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Liturgy for Sunday, April 3, 2022 
 

Welcome  (Bart Box) 
 
 
Time of Silent Reflection 
 
 
Call to Worship   
 

1Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 
 my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
I have put my Spirit upon him; 
 he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
2He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, 
 or make it heard in the street; 
3a bruised reed he will not break, 
 and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; 
 he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
4He will not grow faint or be discouraged 
 till he has established justice in the earth; 
 and the coastlands wait for his law. 
5Thus says God, the LORD, 
 who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
 who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
who gives breath to the people on it 
 and spirit to those who walk in it: 
6“I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; 
 I will take you by the hand and keep you; 
I will give you as a covenant for the people, 
 a light for the nations, 
7  to open the eyes that are blind, 
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
 from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
8I am the LORD; that is my name; 
 my glory I give to no other, 
 nor my praise to carved idols. 
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9Behold, the former things have come to pass, 
 and new things I now declare; 
before they spring forth 
 I tell you of them.” (Isaiah 42:1-9) 

 
 
Prayer of Adoration and Invocation 
 
 
God’s Greeting and Mutual Greetings 
 

7Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 
(Romans 15:7) 
 

 
Songs 
 
1) “All Creatures of Our God and King” 
 
2) “Yet Not I But Through Christ in Me” 
 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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[*that is the true Christian church of all times and all places] 
 
 
Baptisms (Elizabeth McDaniel, John Morson, & Theresa Wright) 

 

18And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 
28:18-20) 

 
 
Songs 
 
3) “His Mercy Is More” 
 
 
Prayer of Illumination  (Will Mitchell)  
 
 
Reading of the Preaching Passage  (Vasu Thorpe) 
 
  



Christ Fellowship Church April 3rd, 2022 

April 10th: Jude  

Words of Life: Advance 
3 John 

 
For my own part, I have never ceased to rejoice that God has appointed me to such an office. People talk 
of the sacrifice I have made in spending so much of my life in Africa…. Is that a sacrifice which brings its 
own blest reward in healthful activity, the consciousness of doing good, peace of mind, and a bright hope 

of a glorious destiny hereafter? Away with the word in such a view, and with such a thought! It is 
emphatically no sacrifice. Say rather it is a privilege. Anxiety, sickness, suffering, or danger, now and then, 
with a foregoing of the common conveniences and charities of this life, may make us pause, and cause the 

spirit to waver, and the soul to sink; but let this only be for a moment. All these are nothing when 
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in and for us. I never made a sacrifice. (David Livingstone) 

 
A heart for God’s work (vv. 1-8) 

 
• Third John is written by the Apostle John to a brother in the faith, Gaius. 

 
o Gaius was a faithful brother who was walking in the truth and supporting the truth. 

 
o Beyond that, we don’t know much about the circumstances of the letter. 

 
• John rejoiced to see the gospel advancing in the life of Gaius. (vv. 2-4) 

 
o Physical (and emotional) well-being is important and worthy of prayer. (v. 2a) 

 
o The dominant concern (vv. 2b-4) is Gaius’ spiritual well-being—walking in the truth. 

 
§ Are you concerned about the spiritual well-being of other Christians? 

 
§ Are you working toward the spiritual well-being of other Christians? 

 
§ Are you praying of the spiritual well-being of other Christians? 

 
o In your own life, are you caring as much for your spiritual well-being as your physical? 

 
For while bodily training is of some value, godliness is of value in every way, as it holds 
promise for the present life and also for the life to come. (1 Timothy 4:8)  
 

• John desired to see the gospel advancing in the lives of unbelievers. (vv. 5-8) 
 

o John gives three reasons for supporting gospel workers: 
 

§ They are going out for the sake of the Name. (v. 7a) 
 

§ They have no other means of support. (v. 7b) 
 

§ They are fellow workers for the truth. (v. 8) 
 
Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or wife or brothers or parents 
or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, 30 who will not receive many times 
more in this time, and in the age to come eternal life. (Luke 18:29-30) 
 

o Our gospel sending should be evidently divine (“in a manner worthy of God”)—marked by 
love, generosity, and encouragement. 
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An Obstacle to God’s Work (vv. 9-15) 
 

• The latter part of the letter is a warning about Diotrephes, an obstacle to gospel advance. (vv. 9-11) 
 

• Diotrephes is doing the opposite of Gaius. 
 

o He is not walking in the truth. 
 

o He is not working for the truth. 
 

§ Diotrephes seemed more interested in his kingdom than Christ’s Kingdom. 
 

§ We should be mindful that we are not above thinking ourselves above Christ. 
 

Let it be a settled principle in our religion, that there is an amount of weakness in all 
our hearts of which we have no adequate conception, and that we never know how 
far we might fall if we were tempted. We imagine sometimes, like Peter, that there 
are some wicked things which we could not possibly do. We look pitifully upon others 
who fall, and please ourselves in the thought that we would not have done so. 
 
We know nothing at all. The seeds of every sin are latent in our hearts, even when 
renewed, and they only need occasion, or carelessness and the withdrawal of God's 
grace for a season—to put forth an abundant crop. Like Peter, we may think we can 
do wonders for Christ—and like Peter, we may learn by bitter experience that we 
have no power and strength at all. 
 
