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Take Away – That’s a Power Move: The Ascension of Jesus  
Vicar Joel Kosberg Text: Ephesians 1: 15 - 23; Acts 1: 1 - 11; Luke 24: 44 - 53 
Date: 5-24-20 
 
With your group… 
Answer each of the following questions prompted by today’s sermon.  
1. One definition from the Webster dictionary for power is “possession of control, 

authority, or influence over others”. What is it about this type of power that make 
many people want to seek it? 

2. Vicar Joel suggests in his sermon that “the whole idea of asserting our power, I think, 
is oftentimes a result of a fundamental misunderstanding of what power is. What is 
typically thought of as power, is high authority-low vulnerability…the problem with 
that kind of authority is that it is always at the expense of another.” Where does the 
notion of exploitation of others come into play with this type of power?  

3. President Abraham Lincoln is quoted as saying, “Nearly all men can stand adversity, 
but if you want to test a man's character, give him power.” What Biblical truths does 
President Lincoln’s quote convey?  

4. Vicar Joel shares that “Jesus’ definition of power is the only fix for our 
misunderstanding of power. It’s saving power. It doesn’t even the scales. It throws 
the scales out the window. It doesn’t balance the books, it takes the books, puts 
them through a shredder and then uses the shreddings for fire starter.” In 2 Timothy 
1:7, we read “For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-
control.” Compare and contrast this type of “power” to the kind often displayed in 
our world today.  

5. In Jesus time, it was customary in the Roman world to consider the emperor a divine 
being. New emperors would claim this status because they believed that when the 
previous ruler died, he would ascend to heaven to be seated among the gods, 
making his successor “the son of a god” back on earth. What do you anticipate 
would happen when these ascension stories clashed with the testimonies shared by 
the apostles about of Jesus, who was crucified, resurrected, and then ascended to 
heaven Himself, to be seated at the right hand of God?  

6. The phrase "right-hand man" is a military reference to a commander on the right, 
but it is predated by the use of "right hand" - a chief assistant or indispensable 
helper. Sitting at the right hand is a position of privilege.” Read Acts 2:33, Acts 7:55, 
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Mark 16:19, and Luke 22:69 and discuss how the phrase “right hand man” applies to 
Jesus Christ.  

7. Read Matthew 5: 38 – 44. How does “turning the cheek, handing over your coat, 
going the extra mile, and loving your enemy” demonstrate the type of power Jesus 
calls us as His followers into?  

8. Jesus is risen from the dead, He is ascended to the right-hand of the Father, and He 
is ruling and reigning over all the world. Why is it important to be reminded of this 
every single day of our lives?  

9. There is no doubt that we will face opposition and endure difficulties and 
persecution as we represent God’s kingdom in a world that does not know Him. In 
what ways does the fact that Jesus is seated at God’s right hand, and has been given 
all authority to reign, encourage you to confront opposition with boldness, hope, 
and joy?   

10. Now that Jesus has ascended to the Father, how does Isaiah 52:7 describe the 
mission of followers of Jesus to proclaim the good news of the kingdom of heaven?  

With your kids… 
11. What does it mean that God is “all-powerful” and “almighty”?   
12. How does it make you feel to know that God loves everyone, is all-powerful, and is in 

charge of everything?  
13. In what ways can you show that you love other people for Jesus’ sake?  
On your own… 
Each of the following are meant to be answered as a self-devotion or as items to 
meditate over.  
14. What significance does the event of the ascension of Jesus Christ have for the 

Christian? 
15. The ascension of Jesus into heaven made it possible for the Holy Spirit to come and 

fill His followers. It is an awe-inspiring truth to realize that God himself, in the form 
of the Holy Spirit, lives inside me as a believer. Am I taking full advantage of this gift 
to learn more about Jesus and to live a God-pleasing life? 

16. What “supernatural properties” did Jesus’ risen and glorified body possess after His 
resurrection? Refer to Matthew 28:9; John 20:19 – 20, 27; Luke 24:39 – 43; 
Zechariah 12:10.  


