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PREFACE

So why an Advent devotional that focuses its attention on music? For 
one, it is almost certain that all of us will be exposed to Christmas music 
this Advent season. We think that is a good thing. It is a good thing that 
the music that fills the air this time of year will point our minds to the 
birth of Christ. Now, to be sure, not all of what we classify as “Christmas 
music” is about Christ. In some ways, the music is far from Christ. But as 
Christians, we cannot separate the music that accompanies this season 
with the Messiah who gives all meaning to this season. So while some of 
the music you will hear this month that is categorized as Christmas music 
is not quite Christian, we can take heart that some of it is, especially when 
we make it intentionally so. Sure we can enjoy that classic version of Nat 
King Cole’s “The Christmas Song” when it plays in the department sore, 
but we can truly rejoice when we gather together with our brothers and 
sisters on Sunday morning and boast, “Joy to the World, the Lord has 
come! Let earth receive her King!”

But more than all of that, many of the Christmas hymns are among the 
greatest songs in the church’s musical canon when it comes to teaching 
theology through song. Packed into these memorable lines of songs we 
have sung for decades are some of the most profound theologies that the 
church can sing. This is so because the primary focus of true Christmas 
songs is the most momentous theological event in history – the incarnation 
of Jesus Christ. In many ways, the theological richness of these songs is 
unmatched.

But despite the profundity, we often sing through the lines of these 
songs without much reflection. Our hope is that this Advent season, and 
perhaps by the help of this devotional, that changes for many of us. That 
this Christmas season, we would be more thoughtful, more reflective, and 
more responsive to the grace of God in Christ Jesus by reflecting on the 
magnitude of what God has done for us, even as we sing these Christmas 
songs.

With those goals in mind, this devotional seeks to provide theological and 
biblical insight into these magnificent Christmas songs. Each day of the 
Advent season, the devotional selects a lyric or verse from a song, followed 
by a brief reflection or explanation rooted in Scripture. The reflections 
are all written by Christ Fellowship Church members. It is our prayer for 
you that this Advent season is marked by deeper affections and greater 
adoration of Christ. Right theology (that is, right thinking about God) 
always leads us to doxology (praise). So let us think rightly and deeply this 
Advent season, and let us worship fully.
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INTRODUCTION

“Sing choirs of angels, sing in exultation 

Sing all ye citizens of heaven above; 

Glory to God, all glory in the highest:

O come, let us adore Him, Christ The Lord”

- O Come All Ye Faithful

Why this emphasis on singing? Why this emphasis on praise? Must we 
sing about Christ to fully embrace and enjoy the grace given to us in the 
Christmas story? Simply put, the answer is yes.

When we turn to the Gospel of Luke, we see in Luke 2:13-14 that the 
response of heaven to the birth of Christ was praise. “And suddenly, there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and 
saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on the earth peace among those 
with whom He is pleased.’” For the heavenly beings, those who even beheld 
the preincarnate Christ in heaven, their immediate response is praise.

C.S. Lewis helps us to understand why praise is the only fitting response, 
both for the angelic host and for us today. See what Lewis says: “[Previously] 
I thought of [praise] in terms of compliment, approval, or the giving of 
honor. I had never noticed that all enjoyment spontaneously overflows 
into praise.” That is, for us to truly enjoy Christ, we will inevitably respond 
in praise. Lewis continues: “I think we delight to praise what we enjoy 
because the praise not merely expresses but completes the enjoyment; it 
is its appointed consummation.” Our praising of Christ is the means by 
which our joy in Christ is made complete.

So let us sing this Advent season. Let us sing in exultation. And not with 
our lips alone, but with our minds thoughtfully engaged and our hearts 
full of joy in Christ. Make your joy complete this Advent season by joining 
in the songs of exultation with brothers and sisters. As a citizen of heaven 
(Philippians 3:20), join your voice with the angelic hosts, “Glory to God in 
the highest!” Indeed church, this Advent season, come let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord!
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MONDAY DECEMBER 1

Christmas is a time of great anticipation. Whether it’s children eagerly 
waiting for mom and dad to wake up on Christmas morning so they can 
open presents, or hungry adults licking their chops as Christmas dinner is 
set around the table, Christmas excites in us a sense of longing.

The Bible itself is replete with people who experienced this longing, this 
sense of anticipation as they looked forward to the coming Messiah. Adam 
and Eve eagerly awaited the one who would rid the earth of the curse 
by crushing the serpent’s head (Genesis 3:15). Abraham longed for the 
time when the nations would be blessed through his offspring (Genesis 
12:2-3). David looked forward to when the perfect King would come to 
rule his kingdom (2 Samuel 7:12-13). As the lines above show us, Israel 
yearned and groaned for the one who would not only ransom them from 
their captivity in exile, but who would ultimately ransom them from the 
tyranny of sin. In Christ’s birth, His first coming, we see in many ways the 
culmination of all this longing. The Son of God appeared, crushing the 
power of sin and Satan and showing Himself to be the perfect King who 
extends life to all nations.

But we don’t merely sing “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” as a historical 
reenactment looking forward to Christ’s first coming. No, we sing it today 
looking forward to Christ’s second coming in glory. We are, as Peter 
reminds us, still exiles (1 Peter 1:1, 17). We are still waiting for the day 
when Christ comes in power and forever does away with sin and death 
(Revelation 7:16-17). And so, this Advent season, more than we long for 
good food or the perfect gift, let us long for Christ. Let us sing with joy as 
we look forward with certain hope for Christ to come again and make all 
things new (Revelation 21:5).