The servant of Christ will do wisely to remember these things. "Let him that thinks he 
stands, take heed lest he fall." A humble sense of our own innate weakness, a 
constant dependence on the Spirit for strength, a daily prayer to be preserved, 
because we cannot preserve ourselves—these are the true secrets of safety! (J.C. 
Ryle) 

 
• Which path will we choose—the good path of Gaius or the evil path of Diotrephes? 

 
There are Diotrepheses in the church and there will always be. It has been so since the beginning. 
But there are also Gaiuses. They are the ones who leave vivid, lasting, and expiring examples for us. 
And by his love, God keeps those examples fresh in our mind’s eyes. (Mark Dever) 
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The Lord’s Supper 
 

26Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to 
the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27And he took a cup, and when he had 
given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28for this is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29I tell you I will not drink 
again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's 
kingdom.” (Matthew 26:26-29) 

 
 
Song 
 
4) “Here Is Love Vast as the Ocean” 
 
 
Offering 
 

9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake 
he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. (2 Corinthians 8:9) 
 
7Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that 
having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. (2 
Corinthians 9:7-8) 
 
 

Prayer of Intercession   (Keith Pearson ) 
 

For Our Church  
 
For our church, for the gospel to permeate every area of our lives as individuals and as a 
congregation and that the same gospel would pervade our every relationship as we seek to 
make all peoples everywhere know the hope offered in Jesus Christ. 
 
For Our City 
 
For Covenant Presbyterian Church, pastor Robby Holt, their elders, staff, and congregation. 
     
For Our Nation 
 
For our nation, that God would heal our country of the sin of racism, that we would work to 
bring about significant change in areas where there is rampant social injustice, and that local 
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churches around our nation would be diverse pictures of the reconciliation found in the 
gospel. 
 
For Our World 
 
For the nation of Morocco, that the government would allow for greater freedoms for the 
sake of the spread of the gospel, that God would give believers boldness as they face 
opposition for their faith, for healthy churches to be planted among unreached Moroccan 
people groups, and that God would provide safe drinking water for all citizens. 
 

“Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, 
as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the kingdom  
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.” 

 
 
Benediction 
 

25Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of 
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 
26but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known to 
all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of 
faith— 27to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. (Romans 
16:25-27) 

 
 
Doxology 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him, all creatures here below 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost  



   
6 

What’s Happening at Christ Fellowship… 
 
Membership Matters Class – Sunday, April 24th at 2:00pm 
If you are interested in becoming a member at CFC, we are planning to hold a Membership 
Matters class on Sunday, April 24th at 2:00pm. Attending this class is an important part of the 
process of becoming a member of Christ Fellowship Church. If you are interested in attending, 
please sign up at cfcbirmingham.org/membership-matters, or email Nick Murray at 
nmurray@cfcbirmingham.org with any questions.  
 
Men’s Theology Breakfast Resumes this Week 
We’ll meet on Tuesday at 6:20am in the fellowship hall to eat breakfast and discuss theology.  
 
New Women's Spring Book Study 
Announcing a new Spring mini-study! To join other CFC ladies in a study of Michael Reeves' 
book, Delighting in the Trinity, led by Brittany Mann, sign up here. It will run five weeks, 
starting on Wednesday, April 6, and end on Wednesday, May 4. Childcare available. 
 
Growing Together: Women’s Discipleship 
At CFC, we desire to support spiritual and personal growth in women through discipleship 
relationships. Visit cfcbirmingham.org/women 
to read more and sign up by April 15 to be part of this ministry! 
 
Held Gathering: He Makes All Things New 
The theme for the Women’s Spring Held Gathering is "He makes all things new." Join us on 
Thursday, April 28 for dinner and fellowship, and to hear from several sisters about God's grace 
in their lives. Register at cfcbirmingham.org/women. 
 
10 Year Anniversary Service – Sunday, April 10th at 5:00pm 
This April marks CFC’s 10-year anniversary as a church. To celebrate God’s faithfulness, we 
hope to have an evening service of remembering God’s faithfulness in prayer, song, and other 
fun reminiscing. Join us for a brief service at 5:00pm on Sunday, April 10, followed by a 
fellowship meal. Please RSVP for the meal at the link in your midweek email or via the QR code 
on the screens after the service.  
 
CFC Kids for Good Friday Service 
CFC Kids will be offered during our Good Friday service (6:30pm on 4/15) for preschool 
children. We do ask that any children registered for this service be able to sit up by themselves, 
and preferably that they be able to crawl. Because we need to arrange childcare options in 
advance, it is really important that you sign up beforehand! Registration will close at 7:00pm on 
Sunday, April 10th. You can register at the link in your midweek email. 
 
VBS Volunteer Registration is Open! 
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VBS is scheduled for June 27-30 from 9:00a.m-12:00p.m. We would love to see you there and 
have a need for many types of volunteers this year. If you’re interested, please sign up at the 
link in your midweek email. If you have questions, you can ask Maggie 
at mirby@cfcbirmingham.org.Kid registration coming soon! 
 


