
The Hands of the Passion 
Ash Wednesday: Hands of Repentance 

March 2, 2022 

11:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

AS WE GATHER 
When we consider Jesus and the people around Him in His 

Passion, we can’t help but think of their hands – the hands that 

beat their breast, accepted money for betrayal, petulantly swung 

swords, pointed in accusation, beat and disavowed, praised, 

washed, were pierced, and offered eternal life. In short, we can’t 

help but think about how we sinners have had the same sinful 

hands of those who surrounded Jesus in His Passion, and how 

Jesus our Savior has touched us with His hands of grace. 

 

PRELUDE 
 “Adagio in G Minor”          Tomaso Albinoni  
 

 

WELCOME  

 

 

OPENING HYMN 
 419 Savior, When in Dust to Thee 
  

1 Savior, when in dust to Thee 

Low we bow the_adoring knee; 

    When, repentant, to the skies 

    Scarce we lift our weeping eyes; 

O, by all Thy pains and woe 

Suffered once for us below, 

    Bending from Thy throne on high, 

    Hear our penitential cry! 

 

 

                                     (continued on next page) 
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2 By Thy helpless infant years, 

By Thy life of want and tears, 

    By Thy days of deep distress 

    In the savage wilderness, 

By the dread, mysterious hour 

Of the_insulting tempter’s pow’r, 

    Turn, O turn a fav’ring eye; 

    Hear our penitential cry! 

 

3 By Thine hour of dire despair, 

By Thine agony of prayer, 

    By the cross, the nail, the thorn, 

    Piercing spear, and torturing scorn, 

By the gloom that veiled the skies 

O’er the dreadful sacrifice, 

    Listen to our humble sigh; 

    Hear our penitential cry! 

 

4 By Thy deep expiring groan, 

By the sad sepulchral stone, 

    By the vault whose dark abode 

    Held in vain the rising God, 

O, from earth to heav’n restored, 

Mighty, reascended Lord, 

    Bending from Thy throne on high, 

    Hear our penitential cry! 

 
Text: Public domain 

  

 

 

INVOCATION 
Leader: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of  

  the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
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Leader: We begin our Lenten journey toward the cross. 

People: We follow Jesus though the wilderness. 
 

Leader: We commit ourselves to prayer. 

People: We commit ourselves to serving God and our  

  neighbors. 
 

Leader: We remember our mortality. 

People: We remember God’s mercy. 
 

Leader: For as Adam, we came from the dust, 

People: and to dust we shall return. 

 

Leader: As Adam, we have sinned, 

People: and we need God’s forgiveness. 
 

 

 
CONFESSION                             Psalm 51:1-12 

Leader: Our heavenly Father knows our frailty and our  

  need for forgiveness, life, and salvation. He invites  

  us to return to Him with broken and contrite  

  hearts. 

People: Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your  

  steadfast love; according to Your abundant mercy  

  blot out my transgressions. 
 

Leader: Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse 

  me from my sin! 

People: For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever  

  before me. 

 

 

 

                             (continued on next page) 
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Leader: Against You, You only, have I sinned and done  

  what is evil in Your sight, so that You may be  

  justified in Your words and blameless in Your  

  judgment. 

People: Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin 

  did my mother conceive me. 
 

Leader: Behold, You delight in truth in the inward being,  

  and You teach me wisdom in the secret heart. 

People: Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash  

  me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

 

Leader: Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that  

  You have broken rejoice. 

People: Hide Your face from my sins, and blot out all my  

  iniquities. 
 

Leader: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a  

  right spirit within me. 

People: Cast me not away from Your presence, and take  

  not Your Holy Spirit  from me. 
 

Leader: Restore to me the joy of Your salvation,  

People: and uphold me with a willing spirit. Amen. 
 

 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
Leader: Come forward as you so desire to receive a cross of  

  ashes on your forehead in token of your sincere  

  repentance before God. 

 

Each person in attendance is invited to come forward in single file and 

receive the sign of the cross in ashes upon their forehead.  If you do not 

wish to receive the ashes, you may spend the time in silent meditation or 

prayer, or come forward to receive the words of God first spoken in the 

Garden of Eden: “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall 

return.” 
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ABSOLUTION 
Leader: The ashes upon our foreheads declare what is true.  

