
First Presbyterian Church 
 

Remember therefore from where you have fallen;  
repent, and do the works you did at first. If not,  
I will come to you and remove your lampstand  

from its place, unless you repent. ~ Rev 2:5 
 



First Presbyterian Church

the need for 

What are we looking at? 

[pray] 

• Introduction 

• Doctrine 

• Evidence 

• Solution 

• Encouragement 

• Proposal 

[pray] 



the need for 

• History of decline, 1959-2014 
y-r gap: good 

y-g gap: bad 

 

Introduction 

Year Members 
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the need for 

• Host of sins: 

Introduction 

o Session, Diaconate 

o Ministry Teams  

o Congregational meetings 

o One another 

o Financial decisions 

o Ministry Changes 

o New Ministries 

o Evangelism 

 

Now the works of the flesh are evident: … enmity, strife, 
jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, ~ Gal 
5:19-20 

Why do you break the commandment of God for the sake of 
your tradition? … So for the sake of your tradition you have 
made void the word of God. ~ Mt 15:3, 6 
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the need for 

• Hope of future: 

Introduction 

o 1981:  S/D recognize church’s spiritual health 
problems 

o 1983: S/D initiates church renewal process 

o 1985: Congregation presented with 
proposals for church renewal 

o 1987: S/D recognizes that church renewal 
tied to conversion of non-believers 

o 1989: Session lists twenty-eight items 
needing to be addressed for church 
renewal to proceed 
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the need for 

• Hope of future: 

Introduction 

o 1991:  S/D recognizes church renewal needs 
more attention 

o 1993: Congregation supports start of day-
school; Session outlines seven renewal  
goals 

o 1995: S/D begins second round of church 
renewal process 

o 1997: S/D begins review of all ministries, 
streamlining to promote church 
renewal 

o 1999: Congregations follows S/D lead, 
decision to move in hopes of re-planting 
First will result in renewal 
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the need for 

• Hope of future: 

Introduction 

o 2001:  S/D seeks advice from other healthy 
PCA churches 

o 2003: S/D being third round of church 
renewal process 

o 2005: S/D implement new ministries to 
promote church renewal 

o 2007: S/D continues to promote vision to 
congregation 

o 2009: S/D begin fourth round of church 
renewal process 
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the need for 

• Harvest? 

[1959-2014, 
5 year 

increments] 
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the need for 

• Hope?  

• Help? 

Introduction 

[God’s Promise] I will return again to my place, until they 

acknowledge their guilt and seek my face, and in their distress 
earnestly seek me. 

[Our Faith] Come, let us return to the LORD; for he has torn us, 
that he may heal us; he has struck us down, and he will bind us 
up. After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will 
raise us up, that we may live before him.  

~ Hos 5:15-6:2 
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the need for 

• How do we explain this?   

Doctrine 

o Material considerations cannot explain  

o Therefore look for spiritual explanation 

o Weeds & roots (surface & underneath) 

o Sincere, wise,  
faith-based efforts,  

 met 
with  

 o Continued decline  
and dissolution 

I the LORD search the heart and test the mind, to 
give every man according to his ways, according to 
the fruit of his deeds. ~ Jer 17:10 
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the need for 

• Nature of Sin: 

o Some sins worse than others: 

Therefore he who delivered me over to you has the greater 
sin. ~ Jh 19:11  

And that servant who knew his master's will but did not get 
ready or act according to his will, will receive a severe 
beating.  But the one who did not know, and did what 
deserved a beating, will receive a light beating. ~ Lk 12:47-48 

o Sin fosters sin: 

Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole 
lump? ~ 1Co 5:6   

Do not be deceived: "Bad company ruins good morals.,  
~ 1Co 15:33 

 

 

 

Doctrine 
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the need for 

Doctrine 
• Nature of Sin: 

o Sin grieves the Holy Spirt: 

And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were 
sealed for the day of redemption. ~ Eph 4:30 

But they rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit; therefore he 
turned to be their enemy, and himself fought against them.  ~ 
Isa 63:10 (cf., Gn 6:3-6) 

o Sin brings temporal judgments: 

Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one 
sows, that will he also reap. For the one who sows to his own 
flesh will from the flesh reap corruption. ~ Gal 6:7-8a  

Whoever sows injustice will reap calamity, and the rod of his 
fury will fail.  ~ Pro 22:8  
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the need for 

Doctrine 
• Nature of Sin: 

o Sin visited on descendants: 

And your children shall be shepherds in the wilderness forty 
years and shall suffer for your faithlessness, until the last of 
your dead bodies lies in the wilderness.  ~ Num 14:33  

