
I Corinthians 15:1-11 

1 What four points does Paul see as of first importance concerning the Gospel of Jesus Christ? 

 

 

 

 He says 3 of these events in Christ’s life were “according to the scriptures”.  One of the most 

complete O. T. scriptures that describes Jesus death and its purposes is Isaiah 53.  This is a 

‘servant – Messianic’ passages of which there are at least 5 (Is. 42, 49, 50, 52, 61).   There are 

also many ‘kingly – Messianic’ passages. 

 

2. Read Isaiah 53.  Which verses remind you of specific things that happened to Jesus at the 

time of his death? 

 

 

 

 

3. Which verses say or imply that he died and was buried? 

 

 

 

4. Which verses show that he did not stay dead? 

 

 

 

5. What does this passage say concerning the reason for his death (Use as many verses as you 

want.) 

    

 

 



5a.  Take 1 of these verses and explain it fully and apply it to yourself:  what it means for you 

personally.  I hope you’ll share what you write.   

 

 

6.  What O. T. events did Jesus say were a prefiguring of his death and resurrection?  Read 

Matt. 12:39-40; John 3:14, 12:32.  How did they prefigure the Christ? 

 

 

 

7. What yearly Jewish festival was a foreshadowing of Jesus death?  Explain it a little. 

 

 

 

8.  Luke 24:25-26 tells us what Jesus himself said concerning himself and O. T. prophecy.  As we 

know not just his death but his firth and life fulfilled many other O. T. prophecies.  It seems a 

shame that so few Jews of his day could see it.  John the Baptist was a notable exception.  He 

called Jesus the ______________ of God who takes away the ____________ of the world.  

(John 1:29) 

Isaiah 53 is not the only O. T. passage concerning Messiah’s death and resurrection but it is the 

most complete.  Psalm 22 is also very descriptive and certainly the Passover sacrifice always 

dies and yet many O. T. verses say Messiah will reign forever.  How difficult it proved for the 

people of that day to put the two together.  I Cor. 1:23-24 states it very well.  

  

 

9.  Paul presents his first 3 points as being the fulfillment of O. T. prophecy.  His 4th point 

(concerning the truth of the gospel) involves truthful witnesses.  Who are the primary ones 

mentioned? 

 

 

10.  When we read the Bible we read these eyewitnesses’ accounts.  Do you have a favorite?  

Tell us why. 



 

11. Before the N. T. was written down and passed around, early believers had to rely on the 

preaching of eye witnesses to Jesus life and resurrection.   

     a. Were these men devout Jews who practiced their Jewish faith? 

     b. Were they looking for the coming Messiah; how do you know? 

 

     c. Did they know the O. T. scriptures and quote them in their writing? 

     d. What were Paul’s credentials (Phil. 3:4-6)? 

 

 

     e. Why does he consider himself the least among the apostles? 

 

12. When we read the N. T. we are reading the preaching of several eye witnesses.  Luke is the 

only exception and he writes as a historian having gathered data from many eye witnesses.  

(Mark is believed to be writing Peter’s account.)  Have you believed the preaching of these eye 

witnesses especially the 3 points Paul lists in v. 3-4?  Write out for yourself these 3 points that 

Paul says are the core of the gospel, which the eye witnesses testify to and which we must 

believe to be saved.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

I Corinthians 15: 12-20 

1 Read I Cor. 15:12-20.  Key to the remainder of this chapter is the testimony by the eye witnesses 

that Jesus was ________________________________________________? 

2. Two conflicting positions are presented here: Jesus was raised from the dead and Jesus was not 

raised from the dead.  What is the support for the ‘was not’ position as you have heard it or 

believed it? 

 

 

 

3. What does Paul say are the consequences of believing the ‘was not’ position (v. 14-18)? 

 

 

 

 

4. The severity of these consequences makes this a very important question.  Let’s review the 

Christian position concerning death.   

     a. When did death appear upon the earth?  Read Gen. 2:16-17; 3:1-7, 21-22. 

 

     b. Death came as the result of what? 

     c. Was the inevitability of death part of man’s original nature as created by God? 

 

5. The book of Romans deals in more detail with this sin-death issue especially chapters 5 & 6, but 

it is too much for us to go through all of that, just read Ro. 5:12-14; 6:23.   

     a. How did sin enter the world? 

     b. Have all people sinned? 

     c. What was given to men so they would recognize sin? 

     d. Adam was a pattern for whom? 

     e. The payment for sin is ______________________? 



