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Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!!
by Pastor Laesch

There is nothing quite like the Easter season. After walking 
with the Savior through the season of Lent and the events of 
Holy Week— His suffering and death — and then standing in 
the light of the empty tomb on Easter morning, my heart is just filled with joy. I’m guessing 
your heart is too.

After He rose from the dead, the Bible tells us that Jesus appeared to more than 500 
people before His ascension into heaven. Jesus came to Peter. Here was a man who needed 
to see Jesus alive if he wasn’t going to spend the rest of his life haunted by his denial of Jesus 
on that Good Friday. Can you imagine Peter’s excitement as his Lord appeared to him? 

You’ll remember that the disciple Thomas said that he wouldn’t believe that Jesus was 
raised from the dead unless he himself saw Him. Seeing is believing, Thomas said. So Jesus 
appeared to Thomas and let him see. 

Mary Magdalene was weeping in the garden when Jesus appeared to her. When she real-
ized who it was she cried out in amazement and excitement and joy: “Rabboni!” 

Remember how Jesus showed Himself to those disciples on the road to Emmaus, when 
He changed despair into hope? Or how He came to the ten disciples behind the locked 
doors, when He changed fear into courage? Or when He appeared to the 500 described in 
1 Corinthians?

Jesus appeared to Paul on the Damascus Road. It was an appearance that changed Paul 
from one of Christianity’s greatest persecutors to one of Christianity’s greatest missionar-
ies. Paul describes it like this: “Then last of all He was seen by me also.” (1 Corinthians 15:8 
NKJV) 

Jesus’ rising is real. It is fact. He appeared to Peter and Thomas and Mary and Paul and 
so many others. And His appearing made such a big difference in their faith and in their 
lives. In fact, it made all the difference. 

What about you? Have you seen Him? Has He appeared to you? He has, you know. He 
has appeared to you over and over again in His Word. He has appeared to you through the 
Sacraments. He has appeared to you through others as they share His mercy and His grace 
and His love with you. You and I can say with Paul: He was seen by me. I know Him. He’s 
my Savior. He’s my Lord. He lives in me and I am His child. And because we have seen 
Him by faith, every day becomes a day filled with the joy of Easter. Every day is filled with 
“Alleluias” to the living Lord. Every day we can say by faith and with conviction: Christ is 
risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!!  >>>
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Homebound and Seniors’ Service 
and Luncheon

What a beautiful sight it was. On Monday, April 3, Chapel had its 
semiannual Homebound and Seniors’ service and luncheon. The day 
started at 11 :00 with a Communion service in church. After the service 
we gathered in the gym for a delicious meal of ham, baked potatoes, 
vegetables and dessert. 

Our members who are unable to make it to this event by themselves 
are picked up and transported to church in a bus or private vehicle. This 
time we had 70 people be a part of this special event which is held twice 
each year. Included in this number are 4 drivers, 6 worship leaders, and 
15 cooks and servers. 

This was a very special day for all, worshipping together, having two 
meals together (Communion and the luncheon), and enjoying each other’s 
company. We look forward to the next one planned for November.  >>>

GriefShare
We have wrapped up another cycle of GriefShare and had 12 people 

attend the program at various points this time. We continue to marvel at 
how God can help people in the very difficult and challenging journey 
of grief. The next cycle will start the second week of August on Tuesday 
the 8th at 2:00 p.m., and Thursday the 10th at 6:30 p.m. However, we 
are also going to meet once a month in the intervening three months, 
on May 9, June 13, and July 11, at 2:00 p.m. While we won’t be doing 
any lessons as such, it will be a great time for those who have been in 
GriefShare to come and touch base and support each other. Even if you 
haven’t attended GriefShare, but would like to be a part of the summer 
meetings, you are more than welcome to come. Contact me for more 
information.  >>>
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Bill Rusnak, Director of Family Ministry

As we ended the final session of the DVD 
Bible study titled: Laugh Your Way to a Better 
Marriage, an observation was made, followed 
by a comment, followed by a suggestion. 
That’s how it happens, you know; get several 
couples together over a few weeks and people 
open up, share some ideas and before you 
know it; you’re off to the races - as they say. 
Flash forward. 