You show steadfast love to thousands, but you repay the guilt 
of fathers to their children after them, O great and mighty 
God, whose name is the LORD of hosts,  ~ Jer 32:18  

o Some sins bring judgment on churches (congregations): 

Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and 
do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and 
remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent. ~ 
Rev 2:5  
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the need for 

Doctrine 
• Applied to our circumstances, we 

should look for: 

o A sin that is worse than others 

o One that fosters other sins 

o One which grieves the Spirit 

into opposing us 

o One which brings earthly judgments 

o One which is experienced by  

multiple generations 

o One which explains why our church has 

experienced decline and dissolution 
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the need for 

• There is such a sin in our history: racism 

o The Bible’s definition: denying the love due another in the 
2nd Great Commandment, based on ethnic differences: 

You shall love your neighbor as yourself. ~ Mt 22:39  

You shall treat the stranger who sojourns with you as the 
native among you, and you shall love him as yourself, for you 
were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God. 
~ Lv 19:34  

Cursed be anyone who perverts the justice due to the 
sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow. And all the people 
shall say, “Amen.” ~ Dt 27:19  

Evidence 
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the need for 

o Racism shows favoritism or partiality based on ethnicity: 

Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, but in every 

nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 

acceptable to him. ~ Ac 10:34-35  

My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory.  … If you really fulfill the 

royal law according to the Scripture, "You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself," you are doing well. But if you show 

partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the 

law as transgressors.  Jas 2:1, 8-9 

 

Evidence 
First Presbyterian Church



the need for 

o Racism denies God’s intentions for the kingdom of His Son: 

It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of 
the house of the LORD shall be established as the highest of 
the mountains, and shall be lifted up above the hills; and all 
the nations shall flow to it, ~ Isa 2:2  

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor 
free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus. ~ Gal 3:28  

And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are you to take 
the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by 
your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe 
and language and people and nation, and you have made 
them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign 
on the earth.“ ~ Rev 5:9-10  

 

 

 

Evidence 
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the need for 

o Each Christian is obligated to personally oppose racism: 

WLC Q. 135. What does the sixth commandment require? A.  
The sixth commandment requires us to do our best to make 
every lawful effort to preserve … the lives of others. …  We 
should be tolerant of others, be ready to be reconciled, 
patiently put up with and forgive injuries against us, and 
return good for evil. Finally, we should provide aid and 
comfort to those in distress as well as protect and defend the 
innocent. 

WLC Q. 136. What particular sins does the sixth 
commandment forbid? A.  The sixth commandment forbids: 
… neglecting or withholding the necessary means for the 
preservation of life; … and anything else conducive to the 
destruction of anyone’s life. 

Evidence 
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the need for 

o Each Christian is obligated to personally oppose racism: 

Then he will say to those on his left, “Depart from me, you 
cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels. For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger and you 
did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick 
and in prison and you did not visit me.” 

Then they also will answer, saying, “Lord, when did we see 
you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in 
prison, and did not minister to you?'  Then he will answer 
them, saying, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one 
of the least of these, you did not do it to me.' 

And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the 
righteous into eternal life. ~ Mt 25:41-46  

 

Evidence 
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the need for 

• First Presbyterian has a repeated history of racism: 

o 1956: Session adopts the following motion: 

“THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Session of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Montgomery that so long as the 
present tension and condition of unrest between the races 
continues, that no member of the Negro race be received as 
a member of our Church or seated in the sanctuary for 
regular worship.” ~ Session records, 2/5/56 

Evidence 
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the need for 

• First Presbyterian & racism: 

o August 8, 1960: resolution reaffirmed. 

In response to the then pastor’s expression of concern for 

disturbances from Negroes (in Atlanta), the Session reaffirmed this 

resolution was still in force. 

Deacons stop all black visitors at the doors of the church, refuse to 

let any in. 

Evidence 
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the need for 

• First Presbyterian &racism: 

o May 20, 1961: Freedom Riders’ riot. 

Evidence 

The riot began at the Greyhound Bus Station, 211 S. Court St, 

Montgomery. It spilled over onto a parking lot across Court St, at 

the Corner of Adams St, owned by First Presbyterian Church.  
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the need for 

• First Presbyterian has a repeated history of racism: 

o 1975: Air Force chaplain (black) preaches at First: 

Sent by chaplaincy at Maxwell AFB, without informing Session of 
his race. Response of a number in the congregation was to leave 
the worship service. Numerous others in the congregation agitated 
and caused dissession over this event. RE William Goodner (AF) 
was blamed, even though he had nothing to do with contacting 
Maxwell. 

o December: the Church leadership reaffirms their 
commitment to the 2/5/56 racist resolution. 