6. If death is the result of sin, then if something could be done about sin maybe something could be 

done about death?  This brings us back to v. 3 & 17 in Corinthians 15  

     a. What does v 3 say has been done about sin? 

 

     b.  What does Jesus say in Mt. 26:28? 

 

     c. What does Heb. 9:22 say? 

 

     d. What needed to be done about sin?  We just stop sinning? 

 

 

7.  Paul is saying here in Ch. 15 that belief in Jesus’ crucifixion is by itself not enough to bring 

complete salvation.  It is necessary that we believe Jesus rose from the dead. 

     a. Our belief is not just for this life here on earth, we also hope for ____________________.  

Read Jn. 10:28; 11:25-26. 

   

    b. Would you follow Jesus if he had not demonstrated that he has authority and power over 

death? 

 

8. Verse 17 says if Jesus did not rise from the dead we are still in our sins.  Ro. 4:25 says: “ He was 

delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for out justification.” Let’s look at that. 

     a. Did Jesus commit any sins? 

     b. Whose sins did he die for as a sacrificial lamb? 

     c. If these sins are forgiven by God Almighty, Father in Heaven and he accepts the sacrifice, then 

what holds Jesus, the righteous one, in the grave? 

  

     d. Jesus’ resurrection is proof that whose sins are forgiven? 

     e. Were your sins carried to the grave with Christ? 

     f. Justification is a legal term meaning? 



 

9.  Considering all this how important is it to you personally that Jesus rose from the dead? 

 

 

 

10. In v. 18 when it uses the term “fallen asleep in Christ” what does that mean? 

 

11. The ‘first fruits’ is a harvest term meaning the first to ripen and be picked.  The Israelites were 

told to bring the best of their first fruits to the Lord as an offering, and then the rest of the harvest 

would come and God’s blessing would rest on it all.  If Jesus, the first fruits of those who have fallen 

asleep arose what does that mean for the rest of those who have fallen asleep in Christ? 

 

12. Was Jesus’ resurrection spirit, soul and body or only spirit and soul:  How do you know? (Lk. 

24:36-43 & John 20)   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1 Corinthians 15:21-29 

1.How did death enter the world; through whom? 

 

2. Death came as the result of how many sins? 

 

Unfortunately, Adam and Eve had only one nature to pass to their physical offspring and that 

nature was now flawed.  If you introduce a large amount of bacteria into your dough and then 

make 6 dozen cookies all the cookies will be contaminated, even if you make a 100 dozen from 

that original dough.  The obvious conclusion about this Adamic nature we each inherit is that 

nothing existed that was greater than the original contaminate.  Think about this. 

 

 

3. What were the Jews told to do in the O.T. to temporarily clean the outward effects of the 

contaminate, sin (Heb. 10:1-4)? 

     a. Were the worshipers made perfect? 

 

     b. Was this enough of a cure for mankind (Heb. 9:13)? 

 

4. 1 Cor. 15: 3 and 22 talk about something that is able to remove the contaminant.  What is 

that and what is the result?  Read Heb. 10: 5-14; we will discuss it in class.  

  

 

5. When Christ arose his body was made alive and also changed in some ways.  Verse 23 says 

we will receive our perfected bodies when? 

 

6. If we have already ‘fallen asleep’ before Christ returns where will our soul - spirit have been 

waiting (Luke 23:43; 2 Cor. 5:6-8; Phil. 1:21-24; and Rev. 6:9-11).  

  

 

 



 

7. When Christ returns he will ____________________ until he has destroyed what? 

8. These enemies that are spoken of can be several different things.   What is suggested in the 

following verses: Ps.2:1-6;  Eph. 6:12.   

 

 

9. What is the last enemy to be destroyed?  If you enjoy prophecy, read Rev. 19:14-20:15 and 

you will see the order in which Christ’s enemies are destroyed.  

 

 

10. Who gave Christ Jesus this authority and has decreed that everything will be under his feet?  

Check back to Ps. 2 where we are also told who made Jesus King of all .  Eph. 1:22 gives the 

same answer.   

 

 

11. After Jesus has won his kingdom he gladly hands it over to God the Father and he puts 

himself in _________________ to whom?   

     a. What do you think about Jesus doing all this work beginning at his birth and ending in his 

death and then submitting himself to God the Father?  What do you learn about submission in 

his example?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1 Corinthians 15: 30-41 

1 What do you suppose this being baptized for the dead is all about?  Do we still do this?  For 

what reason do you think they did it, in the context of this passage? 

