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The Lord Be With You
“The Lord be with you.” A lot of us are familiar with 

that phrase from worship. You almost can’t help but 
to respond, “And also with you.” It is a wonderful little 
prayer, really. It’s a prayer that the Lord would be with 
you, that He would direct you, bless you, and keep 
you. It’s an appropriate thing to say to one another 
as we enter a new year. It’s my prayer for you, actually. 
The Lord be with you, people of Chapel of the Cross!

In looking back at the year that has come to a close, I know that 2018 
had its rough spots for many of us. Not everything this past year went as 
planned or as hoped for. Some people got sick. Some loved ones are no 
longer with us. Some saw turmoil and trouble and problems. And so as we 
begin 2019, we begin it with the assurance and the promise that the Lord is 
with us now and always.

And yet, as we begin the New Year and pray for the Lord’s protection and 
blessing, we do so with the knowledge that He was always with us this past 
year too! Even when things were not going so well, God was there, standing 
with us. The Lord was present as we stood in doctor’s offices and hospital 
rooms and in nursing homes and in our own homes, watching loved ones 
suffer, or even when we were suffering ourselves. Isn’t that His promise? He 
is always with His children!

And God was present when things were going well too! He was there when 
we celebrated birthdays and anniversaries. He was there when we enjoyed 
milestones and graduations. He was there while we traveled, when we took 
time off, while we spent time with others.

But God didn’t just show up for the really good times and the really bad 
times. God was there when we did the seemingly mundane things of life at 
work and school, when we sat around the dinner table, when we drove around 
in traffic. God was there even when we thought that we were all alone.

As this new year begins, my prayer is that the Lord would be with you 
— just as He has been with you as He promised in 2018 (and 2017 and 
2016…). My prayer is that the Lord would protect you, assure you of His 
presence, and keep you in His care. And it is not just a prayer offered during 
this first part of January, but it is my prayer offered for you all year round.

The Lord be with you!

TheLordbe with you!
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Let Us Know!
Please call the church office (314-741-3737) if you:

• Have a new phone number or email
• Are sick, facing a surgery, or hospitalization

• Are unable to attend worship
• Are in need of prayer 

Homebound and Seniors’ Service  
and Luncheon

Twice a year, before Thanksgiving and before Easter, we have 
a special service at Chapel for the homebound and seniors 
in our congregation, which is followed by a delicious lunch. 
Though it may be difficult for them to come, many of our 
homebound are able to make it to these two special services. 
They are brought by family, friends, caregivers, or volunteers 
from Chapel who pick them up where they live. 

On Thursday, November 29, we had 45 people attend this 
special service. Seventeen people served as either worship 
leaders, drivers, or food preparers and servers. So this truly is a 
group effort to put together. What a special blessing this whole 
day was for everyone.

Monday, April 15, will be the Holy Week service and 
luncheon, and all are welcome to come.

 
GriefShare

We have now offered ten years of GriefShare, and we have had 
well over 200 people participate in this program. 

What a blessing it has been to the participants. It’s amazing 
how God’s living Word can touch and begin to heal people in 
their darkest hours of grief. During 2018 we had 8 people come 
in the winter/spring cycle, and 16 for the fall cycle. There were 18 
people who attended the special “Surviving the Holidays” session 
the week before Thanksgiving. This continues to be a great 
outreach to the community as the majority of the people who 
attend GriefShare are not Chapel members. 

GriefShare is more than a support group. It is a 14 week 
program that guides and teaches people about grief, and how 
God works in their lives at this difficult time. It provides the 

opportunity to grow, to deal with grief positively, offers hope and 
comfort, and provides a safe place for people to talk and support 
each other so they know they are not alone in their journey.

The next 14-week cycle begins Tuesday, January 8, from 2:00 – 
4:00 p.m., and Thursday, January 10, from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. If you 
are going through the journey of grief, no matter how long it has 
been, I invite you to come. If you have other family members or 
friends who are dealing with this, encourage them to come. Please 
contact me if you want to know more about GriefShare or if you 
would like to come to this time of support and healing.

Visiting the Homebound 
Many people are not aware of how extensive our ministry is to 

the homebound. Every month, Pastors Laesch, Mueller, Bischoff, 
and I, try to visit up to 70 households who are homebound and 
take Communion to them. Pastor Mueller does a great job in 
organizing this and he and Pastor Bischoff visit the majority of 
these people.

Chapel Travelers
This coming spring will mark the seventh spring trip that the 

Chapel Travelers group has taken. One option we are looking 
into for this year is, instead of going to Branson again, we may 
take a trip to Nashville. This trip will take place sometime after 
Easter in late April, or early May. As plans are finalized they will 
be put in the bulletin. In the meantime, if you are interested in 
going, talk to Ken and Marilyn Kreitner, or Dave Funke.

