CrossRoads
Chapel Of The Cross -Lutheran

March - April 2017 Volume 9, No. 2

Fake or True?
by Pastor Laesch

In This Issue
Adult Ministry Minute
Page 2

Family Ministry
Page 3

Rev. Jonathan Stein
Page 4

Life Corner
Page 5

Marriage Celebration
Page 6

Both sides of our political divide are accusing the
other of spreading “fake news.” There’s been much
outrage and consternation that people would actually
make up false stories to fit a particular mindset or political agenda — and that others would believe the stories! But the fake news phenomena is not surprising
when we understand that many people in our world
today reject the idea that there is objective truth. For
Pastor Laesch
many, truth is relative. Something is “true” because I
want it to be true (even if it actually isn’t). On the flip side, something is “fake” because I
don’t want it to be true (even if it actually is!). So “truth” can be whatever we want it to be.
But really, that’s not truth at all — that’s confusion, a chaotic hodgepodge, a downright
mess!
This is actually nothing new. Listen to what Paul says to young Timothy: “For the time
will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they
will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.
They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.” (2 Timothy 4:3-4)
So in this confusing, chaotic, messy time when ears are turning away from the truth,
what do we as the followers of Jesus do? St. Paul has some good advice: “Preach the Word; be
prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage — with great patience and
careful instruction.” (2 Timothy 4:2)
Preach the Word! Because the Word is truth. It tells the truth of our salvation in Christ.
It tells the truth of God’s love and grace. It tells the truth of heaven and resurrection and
eternal life. It tells the truth of Christ’s presence at every moment of every day. It tells the
truth that Satan (the father of lies) has been conquered at the cross. It tells the truth of His
leading, His guarding, His guiding. It tells of Jesus, who is the Way and the Truth and the
Life.
Preach the Word! For the Word of the Lord remains forever. (1 Peter 1:25) >>>

Adult Ministry
MINUTE

by Dave Funke, Director of Adult Ministry

Homebound Service
In addition to visiting and taking Communion to approximately
75 homebound people each month, one of the important ministries
to them is that twice a year, before Thanksgiving and Easter, we have a
special Communion service at Chapel followed by a wonderful lunch.
While it is difficult for them to come to church on a weekly basis, many
of our homebound are able to make it to these special services. They are
brought by family, friends, or volunteers from Chapel who pick them
up where they live. This year’s service is Monday, April 3, at 11:00 a.m.
Please call the church office if you are interested in coming, and invite
others you know who might be interested.

Chapel Travelers’ Spring Trip
On May 1-3 (Monday-Wednesday), The Chapel Travelers will be
taking their fifth spring trip. This year we will be visiting the Creation
Museum and Ark Encounter in northern Kentucky (near Cincinnati).
This trip isn’t just for Chapel members. Family and friends are also

welcome. We are limited to fifty people going, so if more sign up we will
start a waiting list. If you are interested in going with us or want more
detailed information, contact Dave Funke.

GriefShare
We have now offered seven years of GriefShare, and what a blessing
it has been, and continues to be, to the participants. It truly is amazing
how God’s living Word can touch and begin to heal people in their darkest hours of grief. After seven years we’ve had approximately 170 people
be a part of this special ministry which has included people from Chapel
and the community. We offer this on Tuesdays from 2:00-4:00 p.m., and
Thursdays from 6:30- 8:30 p.m. The 14 week cycle we are in at this time
will run through April 11 and 13. It is never too late to join. If you are
going through the journey of grief, we welcome you to join us. Or if you
know of someone in this journey, tell them about GriefShare. Brochures
are at the Welcome Center, or contact Dave Funke. >>>