O COME, O COME EMMANUEL

O come, O come, Emmanuel 
And ransom captive Israel 

That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel
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HARK, THE HERALD ANGELS SING

TUESDAY DECEMBER 2

Hark the herald angels sing 

Glory to the newborn King! 

Peace on earth and mercy mild 

God and sinners reconciled

An unbridled joy is present in “Hark the Herald Angels Sing.” The angels 
burst forth onto the scene with singing, glory is radiant in a new King, and 
peace and mercy abound on Earth. Yet the crescendo is found in the final 
line: God and sinners reconciled! How can it be?

Reconciliation is one of the major themes of the gospel. Paul reminds us 
in Romans 3 that because there are none who are righteous, none who 
understand God, and none who do good, we are separated from God. In 
Ephesians 2 we are confronted with the harsh reality of our sin condition: 
we are dead in our trespasses. This was our state: separated, alienated, and 
isolated from the source of life. And when you are separated from life, you 
are dead.

But in the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, we “who were once alienated 
and hostile in mind, Christ Jesus has reconciled in His body of flesh by 
His death, in order to present us holy and blameless and above reproach” 
before God (Colossians 1:21-22). Paul writes similarly in 2 Corinthians 
5:17-19, “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed 
away; behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ 
reconciled us to Himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that 
is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their 
trespasses against them.”

In this newborn King, we are offered our only hope. In Jesus Christ, God 
took the form of man so as to offer Himself as the sacrifice that we with 
our filthy rags could never make. In Jesus Christ, we who were once far off 
have been brought near by His blood (Ephesians 2:13). Jesus Christ is our 
reconciliation, and so we join the angels in singing.
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JOY TO THE WORLD

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 3

Joy to the world! The Lord is come 

Let earth receive her King!

Let every heart prepare Him room 

And heaven and nature sing!

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” These are the words of John 
the Baptist, the cousin of Jesus of Nazareth, in Matthew 3:2. One chapter 
later, in Matthew 4:17, they become the words of Jesus, as He makes an 
identical proclamation at the beginning of His own ministry. The call is for 
all to turn from their sin, to turn from the selfish and hopeless pursuits, 
and to embrace the King and the Kingdom that is coming into the world.

The call is the same for us today: repent. Repentance is encapsulated in the 
call to “let every heart prepare Him room.” Repentance involves the total 
renovation and realignment of our hearts. Our hearts are filled with idols 
and sinful desires. And repentance, by the Spirit, is the way to destroy 
those things, that we might receive the coming Lord. Repentance is the 
way into this Kingdom. Repentance is the way to continually embrace this 
King. And when embraced in this way, this King brings joy to the world.

So let us proclaim this King and His Kingdom to the world this Advent 
season. Let us call to hearts, and plead with them to prepare room, that the 
King of Glory may come in (Psalm 24:7).

Let us search our own hearts in order to de-clutter them, to destroy every 
idol, that we might prepare Him room. And as we do, let us join in with 
heaven and nature, and sing.
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WHAT CHILD IS THIS

THURSDAY DECEMBER 4

Why lies He in such mean estate, 

Where ox and beast are feeding? 

Good Christians, fear, for sinners here 

The silent Word is pleading.

Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, 

the cross be borne for me, for you. 

Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 

the Babe, the Son of Mary

The image of the manger is rather common at Christmas time. We sing of 
the manger. We highlight it in our Christmas Eve reading of Luke 2. We 
recreate the nativity scene with little figurines on our mantles or coffee 
tables. There is a great deal of emphasis on the manger at Christmas time 
– as there should be. But as we celebrate the birth of Christ, we cannot 
separate what took place outside the inn in Bethlehem from what took 
place on a hill outside Jerusalem some thirty-three years later. The link 
between the two is so inextricable that we cannot have one without the 
other. There is no significance in the cradle of Christ if there is no cross 
of Christ. We are a people who celebrate Christmas with an eye on Easter.

That is precisely what we have here in the two halves of this verse of “What 
Child is This.” Even as we reflect on the lowly and humble birth of Christ 
in a hay-scattered stall, the song directs our attention to the crucifixion 
of Christ. Long before Christ was to come, and long before the cross was 
in view (in the minds of men), the prophet Isaiah foretold Christ’s death. 
Isaiah 53:5, “But He was pierced for our transgressions; He was crushed 
for our iniquities; upon Him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 
and with His wounds we are healed.” Even as an infant in the manger, 
Christ was bound for a gruesome death on the cross in our stead.

Our song picks up on this enormous truth, and so must we. As we exult in 
the Savior’s birth, as we set up our nativities, let us be ever mindful that a 
cross is on the horizon. Indeed, the cross that was borne for me, for you. 
“Hail, hail the Word made flesh, the Babe, the Son of Mary!”
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OH HOLY NIGHT

FRIDAY DECEMBER 5

The King of Kings lay thus in lowly manger,

 In all our trials born to be our friend

How expensive is a meeting including every king or ruler on the planet? The 
figure is incalculable. Simply maintaining Britain’s royals is estimated at 
around $7000 per hour! With this enormous gap between citizens and kings, 
how can the monarchy relate to common man?

But this Christmas lyric tells staggering truth. The true God and King, 
Jesus Christ, ruling every king, is not supplied through taxes or inheritance. 
Colossians 1:16-17 tells us He owns all things, “...by Him all things were created, 
in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 
rulers... all things were created through Him and for Him... in Him all things 
hold together.”

The King over kings and countries, how can He relate across the unthinkable 
gap between Himself and humanity? See the complete humility of this King, 
with no demands for palaces and parades. He was born like us, naked and 
vulnerable, wrapped like every poor baby in Palestine, in frightening care of 
young mom and puzzled fiancée. He sleeps in the feed trough of a peasant 
dwelling, where the family animals gathered nightly, animals He designed 
before He was born!