12/8/75 – Diaconate; 12/22/75 – Session. 

Evidence 
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the need for 

• First Presbyterian has a repeated history of racism: 
o 1/5/76: number of leaders and other families leave the 

church in protest. 

RE Goodner and family (wife-choir director, daughter-CE director), 
Dc A.M. Mauer and family, Donald Mooty, Gene Thrailkill, and 
Robert York, and families. (RE-elect Wright) 

o 1/12/76: Session rescinds the 2/5/56 resolution and 
anything referencing it. 

TE (Sr. Pastor) Harry Miller resigns in protest over leadership’s and 
congregation’s support of racism. 

o 1/18/76: congregation accepts Pastor’s Miller’s 
resignation, 146-yea, 20-nay 

Evidence 
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the need for 

• First Presbyterian has a repeated history of racism: 

o 1/17/88: congregational meeting, Session proposes day-
care ministry for church renewal. 

Numerous questions and comments of concern about black 
children being allowed to attend the day care. A sizeable minority 
opposed this idea on the basis of racism. 

Pastor Ed Johnson commented to the congregation, “you’re going 
to have to get over the race issue.” 

o 2/13/88: congregational meeting to vote on the day-care 
proposal. 

Opposition based on racism continued (minority). Proposal 
approved: 70-yea, 29 nay. 

Evidence 
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the need for 

• First’s history of racism IS the root sin: 

o Opposition to racism, a refusal to participate in it, and 
actions to deny it, is an essential characteristic of the new 
life intended by the gospel: 

But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, "And who is 
my neighbor?" … “But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to 
where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. … 
You go, and do likewise.“ ~ Lk 10:29  

So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for 
him it is sin. ~ Jas 4:17  

Evidence 
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the need for 

• First’s history of racism IS the root sin: 

o Failure to oppose racism has resulted in God’s judgment on 
First Presbyterian Church. 

(God) who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children's 
children, to the third and the fourth generation.“  Ex 34:7  

Behold, it is written before me: "I will not keep silent, but I 
will repay; I will indeed repay into their lap both your 
iniquities and your fathers' iniquities together, says the 
LORD.” ~ Isa 65:6 

Our fathers sinned, and are no more; and we bear their 
iniquities. ~ Lam 5:7 

Evidence 
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the need for 

• First’s history of racism IS the root sin: 

o Failure to repent of this sin is perpetuating God’s judgment. 

Whoever conceals his transgressions will not prosper, but he who 
confesses and forsakes them will obtain mercy. ~ Pro 28:13  

But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your 
God, and your sins have hidden his face from you so that he does 
not hear. ~ Isa 59:2  

… Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, 
for "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.“ ~ 1Pe 
5:5  

Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were 
written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has 
come. Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed 
lest he fall. ~ 1Co 10:11-12  

 

Evidence 
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the need for 

• First’s history of racism IS the root sin: 

o Failure to repent risks further judgment from God. 

They should not be like their fathers, a stubborn and 
rebellious generation, a generation whose heart was not 
steadfast, whose spirit was not faithful to God. ~ Ps 78:8  

I hasten and do not delay to keep your commandments. ~ Ps 
119:60  

But my righteous one shall live by faith, and if he shrinks 
back, my soul has no pleasure in him. ~ Heb 10:38  

For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the 
knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice 
for sins,  but a fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of 
fire that will consume the adversaries.  ~ Heb 10:26  

 

 

Evidence 
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the need for 

• Repentance: 

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David, when Nathan the prophet 
went to him, after he had gone in to Bathsheba. Have mercy on 
me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your 
abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. ~ Ps 51:1 

To the Lord our God belong mercy and forgiveness, for we have 
rebelled against him  … O my God, incline your ear and hear. 
Open your eyes and see our desolations, and the city that is 
called by your name. For we do not present our pleas before 
you because of our righteousness, but because of your great 
mercy.  ~ Dan 9:9, 18 

 

Solution 
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the need for 

• Generational Repentance: 

But if they confess their iniquity and the iniquity of their fathers 
in their treachery that they committed against me, and also in 
walking contrary to me, so that I walked contrary to them and 
brought them into the land of their enemies-- if then their 
uncircumcised heart is humbled and they make amends for their 
iniquity, then I will remember my covenant with Jacob, and I will 
remember my covenant with Isaac and my covenant with 
Abraham, and I will remember the land. ~ Lev 26:40-42 

Solution 
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the need for 

• Generational Repentance: 

We acknowledge our wickedness, O LORD, and the iniquity of 
our fathers, for we have sinned against you. ~ Jer 14:20  

But they and our fathers acted presumptuously and stiffened 
their neck and did not obey your commandments. They refused 
to obey and were not mindful of the wonders that you 
performed among them, but they stiffened their neck and 
appointed a leader to return to their slavery in Egypt. But you 
are a God ready to forgive, gracious and merciful, slow to anger 
and abounding in steadfast love, and did not forsake  us. 