Mary-Martha Guild
Mary-Martha Guild meetings for March and April will be as follows:
March 13th - “Bloom and Grow” - Holly from Parkview Florist and
Nursery located in St. Charles, Mo will speak to our group.
April 10th- “Remember” - Carol Melka from LSS. Her topic will be
on “Memory”.
Both meetings start at 6:30 pm and we meet in room 9 downstairs.
Refreshments and a short business meeting follow.
Remember our Annual Spring Bake Sale will be held the weekend
of Palm Sunday, April 8th and 9th. Stop by and support our group. A
recipient of the proceeds will be chosen and announced later in the
bulletin. >>>

Chapel’s Got Talent

Saturday, March 18, 2017
Come join us as we present our version of the popular
TV show “America’s Got Talent.”
There will be acts consisting of singers, dancers, comedians and
a number of other great acts.
Don’t miss an evening of fun, food and great laughs.
Proceeds from the event will be used to supplement our maintenance
needs, with a portion going to the Back Stoppers organization for
St. Louis City and County Police and Fire Fighters.
Tickets can be purchased at the church.
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Lenten Schedule
Lenten Midweek Worship
March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, April 5 11 :00 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Palm Sunday
April 9
Regular weekend worship times
Maundy Thursday
April 13
11 :00 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Good Friday
April 14
12:00 noon & 6:30 p.m.
Easter Vigil
April 15
5:00 p.m.
Easter Sunday
April 16
8:30 a.m. & 11 :00 a.m.

Have You Thought About
Advertising Your Business
in CrossRoads?

Reasonable Rates
Call George Gray at
636-391-7435

Family
Ministry

Bill Rusnak, Director of Family Ministry

Parenting Style

A parent favorite
author, Dr. Timothy
Elmore, has taken it
upon himself to share
concerns and suggestions for parenting
styles. I happen to
think his work holds
some timeless and
valuable truths for all
of us. See what you
Dr. Timothy Elmore
think!
“Today, two of three parents utilize parenting styles that define the “American Dream” as
leaving their children financially better off than
they were.” This phenomenon has produced
a new generation of parents more focused on
their children than anything else in their lives.
At times, however, we wonder if this absorption
with kids is entirely healthy.
“During the last few years, I have spotted
eight damaging parenting styles that (parents of
children born in the 1990’s who seem to have
technology as an extra body appendage) can fall
into without even knowing it.”
Some are unique to this generation; others
have existed for years. Let’s explore these damaging parenting styles and see what they are doing to the rising generation of adults.

Family
Ministries

1. Helicopter Parents
Problem: Hovering helicopter parenting
style doesn’t allow kids the privilege of learning to fail and persevere. They prefer to prepare
the path for the child instead of the child for the
path.
Issue: It is very possible parents can become
helicopters because they possess a controlling
or prideful spirit.
Adults who struggle with feeling out of control or who find it difficult to trust others tend
to hover and use micromanagement as a parenting style. They feel it is up to them to insure life
turns out well for the kids. They hurry to prevent their kids from suffering consequences.
“These adults must learn that control is a
myth, and the sooner they acknowledge this,
the more effective they’ll be as parents with better parenting styles.”
2. Karaoke Parents
Problem: Those parents with a Karaoke

style often don’t provide their kids the clear parameters that build self-esteem. These are more
concerned with being liked than with being respected.
Issue: Parents can assume the karaoke style
because of their own fears and insecurities.
They may worry about aging or struggle
with the need to be liked or feel uncomfortable
with adult responsibilities. These adults will
rationalize why they do what they do, but the
only remedy is for them to embrace their own
age and stage in life.
They must relate to the young people in
an appropriate manner and focus on the kids’
needs more than their own. They need parents
they can look up to and respect with appropriate parenting styles, not peers who dress and
sound like them.

further damage a child in their wake. Kids have
a better chance at growing up if their parents do
so first. The best way we can help kids become
healthy leaders is to model it for them with
healthy parenting styles.