As we approached the next item on the 
staff agenda: 2017 calendar items, I shared 
that observation, followed by that comment, 
followed by that suggestion and the staff was 
on it: “Wouldn’t it be good to take the occa-
sion to thank God for the gift of marriage?” 
“Maybe we could read two or three Bible 
texts.” “No need for a devotion or sermon 
really, just an opportunity for those who’d 
like to do it, right?” “Why not invite anyone 
marking any wedding anniversary?” “Did you 
know that there are only 3 hymns in the Lu-
theran Service Book specifically about mar-
riage?” “How about having some nice refresh-
ments as we look at wedding pictures?” “Who 
can we get to take a picture that won’t want 
to be in the picture?” “Speaking of pictures, 
I remember that baby blue ruffled shirt the 
groomsmen wore at my wedding!” “Sounds 
really good, let’s do it!” and before we knew 
it; we were off to the races. - Flash Forward.

As over 70 members and friends gathered 
after the late service we began the service: 
Marriage Anniversary Celebration followed 
by a nice reception. Sunday, February 12, 
2017 was when they gathered to honor mar-

riage as one of God’s good gifts. 
They celebrated wedding anni-
versaries, repeated portions of 
their marriage vows, and looked 
at pictures from 1949 to 2013. 
That was the day our church wit-
nessed publically what couples 
do privately—make a prom-
ise—and we were off to the next 
stretch of the race. - Flash Back.

As He looked at that first cou-
ple, God made an observation, 
followed by a comment, followed 
by, not a suggestion, but a prom-
ise; “The LORD God said, “It is not good for 
the man to be alone. I will make a helper suit-
able for him.” (Genesis 2:18). People often say 
that Genesis 3:15 is the first promise in the 
Bible; “… he will crush your head, and you 
will strike his heel.”  Soteriologically speak-
ing, Genesis 3:15 is the first time God speaks 
about Jesus defeating “The Serpent.” That’s 
where we first learned that the price for His 
gift of salvation would be great! But regarding 
man, our reading from Genesis 2 pronounced 
an incredibly powerful promise! Nowhere on 
earth was found a suitable helper for Adam, 
God would provide! 

19 Now the LORD God had formed out of 
the ground all the beasts of the field and all the 
birds of the air. He brought them to the man 
to see what he would name them; and whatev-
er the man called each living creature, that was 
its name. 20 So the man gave names to all the 
livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts 

of the field. But for Adam no suitable helper 
was found. 21 So the LORD God caused the 
man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he 
was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs 
and closed up the place with flesh. 22 Then 
the LORD God made a woman from the rib 
he had taken out of the man, and he brought 
her to the man. 23 The man said, “This is now 
bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she 
shall be called ‘woman, ‘ for she was taken out 
of man.” 24 For this reason a man will leave his 
father and mother and be united to his wife, 
and they will become one flesh.”

As each couple recalled with grateful 
praise the moment of their consent given 
years before - they repeated their promise. 
Then, together heard the following prayer: 
“O almighty God, most merciful Father, we 
bless and praise you for all the loving kind-
ness and tender mercies which You have 
bestowed upon these husbands and wives. 
You have provided for them by Your bounty, 
defended them by Y our power, and guided 
them by Your mercy. During all their days, be 
their strength and their Savior. Be with them 
all, and fulfill in them Your promise that “The 
house of the righteous shall stand and be 
blessed abundantly.” As they continue to draw 
closer to one another, so by Your grace, help 
them to draw closer to You, their God and 
Savior. In Your name we ask it, Amen.”