But also, see the complete humanity of the child, “In all our trials, born to 
be our friend.” Jesus was born into powerless poverty that we naturally fear 
and despise! Hebrews 4:15 explains Christ’s identity with our condition, but 
without our sins, “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize 
with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, 
yet without sin.” Not a rich ruler who cannot relate, but a friend to poor rebels 
who deny our spiritual state before the righteous King! Praise God for Jesus, 
humble friend to sinners and perfect high Priest, who won our hopeless case 
through his sinless human life, suffering death, and glorious resurrection. 

King of Kings...born to be our friend!
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O COME ALL YE FAITHF UL

SATURDAY DECEMBER 6

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to thee be glory given;

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord

Words. We speak lots of them every day. Some of them are consequential, 
some are trivial, and many others are somewhere in-between. But what 
about God’s words? From the beginning of the Bible to the end, when God 
speaks, power is unleashed. He speaks and sun, moon, stars, cattle, birds, 
and seas exist (Genesis 1). He promises and a people is born, called, and 
blessed for the sake of the nations (Genesis 12:1-3). His voice, the Psalmist 
says, is powerful and full of majesty, and in response His people cry, 
“Glory” (Psalm 29).

So, when Jesus is introduced in John 1:1 as “the Word,” we are prepared 
for glory, and glory is what we see. He teaches in the synagogue and 
listeners hear something markedly different, indeed Someone different 
who teaches “with authority” (Mark 1:27). He speaks again in John 5 and 
the paralytic of 38 years grabs his mat and walks away (John 5:2-9). And 
so it continues throughout the Gospels—at the sound of His voice a raging 
sea becomes as glass (Mark 4:39), the sick are healed (Luke 4:39), the 
oppressed are freed (Luke 4:35), and, yes, the dead are raised to life (Luke 
8:50; John 11:43).

The apostle Paul said that the Kingdom of God does not consist in talk but in 
power (1 Corinthians 4:20). Surely that is true of the King of the Kingdom. 
His words were never absent power. His speak was never empty. Why? 
Because, as the song rightly says, He is the Word of the Father, a Father 
who has been making things new from the very beginning. So come, adore 
Him! The Word has become flesh, and nothing will ever be the same.
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JOY TO THE WORLD

SUNDAY DECEMBER 7

He rules the world with truth and grace 

And makes the nations prove

The glories of His righteousness 

And wonders of His love

In The Prince, Machiavelli famously wrote that it is “better to feared than 
loved, if you can’t be both.” But what if you can? The Bible refuses to 
concede Machiavelli’s sinister choice. The basic Christian confession is that 
Jesus is Lord. He rules from on high. His ministry on earth was a perpetual 
demonstration of His Lordship. He calmed winds and waves, set deranged 
men in their right minds, relieved decades long physical struggles with a 
touch, and even called forth a dead man from a tomb. Peter proclaimed 
this same Lordship to the crowd in Jerusalem, instructing them that the 
same Jesus who was crucified before them had been exalted over them 
(Acts 2:36). And the reign continues. He reigns in heaven even now, and 
He will return again, yes, to rule upon the earth. Fear Him, reverence Him, 
worship Him, for He rules the world!

Yet...His rule is gracious. He rules with truth and grace. He commands 
everyone to come to Him, but that summons is laced with grace: “Come 
to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls” (Matthew 11:28-29). And Jesus was never 
more kingly or gracious than when He was fixed to a cross by nails, for 
there the King of Glory decisively defeated the powers of Hell that threaten 
us all eternally (Colossians 1:15). He rules with truth and grace, and, in 
response, we wonder at His glory (John 1:14).
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O COME LE T US ADORE HIM

MONDAY DECEMBER 8

Come and behold Him, 

Born the King of angels

Come and behold Him! What a glorious, knee-bending invitation! Since the 
Fall of man in the garden, such a prospect had been rendered impossible 
for our sin-ravaged race. How could man, saturated with hellbent rebellion, 
come and behold Him? He is the holy God of all creation, and even upon 
the genuine request of Moses to see His glory in Exodus 33, did the Lord 
speak thus in response: “You cannot see my face, for man shall not see me 
and live.” For every generation from Adam to Joseph, only the rarest of 
glimpses, mere manifestations of Him, had been possible.

Man proved in every instance that he could never become holy like God; 
but God, in His holiness, came to us “in the likeness of men” (Philippians 
2:7). The coming of Jesus Christ, in such shocking vulnerability, is the 
greatest paradox the world has ever known. For an infant, dependent upon 
His earthly mother and father for all His physical needs, was yet crowned 
with authority over all the might of Heaven. As the Son of God (Hebrews 
1:5), the hosts of angels bow before Him in the manger (1:6), and each one 
is eager and ready to answer His every call (1:7-14). After all, the angels 
know the Father, to whom belongs all glory and honor, and this child bears 
His name (1:4).

“O come, all ye faithful”–behold Him! In the manger lies the great 
fulfillment of God’s promises to His people. The great mystery of God’s 
covenants, hidden for ages and generations (Colossians 1:26), is revealed 
at last in this perfect child, the King of angels, lying in a feeding trough. 
Behold Him! Behold the perfect Lamb, sent to save us.
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GOD REST YE MERRY GENTLEMEN

TUESDAY DECEMBER 9

Now to the Lord sing praises, 

All you within this place,

And with true love and brotherhood 

Each other now embrace

For a few brief hours on Christmas Day 1914, German and British soldiers 
along the front lines of World War I held an impromptu ceasefire. Sworn 
enemies emerged from their trenches, shook hands in no-man’s land, and 
celebrated Christmas in whatever meager way they could. It was a moving 
moment among an otherwise horrific war. Yet the sad reality is that the 
ceasefire ended. The moment of shared humanity proved to be just that: a 
moment, with no lasting effect beyond a few photographs and sentimental 
memories.