~ Neh 9:16-17 

Solution 
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the need for 

• Particular Repentance: 
WCF 15.5. No one should be satisfied with a general repentance; 
rather, it is everyone’s duty to endeavor to repent of each 
particular sin, particularly. 

Though formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent 
opponent. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly 
in unbelief, … The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full 
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners, of whom I am the foremost. ~ Ti 1:13, 15  

So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember 
that your brother has something against you, leave your gift 
there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your 
brother, and then come and offer your gift. ~ Mt 5:23-24  

 

Solution 
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the need for 

• Public Repentance (First’s reputation) 
“First Presbyterian? Who, Where? … Oh yeah, that’s the church that 
refused to let black people in.” 

~ Comment from a Montgomery resident, made to TE Parker Johnson, 2012 

While Ezra prayed and made confession, weeping and casting 
himself down before the house of God, a very great assembly of 
men, women, and children, gathered to him out of Israel, for 
the people wept bitterly. … Now then make confession to the 
LORD, the God of your fathers and do his will. Separate 
yourselves from the peoples of the land and from the foreign 
wives.“ Then all the assembly answered with a loud voice, "It is 
so; we must do as you have said. ~ Ezr 10:1, 11-12  

 

Solution 
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the need for 

• Public Repentance (First’s reputation) 

And the Israelites separated themselves from all foreigners and 
stood and confessed their sins and the iniquities of their 
fathers. And they stood up in their place and read from the 
Book of the Law of the LORD their God for a quarter of the day; 
for another quarter of it they made confession and worshiped 
the LORD their God. ~ Neh 9:2-3  

But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his 
eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to 
me, a sinner!‘ I tell you, this man went down to his house 
justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself 
will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be 
exalted. ~ Lk 18:13-14  

Solution 
First Presbyterian Church
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the need for 

• History of decline, 1959-2014 (gaps, bad & good) 

 

Encouragement 

Year Members 

69 796 
74 551 
79 474 
94 314 
99 163 
04 113 
14 112 
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the need for 

• First Baptist Church of Montgomery 

o Racism - April, 1965: One month after the violence in the Selma-

Montgomery March, the congregation rejected their leader’s 
proposed affirmation of an open door policy (allowing blacks in 52-
48%). 

o Admonishment: Two days later Pastor J.R. White gently 

admonished the congregation for taking an action that was 
contrary to the gospel. He called them to reaffirm their 
commitment to evangelize all races. 

o Repentance:  Three years later the decision was formally 

reversed. 

Encouragement 
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the need for 

• First Baptist Church of Montgomery 

o Renewal: Jay Wolf becomes pastor in 1991. He leads First Baptist 

to expand their witness and ministry to ALL of Montgomery, 
including all races. 

o Advancement:  

1999, First Baptist buys some of First Presbyterian’s facilities, to be 
used in expanded community ministry. In a few years, First Baptist 
purchases the rest of First Presbyterian’s facilities. 

2004, First Baptist completes construction of new sanctuary. 

2010, First Baptist completes construction of new education wing. 

Encouragement 
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the need for 

• First Presbyterian Church of Montgomery 

o Promise:  

If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, 
and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, 
then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and 
heal their land. ~ 2Ch 7:14  

Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be 
turned to mourning and your joy to gloom.  Humble 
yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.  ~ Jas 4:9-10 

Encouragement 
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the need for 

• Seek conviction: 

o Session, Diaconate, Renewal Team, Congregation 

o Presentations: 

 Pastor Reed DePace – the case for First’s repentance 

 Rev. Al Baker presentation – repentance and revival 

 Rev. Alan Cross – racism and the Church in Montgomery 

• Make confession: 

o Participation: congregation, fellow PCA pastors 

o Public: representative black pastors, civil authorities, 
community. 

Proposal 
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the need for 

• Renewal:  

o Start and stall: 

o Next generation 
sin (classism) 

o Remember, 
Repent, Redo 

Proposal 
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