Couples gathered together, shared some 
pictures, refreshments and stories and before 
we knew it, it was over. Several observations 
were made, followed by some comments and 
a suggestion; “Let’s do this again - maybe ev-
ery year!” That’s how it happened.  >>> 

Chapel Celebrates Marriage
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Chapel’s Got Talent
Chapel’s version of the popular TV show, “America’s Got Talent,” 

was held on March 18. After a meal, twelve acts, showcasing a variety of 
local talent, entertained a panel of judges and the audience. The event 
raised additional funds for Chapel’s on-going maintenance program. 
Also, a portion of the proceeds went to the BackStoppers, an organiza-
tion which assists the families of St. Louis and St. Louis County Police 
and Firefighters who have lost their lives in the line of duty.  >>>
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Your Lifetime 
PLan for GivinG

Have you left a lasting legacy  
of your faith?

Have you blessed your family in the best way?

Have you remembered your favorite ministries?

As you can answer “yes” to each of these questions, I know you 
will experience the peace and joy of knowing God has blessed 
you to be a blessing.

To find out more, contact:

Kirk Mueller—LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor

11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO 63136

314.704.4389

Kirk.mueller@lcms.org

Kirk Mueller

www.lutheransforlife.org

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven ... 
(God) has made everything beautiful in its time.” (Ecclesiastes 3: 1,11)

Every season has its beauties. Spring reveals lush beds of emerald 
blossoms to cheer the heart. Summer sports its vibrant gold and sap-
phire canopies that invigorate the bones. Autumn soothes the mind 
with crimson and ginger rainbows. Even winter’s shrouds of stark silvers 
and poignant chocolates stir the soul. Of course, each season also has its 
burdens. January brings cold and darkness. October gets blustery and 
shriv eled. July grows hot and violent-and April proves wet and messy. 

Human beings undergo different seasons. Our lives experience 
changing times. Some become burdensome. Actually, all of life’s sea-
sons become burdensome: gestation and infancy, childhood and ado-
lescence, training and service, marriage and parenthood, retirement 
and aging. None comes or goes without denting and bending all of us, 
whether privilege or poverty, ability or ailment, influence or isolation. 
Youth or matu rity, confidence or confusion, comeliness or homeliness-
all operate as instruments of Satan and arenas for pain. The problem’s 
not the environment but the inhabitant. We take sin with us everywhere 
we go, and it touches everything anyone does. 

In spite of our failures, Jesus  
incarnates all human life’s seasons.  
In fact, because of our fallen state, He sanctifies every one of our states 
and stages: Embryo and baby, toddler and teenager, adult and dying. He 
was born and grew. He walked and wept. He slept and ate and sweat. He 
felt and hurt and bled. He took up our sorrows and carried our sickness-
es (Matthew 8:17). He involves God’s love and power in our sufferings 
(Hebrews 2:17-18). He incorporates God’s forgiveness and salvation 
into our shortcomings. He is crucified to release every human heart. He 
is resurrected to restore all human bodies. No circumstances that befall 
us lie beyond His grasp. No situations we bring about land us outside 
His grace (Romans 8:38-39). Some even turn out beautiful; indeed, in 
His time, at His command, and according to His good and gracious will, 
they all do, and we all will! 

“For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected 
if it is received with thanksgiving, for it is made holy by the word of God 
and prayer.” (1 Timothy 4:4-5).

Delightfully Seasoned   by Rev. Michael W. Salemink

Ascension Day Service
Thursday

May 25, 6:30 p.m.

The Due Date For The
July—August Issue of

CrossRoads is Sunday, June 4.
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On Sunday, May 7, Chapel of 
the Cross will once again publi-
cally witness the confirmation of 
our students. During the 11:00 
a.m. worship service, members and 
guests will observe and give thanks 
for our four girls and six boys who 
will affirmatively answer the several 
key questions historically asked in 
our Lutheran Liturgy. Once the 
Confirmands kneel to receive a spe-
cial blessing, the Pastor will offer a 
prayer of thanks for the “gracious 
gift of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and enabling them both with the heart to be-
lieve and with the mouth to confess His saving 
name.” Followed by this petition: “Grant that, 
bringing forth the fruits of faith, they may con-
tinue steadfast and victorious to the day when 
all who have fought the good fight of faith shall 
receive the crown of righteousness through Je-
sus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.”

