
 LIFE’S PROBLEM, GOD’S SOLUTION 

Things We All Know 

The gospel is God’s answer to four questions we all ask: 

1. Where’d everything come from? (Who am I?) 

2. What’s life’s purpose? (Why am I here?) 

3. What’s wrong with the world? (With me?) 

4. What’ll fix what’s wrong? (How can I be fixed?)  
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Life’s problem is that we’ve cut ourselves off from God (life’s 
source) and are suffering the results. Your life has three fatal 
problems: 

 You have a snake-like, evil, and  
rebellious heart!

 You have a vile, blood-soaked,  
dung-caked, filthy record of 
disobedience!

 You have a poisonous, selfish, 
destructive life!   

The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it? [Jer 17:9]

The wicked are estranged from the womb; they go astray from birth, speaking lies. They have venom like the venom of a serpent, like the deaf adder that stops its ear, [Ps 58:3-4]

We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. [Isa 64:6]

Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish [dog dung], in order that I may gain Christ [Php 3:8]

0
None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God. All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one. [Rom 3:10-12]

But no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. [Jam 3:8]
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Want proof?  

Death is the proof;  
it is your payment 
for rebelling 
against God. 

Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die. [Ezk 18:4]

For the wages of sin is death. [Rom 6:23a]

Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. [Gal 6:7-8]
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One Future Trial 

When you die, you will face a trial before your creator, God, to 
determine if you are a good person.  

 The evidence is your life:  
your thoughts, desires,  
words, and actions.  

   

 The standard is  
God’s law. 

  

I the LORD search the heart and test the mind, to give every man according to his ways, according to the fruit of his deeds. [Jer 17:10]

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. [2Co 5:10]

1 And God spoke all these words, saying,2 I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.3 You shall have no other gods before me.4-6 You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments.7 You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.8-11 Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.12 Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is giving you.13 You shall not murder.14 You shall not commit adultery.15 You shall not steal.16 You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.  17 You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's." [Ex 20:2-17]

And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment. [Heb 9:27]

But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God's righteous judgment will be revealed. He will render to each one according to his works: to those who by patience in well-doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, he will give eternal life; but for those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will be wrath and fury. [Rom 2:5-8]

For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law requires, they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law. They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them. [Rom 2:14-15]

Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin. [Rom 3:19-20]
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Do you think you’re a good person? 
How many times have you …? 

 Lied? 
 Taken something that’s not yours? 
 Lost your temper?
 Looked with lust?
 Used God’s name carelessly? 

No judging here! 

Based on this, you’re like the rest of us: a lying,  
thieving, murderous, adulterous, blasphemer at heart.  
That’s only half of God’s 10 Commandments! 

And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before him and asked him, "Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" And Jesus said to him, "Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone.” [Mk 10:17-18]

For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, abounding in steadfast love to all who call upon you. [Ps 86:5]

You shall not deal falsely; you shall not lie to one another. [Lv 19:11b]

No one who practices deceit shall dwell in my house; no one who utters lies shall continue before my eyes. [Ps 101:7]

For from the least to the greatest of them, everyone is greedy for unjust gain; and from prophet to priest, everyone deals falsely. [Jer 6:13]

You shall not hate your brother in your heart, but you shall reason frankly with your neighbor, lest you incur sin because of him. You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD. [Lv 19:17-18]

You have heard that it was said to those of old, “You shall not murder”; and “whoever murders will be liable to judgment.” But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, 'You fool!' will be liable to the hell of fire. [Mt 5:21-22]

And you shall not lie sexually with your neighbor's wife and so make yourself unclean with her. [Lv 18:20]

You have heard that it was said, “You shall not commit adultery.” But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with her in his heart. [Mt 5:27-28]

You shall not swear by my name falsely, and so profane the name of your God: I am the LORD. [Lv 19:12]

But whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin". [Mk 3:29]
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One Devastating Verdict 

Based on God’s law and your life, you will receive the same 
judgment as the rest of mankind:  

  God will declare you guilty.  
  God will sentence you to hell.  

As it is written: "None is righteous, no, not one.” [Rom 3:10]

See, this alone I found, that God made man upright, but they have sought out many schemes. [Ecc 7:29]

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. [1Jn 1:8]

All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one." … For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. [Rom 3:12, 23]

But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death." [Rv 21:8]

Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. [1Co 6:9-10]
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One Stunning Intervention 

God is just; he will not allow any rebellion 
 to go unpunished. 

  God is also love; he can satisfy 
justice and save us from 
judgment. 

  God sent his Son Jesus Christ to 
intervene in your trial.  