 

 

2.  From this strange practice Paul moves on to a more understandable argument for the 

resurrection of the dead.  If this life was all you had would you constantly endanger yourself for 

the sake of others, especially strangers? 

    

a. What kind of danger is he talking about – see 2 Cor. 11:23-27 if you are unsure? 

 

b. “I die every day” is explained by Ro. 8:36.  Tell us what he meant. 

 

c.  We don’t really know about the ‘wild beasts’.  If Paul is not speaking literally what might 

the ‘wild beasts’ represent? 

 

 

d. He finishes with the idea that if we have nothing to hope for beyond this life we should 

just live for ______________________? 

3.   What 2 accusations does Paul bring against those who are teaching that there is no 

resurrection of the dead (Remember the Sadducees in Matt. 22: 23-33)? 

 

 

4. Have you ever been misled in your Christian walk by listening to these kinds of people?  How 

did you see your error?   

 

5. Verse 35 begins the whole discourse on the resurrection body.  Apparently some sceptics 

were ridiculing the idea that a disintegrated body could be reformed.  This idea is on a par with 

Nicodemus’ reply to Jesus’ statement, “You must be born again”. Read John 3:3-9.  Jesus is 

speaking of a ___________________ truth and Nicodemus is imagining a  _____________ 

event. 



6. This was a common misunderstanding of Jesus’ words.  In John 6 Jesus says, “I am the bread 

of life of which you must eat” and the people responded, “How can this man give us his flesh to 

eat”?  1 Cor. 2: 9-15 explains why they did not understand.  Please summarize it or express it in 

your own words.   

 

7.  Paul goes on to argue that there are examples in nature that should help us to understand 

the resurrection body.  From the plant world what is his example? 

 

a. When we die our dead body is like a ______________? 

b. A seed has within it the germ of what is to come, but this is not the same as what comes 

from it; however, there is a relationship – the acorn produces an __________________ 

which is very different in appearance from the acorn that was planted but the 

_______________in its turn produces an ___________.  So a recognizable sameness is 

maintained but also a significant difference.  

Excerpt from Tyndall Commentary on 1 Cor.:  We sow seed, which is destroyed in the form in 

which it is sown.  The act of sowing, taken with this destruction, is so similar to the process of 

death among mankind that Paul can speak of the grain dying.  Carrying on this metaphor the 

growth that follows is a process of quickening, and quickening of the grain depends on its 

having ‘died’.  The seed must be destroyed if the new life is to appear.  Familiarity with the 

marvel of growth has dulled our sense of wonder.  But if we did not know, how would we ever 

guess that casting a seed into the ground and burying it is the way to produce living plants.  

Why then should we regard as incredible the transformation of a dead body?    

8, The animal world also gives an example of ‘same but different’: same – all animals have 

_________; different – they do not have the ____________ flesh.   

9.  In verse 40 my commentary says there is some disagreement about what “heavenly bodies” 

and ‘earthly bodies” refer to.  Taken by itself we would think “earthly bodies” refers to beings 

made to live on earth in which case “heavenly bodies” would refer to beings made to live in the 

heavens – angels.  The problem is we don’t think of them as having bodies, being spirit, but 

they do have glory. (Rev. 4:6-8; 10: 1-3; 18: 1).  Write down your thoughts.  

  

10. In v 41 Paul compares and contrasts the sun, moon, and stars as seen from our view point.  

They all have splendor but they are also different.  We now know from looking at Hubble 

Telescope pictures how vast and varied are the splendors of the stars.  In summary:  God has 

already created a large number of bodies.  Why then could he not create a resurrection body? 

Thinking back to Jesus’ resurrection, which is a pattern of the resurrection to come, how was 

his resurrection body the same but also different?   



1 CORINTHIANS 15:42-58 

1 Read 1 Cor. 15:42-58.   Paul takes up where we left him stating that the resurrection body will 

be significantly different from the old body probably not in looks but in every other way.  List all 

the contrasting words that Paul uses to describe the resurrection body as opposed to the 

earthly body.   

 

 

 

2. Using a dictionary define some of the characteristics of the old body and the new body. 

 

 

 

 

3. Which description is the most meaningful or surprising to you?  

 

4.  Greek thought held that it was good for the soul-spirit to be free of the body in the afterlife.  

Paul is not having that, and says that is not the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Did Jesus rise bodily from 

the dead?   

