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Liturgy for Sunday, September 26, 2021 
 

Welcome  (Bart Box) 
 
 
Time of Silent Reflection 
 
 
Call to Worship   
 

9After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before 
the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10and crying out with a 
loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11And 
all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living 
creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12saying, 
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might 
be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”  
(Revelation 7:9-12) 
 
 

Prayer of Adoration and Invocation 
 
 
God’s Greeting and Mutual Greetings 
 

4Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. (Revelation 1:4b-5a) 

 
 
 
Songs 
 
1) “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 
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2) “Only a Holy God” 
 
 
Public Reading of Scripture – Daniel 7:13-14  (Liz Casement) 
 
 
Prayer of Confession & Assurance of Pardon  (Nick Murray) 
 

3Then I turned my face to the Lord God, seeking him by prayer and pleas for mercy with 
fasting and sackcloth and ashes. 4I prayed to the LORD my God and made confession, 
saying… (Daniel 9:3-4a) 
 
O Lord, the great and awesome God,  
 who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him;  
We have sinned and done wrong 
 and acted wickedly and rebelled,  
 turning aside from your commandments and rules. 
We have not listened to your voice in your Word,  
 or your voice in the mouths of our brothers and sisters. 
To you, O Lord, belongs righteousness,  
 but to us open shame,  

because of our sin against you. 
 
[Pause for silent confession] 
 
We have rebelled against you; 
 we have not walked in your ways. 
We have all transgressed your law and turned aside,  
 we have refused to obey your voice.  
And even though you have reproved us for our sins,  
 we have been too foolish to turn from our iniquities,  

and too stubborn to gain insight from your truth. 
 
[Pause for silent confession] 
 
Now for your sake, O Lord, listen to our pleas for mercy,  
 make your face to shine upon us.  
 Incline your ear, and forgive us. 
For we do not present our pleas before you because of our righteousness,  
 but because of your great mercy.  
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O Lord, hear;  
 O Lord, forgive. 
  O Lord, pay attention and act. 
   We ask in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
   (This prayer is adapted from Daniel 9:4-19) 

 
21While I was speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the first, 
came to me in swift flight at the time of the evening sacrifice. 22He made me understand, 
speaking with me and saying, “O Daniel, I have now come out to give you insight and 
understanding. 23At the beginning of your pleas for mercy a word went out, and I have 
come to tell it to you, for you are greatly loved.  
(Daniel 9:21-23a) 

 
 
Songs 
 
3) “He Will Hold Me Fast” 

 
 

4) “Christ Is Mine Forevermore” 
 
 
Prayer of Illumination  (Will Mitchell)  
 
 
Reading of the Preaching Passage   (Rachel Stanback)
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Words of Life: Loyalty 
Daniel 

 
Main Idea: Because God reigns over all, we can remain loyal to Him above all.  

 
God Reigns over All 

 
• God reigns over Israel in exile (1). 
 
 
 
• God reigns over dreams and visions (2). 
 

 
o [4] Their idols are silver and gold, the work of human hands. [5] They have mouths, but do 

not speak; eyes, but do not see. [6] They have ears, but do not hear; noses, but do not smell. 
[7] They have hands, but do not feel; feet, but do not walk; and they do not make a sound in 
their throat. (Psalm 115:4–7) 

 
• God reigns over kings and kingdoms (4–5). 
 
 

 
• God reigns over life and death (3, 6). 
 

 
 

• God reigns over all of history (7–12). 
 

 
o There is suffering ahead for God’s people. 

 
 

o God’s kingdom and his King will prevail (7:9–14). 
 

§ [64] “You have said so. But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated 
at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.” (Matthew 26:64) 
 

• God reigns over you and me. 
 

o With whom or what do your ultimate allegiances and loyalties lie? 
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o If your loyalty is not to Christ, change your allegiances to him. 
 
o If you feel your loyalty growing thin, give yourself to God’s family, the church. 
 
o [23] Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is 

faithful. [In other words, keep going, remain faithful because God is faithful. But then listen to 
the next couple of verses and ask yourselves how they relate to this encouragement to 
remain faithful] [24] And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 
[25] not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, 
and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. (Hebrews 10:23–25) 

 
We Can Remain Loyal to Him above All 

 
• We can be loyal throughout our lives. 

 
 
 

• We can be loyal in every area of our lives. 
 
 
 

• We can be loyal in mundane and radical ways. 
 
 
 

• We can be loyal no matter the outcome. 
 

o A few days ago, as it became clear they wouldn’t be able to fly out of the country, one 
brother told me, “I love Jesus, and I trust him. Even if it comes to the end, I will praise his 
name.” I wept. I told them what amazing husbands, fathers, and brothers in the Lord they’ve 
been these past few weeks. They’ve cared for their families valiantly. They’ve endured more 
suffering than most of us have ever seen. They continue to risk their safety for Christ’s name. 
I know what the author of Hebrews means when he speaks of “those of whom this world is 
not worthy” (Josh Manley). 
 
