
Midweek Advent Service 
Fierce Judgment, Final Grace 

December 2, 2020 

6:30 p.m. 

 

AS WE GATHER 
Our midweek Advent worship will focus on God’s message given to us from the voice 

of the prophet Micah. Micah calls us to marvel at God’s uniqueness and extravagant 

mercy in Jesus. What a blessing that in Jesus, God’s fierce judgment gives way to final 

grace!  

 

 

 

PRELUDE 
   

   

       
WELCOME 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 PREPARATION  
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OPENING HYMN        
 331 The Advent of Our King (vv. 1-4) (sung by soloist) 

  

1 The advent of our King 

    Our prayers must now employ, 

And we must hymns of welcome sing 

    In strains of holy joy. 

 

2 The everlasting Son 

    Incarnate deigns to be, 

Himself a servant’s form puts on 

    To set His servants free. 

 

3 O Zion’s daughter, rise 

    To meet your lowly King, 

Nor let your faithless heart despise 

    The peace He comes to bring. 

 

4 As judge, on clouds of light, 

    He soon will come again 

And His true members all unite 

    With Him in heav’n to reign. 

 
Public domain 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please stand 

INVOCATION AND CALL TO WORSHIP                                    (from Micah 4:1-5) 
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Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor:  It shall come to pass, in the latter days that the mountain of the house of  

  the LORD will be established as the highest of the mountains. 

People: Then many nations will say: 

 

Pastor:  “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the  

  God of Jacob” 

People: “That He may teach us His ways and that we may walk in His paths” 

 

Pastor:  They shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into  

  pruning hooks. 

People: Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn  

  war anymore. 

 

Pastor:  God’s fierce judgment: 

People: Gives way to final grace! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
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Pastor: Lord God, merciful Father, pour out Your Holy Spirit and deliver us from 

  all evil. Open our eyes so we see our sin and selfishness. Inspire our  

  repentance so we return to You.   

People: Amen.  

 

Pastor:  Returning to our gracious Lord, let us confess our sins. 

  

Silence for reflection and confession 

 

Pastor:  Merciful Father, 

People: We confess that we do not live according to Your Word and instead we  

  follow gossip and slander, pride and pretense. We have become smug  

  and self-righteous. Bring us out of our sin and clothe us with the  

  garments of salvation, won for us through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Pastor:  Our God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in  

  steadfast love! Out of that love He sent Jesus to shed His blood for us. By  

  faith we stand forgiven, restored and empowered to live new lives.  

  Therefore, I proclaim to each of you: Christ redeems you and restores  

  you. Christ loves you and forgives you! God’s fierce judgment gives  

  way to final grace! 

People: Amen. Thanks be to God!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HYMN OF RESPONSE 
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 331 The Advent of Our King (vv. 5-6) (sung by soloist)  

  

5 Before the dawning day 

    Let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 

The sinful self be put away, 

    The new self now put on. 

 

6 All glory to the Son, 

    Who comes to set us free, 

With Father, Spirit, ever one 

    Through all eternity. 

 
Public domain 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Let us pray.  

 Stir up your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may 

be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and save by Your 

mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen.  

    

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 WORD  
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OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                Micah 1:1-4 

(Judgment against Samaria and Jerusalem) 

  
1 The word of the LORD that came to Micah of Moresheth during the reigns of Jotham, 

Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah--the vision he saw concerning Samaria and 

Jerusalem.  

 
2 Hear, O peoples, all of you, listen, O earth and all who are in it, that the Sovereign 

LORD may witness against you, the Lord from his holy temple.  

 
3 Look! The LORD is coming from his dwelling place; he comes down and treads the 

high places of the earth. 4 The mountains melt beneath him and the valleys split apart, 

like wax before the fire, like water rushing down a slope.                    
 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

       

                              
EPISTLE                                      Romans 13:11-14 

(Love, for the day is near) 

                          
11 And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to wake up 

from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed.  
12 The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of 

darkness and put on the armor of light. 13 Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not 

in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension 

and jealousy. 14 Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think 

about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature.           
               