Steadfast and victorious are two words that 
anticipate nothing less than a battle. Continu-
ing to be resolute, unwavering, committed, 
persistent, means that they both recognize that 
they have already overcome something and yet 
must continue to defend that faith in order to 
be victorious, triumphant, and conquering in 
current and future skirmishes. The battle that 
has been won is nothing less than a conquest 
over sin, death and the devil. Remembering 
Christ’s victory on the cross, imputed by faith 
through Baptism and strengthened through 
the Lord’s Supper, the battle is seen as one that 
is over and done within Christ, yet remains 
one that is ferociously waged until we are 
called to our eternal reward of faith, in heaven, 
when our earthly work has been completed.

Steadfast and victorious are thus held to-
gether with both; “the heart to believe and 
the mouth to confess His saving name.” The 
gracious gift in our Lord, Jesus Christ is evi-
denced in both “the heart to believe and the 
mouth to confess His saving name.” Veterans 
of these wars can recall and will attest to what 
these newly confirmed can but dimly antici-
pate. These two areas, “the heart to believe and 
the mouth to confess His saving name” will 
be under attack. The multi-faceted tactics will 
employ various trials and hardships that will 
demand a steadfast trust in what God proves 
to be true. Not unlike Joseph’s words to his 
own flesh and blood, “You meant evil against 
me, but God meant it for good,” Genesis 
50:20. ESV

Being steadfast and victorious in the faith 
also means right thinking and the right do-

ing which may be demonstrated in how we 
consider our hurts, trials, sins, guilt and even 
shame. These can be filed under the heading: 
Items which -”bring our faith out in the open 
and show its true colors.”  No newly confirmed 
Christian (let alone seasoned warrior) knows 
exactly which tactical tools will be employed 
against her or him. Each of us is uniquely and 
wonderfully made! This world’s empty prom-
ises for happiness, our own fleshly fears and 
pride, and Satan himself, will undermine, ques-
tion, argue and lie against that which we have 
been given - victory in Christ. Our gift of salva-
tion - for which strength is needed to persevere 
- is a gift that should remind each of us not to 
try to get out of anything prematurely. We will 
view pressure, which tests our trust in God; 
“do its work - so you become mature and well-
developed, not deficient in any way.”  

Listed here are Chapel’s 2017 Confirmands. 
As you read their names, perhaps you can see 
how each self-selected life verse - reflects our 
Christian faith and points to an area where God 
can bring victory and for which persistence, de-
termination and steadfastness is needed.

Keeley Rose Ambler 
Luke 23:43

And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today 
you will be with me in paradise.”

Jared George Cleveland
Romans 6:23

“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Darius Pharrell Johnson
Philippians 4:13 

“I can do all things through Him 
who gives me strength.”

Nathaniel Louis Laesch
Psalm 23:1

“The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not want.”

Courtnee Jean Nicole Martin 
 John 3:16-17

“For God so loved the world that He gave His 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him 

shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did 
not send His Son into the world to condemn the 

world, but to save the world through Him.”

Jordan Nicole Moore
Matthew 5:5

“Blessed are the meek, 
for they shall inherit the earth.”

Alexander Joshua Moore
Ephesians 4:31-32

“Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and 
clamor and slander be put away from you, along 
with all malice. Be kind to one another, tender-
hearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ 

forgave you.

Kayla Simone Rainey
Revelation 22:7

“And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one 
who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.”

Leo William Thomas 
1 Peter 5:7

“Cast all your anxiety on Him  
because He cares for you.”