  Without the forgiveness of our God, we are   

  hopeless.  The shape of the ashes upon our   

  foreheads also declares what is true.  God sent His  

  only Son to die in our place.  Because of His death  

  and resurrection, we have the forgiveness of sins  

  and hope.  As a called and ordained servant of the  

  Word, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the  

  name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy  

  Spirit. 

People: Amen.  Thanks be to God! 

  

 

 

 

HYMN 

 611 Chief of Sinners Though I Be  

 

2 Chief of sinners though I be, 

Jesus shed His blood for me, 

Died that I might live on high, 

Lives that I might never die. 

As the branch is to the vine, 

I am His, and He is mine. 

 

3 Only Jesus can impart 

Balm to heal the wounded heart, 

Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n, 

Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n, 

Faith and hope to walk with God 

In the way that Enoch trod. 

 

                           (continued on next page) 
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5 O my Savior, help afford 

By Your Spirit and Your Word! 

When my wayward heart would stray, 

Keep me in the narrow way; 

Grace in time of need supply 

While I live and when I die. 

 
Public domain 

 

 

PRAYER  OF THE DAY 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Leader: Let us pray. 

 

  Almighty and merciful Father, You freely forgive  

  those who, as David of old, acknowledge and  

  confess their sins. Create in us pure hearts, and  

  wash away all our sins in the blood of Your dear  

  Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns  

  with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  

  forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT  READING               Isaiah 59:12-20 

 
12 For our offenses are many in your sight, and our sins testify 

against us. Our offenses are ever with us, and we acknowledge 

our iniquities: 13 rebellion and treachery against the LORD, 

turning our backs on our God, fomenting oppression and revolt, 

uttering lies our hearts have conceived. 14 So justice is driven back, 

and righteousness stands at a distance; truth has stumbled in the 

streets, honesty cannot enter. 15 Truth is nowhere to be found, and 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/59.html
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whoever shuns evil becomes a prey. The LORD looked and was 

displeased that there was no justice. 16 He saw that there was no 

one, he was appalled that there was no one to intervene; so his 

own arm worked salvation for him, and his own righteousness 

sustained him. 17 He put on righteousness as his breastplate, and 

the helmet of salvation on his head; he put on the garments of 

vengeance and wrapped himself in zeal as in a cloak.  

 
18 According to what they have done, so will he repay wrath to his 

enemies and retribution to his foes; he will repay the islands their 

due. 19 From the west, men will fear the name of the LORD, and 

from the rising of the sun, they will revere his glory. For he will 

come like a pent-up flood that the breath of the LORD drives 

along. 20 “The Redeemer will come to Zion, to those in Jacob who 

repent of their sins,” declares the LORD.  

 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.   
 

 

 

 

ANTHEM    
 “Merciful God”              Getty/Townend 

                          Arr. by Craig Courtney 

 

 

Merciful God O abounding in love 

Faithful to all who draw near You 

Hearing the cries of the humble in heart 

Showing the cross they may cling to 

Helpless I come broken in sin 

Found at the feet of Your mercy 

Father forgive 

May my sin be remembered no more 

              (continued on next page) 
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Merciful God O abounding in love 

Faithful through times we have failed You 

Selfish in thought and uncaring in deed 

Foolish in word and ungrateful 

Spirit of God conquer our hearts 

With love that flows from forgiveness 

Cause us to yield 

And return to the mercy of God 

  

Merciful God O abounding in love 

Faithful to keep us from falling 

Guiding our ways with Your fatherly heart 

Growing our faith with each testing 

God speed the day struggles will end 

Faultless we’ll gaze on Your glory 

Then we will stand 

Overwhelmed by the mercy of God 

 
CCLI Song # 4800758 Keith Getty | Kristyn Getty | Stuart Townend 
© 2006 Thankyou Music (Admin. By Capitol CMG Publishing) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 11301522 

 

 

EPISTLE                                        2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:2 

 
20b We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God 

made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God. 