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the thirteenth chapter. 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/micah/passage.aspx?q=micah+1:3-7
http://www.biblestudytools.com/romans/passage.aspx?q=romans+13:8-14
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People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                     Mark 13:26-37 

(The day and hour unknown) 

 
26 "At that time men will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and 

glory. 27 And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the 

ends of the earth to the ends of the heavens.  

 
28 "Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves 

come out, you know that summer is near. 29 Even so, when you see these things 

happening, you know that it is near, right at the door. 30 I tell you the truth, this 

generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 31 Heaven 

and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 

 
32 "No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 

only the Father. 33 Be on guard! Be alert ! You do not know when that time will come. 

 34 It's like a man going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each 

with his assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch.  

 

5 "Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will 

come back--whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at 

dawn. 36 If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. 37 What I say to you, I 

say to everyone: 'Watch!' "        
         

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/mark/passage.aspx?q=mark+13:32-37
http://www.biblestudytools.com/mark/13.html
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And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was  

buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He  

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From  

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
                                                                                                

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

 
 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 

 

 

SERMON HYMN 
 349 Hark the Glad Sound (sung by soloist) 

  

1 Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, 

    The Savior promised long; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne 

    And ev’ry voice a song. 

 

2 He comes the pris’ners to release, 

    In Satan’s bondage held. 

The gates of brass before Him burst, 

    The iron fetters yield. 

 

3 He comes the broken heart to bind, 

    The bleeding soul to cure, 

And with the treasures of His grace 

    To enrich the humble poor. 

4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 

    Thy welcome shall proclaim, 
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And heav’n’s eternal arches ring 

    With Thy belovèd name. 

 
Public domain 

 

 

Please stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor: Creator God, stretch out Your hand in healing and protection over all that 

You have made, Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: Just God, grant Your Spirit to the nations and send Your light to the dark 

places of the world. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: Suffering God, inspire all people by Christ’s cross and bring forth 

resurrection and life. Lord in Your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: Saving God, sustain all who suffer and release those imprisoned by pain or 

disease. Lord in Your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: Renewing God, take us and empower us to live according to Your will, 

making us shine with the love of Jesus, Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: Arriving God, keep us steadfastly trusting Your Word, just as You kept Your 

powerful prophet Micah. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer. 

                    (continued on next page) 

Pastor: Give us ears to hear, O God, and eyes to watch, that we may know Your 

presence in our midst during this holy season of joy as we anticipate the 

arrival of Jesus Christ. 

People: Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 
 

BENEDICTION                            (from Micah 7:18-20) 

Pastor:    No god is like our God! 

People: The Father, Son and Holy Spirit! 

 

Pastor: Pardoning iniquity and passing over transgression. 

People: He does not stay angry forever:  

 

Pastor: Because He delights in steadfast love. 

People: He casts our sin into the depths of the sea. 

 

Pastor: God’s fierce judgment: 

People: Gives way to final grace! Amen. 

 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN 
 353 Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring 
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1 Jesus came, the heav’ns adoring, 

    Came with peace from realms on high; 

Jesus came to win redemption,  

    Lowly came on earth to die; 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

    Came in deep humility. 

 

2 Jesus comes again in mercy 

    When our hearts are worn with care;  

Jesus comes again in answer 

    To an earnest, heartfelt prayer; 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

    Comes to save us from despair. 

 

3 Jesus comes to hearts rejoicing, 

    Bringing news of sins forgiv’n; 

Jesus comes with words of gladness,  

    Leading souls redeemed to heav’n. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

    Hope to all the world is giv’n. 

 

4 Jesus comes in joy and sorrow, 

    Shares alike our hopes and fears; 

Jesus comes, whate’er befalls us, 

    Cheers our hearts and dries our tears;  

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

    Comforts us in failing years. 

 
Public domain 

 

 

  
POSTLUDE 
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Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®.  Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 

by Biblica, Inc.™  Used by permission of Zondervan.  All rights reserve worldwide.   www.zondervan.com  

Hymns used by permission.  OneLicense.net #A-725523  LSB Hymn License.net, Lutheran Service 

Builder.  
 

 

 

 

 

Serving at Chapel 
 

Preacher & Liturgist:   Theodore Laesch 

 

Soloist:     Lynda Christian                            

 

Organist & Accompanist:  Ryan Meyer    
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