3. Dry-Cleaner Parents
Problem: Dry-cleaner parents fail to furnish their kids with the mentoring and personal
face-to-face time they need. They prefer to pass
the buck and abdicate their parenting responsibility to the school or church, thus damaging
their children’s ability to bond with them.
Issue: Some of these parents don’t know
how to delegate their responsibility because
they feel that connecting with kids is just not
their specialty or just don’t feel up to the task.
These parents need to run toward the very
challenge in which they feel they’re weak and
take a good look at their schedules and priorities to make room for actually relating to their
children. Relationships make it all happen. Parents must build bridges of relationships that can
bear the weight of truth which make for great
kids who themselves will have good parenting
styles.

6. Bullied Parents
Problem: These parents “lack the courage
and strength to lead their strong-willed children
and prepare them for a potentially harsh adult
world. The children are leaderless.”
Issue: These bullied parenting styles may
fail to lead their children and become subservient due to an intense desire to be liked and accepted by their child. Often the child’s personality is stronger than the parent’s.
These kinds of parenting styles must find
some allies, a counselor or a parent support
group in order to develop some backbone, determine what values will govern their family
and choose to fight for those values.
“Choosing your battles” is a term often
used to refer to times when we choose not to
fight over a trivial matter, but it also means that
sometimes we do choose to fight worthwhile
battles to uphold what is important.

4. Volcano Parents
Problem: Parents with this parenting style
“still have some unrealized dreams from their
past-sometimes an unhealthy past-and try to
fulfill them through their children.” They may
have issues with self-control between themselves and their children.
Issue: The child represents the best way for
parents with this style to accomplish the dream
he or she gave up on years earlier, even if it is
done vicariously.
The best step these adults can take is selfcare - address their own issues, so they don’t

5. Dropout Parents
Problem: These parents “fail to provide a
healthy role model of finishing what they start,
and in some cases, they fail to provide the tools
their child needs.”
Issue: The parent wasn’t mature enough to
have children in the first place, and is not ready
for that kind of responsibility.
The best course for this parent is to seek out
counseling and discover what’s happening inside, to find out why they are unable to lead their
child in a healthy way. Then, they should reengage as a parent ... beginning with an apology.

7. Groupie Parents
Problem: These parents “fail to recognize
that kids need leaders, not servants. They enjoy
their precious moments with their children, but
they fail to equip them for the future.”
Issue: This is often a reaction to a past experience.
Due to the absence or neglect of their own
parents, they may swing the pendulum to the
other extreme, determining to never miss any
milestone their child experiences.
“But by lavishing too much time and attensee page 4
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Regrets, Reality, Restoration
Bill Rusnak, Director of Family Ministry

LITY,

Dear Chapel Family,
I can only guess what’s on your 2017 New Year’s Resolutions List,
but I’m certain that nobody listed “Regret” as something they’re hoping
to face this New Year. Yet according to now.avg.com, 1 in 3 people will
face a major regret this year! That regret can come from posting a photo
on social media, to breaking a promise, to not
REGRETS, REALITY, guarding one’s reputation.
The sad truth is life can be full of regrets. If
not dealt with, they can become so imprinted
in our minds that any attempt to erase them
may only lead to despair, isolation and perpetual shame. Who among us wouldn’t like to
redo or undo something from our past? Was it
drugs or alcohol? Was it pride or selfishness?
Was it abuse or violence? We’re all capable
of producing mind-boggling disasters in our
lives and the lives of others. What do we do
when the condemning memory of past offenses won’t be silenced? Is there a way out
and beyond our backstory?
In our recent High School and College
Sunday Bible Class titled: Regrets, Reality, Restoration - from Lutheran Hour Ministries - we heard from four people
who experienced deep regret in profound ways. What took place previously in their lives seemed to be unpardonable sins to God. Self-forgiveness and moving forward, however, was another matter. Coping strategies only put reality and restoration on hold. The videos and discussion
were very helpful. Consider these powerful verses:
2 Corinthians 7:9-10 “Yet now I am happy, not because you were made
sorry, but because your sorrow led you to repentance. For you became sorrowful as God intended and so were not harmed in any way by us. 10 Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly
sorrow brings death.”
Psalm 103:8-13 “The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to an-
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Parenting Style from page 3
tion on a child and never denying the child anything, groupie parents
can increase that child’s self-image to an unhealthy level.”
These parents must learn that loving their children means treating
them as people, not idols. It means learning to say no when appropriate and requiring them to serve others - as well as learning to work well
even when the focus is not on them.
8. Commando Parents
Problem: These parents “are focused on attaining compliance and
perfection instead of growth and improvement. Their children may
live in anxiety or exhaustion just trying to meet expectations which are
nearly militant.”
Issue: Commando parents “may feel their own reputations depend
on their children’s performance. They cannot stand a poor showing on
the Little League field or in the classroom because they feel it makes
THEM look bad.”
Dr. Elmore suggests they watch other families, consider other models, look for opportunities to practice being less rigid, and take baby
steps toward flexibility. They need to see that life is about love and empowerment, not command and control. >>>
4 CrossRoads March - April 2017

