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Dear Chapel Family and Friends, 
 
On Monday, May 18th, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts announced its phased approach for re-opening 
organizations and businesses in the region. We are very happy to see that Places of Worship have been 
included in the Phase 1 rollout. In order to re-open, places of worship like Chapel must comply with a newly 
released list of safety standards.  The Chapel staff is currently reviewing and assessing the list for required 
changes and will soon begin to plan and implement these new safety standards. All of this must be completed 
prior to re-opening the facility to the community. As we are excited to begin the first steps of preparing a return, 
it is important to understand that the safety requirements are designed to create and maintain an environment 
that keeps you and your families safe. We want to exercise diligence and preparation to ensure that we do this 
well and to not be hasty.  
 
With your wellness in mind, the Chapel staff will be working to create procedures, procure cleaning materials 
and train our volunteers in welcoming you back to Chapel while maintaining social distancing requirements. 
Making these preparations will take the church several weeks to organize and implement.  Our primary focus 
will be on establishing one or two Sunday AM services using the sanctuary only.  There will not be any 
childcare services, elementary classes, adult groups, student ministries, food/coffee and minimal fellowship 
time at the beginning of the re-opening plan. These areas will be re-evaluated after 3 weeks of Sunday 
Services only. Please note that MA prohibits childcare for places of worship at this time.  
 
We also understand that returning to church is a personal decision and will occur at a different time for 
everyone. As a result, we have elected to expand our online Sunday services by transitioning to a Live Stream 
Broadcast.  This means that you will be able to watch the service ‘live’ in comparison to a pre-recorded service 
that we produce today.  
 
To help in planning for the return of Sunday services at the Chapel facility, we would encourage you to 
complete a short survey.  It simply inquires your perspectives on returning in person as well as pre-registration 
for services. 
 
We are excited at the idea of seeing you again and will continue to communicate progress in our planning. If 
you need to speak with someone or have a prayer request, please contact our office at 
office@chapelcares.com.

 

CHAPEL'S ONLINE EXPERIENCES 
We hope you were able to join your Chapel community for the YouTube video sermon and worship last 
Sunday.  If you missed the service, you can still watch them at the links below. We invite you to join Pastor 
Derek and Chapel Team each Sunday at 9:30 am for a time of worship and teaching while the facility remains 
closed. In addition, we have various online church programs and for adults, teens, and children.   Please check 
them out. 
 

You can access the sermons online at www.chapelcares.com and our 
YouTube page. 

mailto:office@chapelcares.com
https://www.chapelcares.com/online
http://www.chapelcares.com/
https://www.youtube.com/chapelcares


 

CDC GUIDELINES 
Please continue to be mindful of the guidance from the CDC (Centers for Disease Control), including: 

● Stay home when you are sick. 
● Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially after going to the 

bathroom; before eating; and after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. 
● If you are older, have an underlying health condition, a weakened immune system or pregnant, we ask 

that you stay home 
● We have attached the CDC guidance document to this message. 

 
 

MORE HELPFUL INFO AND FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS BELOW 
What is the current situation regarding COVID-19 locally and nationally (as of 4/11/20)?  

● The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has indicated the potential public health threat posed by 
COVID-19 is high, both globally and within the United States.  

● Massachusetts Department of Public Health are closely monitoring and investigating any reports of 
illness potentially associated with COVID-19 in the Commonwealth. 

● Chapel is monitoring local School District activities and State decisions as inputs into Church planning 
 

PRAYER 
How can you be praying? 

● We should pray for those individuals and families who either are or will be affected by this virus and for 
their healing. 

● We should pray for the doctors and medical professionals who are on the front lines caring for those 
who contract Coronavirus.  

● We should pray for medical researchers who are diligently working to create a vaccine for this virus.  
● We should pray for our leaders in office, including the president, vice president, governors, and local 

officials as they guide us through this moment and the transitions ahead. 
● We should pray for the church to respond with care, wisdom, and love. 
● We should pray for the continued advance of the Gospel even as this trying moment continues to 

unfold. 
 
We appreciate your prayers during this challenging time. We know God is in control and wants us to lean in to 
Him, and this is a time that the church can live out our faith before a world that needs to see hope! 
 
May God richly bless you! 
 
Pastor Derek Duncan and Chapel Leadership 