But what if a moment could fundamentally change relationships between 
people who otherwise would have no reason to love each other? What if 
something could happen that united people across all boundaries?

Such a thing has happened! Apart from Christ, we tend to look on those who 
are different than us as “other,” as people who should at the least be avoided, 
and perhaps even attacked. But at the cross, Christ broke down the dividing 
wall of hostility that might separate Christians (Ephesians 2:14). “So then, you 
are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints 
and members of the household of God” (Ephesians 2:19). As the lyrics above 
show, we who are Christ’s can have “true love and brotherhood” that goes 
beyond a mere moment, beyond simple common interests, beyond national 
identity, beyond ethnic makeup. In the world there are a myriad of reasons we 
should be divided, but there is one greater reason that we are in reality united. 
Because Christ came and died, we no longer pick up arms against each other, 
but embrace one another as brothers and sisters in Christ forevermore. As 
we gather and sing together this Advent season, we are not simply singing as 
a collection of individual voices. Instead, we sing as one unified church, one 
body. Let us rejoice that our unity in song is possible because Christ has made 
us one through His gospel.
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COME THOU LONG EXPECTED JESUS

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 10

Israel’s strength and consolation 

Hope of all the earth Thou art 

Dear desire of every nation 

Joy of every longing heart

In the time of the “long expected Jesus’” birth, God’s chosen people of 
Israel were living the ultimate dream deferred under the oppressive rule 
of a godless regime with centuries separating them from the last inspired 
prophetic writing.

In desperate need of strength and comfort, it would have been easy to lose 
hope and perform the choreography of religious ritual. But a hope rooted 
in the Lord, though not exempt from difficulty, is a joyful hope. In Luke 2, 
we are told “there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and 
this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, 
and the Holy Spirit was upon Him. And it had been revealed to him by 
the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 
Christ.”

The number of years Simeon waited for Christ isn’t recorded, but in 
obedience to the Spirit, Simeon went to the temple on the same day that 
Mary and Joseph brought their infant son, Jesus, to the temple in obedience 
to the law. There Simeon not only saw the incarnate Word, he held the 
fulfillment of all the law and prophets in his arms. In the overwhelming 
completion of a promise, he joyfully proclaimed, “Lord, now you are letting 
your servant depart in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have 
seen your salvation that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.”

Today, we as God’s people again wait for consolation. Paul writes in Romans, 
“we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we 
wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.” Let’s 
wait like Simeon—eagerly, expectantly, obediently, watchfully, hopefully, 
joyfully.
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OH HOLY NIGHT

THURSDAY DECEMBER 11

Chains shall He break for the slave is our brother

 And in His name all oppression shall cease

The Advent season is tremendously helpful in allowing us to reflect on hope that 
Christ brings to our broken world. The above verse simultaneously reminds 
us of the chain-shattering redemption that Christ enacts, and our personal 
connection with those in need. This lyric represents a biblical theology of God’s 
heart for the oppressed. 

In the Old Testament, we see dozens of commands designed to protect the 
oppressed and marginalized. In the New Testament, God actually becomes 
human and lives among the oppressed. Rather than simply hurling distant 
sympathy at those in need, Jesus genuinely identifies himself with them. He 
goes as far as to say, “... as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, 
you did it to me” (Matthew 25:40). Even before her Son’s birth, Mary also 
understood the powerful effect of Christ’s coming on the oppressed. 
In Luke 1 she sings:

“He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the 
thoughts of their hearts; He has brought down the mighty from their 
thrones and exalted those of humble estate; He has filled the hungry with 
good things, and the rich He has sent away empty.” (Luke 1:51-53)

Similar sentiments are expressed elsewhere in the New Testament. The writer 
of Hebrews implores us to, “Remember those who are in prison, as though 
in prison with them, and those who are mistreated, since you also are in the 
body” (Hebrews 13:3). Thus, the advent of Christ invites the believer into 
participation in the ministry of redemption.

As we sing these words this Advent season, let us reflect on the freedom God has 
granted each of us in Christ. Let us open our eyes to the needs of our brothers 
and sisters, knowing that whatsoever we do to them, we do unto Christ. And 
let us join our Savior in his mission of freeing the oppressed. In the words of 
the Catholic writer Thomas Merton, “Be human in this most inhuman of ages; 
guard the image of man for it is the image of God.”
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O COME, O COME EMMANUEL

FRIDAY DECEMBER 12

O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free 

Thine own from Satan’s tyranny 

From depths of Hell Thy people save 

And give them victory o’er the grave

The church in Corinth had their doubts about life after death. In 1 
Corinthians 15, Paul systematically addressed their concerns by first 
recounting Christ’s resurrection. He reminds them what the Scriptures 
said about the Messiah and how Jesus fulfilled those prophecies. He 
provided a firsthand account of Christ, resurrected, appearing to him on 
the road to Damascus (Acts 9). Then he reminded the Corinthians that 
because Christ has conquered death, those who believe in Him will not die 
(1 Corinthians 15:12-34).

We live in a temporary world. Our time here is a blip in history – here 
for a moment, then gone. However, for Christians, we have eternity to 
anticipate. We can live lives that reflect assurance of victory. Jonathan 
Edwards stated he was “Resolved, never to do anything, which I should be 
afraid to do, if I expected it would not be above an hour, before I should 
hear the last trump.” In other words, if Jesus came back within the hour, 
would I want to have accomplished ________________ (fill in the 
blank)? Imagine the abandon for Christ we would all experience if we 
asked ourselves that question in every decision-making process. We can! 
Christ is already victorious! We should live that way!