ger, abounding in love. 9 He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his
anger forever; 10 he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according
to our iniquities. 11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is
his love for those who fear him; 12 as far as the east is from the west, so far has
he removed our transgressions from us. 13 As a father has compassion on his
children, so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him.”
1 John 3:19-20 “This then is how we know that we belong to the truth,
and how we set our hearts at rest in his presence 20 whenever our hearts condemn us. For God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything.”
John 16:33 “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace.
In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”
2 Corinthians 1:3-4 “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, 4 who comforts
us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the
comfort we ourselves have received from God.”
Depending on your past, you may know some of what it means and
how it feels to live with regret or shame. Looking back, you may have
found real hope for yourself and help for others in God’s words and
promises. Even in life’s most tormenting moments; it is God’s love in
Christ Jesus that brings real hope and healing! Peace with God, others and within one’s self can be found nowhere else! Thanks to God, in
Christ, all of God’s promises are “Yes.” >>>

Rev. Jonathan Stein
Enters Eternal Rest

Rev. Jonathan Stein entered eternal rest in
Christ Jesus December 20, 2016. Pastor Stein
served as pastor at Chapel of the Cross from 1985
until his retirement in 2004. He and Sandy had
recently moved to North Carolina.
Rev. Jonathan Stein
Before serving at Chapel of the Cross, Pastor
Stein served as pastor of St. John Lutheran Church, Seward, NE (197685); pastor of Redeemer Lutheran Church, Flint, MI (1968-76); pastor
of Bethel Lutheran Church (1961-68); and pastor of Immanuel Lutheran
Church, Howard City, MI and St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Amble, MI
(1960-61).
After he retired from pastoral ministry at Chapel, Pastor Stein was a
part-time member of the ministry staff at Zion Lutheran Church, Belleville, IL (2004-06) and then served as the first campus chaplain at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis (2006-2016).
A funeral service was held on December 28 at Resurrection Lutheran
Church in Cary, NC. Pastor Stein is survived by his wife, Sandy; four children: Susan, Sharon, Jeffrey and Mark; 11 grandchildren; and two greatgrandchildren.
“Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.’ ‘Blessed indeed,’
says the Spirit, ‘that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow
them!’” (Rev. 14:13-14) >>>

LIFE
CORNER

“I came that they may have life and
have it abundantly.”-John 10:10

“Equipping Lutherans to be
Gospel-motivated Voices for Life”

www.lutheransforlife.org

by Dee Langefeld

Mission Statement:
“Motivated by the Gospel and the great love God has
demonstrated to us in Jesus Christ, the Life Team of Chapel
of the Cross Lutheran exists to equip our church to
celebrate, defend, and care for life at all stages.”