  

Far be it from you to do such a thing, to put the righteous to death with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?" [Gn 18:25]

Does God pervert justice? Or does the Almighty pervert the right? [Job 8:3]

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. [Jn 3:16]

But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. [Rom 5:8]

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. [Gal 4:4-5]

In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. [1Jn 4:9-10]
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Jesus’ intervention provides three significant  
legal results: 

  His innocence in death provides satisfaction  
for rebellion against God.  

  His perfect obedience  
in life restores  
rightness with God.  

  His resurrection confers  
new life from God.  

And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him. [Col 1:21-22]

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit. [1Pt 3:18]

For as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous. [Rom 5:19]

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. [2Co 5:21]

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. [Rom 6:5-6]

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. [2Co 5:17]
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Another way to look at this: Jesus’ intervention fixes the three 
fatal problems with your life. Through Jesus, God: 

 Removes your dead heart and makes you 
alive to himself.

 Cleanses and removes your vile, filthy record 
of disobedience, and declares you right with 
him, forever. 

 Gets rid of your selfish, destructive, poisonous 
life and gives you a new pure life that grows 
in holiness.   

And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. [Ezk 36:26]

We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. … So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. [Rom 6:6, 11]

I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. [Ezk 36:25]

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. [2Co 5:21]

And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. [Ezk 36:26]

And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. [Heb 10:10]
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One Fateful Plea 

If your trial were being held right now, there are only three 
possible responses to God’s guilty verdict: 
  Deny it and revile him.  
  Agree but then live as a hypocrite.  

  Own it, asking for mercy and grace  
through Jesus. 

How long, O God, is the foe to scoff? Is the enemy to revile your name forever? Why do you hold back your hand, your right hand? Take it from the fold of your garment and destroy them! [Ps 74:10-11]

Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. [Gal 6:7-8]

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but within are full of dead people's bones and all uncleanness. So you also outwardly appear righteous to others, but within you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. [Mt 23:27-28]

For God will bring every deed into judgment, with every secret thing, whether good or evil. [Ecc 12:14]

And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved. [Ac 4:12]

For "everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." [Rom 10:13]
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To be freed from the guilty verdict, you must repent of your 
sins and put your faith in Jesus. 

  Repentance is agreement with God’s judgment and  
punishment of your sin. 

  Faith is trusting in Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection,  
alone, to make you right with God. 

Testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. [Ac 20:21]

Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. [Isa 55:6-7]

But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” [Lk 18:13]

As it is, I rejoice, not because you were grieved, but because you were grieved into repenting. For you felt a godly grief, so that you suffered no loss through us. For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, whereas worldly grief produces death. [2Co 7:9-10]

Yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified. [Gal 2:16]

And be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith-- that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. [Php 3:9-11]
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One Amazing Counselor 

God knows you will not on your own  
choose to trust in Jesus. 

  You are self-deceived 
and cannot make 
the right choice.  

  Left to yourself,  
you would never come  
to Jesus. 

To whom shall I speak and give warning, that they may hear? Behold, their ears are uncircumcised, they cannot listen; behold, the word of the LORD is to them an object of scorn; they take no pleasure in it. [Jer 6:10]

Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds. They are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of heart. [Eph 4:17-18]

The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it? [Jer 17:9]

If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? [Jn 3:12]

No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up on the last day. It is written in the Prophets, 'And they will all be taught by God.' Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me. [Jn 6:44, 65]

For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot. Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. [Rom 8:7-8]
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God gives the Holy Spirit as a defense  
attorney to those he saves.  

  The Holy Spirit convicts  
you of your sin and guilt  
and convinces you of  
salvation in Jesus.  

  The Holy Spirit  
does his work  
through the gospel  
proclaimed by those already saved.    

And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. [Jn 14:16-17]

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. [Rom 15:13]

And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me no longer; concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. [Jn 16:8-11]

How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!" But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, "Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?" So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. [Rom 10:13-17]
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One Critical Response 

Right now, is the Holy Spirit telling you to repent of your sins 
and put your trust in Jesus? 
If not, will you: 

  Think about these things,  
read a small section 
of the Bible, and 

  Get together with me soon  
for further conversation?  
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If yes, might I: 

  Help you to express  
your repentance 
to God,  
your faith 
in Jesus, and 

  Invite you to join me at church where the Holy Spirit  
will continue  to work these things into your life? 
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For more information, or to discuss anything brought up in this 

tract, contact us at: chantillypca@gmail.com, 334-279-1372.  

Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 

English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a 

publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. All images used, with 

permission, from pixabay.com.  

This explanation is based on witnessing tools from Evangelist 

Ray Comfort at Living Waters © and Evangelist Al Baker at 

Reformed Evangelical Fellowship. 