As we reflect on the birth and life of Christ this Advent season, remember 
the triumphant proclamation found in 1 Corinthians 15:56-57: “ ‘O death, 
where is your victory? O death where is your sting?’ The sting of death is 
sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Victory over the grave – this is 
profoundly good news!
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JOY TO THE WORLD

SATURDAY DECEMBER 13

No more let sins and sorrows grow 

Nor thorns infest the ground

He comes to make His blessings flow

Far as the curse is found

This stanza from “Joy to the World” sings of the furthest reaching salvific 
effects of the coming of Christ. Four important words in this song carry 
us all the way back to Genesis 3. Those words are sins, sorrows, thorns, 
and curse. In the story of creation, the first man and woman, Adam 
and Eve, are placed in the Garden of Eden, in God’s presence, in total 
perfection. But in time, they rebel against God. The deliberately disobey 
His commands. They are punished for their disobedience and the curse 
of the Fall overtakes them, as well as every human in history. The curse 
manifests itself in sorrows for all people, in the production of thorns and 
thistles from the once fruitful ground, and ultimately in physical and 
spiritual death of all people. This is our reality.

But a greater reality comes into view as Christ comes into the world. 
Though the sin of Adam brought the curse upon us all, the perfect work 
of Christ dispels it, for those who place faith in Him. The total reversal 
of the curse is in view here. In the coming of Christ, Genesis 3 is turned 
on its head. Though we still wrestle with sin, though we still experience 
sorrow, though the thorns manifest themselves all over creation, the curse 
has ultimately been broken in Christ Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. 
When we read Genesis 3, we do so with sadness and sobriety over the 
fallen condition of the world. But in Christ, we celebrate and anticipate the 
eradication of that curse forever. In hope, we hold fast to the fact that the 
blessings of Christ have come, are coming, and will indeed come in full, 
“far as the curse is found.”
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HARK THE HERALD ANGELS SING

SUNDAY DECEMBER 14

Mild He lays His glory by 
Born that man no more may die 
Born to raise the sons of earth 
Born to give them second birth 
Hark! The herald angels sing 
‘Glory to the newborn King!

The above lines list several reasons why Jesus came to earth, but all of 
them might well be summed up in one simple phrase: He was born that we 
might be reborn.

When Nicodemus approached Jesus at night and confessed that God must 
be with Him, Jesus responded with a rather perplexing statement: “Truly, 
truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of 
God” (John 3:3). Well, that just confused Nicodemus, who quite promptly 
asked how on earth a grown man could enter into his mother’s womb a 
second time. But Jesus was insistent: “Truly, truly, unless one is born of 
water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God” (John 3:5). 
What on earth is Jesus talking about?

It’s most likely that He is referencing Ezekiel 36. God’s people dwelt in 
exile and had profaned His name among the nations, dragging His name 
through the mud of their own sin. But instead of giving up on them, God 
promised that He would make them new: “I will sprinkle clean water on 
you... I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you... 
And I will put my Spirit within you” (Ezekiel 36:25-27). You see, God was 
telling Israel (and Nicodemus) that they had to be made new. In their 
natural state, they would never be clean enough to stand before God. They 
would need a new life, a second birth, for any chance of fellowship with 
him.

Like Israel in exile, we all are unclean, wallowing in the muck and the mire 
of sin. But God gives new life, second birth! “Everyone who believes that 
Jesus is the Christ has been born of God” (1 John 5:1). For we who have 
trusted in Christ, who have truly been born of God, we have every reason 
to join with the angels in singing “Glory to the newborn King!”
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GOD REST YE MERRY GENTLEMEN

MONDAY DECEMBER 15

This day is born a Savior

Of a pure Virgin bright,

To free all those who trust in Him

 From Satan’s power and might.

 O tidings of comfort and joy

Our greatest enemy, the devil himself, has two strong weapons: sin and 
death. In a Genesis 3 world, we are deeply wounded by these weapons. 
They are wielded against us on a daily basis. Sin is everywhere, at work 
in everyone. And death is sin’s inevitable consequence, its unavoidable 
outcome. These things (sin and death) are what we speak of when we 
speak of Satan’s power and might.

But in the birth of Christ, we celebrate the disarming of our great enemy. 
The incarnation is the beginning of Christ’s work of disabling the powers of 
sin and death. Hebrews 2:14-15 tells of this. “Since therefore the children 
share in flesh and blood, [Christ] Himself likewise partook of the same 
things, that through death He might destroy the one who has the power 
of death, that is, the devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death 
were subject to lifelong slavery.” We are told here that in Christ’s taking 
on flesh and blood, and then in His obedience to death, even death on a 
cross, Jesus destroys the one who has the power of death. The result is our 
freedom from Satan, from the power of sin, and from the sting of death.

Similarly, 1 John 3:8 tells us that, “The reason the Son of God appeared was 
to destroy the works of the devil.” The reason that Christ came to this earth 
was to destroy the works of sin and death. So as we celebrate the birth of 
Christ, we also celebrate the finished work of Christ on the cross, in which 
our enemies swords are beaten into plowshares (Isaiah 2:4). Indeed, this 
is great news of comfort and joy to all who trust in Jesus Christ.
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HARK THE HERALD ANGELS SING

TUESDAY DECEMBER 16

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see
 Hail the incarnate Deity

 Pleased as man with man to dwell
 Jesus, our Emmanuel

Hark! The herald angels sing
 “Glory to the newborn King!