5. Paul argues that just as your earthly nature was encased in a natural body fit for this world so 

your new spiritual nature will be encased in a ________________________ body (fit for the 

“new heaven and new earth” Rev, 21).   

6. In verse 45, “It is written” refers to what O.T. passage? 

7.  Jesus, the last Adam, became what ____________________________________? 

     a. Who promised the Holy Spirit and sent Him (Jn. 15:26)? 

     b. What had to happen before the Holy Spirit could come (Jn. 7:39; 16:7)? 

 

 

8. In v. 47, the first man Adam was made of __________________________? 

     a. Where did his life come from? 



     b. What happened to that life when he sinned? 

    c. What was removed so that Adam and Eve would not sustain their life as fallen creatures 

forever (Gen 3:22-23)? 

    d. Where is it now? 

9. “The 2nd man was from _________________? 

     a. Who brought that perfect heavenly life into Mary’s womb? 

     b. Who brings spiritual life to us so that we are born again?  Acts 2:38 & Ro. 8  You might 

want to add other scriptures to share as well. 

 

 

10. Even though we are saved now, we are a hybrid.  When we die the earthly body goes where 

_____________________?  The redeemed soul-spirit goes where ___________________ ? 

11. We have the Spirit of Jesus within us.  Paul says we shall also have a heavenly body like 

Jesus resurrection body.  When will this happen according to the text?  The last trumpet signals 

what? (Matt. 24:30-32) 

 

 

12. Paul say that victory over death will not be complete until the perishable has been clothed 

with the imperishable.  What is our last enemy to be destroyed?  Remember from Rev. 21:14 

what went last into the lake of fire.  

13.  Our salvation will be completed body, soul, and spirit.  Read Ro.8:22-25  

     a. What are the first-fruits of the Spirit? 

 

     b. What do we wait for? 

 

14. Verse 56 tells us of 2 other enemies.  What are they?  How did Jesus deal with them (2 Cor. 

5:18-21; Col. 2:13-14)? 

 

15. In his closing words Paul urges us to do what?  What does that look like in your life at this 

time?  Why is our labor not in vain? 



1 CORINTHIANS 15: 1-58 

1 Read 1 Cor. 15 in its entirety.  We are saved by receiving and believing 

_________________________? 

a. Again, what are the 3 important points Paul considers foundational to this belief? 

 

b. Paul says all the eye witnesses are __________________________ on these 3 points. 

2. Where do you think this anti-resurrection idea came from?  Where does it come from today? 

 

 

3. Can you summarize Paul’s argument against it? 

 

 

4. Are you convinced that Jesus rose from the dead?  What convinces you?  Have you heard any 

of the apologist’s arguments? 

 

 

5. Are you convinced that you will rise from the dead (Col. 3:1-4; Eph. 1:13-14)? 

 

6. Because you do not now have a perfect resurrection body is that any proof that you never 

will? 

 

7. What examples does Paul give of same but different bodies?  We see in the seed example 

that identity is maintained.  Does an acorn ever produce a pine tree?  Does an Oak tree ever 

produce pine cones? 

 

 

 

8. When will believers receive their new resurrection body? 

    a. What are the 2 different groups that are mentioned in 15:51-53?  



     b. Do they both end up the same? 

9.  Let’s look at some other scriptures concerning Christ’s return – the day of the Lord. 

     a. Read 1 Thess. 4:13-5:11. What is the order of events? 

 

 

  

     b. God did not appoint us to suffer ______________________? 

c. What have you learned from this text? 

 

 

10. When God created Adam and Eve he had already created their home – the earth.  In Jesus 

Christ, God is now creating new children and he will create for them new spiritual bodies and a 

new home – the new heaven and earth.  These are prophesied in Is. 65: 17–25 and Rev. 21: 1-5.  

Read Rev. 21: 1-5; 22: 1-5.  What do you learn about your new home? 

 

 

 

 

11. Do you have any questions or fears concerning death that you would like to talk about and 

that you are willing to share?  Don’t think you’re the only one, most people have fears even if 

they know they are saved.  

 

 

12. Other references to read if you are interested: 

     Isaiah 13:6-13      God’s wrath 

     Isaiah 25:6-9          demise of death 

     Isaiah 35                the redeemed 

     Matt. 24; Mark 13; Luke 21 - the Olivet Discourse as remembered by 3 of Jesus’ disciples. (It 

is believed that Mark is giving Peter’s view.) 