 
1 As God’s fellow workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace 

in vain. 2 For he says, “In the time of my favor I heard you, and in 

the day of salvation I helped you.” I tell you, now is the time of 

God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.  

 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.   

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
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Please stand  

Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the   

  eighteenth chapter: 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                             Luke 18:9-14 

 
9 To some who were confident of their own righteousness and 

looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable: 10 “Two 

men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a 

tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: 

‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men—robbers, 

evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice 

a week and give a tenth of all I get.’  

 

13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even 

look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy 

on me, a sinner.’  

 

14 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home 

justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be 

humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

 

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/18.html
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HYMN 
 606 I Lay My Sins on Jesus 
 

1 I lay my sins on Jesus, 

    The spotless Lamb of God; 

He bears them all and frees us 

    From the accursèd load. 

I bring my guilt to Jesus 

    To wash my crimson stains 

Clean in His blood most precious 

    Till not a spot remains. 

 

2 I lay my wants on Jesus; 

    All fullness dwells in Him; 

He heals all my diseases; 

    My soul He does redeem. 

I lay my griefs on Jesus, 

    My burdens and my cares; 

He from them all releases; 

    He all my sorrows shares. 

 

3 I rest my soul on Jesus, 

    This weary soul of mine; 

His right hand me embraces; 

    I on His breast recline. 

I love the name of Jesus, 

    Immanuel, Christ, the Lord; 

Like fragrance on the breezes 

    His name abroad is poured. 
Text: Public domain 

 

 

 

SERMON 
 The Hands of the Passion: Hands of Repentance 
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Please stand 

NICENE CREED                     
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
                                 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of 

Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 

for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 

was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was 

made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  

He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory 

to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have 

no end.   
                                                                               

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 

the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 

prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 

world to come.  Amen.  

 

 

OFFERING 
 “From Depths of Woe I Cry to You” 

                          setting by Alfred Fedak 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Pastor:   In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:  Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For peace and salvation, for reconciliation and unity, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For endurance and encouragement, let us pray to the 

Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For pastors, teachers, and all ministers and leaders in 

Your Church, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For those who labor in difficult or dangerous 

vocations, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

      

Pastor: For favorable weather and the nourishment of Your 

creation, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:  Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For those who have not known the light of Christ or 

have fallen away into the darkness of the world, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For all those who suffer illness and grief, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
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Pastor: For all the faithful who have gone before us and are 

with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

       

Pastor: O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good 

counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, 

that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts 

may be set to obey Your commandments and also that 

we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may 

live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

  

 

 

 

 

 SACRAMENT  

 
In the Lord’s Supper we receive Christ’s body and blood in and with the bread 

and wine.  The two great blessings of the Lord’s Supper are the forgiveness of 

sins and strength to live an improved Christian life.  In response to the Lord’s 

command we are to examine ourselves privately prior to partaking of the 

Sacrament.  There are three basic questions on which we should examine 

ourselves, all of which we should be able to answer in the affirmative if we are to 

partake of the Sacrament worthily:  1) Am I truly sorry for my sins?   2) Do I 

believe Jesus Christ is my Savior?  3) Do I promise with God’s help to live a 

Christian life?  If you agree with the above statement, we invite you to the 

Sacrament. 
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PREFACE 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you.  

People: And also with you. 

 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.  

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should 

at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,  

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the 

assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom 

for many that with cleansed hearts we might be 

prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in 

sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we 

laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and singing: 

SANCTUS 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was   

 betrayed, took bread,  and when He had given 

  thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

 and said: Take, eat; this is my body, which is given   

 for you.  This do in remembrance of me.   
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper,   

 and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,  

 saying: Drink of it, all of you; this is my blood of   

 the new testament, which is shed for you for the   

 forgiveness of  sins. This do, as often as you drink   

 it, in remembrance of me. 

 

 

 

PEACE OF THE LORD 

Pastor:       The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People:       And also with you. 
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AGNUS DEI     

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
A “continuous communion table” will be the method of distribution this day. 