“It was the best of times; it was the worst of times.” With these words 
Charles Dickens opens his famous novel A Tale of Two Cities. They might 
as well describe Genesis 2 & 3, if you take them in order. In Genesis 2 
creation is ordered, marriage is created, and, best of all, God is present. 
It was the best of times. But a simple turn of page and all that is good is 
marred by sin. Discord replaces harmony, death takes up its reign, and, 
most significantly, distance between God and man is introduced. Indeed, 
an eviction notice from Eden and God’s presence is served. It was the 
worst of the times.

The rest of the Bible is, in a sense, the story of reunion. And while there 
are tokens of that reunion all along the way, the hope climaxes not in a 
garden paradise but in gospel paradox. Man doesn’t ascend to be with 
God; God descends to be with man. He is with us, not because we found 
Him at last, but because He loved us at first. There is certainly mystery in 
all this. He is pleased as man to dwell with man, even as His deity remains 
perfectly intact. The Second Person of the Trinity, the Son of God, added 
humanity, yet He did not in any sense relinquish His divinity. These are 
heady theological truths. But don’t miss what the mystery is all about. 
Ultimately, the incarnation is not a riddle to be solved but a truth to be 
cherished. So “hail the incarnate Deity” and give “glory to the newborn 
King,” for our God is with us!
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OH HOLY NIGHT

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 17

Long lay the world in sin and error pining

 Till He appear’d and the soul felt its worth.

 A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices

 For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn!

Any celebration of the Christmas season must be accompanied by reflection 
on the very reason Christ came to this earth: for our sin. Ever since Adam 
and Eve took that seemingly simple bite from the forbidden fruit, the 
world has suffered from the distance that our sin created between God and 
us. Yet the beauty of Christmas is that when Christ appeared, wrapped in 
swaddling clothes and lying in a feeding trough, humanity is graced with 
the presence of God Himself. This “thrill of hope” is the promise of a future 
utterly different from our past. Creation itself was “subjected to futility...in 
hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption” 
(Romans 8:20-21). The world, weary in its captivity to sin, is elated with 
the possibility of new life through the life of Christ.
In His coming to the depths of our humanity He is a beacon of hope in 
the midst of utter darkness. Imagine you are in a dark room. Your eyes 
eventually adjust to the lack of light. Suddenly, the door flings open and 
you are lit up with a spotlight! This is but an imperfect analogy to the 
message of the gospel captured in this stanza of “Oh Holy Night.” Christ 
has come into out night and brightly shines the light of His mercy and love 
to sinful humanity, who has long “loved the darkness rather than the light 
because their works were evil” (John 3:19).

During this season of expectation and joy, remember the hope that Christ 
brings. In taking on our humanity He shows Himself to be our only hope 
in the midst of the darkness of our sin.
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HARK THE HERALD ANGELS SING

THURSDAY DECEMBER 18

Joyful, all ye nations rise 
Join the triumph of the skies 

With the angelic host proclaim: 
‘Christ is born in Bethlehem’ 
Hark! The herald angels sing 
‘Glory to the newborn King!

For one who was in reality the newborn King, Jesus’ birth was anything but 
earth-shattering news at the time. No trumpets blared in palace gardens. 
No heralds ran to the street corners to proclaim the birth of God’s Son. No, 
instead the news started amongst a band of social outcasts in a small town 
in Palestine.

But Scripture is clear that news of this magnitude couldn’t be contained 
for long. Psalm 67:3-4 says, “Let the people praise you, oh God; let all the 
peoples praise you! Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge 
the peoples with equity and guide the nations upon the earth.” If Jesus 
is the one who was to rule and guide the nations, then this news had to 
spread! So it’s no wonder that what started with a few shepherds expanded 
to a group of twelve men, which spread to make news in Jerusalem, which 
exploded across Judea and Samaria, and ultimately echoed to the ends of 
the earth. From Palestinian shepherds to Roman governors and Ethiopian 
court officials, the gospel burst forth as good news for people of all nations. 
Now, people from across the globe could rise and join with the angelic 
chorus, ascribing glory to Christ our King.

Jesus is worthy of all praise, from every person on this planet. We look 
forward to that day in Revelation 7:9-10 when “a great multitude that 
no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and 
languages” gather before the throne of God and cry out, “Salvation belongs 
to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” Until that day we go 
to the nations with joyful hope, proclaiming that Christ, the true King, has 
come and urging them to join in our song of triumphant praise!
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GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN

FRIDAY DECEMBER 19

Go tell it on the mountain 

Over the hills and everywhere 

Go tell it on the mountain 

Jesus Christ is born

Celebration and proclamation naturally occur at the birth of a long 
awaited child. Birth announcements are sent through the mail, gifts are 
presented to the newborn child, and social updates are made of the child’s 
weekly and monthly progress. Can you imagine the excitement of such an 
announcement one eve in a little town called Bethlehem? The magnitude of 
this announcement propelled angels to sing, shepherds to gather, and wise 
men to bring priceless gifts.

After centuries of waiting, Emmanuel, God with us, Jesus Christ, came into 
the world. “For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). What 
good news! Such news we cannot hold in nor keep from proclaiming. Not 
only are we propelled to proclaim such news, but we are also commissioned 
to go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that He has commanded us (Matthew 28:19-20).