Respectful Disagreement

by Rev. Daniel Guagenti, Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Shelbyville,
Kentucky (from Christ the Life of All the Living -Devotions for Lent.
published by Lutherans for Life, page 33)
Matthew 5:21-26 “First be reconciled to your brother, and then
come and offer your gift.” (Matthew 5:24b)
These devotions (source listed above) are spotlighting how the
scriptural teachings on the image of God, the atonement of Christ, and
the outpouring of the Spirit upon all nations proclaim good news to
all people in all stages of life. Regardless of race, age, and development,
every human being is made in the image of God, ransomed by Christ on
the cross, and given new life in the Spirit.
These ideas have borne beautiful fruit in the era of Christ’s Church,
inspiring abolitionists to end slavery in nation after nation, inspiring
school houses to be opened to all, and inspiring thousands of ministries
to lift up the poor. To put those ideas into action took not just work but
also argument. Never forget that when abolitionists tried to print their
ideas, American cities rioted to destroy their presses.

When we argue in defense of children’s rights or against racial demagoguery, and when we debate which
programs best help the poor, our passions rise. We get angry sometimes because the stakes are high.
But when we argue, we dare not forget the very principles for which
we argue. The person against whom I argue is made in the image of God.
The person who seems so wrong was ransomed by the blood of Christ.
The person whose breath issues forth against me in threats and insults
may by grace take his final breath together with the Spirit of God.
So the way I treat that person while we disagree is itself an opportunity to express the Good News of Jesus. We believe Christ is the life of
all the living, certainly including those with whom we disagree.
Prayer: Savior of the nations, may Your kingdom come in our hearts,
as in all the world. Amen.
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old
has passed away; behold the new has come. All this is from God, who
through Christ reconciled us to Himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to Himself,
not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.” II Corinthians 5:17-19 >>>

Your Lifetime
PLan for GivinG

Thank You!
Thank You! Thank You! God Bless You!
On behalf of Friend of Moms thank you for your support during
their Ingathering in December. 57 packages (3,525) Diapers; 64 packages Wipes; 42 Bibs; 75 pair Socks; 35 Blankets; 19 Baby Bottles; 9
Sleepers; 29 Clothing Items; 8 Toys and Books; 9 Miscellaneous Items
plus Monetary Donations were collected during December. Your support will help mothers and babies to thrive in 2017!
Thank you to all who attended the congregational Bible study on
January 8, based on Ephesians 6:13, and to Dave Funke for leading the
Bible study. We are glad that you were able to meet several of the Life
Team members. Your thoughts, concerns, and questions are always welcome by the Life Team.
Thank you to Pastor Laesch for his sermon on Sunday, January 15
- Sanctity of Human Life Sunday, and for his announcements in December and in January concerning the Friend of Moms Ingathering and the
Life Team table that was set up in the Commons area. The Life Team
members enjoyed talking with those who stopped by. Your support is
much appreciated! >>>

The due date for the
May - June 2017
CrossRoads is Sunday, April 2.

Kirk Mueller

Have you left a lasting legacy
of your faith?

Have you blessed your family in the best way?
Have you remembered your favorite ministries?
IfAs
you
can
answer
“yes”
to each
of these
questions,
I know
you
can
answer
“yes”
to each
of these
questions,
I know you
you
will
experience
the
peace
and
joy
of
knowing
God
has
blessed
will experience the peace and joy of knowing God has
blessed
you
to
be
a
blessing.
you to be a blessing.

To find out more, contact:
Kirk Mueller—LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO 63136
314.704.4389
Kirk.mueller@lcms.org

March - April 2017 CrossRoads 5

GRACE CHAPEL EARLY LEARNING CENTER
We read the story, “Ten Apples Up On Top,” by Theo. LeSieg during
Lutheran Schools Week. We then predicted how many apples we could
hold on top of our heads.
Tatum - I can do 10!
Kaley - I can do 7!
Gavin - I can put 10 on my head!
Josiah - I can put 2 on top.
Jared - I can put 10!
Nyla - I’m gonna put 5 on my head!
Laci - I’m gonna put 6 on my head!
Mrs. Timm - I can hold 1 apple on top!
Gavin and Tatum were able to hold 3 apples on top! The rest of the
children could hold 2 as it was harder than we thought it would be. We
had fun trying to keep our head still to hold the apples >>>.