Retreats
Each year in the winter, Camp Wartburg, near Waterloo, 

Illinois (an hour from Chapel), hosts a retreat for men and 
women. The dates for this year’s retreats are: the Men’s Retreat 
on January 11-22, and the Women’s Retreat on February 15-16. 
These retreats include a guest speaker, meals, free time, and 
service projects. It’s a great opportunity to get to know each 
other better outside the walls of the church and to meet people 
from other churches.  >>>
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 by Bill Rusnak, Director of Family Ministry

The Art of Marriage
Begining in January, 2019; we will begin a six week 

small-group series that can make a lasting impact on the 
marriages in our church and community. These sessions 
will highlight that every marriage is unique, expressed by 
the colorful personalities of each spouse and textured by the 
circumstances at play in their lives. Blending these to make 
marriage work is a divinely inspired art form — challenging 
to master but definitely worth the effort.

The Art of Marriage weaves together expert teaching, 
engaging stories, man-on-the-street interviews, humorous 
vignettes and much more to portray the hope and beauty of 
God’s design for marriage, and now 
the same great content is available 
in a six-week study format. In The 
Art of Marriage small-group series, 
couples can explore God’s Purpose 
and Plan, Overcoming Isolation, 
Fulfilling Our Responsibilities, 
Communication and Conflict, 
Experiencing Real Intimacy, and 
Leaving a Lasting Legacy in a small 
group setting.

To fully participate, each couple 
will receive The Art of Marriage 
small group study guide. The study 
guide contains group discussion 
questions, mini-projects for 
completion during group meetings, 
date-night suggestions for couples 
and articles and tips for improving 
marriage. Study guides come as a 
couple’s set so that spouses can have their own copy.

The video event and small-group Bible study series both 
have six sessions and cover the following topics:

Session 1: Love Happens (Purpose of Marriage)
• God designed marriage and has a great plan in mind.
• The primary purpose of marriage is to reflect God’s glory 

to a watching world.
• It is important to receive your mate as God’s perfect gift 

for you.

Session 2: Love Fades (Drift to Isolation)
• Couples naturally drift toward isolation.
• Our differences and weaknesses push us apart.

• Sin has affected every marriage.
• The gospel brings healing and reconciliation.
• Couples must learn to walk by the power of the Holy 

Spirit in marriage

Session 3: Love Dances (Roles)
• God designed different responsibilities for men and 

women in marriage.
• Though their responsibilities are different, men and 

women are still equal in value.
• God calls men to sacrificially love and lead their wives.
• God calls women to respect and support their husbands.

Session 4: Love Interrupted  
(Communication)

• Conflict is common to all 
marriages.

• The goal is not to be conflict-
free but to learn to handle conflict 
correctly when it occurs.

• Healthy conflict resolution occurs 
when couples are willing to seek and 
grant forgiveness.

Session 5: Love Sizzles (Romance 
and Sex)

• God created sex and has a 
wonderful design in mind.

• A satisfying sex life is the result of 
a satisfying marriage relationship.

• The ultimate purpose of sex is to 
bring pleasure and glory to God.

Session 5: Love Always (Legacy)
• To leave a godly legacy, we must think about the impact 

of our lives on future generations.
• Our hope for leaving a lasting legacy is through the 

gospel of Jesus Christ.
• Leaving a godly legacy requires putting a stake in the 

ground.
The Art of Marriage small-group series will be enjoyed 

by everyone from couples considering marriage to those 
celebrating 80 or more years together. The Wednesday Night 
dates for this series are January 16, 23, 30 and February 13, 
20, and 27. Sign up at the Welcome Center or contact  
Bill Rusnak.  >>> 
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Chapel Life Team’s Mission Statement:
“Motivated by the Gospel and the great love God has demonstrated to us in Jesus Christ,  

the Life Team of Chapel of the Cross Lutheran exists to equip our church to celebrate,  
defend, and care for life at all stages.”

www.lutheransforlife.org

Sanctity of Human Life Sunday will be held 
on Sunday, January 13, 2019, this year. Rev. 
Michael W. Salemink, Executive Director 
of Lutherans For Life, will preach and lead 
a Bible study on that day. More information 
will be available in the Chapel Weekly.

In June of 2018 the Life Team invited Dr. 
Robert Weise from Concordia Seminary 
to speak about physician-assisted suicide. 
In the weeks following his presentation I 
discovered a 2006 document, “Mercy at Life’s 
End,” published by The Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod. I thought the following 
article might be beneficial to the members of 
Chapel of the Cross. You might like to share 
this with your loved ones.

It is used with permission.

