by Maltbie Babcock) 

 
○ That God’s glory outstrips all other glory. 

 
○ That God’s kingdom outlasts all other kingdoms.  
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April 24th: Psalm 119:25-32 

Jesus reigns over death and evil (Revelation 7-20) 
 

● The Lord is tender with His people. (7:3-15) 
 

● The Lord is tenacious with His people’s adversary. (12:9-12; 19:11-21) 
 

● We see from these visions that… 
 

○ Christ is worthy of our trust—He will keep us to the end. 
 

○ Christ is worthy of our praise—He will fight our battles for us. 
 

Jesus reigns over eternity (Revelation 21-22) 
 

● The resurrection of Christ is the beginning of the end. 
 

● Revelation 21-22 shows life unhindered and unthreatened by death. 
 

○ In the end… 
 

■ Satan does not have the last word. 
 

■ Sin does not have the last word. 
 

■ Sorrow does not have the last word. 
 

○ Christ, the living Word, has the last word! 
 

I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end. (Revelation 
22:13) 
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The Lord’s Supper 
 

26Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to 
the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27And he took a cup, and when he had 
given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28for this is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29I tell you I will not drink 
again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's 
kingdom.” (Matthew 26:26-29) 

 
 
Song 
 
5) “Christ Our Hope in Life and Death” 
 
 
Offering 
 

9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake 
he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. (2 Corinthians 8:9) 
 
7Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that 
having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. (2 
Corinthians 9:7-8) 
 
 

Prayer of Intercession   (James Finch) 
 

For Our Church  
 
For our church, our lives would be marked by the resurrection life of Jesus, that we wight 
live with confidence under the living and reigning Christ, that we would be a people who 
overflow with gospel hope, and that we would make much of Jesus Christ to the world 
around us.  
 
For Our City 
 
For all gospel-preaching churches in our city, that they would clearly proclaim the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ as our only hope in life and death, and that those hearing the 
gospel proclaimed might trust in Christ and give their lives to follow him.  
     
For Our Nation 
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For our nation, that God would bring true spiritual revival, that people would grow 
dissatisfied with their sin and long for the truth of the gospel, and that healthy churches 
would display the glory of God and the hope of the gospel to those around them. 
 
For Our World 
 
For the persecuted church around the world, that they would know that even though they 
are persecuted, they are not forsaken; that though perplexed, they wouldn’t be driven to 
despair; that they would endure for the sake of fruit they could never plan for; and that the 
life of Christ would be manifested even as they suffer for his sake (2 Corinthians 4:8-11). 
 

“Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, 
as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the kingdom  
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.” 

 
 
Benediction 
 

3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is 
with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with 
them as their God. 4He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no 
more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things 
have passed away.” (Revelation 21:3-4) 

 
 
Doxology 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him, all creatures here below 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost  
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What’s Happening at Christ Fellowship… 
 
Membership Matters Class – Next Sunday, April 24th at 2:00pm 
If you are interested in becoming a member at CFC, we are planning to hold a Membership 
Matters class on Sunday, April 24th at 2:00pm. Attending this class is an important part of the 
process of becoming a member of Christ Fellowship Church. If you are interested in attending, 
please sign up at cfcbirmingham.org/membership-matters, or email Nick Murray at 
nmurray@cfcbirmingham.org with any questions.  
 
CFC Middle East Mission Partners Share Time – Sunday, April 24th   
CFC mission partners C & E, who serve in the middle East will be in town next Sunday, April 
24th. After church that day, we will have a pizza lunch in the fellowship hall and they will take 
some time to share about their work among the unreached. They will also have a similar share 
time on Wednesday, 4/27 at 6:15pm at the church building (no meal provided for that 
evening). Please make plans to join us for one of those share times! 
 
No Men’s Theology Breakfast this Week 
We’ll be off this week, but plan to meet again the following Tuesday at 6:20am in the 
fellowship hall to eat breakfast and discuss theology.  
 
New Women's Spring Book Study 
Announcing a new Spring mini-study! To join other CFC ladies in a study of Michael Reeves' 
book, Delighting in the Trinity, led by Brittany Mann, sign up here. It will run five weeks, 
starting on Wednesday, April 6, and end on Wednesday, May 4. Childcare available. 
 
Held Gathering: He Makes All Things New 
The theme for the Women’s Spring Held Gathering is "He makes all things new." Join us on 
Thursday, April 28 for dinner and fellowship, and to hear from several sisters about God's grace 
in their lives. Register at cfcbirmingham.org/women. 
 
VBS Volunteer Registration is Open! 
VBS is scheduled for June 27-30 from 9:00a.m-12:00p.m. We would love to see you there and 
have a need for many types of volunteers this year. If you’re interested, please sign up at the 
link in your midweek email. If you have questions, you can ask Maggie 
at mirby@cfcbirmingham.org.Kid registration coming soon! 
 
Prayer Meeting & Fellowship Meal – Sunday May 1st at 5:00pm 
All are invited to join us for a fellowship meal and prayer meeting on Sunday, May 1 at 5:00pm. 
We will first gather for dinner in the fellowship hall (CFC will provide food, drinks, and 
dessert—just plan to bring a couple of dollars to help defer the cost) and then begin the prayer 
meeting afterward. Childcare will be offered after the meal.  
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1 Peter Series Begins May 1 
Our next sermon series will be through the letter of 1 Peter and will begin on Sunday, May 1. 
For any who are interested, we have a number of 1 Peter ESV Scripture Journals discounted in 
the bookstall at $3 a copy. 
 