Communicants will come forward down the center aisle at the direction of the 

usher. You will receive the wafer from the pastor at the center and then proceed 

to the right or left (depending on which side of the church you are sitting) to 

receive the wine. You will then return  to your pew.  As is our custom, 

communion will be brought to people in the pews who have difficulty walking to 

the chancel. If you wish to take communion in the pew, please raise your hand 

when the communion assistant comes down the aisle. Also young children will 

receive a word of blessing.  
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DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 570 Just as I Am, without One Plea 
 

1 Just as I am, without one plea 

But that Thy blood was shed for me 

And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

2 Just as I am and waiting not 

To rid my soul of one dark blot, 

To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

3 Just as I am, though tossed about 

With many_a conflict, many_a doubt, 

Fightings and fears within, without, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

4 Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 

Sight, riches, healing of the mind, 

Yea, all I need, in Thee to find, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

5 Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

Because Thy promise I believe, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

6 Just as I am; Thy love unknown 

Has broken ev’ry barrier down; 

Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
Text: Public domain 
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 915 Today Your Mercy Calls Us  

 

1 Today Your mercy calls us 

    To wash away our sin. 

However great our trespass, 

    Whatever we have been, 

However long from mercy 

    Our hearts have turned away, 

Your precious blood can wash us 

    And make us clean today. 

 

2 Today Your gate is open, 

    And all who enter in 

Shall find a Father’s welcome 

    And pardon for their sin. 

The past shall be forgotten, 

    A present joy be giv’n, 

A future grace be promised, 

    A glorious crown in heav’n. 

 

3 Today our Father calls us; 

    His Holy Spirit waits; 

His blessèd angels gather 

    Around the heav’nly gates. 

No question will be asked us 

    How often we have come; 

Although we oft have wandered, 

    It is our Father’s home. 
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4 O all-embracing Mercy, 

    O ever-open Door, 

What should we do without You 

    When heart and eye run o’er? 

When all things seem against us, 

    To drive us to despair, 

We know one gate is open, 

    One ear will hear our prayer. 

 
Text: Public domain 

 

 

 

  

Please stand 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You 

  have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 

  implore You that of Your mercy You would   

  strengthen us  through the same in faith toward  

  You and in fervent love toward one another;  

  through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who  

  lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one  

  God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 

Pastor:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

            The Lord make His face shine on you and be  

 gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with 

 favor and + give you peace. 

People:   Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN 
          423      Jesus Refuge of the Weary   

  

1 Jesus, refuge of the weary, 

    Blest Redeemer, whom we love, 

Fountain in life’s desert dreary, 

    Savior from the world above: 

Often have Your eyes, offended, 

    Gazed upon the sinner’s fall; 

Yet upon the cross extended, 

    You have borne the pain of all. 

 

2 Do we pass that cross unheeding, 

    Breathing no repentant vow, 

Though we see You wounded, bleeding, 

    See Your thorn-encircled brow? 

Yet Your sinless death has brought us 

    Life eternal, peace, and rest; 

Only what Your grace has taught us 

    Calms the sinner’s deep distress. 

 

 

                                    



 21 

 

3 Jesus, may our hearts be burning 

    With more fervent love for You; 

May our eyes be ever turning 

    To behold Your cross anew 

Till in glory, parted never 

    From the blessèd Savior’s side, 

Graven in our hearts forever, 

    Dwell the cross, the Crucified. 

 
Text: Public domain 

  

 

 

POSTLUDE  
 “Recessional”                                  Franklin Ashdown  
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Serving at Chapel 

 
Preacher:    Theodore Laesch   

 

Liturgists:  11:00 a.m. Theodore Laesch 

   6:30 p.m. Adam Rouse 

 

Organist:      Ryan Meyer 

 

Accompanist:    Carolyn Rusnak 

 

Choir:     Choral Singers 

 

Acolyte:  6:30 p.m. Zoe Laesch   

    

 

    

 

 

   

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, 

NIV®.  Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.™  Used by 

permission of Zondervan.  All rights reserve 

worldwide.   www.zondervan.com  Hymns used by permission.  

OneLicense.net #A-725523 Lutheran Service Builder License no. VVPKL-
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