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Revelation 5:9-11
What the passage says about this diverse group...
•

They are ransomed (from the shackles of sin).
And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked,
following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the
air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3 among whom
we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the
body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of
mankind. (Ephesians 2:1–3)
And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your
flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses,
14
by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands.
This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. (Colossians 2:13–14)

•

They are made into a kingdom—one kingdom.

•

They are priests.

•

They are part of a larger story of God’s plan for redemption.
You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on
eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now therefore, if you will indeed
obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession
among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; 6 and you shall be to me a
kingdom of priests and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak
to the people of Israel.” (Exodus 19:4–6)
I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” (Genesis 12:3)
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32 not like the
covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke,
though I was their husband, declares the Lord. 33 For this is the covenant that
I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will
put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their
God, and they shall be my people. 34 And no longer shall each one teach his
neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know
me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the Lord. For I will
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forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” (Jeremiah
31:31–34)
Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the
uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh
by hands— 12 remember that you were at that time separated from Christ,
alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of
promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ
Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of
Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has
broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law
of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself
one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us
both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility.
(Ephesians 2:11–16)
For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ’s, then you
are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise. (Galatians 3:27–29)
So what do we do now?
•

Turn from sin and turn to Jesus.

•

Bear fruit in keeping with repentance.
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