Ten Apples Up on Top

Ten Apples Up on Top

PJ Day

Chapel Celebrates Marriage
Over 70 members and friends gathered at Chapel after the late service on February 12,
2017 for a Marriage Anniversary Celebration. Special milestone anniversaries were
recognized. There were scripture readings and hymns and everyone repeated portions of their marriage vows. Following
the service there was a gathering for refreshments and fellowship. Wedding pictures from 1949 to 2013 were displayed. It was
suggested that this celebration be an annual event at Chapel. >>>
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Board of Elders

Board of Directors

Top Row (left to right): Gene Weidner, David Stahlhut,
Jim Koch, Johnnie Spears.

Top Row (left to right): Brad Purcell, Tim Brown,
Don Loberg, John Jordan.

Bottom Row (left to right): Stan Schwede, Glenn Lackey,
Craig Schlichtmann, Ken Kreitner, Jay Zvirgzdins.

Middle Row (left to right): Nancy Swoboda, Don Sistek,
Julie Meyer, Denny Vogelsang.

Not Pictured: Denny Kloppenburg, Ellory Glenn-Chairman,
Jonathan Bellmann, Rich Langefeld, Ed Meyer,
George Tomazi.

Bottom Row (left to right): Curt Wiechert,
George Zvirgzdins-President, Steve Geisz, Pat Phipps.
Not Pictured: Marlo Stuart, Carla Rainey.

Membership Matters
Deaths
Beverly Bacott ( January 31, 2017)
Thomas Crawford ( January 6, 2017)
Jene Drew ( January 22, 2017)
Rita Faerber (December 8, 2016)
Todd Purcell (December 27, 2016)
Ruth Tegtmeyer ( January 23, 2017)
Lois Williams (December 29, 2016)
Former number of members 995
Gains +0
		
Losses -7
New number of members: 988

Notice to Seniors Age 70 ½ or Older
Those of you who have an IRA are following the rules and are taking your
Required Minimum Distribution as required by the IRS. You pay taxes on these
funds received and therefore, you are adding to your tax bill every year.
You may not know that if you designate a portion of, or all of your IRA proceeds
to Chapel of the Cross Lutheran Church as a Qualified Charitable Distribution,
the amount of that gift to the church (up to $100,000 annually) is not taxed, and,
therefore not added to your annual taxable income, thus reducing your overall tax
bill. Plus this may allow you to substantially increase your gift to your Lord and
Savior. Personally I think that’s better than sending it to Washington!
But please note that everyone’s financial situation is different, so you will want
to discuss this matter with your tax adviser or with the representative of your
financial institution.
Please contact Doris Truetken at Chapel of the Cross at 314-741-3737 for more
information.
A member of Chapel of the Cross, A member of Thrivent Financial. >>>

Chapel of the Cross Summer Camp:

is accepting counselor applications for the 2017
summer. If you, or someone you know is interested, pick up the application packet at the Welcome
Center or find it on the Chapel website. Questions?
Please speak with Karen Funke. >>>
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Chapel Of The Cross -Lutheran

CrossRoads

Chapel of the Cross-Lutheran
11645 Benham Road
St. Louis, Missouri 63136
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday Worship Services
8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School, Youth, and Adult Classes
9:45 a.m.
Saturday Evening Worship Service
5:00 p.m.
Holy Communion
1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday of the month: 8:30 a.m.
2nd, 4th and 5th Sunday of the month: 11:00 a.m.
1st, 3rd and 5th Saturday of the month: 5:00 p.m.

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran
exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of
North County and beyond so that they may have a
living relationship with Christ.