Alexander Michael Uttley

Colossians 3:12-14
“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and 

dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear 
with each other and forgive one another if any of 
you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the 
Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on 
love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.”

We thank God for these newly confirmed, 
for the opportunities to be a part of their spiri-
tual development, for our delight to welcome 
them as our congregation’s newest members, 
and for the many days ahead - where we pray 
to witness their steadfast growth in faith, hope 
and love.   >>>

Stead and Victorious
Confirmation 2017

by Bill Rusnak, Director of Family Ministry

Pictured left to right
Back: Kayla Rainey, Courtnee 
Martin, Leo Thomas, Alex Moore, 
Alex Uttley
Front: Keeley Ambler,  
Nate Laesch,Darius Johnson, 
Jordan Moore, Jared Cleveland



May - June 2017  CrossRoads  7

Transfer In
Graham and Sue Currie from Bethel 
Lutheran Church, Howard City, MI

Transfer Out
Robert A. Husmann to St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church, Wood River, Il.

Deaths
Virginia Wrausmann (February 22, 2017)

Former number of Members: 988
           Gains: +2
          Losses: -2
  New Number of Members:   988

Chapel Hosts CUNE
Wind Ensemble 

The Wind Ensemble from Concordia 
University, Nebraska performed at Chapel 
on March 2. The ensemble is the university’s 
premiere concert band and is made up of 
over 40 college students, including Chapel 
member Sarah Brutlag. It is deeply rooted in 
the 100-year history of instrumental musical 
ensembles at Concordia. The Wind Ensemble, chosen from the 85-member University Symphonic Band, has gained a reputation for engaging and 
entertaining performances of outstanding sacred and traditional concert band literature. Chapel was the first stop on the Wind Ensemble’s 2017 
Spring Tour which included six other cities.  >>>

Mary-Martha Guild
Mary-Martha Guild will close the year with Pas-

tor Micah Glenn as our speaker on May 8th. He will 
bring us up to date on the progress of the center in 
Ferguson. We will meet in  room 9 at 6:30 p.m. On 
June 12th we will meet at “Our Just Desserts” in 
Alton, Ill. for our installation dinner. Watch for the 
deadline to make reservations.

If you are not a member of our group or never 
came to one of our meetings, please consider join-
ing us next year starting in September. We meet on 
the 2nd Monday of each month, September through 
June. Have a great summer!   >>>

Membership Matters
At Mighty Fortress, kids will learn that 

God is their refuge and strength. Friends 
may fail them. They may not ace their test 
or make the team, but God promises to be 
their rock and their salvation-their fortress 
and sure defense. So raise your banner! In 
Jesus, the victory is won!

Theme Verse: “Thanks be to God, who 
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 1 Corinthians 15:57

Early Childhood Ages 3-5
Early Childhood lessons feature the 

same Bible stories and take home points as 
the elementary program with activities and 
games just for them. Hubert the Hound 
even makes an appearance for added learn-
ing fun!

Elementary Grades K-5
At Mighty Fortress, kids will experi-

ence real Bible stories about real people to 
learn real life lessons from Scripture. From 
the opening to the Closing, every aspect of 
VBS is designed to help kids better under-
stand the Bible and grow in their faith.

Sign up to attend and volunteer to serve 
at the Common’s Welcome Center by June 
4, 2017. See Bill Rusnak for details!  >>>

Vacation Bible School 2017
June 12-16



Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran 
exists to show the love of Jesus to 
the people of North County and 
beyond so that they may have a 
living relationship with Christ.

Sunday Worship Services
8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m.

Sunday School, Youth, and Adult Classes
9:45 a.m.

Saturday Evening Worship Service
5:00 p.m.

Holy Communion
1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday of the month: 8:30 a.m.

2nd, 4th and 5th Sunday of the month: 11:00 a.m.
1st, 3rd and 5th Saturday of the month: 5:00 p.m.
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