Indeed, we must tell of God’s gracious gift to the world: Jesus, who knew no 
sin, but became sin for us, so that we might become the righteousness of God 
(2 Corinthians 5:21). The birth of one such as this we cannot hide. Would we 
refrain from sharing such a precious gift with one who does not know this 
Jesus? Does He mean everything to us, and embody all that we hold dear? 
At the end of the day, how much we truly treasure the birth Jesus is revealed 
by how much we speak of the birth of Jesus. If this is true, we must feel 
compelled and desire to go and tell it on the mountain....and everywhere, 
that Jesus Christ, our Savior, our Redeemer, our hope, our atonement, and 
our Good Shepherd has been born, lives, and reigns forever!
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HARK THE HERALD ANGELS SING

SATURDAY DECEMBER 20

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!

 Hail the Sun of Righteousness!

 Light and life to all He brings

 Risen with healing in His wings

“But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with 
healing in its wings” (Malachi 4:2).

Malachi, the prophet whose book is the last of the Old Testament, wrote 
these words to a people weary from exile and captivity. But these words 
are a promise, that for the people of God, good news was in store. And that 
good news would involve a visitation of God to His people. In other places 
in the Old Testament, the rising of the sun is used as a metaphor for God 
coming to His people (see Isaiah 60:1-2).

The writer of “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” is utilizing this image, and 
even this verse from Malachi. Like many others in Christian history have 
done, our songwriter attributes this prophecy to the coming of Christ. 
Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, as the light of the world, is indeed the 
One whose visitation Malachi foretells. Continuing with the metaphor, 
Malachi, and our songwriter, are not saying that Jesus Christ has wings. 
No, the image is that of the sun that rises, whose rays spread out like wings 
and cover the earth. This poetic imagery is all pointing to the truth that 
the apostle John uncovers for us in his gospel. There, in John 8:12, Jesus 
claims, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life.” In the person of Christ, light and 
life and healing are brought to a dark and dead and sin-diseased world.

The rising sun is a welcome sight after a long a weary night. And that very 
sun lifts our eyes to the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who has come into the 
world, bringing light, life, and healing to those of us who dwelt in darkness. 
So indeed, for this hope bestowed upon us, let us “Hail the heaven-born 
Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness!”
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O COME, O COME EMMANUEL

SUNDAY DECEMBER 21

O come, Thou Day-Spring, come and cheer

 Our spirits by Thine advent here

 Disperse the gloomy clouds of night

 And death’s dark shadows put to flight

The power of sin lies precisely in that it affects the whole person. Sin not 
only creates an infinite gap between God and man, it also dominates our 
very way of living. Both Jesus and Paul taught that all who are under sin 
are “slaves to sin” (John 8:34; Romans 6:20). Consequently, humanity has 
lived long under the “gloomy clouds of night,” dominated by the weight of 
sin.

The very reason we celebrate Advent each year, however, is because Christ 
has brought an end to our darkness. “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
images Christ as a “Day-Spring”, which is an old way of describing dawn, 
the beginning of the day. In descending from heaven to our time and place 
Jesus has enacted the beginning of God’s ultimate plan for salvation, 
making possible that those who would respond in faith might be sons and 
daughters of God (Romans 8:12-17). This infant proved to be powerful 
enough to put to flight “death’s dark shadows” for the sake of those He 
came to save. In so doing, Jesus has removed the gloominess that comes as 
a result of our failure to live rightly as His people and instills the revitalizing 
impact of His presence as Emmanuel, “God with us.”

Christian, in this season of Advent, let your countenance reflect the joy 
and cheer that Christ makes possible for you. He has removed from you 
any reason to return to the darkness of your sin. As you prepare your 
hearts and minds to celebrate the coming of our Lord, remember that His 
presence means life and peace to all who would believe in Him.
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OH HOLY NIGHT

MONDAY DECEMBER 22

Truly He taught us to love one another 

His law is love and His gospel is peace

A favorite for Christians around the world, “O Holy Night,” derived 
from the French poem “Cantique De Noël,” places the hearer in the 
setting of Christ’s birth as described in the gospel of Luke. The first two 
stanzas illustrate not only the physical scene, but also the unprecedented 
significance of the coming of Christ as the Redeemer to a world “pining in 
sin and error,” yet now “thrilled with hope” at its long-awaited deliverance.

The third stanza, beginning with the lines written above, speak directly 
to the Church summarizing the effect of the work which would be 
accomplished by Christ in His life and, ultimately, in His death. The 
sacrifice Jesus was born to make, that which would place Him forsaken 
and cursed by God the Father, bearing the weight of all our sin in our stead 
upon a Roman cross, is the truest and most pronounced incarnation of 
love. On the cross the personification of Love (1 John 4:7-8) performs the 
greatest act of love (John 15:12-13).

And how are we called to respond? When we consider our sin, and when 
we “survey the wondrous cross,” to quote another great hymn, the natural 
response of the believing soul is a reproduction of Christ’s sacrificial love 
to each other and to the world. This is Jesus’ instruction to his disciples 
in John 13:34-35, immediately after the last supper. Love is commanded–
His law is love. And bonded together in love, unified by our redemption 
in Christ, we as His followers identify ourselves to the world by our love 
for each other. This love finds its root in a gospel which grants us peace 
with God, completing our reconciliation with Him that began with His 
promises to His people in the Old Testament.

Truly He taught us—and showed us—to love one another.
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HARK THE HERALD ANGELS SING

TUESDAY DECEMBER 23

Mild He lays His glory by 
Born that man no more may die 
Born to raise the sons of earth 
Born to give them second birth 
Hark! The herald angels sing 
‘Glory to the newborn King!’

In the above lyrics, it is tempting to speed past that first line without even 
thinking. After all, this is Christmas, right? Let’s get to the birth part, with 
shepherds, angels, a manger, animals, and all that other Christmasy stuff. But 
pause for a brief moment and reflect on that first line: “Mild He lays His glory 
by.”