Appendix A
A Guide For Families Making Ethical  
Decisions At Life’s End

A family member waiting for word about 
the condition of a patient may be approached 
by the physician for input on whether to 
initiate or continue life support measures. 

The following guidelines may be helpful 
in making decisions compatible with the 
patient and the Christian decision-maker’s 
faith.

Always ask to speak with the physician 
directly if a request for a medical decision is 
made from a nurse or other staff person.

1. Ask the doctor: “What is the medical 
condition of the patient at this time?” 

(You are asking for an objective medical 
evaluation, not a philosophical opinion of 
the patient’s condition.)

2. Ask the doctor: “What is the prognosis?”
(You are asking whether the patient is 

expected to recover or not.)
3. Ask the doctor: “Is the patient dying at 

this time?”
(If the patient is not dying, it would be 

morally wrong to intend to cause the death 
of the patient.)

4. Ask the doctor: “Is the patient awake?”
(If so, you will want to be supportive by 

discussing his or her condition with the 
patient and by offering to pray to ask for 

guidance before a decision is made.)
5. Ask the doctor: “Is the patient in any 

pain at this time?”
(You are asking whether pain gives urgency 

to your decision.)
6. If a decision is needed immediately, err 

on the side of life, not death. If a decision is 
not needed momentarily, say, “I need time to 
talk with my family and/or pastor, and I will 
call you within                   (length of time).”

(You are saying you need the input of 
others concerned for the patient.)

7. If the situation allows, leave the hospital 
and meet with your family and pastor at 
church in a prayerful environment. This 
distance from the hospital environment 
sometimes helps you think more clearly.

Make sure you tell the nurse you are 
leaving.  >>>

Written by the Rev. Dr. Richard C. Eyer
© 2006 The Concordia Bioethics Institute
Concordia University Wisconsin, 12800 North 
Lake Shore Drive, Mequon, WI 53097-2402
Kevin E. Voss, Director  

Mary-Martha Guild
The Mary-Martha Guild annual service project will take place on Monday, 

January 14. We will assemble gift bags and sign Valentine cards for Chapel’s shut-ins. 
Refreshments and a short business meeting will follow. All ladies are welcome to attend.

Our Potluck Friendship Dinner will be held on Monday, February 11. Everyone is 
asked to bring a dish. Following the meeting Claudia Trantman will speak to us about 
the Bethania Children Orphanage in India. We will end the evening with a short 
business meeting.  >>>

Veterans were honored at Chapel of 
the Cross on Veterans Day, Sunday, 
November 11. Pictures of veterans 
in Chapel families were displayed on 
that day. Chapel member and vet-
eran, Ken Inman, is standing behind 
the display.
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Your Lifetime 
PLan for GivinG

Have you left a lasting legacy  
of your faith?

Have you blessed your family in the best way?

Have you remembered your favorite ministries?

As you can answer “yes” to each of these questions, I know you 
will experience the peace and joy of knowing God has blessed 
you to be a blessing.

To find out more, contact:

Kirk Mueller—LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor

11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO 63136

314.704.4389

Kirk.mueller@lcms.org

Kirk Mueller

    

TRANSFER OUT
Michael and Michelle Remsprecher to St. Paul Lutheran 
Church, Des Peres, MO

Former number of members: 947
        Gains:   +0
      Losses:    -2   
     New number of members: 945

Membership Matters

Last fall during their furlough schedule of presenting at a number 
of churches, Eric and Linda Funke were at Chapel of the Cross with 
their children, Michael and Julia, on November 18. During the 

Education Hour, Eric and Linda showed pictures and talked about 
what God is doing in their lives and God’s work in their corner of 
Tanzania. After that, Julia was baptized at the 11:00 am service.  >>>

Eric And Linda Funke Talk About God’s Work In Tanzania

Hope Seeds Harvest Celebration
Chapel of the Cross hosted a Hope Seeds Harvest Celebration 

on November 3. After enjoying a delicious fall harvest dinner, 
those in attendance listened to a presentation by Mike Mueller, 
Co-Founder and CEO of Hope Seeds Inc. Then entertainment 
was provided by the Men’s Chorus of St. Louis Seminary under 
the direction of Chapel’s part-time vicar, Dr. James Marriott. The 
group is known as Laudamus and is a select choir of seminarians 
who delight in proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ through 
music.  >>>



Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran 
exists to show the love of Jesus to 
the people of North County and 
beyond so that all may have a 
living relationship with Christ.

Sunday Worship Services
8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m.

Sunday School, Youth, and Adult Classes
9:45 a.m.

Saturday Evening Worship Service
5:00 p.m.

Holy Communion
1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday of the month: 8:30 a.m.

2nd, 4th and 5th Sunday of the month: 11:00 a.m.
1st, 3rd and 5th Saturday of the month: 5:00 p.m.
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