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Take Away – Corinth, AZ: Marriage is a reflection of Jesus 
Vicar Joel Kosberg  Text: I Cor. 7:1 -7 Date: 7-5-20 
 
With your group… 
Answer each of the following questions prompted by today’s sermon.  
1. Vicar Joel reminds us that “people are all over the place in their thoughts about the 

definition and value of marriage.” What are some of the marriage philosophies that 
are presented in today’s world? 

2. How should we, as Christians, respond to an American culture that idolizes sex?  
3. How am I supposed to live as a Christian in a world that doesn’t value what I value? 
4. Read 1 Corinthians 7:1-2, Hebrews 13:4, and 1 Thessalonians 4: 3 - 4. God’s word is 

clear that the only appropriate context for sex is within marriage. What are the 
reasons why God has placed sex within the bounds of marriage? Why aren’t we, as 
Christians, given license to have “sex at will”?  
 

Tim Keller’s book, “The Meaning of Marriage” declares three distinct points regarding 
marriage:   

a. Marriage is fundamentally about commitment,  
b. Marriage results in radical personal growth, and  
c. Marriage is one of the most visceral ways that we experience the love of Jesus 

in our lives.  
5. Marriage is fundamentally about lifelong commitment. “The description of marriage 

as a commitment makes marriage come off as lifeless, boring, or maybe even 
oppressive. I am suggesting actually the opposite is true. It is commitment that 
makes a marriage relationship so special.” Why does commitment make marriage 
special in comparison to a couple living together without being formally married?  

6. God’s love is a commitment to us for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in 
sickness and in health – marriage is a reflection of Jesus’ love for His Church. Share 
the names of couples that you know that do a great job of reflecting Jesus’ love 
through the witness of their marriage. What is it about their marriage that makes 
you select them? Give specific things you have seen and notice.   
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God makes it clear that there is nothing wrong, and everything right, about sex in 
marriage. Satan’s great strategy, when it comes to sex, is to do everything he can 
to encourage sex outside of marriage, and to discourage sex within marriage. It is an 
equal victory for Satan if he accomplishes either plan.  
7. What is your reaction to the two-pronged approach that Satan has for attacking 

marriage?  
a. What does Satan accomplish by encouraging sex outside of marriage? What 

are common consequences?  
b. What does Satan accomplish by discouraging sex within marriage? What are 

common consequences?  
8. Vicar Joel shared, “The sort of intimacy that results from unconditional commitment 

leads to radical personal growth. Marriage operates on me almost like a magnifying 
glass on all of my character flaws.” If you are married, provide an example of a time 
when you grew because your faults were revealed to your spouse and there were 
able to help you grow through them.  

9. “One of the most important things that makes marriage work is sacrificial love - 
being able to love your spouse in seasons where you receive little if any love in 
return.” What has/will keep us by the side of the one we love when they are unable 
to reciprocate the acts of love we offer them?  

With your kids… 
10. What married couple do you most enjoy being around? Give some reasons for why 

you chose them.  
11. How does it make you feel to know that when you do something wrong that those 

that love you forgive you and keep loving you? 
12. Describe seeing a married couple you know of having a good time and laughing 

together. What are your thoughts seeing a husband and a wife getting along so well 
together?  

On your own… 
13. If you are married, spend some time taking the Focus on Marriage Assessment and 

then discuss the results with your spouse.  
14. If you are not married, spend some time taking the Love Languages Singles Quiz to 

learn more about how you best receive love.  