You see, being born is a matter over which you and I have no choice. If you 
are reading this, you were born without anyone asking you if you would like to 
be born or not. Birth is simply our lot as humans. But for Jesus the situation 
was much different. In a passage that calls for Christians to act in humility 
towards one another, Philippians 2:5-11 tells us that Jesus’ time on earth was 
the ultimate act of humility, and that it all started with His birth. Jesus is the 
Son of God, the second Person of the Trinity. Before His birth in Bethlehem, 
He dwelt in perfection and glory; all power and authority were His. He had the 
option that we never have; Jesus could have chosen to keep Himself free from 
the dirt and grime, the heartache and hurt that comes from being human. But 
instead, He “emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men” (Philippians 2:7). In condescending to come to earth, Jesus 
laid aside the glory that rightfully belonged to Him and became human.

This Advent season, don’t forget that for Jesus, birth was an act of humility, 
a choice to lay what was rightfully His to the side in order that He might set 
you free and give you life. For this humble obedience, Philippians 2:9-11 goes 
on to tell of the highly exalted status that the Father confers upon the Son. 
“Therefore God has highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name that 
is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.“ Indeed, let us sing, “Glory to the 
newborn King!”
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COME THOU LONG EXPECTED JESUS

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 24

Come, Thou long expected Jesus 

Born to set Thy people free

From our fears and sins release us

Let us find our rest in Thee

Rest is a significant idea that is portrayed in both the Old and New 
Testaments. There are examples of rest from war, rest from work, and 
so forth. But all of that rest, though in some ways manifested in physical 
means, points to a much greater spiritual reality.

From an Old Testament vantage point, the longing for the coming Messiah 
had in view the benefit of the rest that He would bring. The thought was 
that the Messiah might give the people of Israel rest from their enemies 
by overthrowing them. But with the New Testament in view, it becomes 
clear that God has in mind a rest that is more extensive, a rest that 
could even exist in the midst of oppression from enemies. And that rest 
is made available to us in Christ, even now. Jesus beckons in Matthew 
11:28, “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.” In Christ, believers can rest from their need to appease God, to 
gain His approval. Those things are granted in Christ, and could never be 
successfully attained by us in our own merit. What we are talking about 
here is a spiritual rest that calls us to put all of our hope in the perfect, 
finished work of Christ. All of our efforts cannot achieve this rest. But, 
thanks be to God, Christ’s efforts have.

Hebrews 4:1-13 calls us to enter into this rest. But the picture in Hebrews 4 
is a rest that has been given to us even now in Christ, but has not been given 
fully. So there remains a fullness of rest for the people of God that will not 
be enjoyed in this life. At present, we still strive and struggle against sin. 
But there is a day coming when we will no longer do so. We will enter the 
promised eternal rest of God and our striving will be no more. And as we 
anticipate that day, we can sing for it and pray for it with longing hearts. 
With Revelation 22:20, we say, “Come Lord Jesus;” and with this song, we 
sing, “Let us find our rest in Thee.”
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THURSDAY DECEMBER 25

On this day, we want to invite you to do just what we have 
been talking about throughout this entire devotional: sing. 
Sing to your Savior. Exult in His birth. Magnify the Lord with 
song for all that He has done for you. We have even included 
lyrics from three of the songs that we have studied in this 
devotional, in hopes that they will aid you in your worship 
of Christ this day. So wherever you are and whoever you are 
with, we hope that you will make this a day of praise, a day in 
which you sing in exultation. 

O Come All Ye Faithful

O come all ye faithful 

Joyful and triumphant 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold Him

Born the King of angels;

O come let us adore Him

O come let us adore Him

O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord

Sing choirs of angels

Sing in exultation

Sing all ye citizens of heaven above; 

Glory to God, all glory in the highest:

O come let us adore Him

O come let us adore Him

O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord

Yea, Lord, we greet thee,

Born this happy morning;

Jesus, to thee be glory given;

Word of the Father, 

Now in flesh appearing: 

O come let us adore Him

O come let us adore Him

O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord
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Joy to the World

Joy to the world! The Lord is come 

Let earth receive her King!

Let every heart prepare Him room 

And heaven and nature sing

And heaven and nature sing

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing

Joy to the world! the Savior reigns 

Let men their songs employ 

While fields and floods

Rocks, hills and plains

Repeat the sounding joy 

Repeat the sounding joy 

Repeat, repeat the sound joy

No more let sins and sorrows grow 

Nor thorns infest the ground

He comes to make

His blessings flow

Far as the curse is found

Far as the curse is found

Far as, far as the curse is found

He rules the world with truth and grace 

And makes the nations prove

The glories of His righteousness

And wonders of His love

And wonders of His love

And wonders and wonders of His love

Hark the Herald Angels Sing

Hark the herald angels sing

“Glory to the newborn King!

Peace on earth and mercy mild

God and sinners reconciled”

Joyful, all ye nations rise

Join the triumph of the skies

With the angelic host proclaim:

“Christ is born in Bethlehem”

Hark! The herald angels sing

“Glory to the newborn King!”

Christ by highest heav’n adored

Christ the everlasting Lord!

Late in time behold Him come

Offspring of a Virgin’s womb

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see

Hail the incarnate Deity

Pleased as man with man to dwell

Jesus, our Emmanuel

Hark! The herald angels sing

“Glory to the newborn King!”

Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!

Hail the Sun of Righteousness!

Light and life to all He brings

Ris’n with healing in His wings

Mild He lays His glory by

Born that man no more may die

Born to raise the sons of earth

Born to give them second birth

Hark! The herald angels sing

“Glory to the newborn King!”
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