 

o [2] And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting 
life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. [3] And those who are wise shall shine 
like the brightness of the sky above; and those who turn many to righteousness, like the 
stars forever and ever. (Daniel 12:2–3) 
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The Lord’s Supper 
 

26Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to 
the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27And he took a cup, and when he had 
given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28for this is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29I tell you I will not drink 
again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's 
kingdom.” (Matthew 26:26-29) 

 
 
Song 
 
5) “It Is Well with My Soul” 
 
 
Offering 
 

9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake 
he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. (2 Corinthians 8:9) 
 
7Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that 
having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. (2 
Corinthians 9:7-8) 
 
 

Prayer of Intercession   (Sam Price) 
 

For Our Church  
 
For our church, that we would grow in our knowledge of and love for the Word of God, that 
we would hunger and thirst to hear from the Spirit of Christ through his living Word, and 
that the regular preaching of God’s Word would produce great fruit in our lives and in this 
church for God’s glory. 
 
For Our City 
 
For Homewood Community Church, pastor Tom Franklin, their elders, staff, and 
congregation. 
     
For Our Nation 
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For our nation, that God would change the hearts of our lawmakers and elected officials to 
see the evil of abortion, that as a nation we would move toward ending this horrible 
practice, that our culture of death would be transformed into one that cherishes life at 
every stage. Also, for those who have had abortions or paid for abortions, that they would 
know the freeing and forgiving power of the gospel of Jesus Christ.   
 
For Our World 
 
For the persecuted church around the world, that they would know that even though they 
are persecuted, they are not forsaken; that though perplexed, they wouldn’t be driven to 
despair; that they would endure for the sake of fruit they could never plan for; and that the 
life of Christ would be manifested even as they suffer for his sake (2 Corinthians 4:8-11). 

 
“Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, 
as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the kingdom  
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.” 

 
Benediction 
 

20He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord 
Jesus! 21The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen. (Revelation 22:20-21) 

 
Doxology 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him, all creatures here below 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost  
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What’s Happening at Christ Fellowship… 
 
Prayer Meeting — Next Sunday, October 3rd at 5:00pm 
All are invited to join us for a fellowship meal and prayer meeting next Sunday, October 3rd at 
5:00pm. We will first gather for a bring-your-own dinner in the fellowship hall (CFC will provide 
drinks and cookies), and then begin the prayer meeting afterward. Childcare will be offered 
after the meal. Please join us! 
 
CFC Kids and Face-Coverings 
We are now recommending that all teachers in CFC Kids (both preschool and elementary) and 
all kids in elementary classes wear a facial covering while they are in CFC Kids. We are 
recommending this up to October 3, at which point we will reevaluate these protocols. There 
are masks available in the hallway for any who need one. 
 
Birds and Bees Seminar – Friday, October 8th at 6:00pm 
Parents, we would love for you to join us at the Birds and Bees seminar on October 8th from 
6:00pm-9:00pm. The Birds and Bees seminar is designed to give parents of 1–10-year-olds the 
tools and confidence to talk to their young kids about sex. Register at the link in your midweek 
email.  
 
Support Students at Glen Iris Elementary School 
This fall, CFC will be collecting school supplies for students at Glen Iris Elementary School. 
Look for backpacks with supply lists in the commons space to see how you can contribute. 
 
Social-Distanced Seating Option Available 
For any who would like to make use of it, we have a social-distanced seating option available 
where the livestream is playing in the fellowship hall. Masks are required for all who choose to 
sit in that room.  
 
College Women’s Retreat—October 15-17 
All college age women are invited to join us for a mountain retreat weekend October 15-17 in 
Cashiers, NC. Throughout the weekend, we will dig into the book of James together, and it will 
be a great time of fellowship, getting to know one another, and spending time outdoors. The 
cost for the weekend is $50. Scholarships are available as we do not want the cost to be the 
reason anyone doesn’t go. Contact Rebecca Osteen with any questions or to sign up 
at rebeccaosteen22@gmail.com.  
 
Tech Volunteers Needed 
We are looking for more volunteers to join our tech team on Sunday mornings. If you are 
interested in running sound, song lyrics, or our livestream, please email Will Mitchell at 
wmitchell@cfcbirmingham.org for more information. 
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Women’s Fellowship Dinner – Thursday, October 21st at 6:00pm 
Join us for dinner on Thursday, October 21 at 6:00pm as we hear about the women in Christ's 
lineage and how God's intentional inclusion of these unexpected women displays His grace 
and care for all His people. RSVP at cfcbirmingham.org/women. 
 


