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Have you seen Him? And by “Him,” I mean Jesus. Have
you seen Him? As you look at the Easter accounts in
Scripture, Jesus has a way of showing up and appearing to
His followers.
For instance, Jesus appeared to Peter. Remember? After
Pastor Laesch
Peter denied his Lord three times (after saying that he
would never do such a thing), Jesus appears to Peter on the shore of the Sea of
Galilee. Oh, what a wonderful appearance of the Savior! Peter was a man who
needed to see Jesus alive if he wasn’t going to spend the rest of his life haunted by
that denial of his Lord on Good Friday. Can you imagine Peter’s excitement and
joy and relief? But that was Peter. Have you seen Him?
Jesus appeared to Thomas in the Upper Room. Thomas had said, “Unless I see
the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where those nails were, I won’t believe it.” And so Jesus comes and appears to Thomas. “Stop doubting and believe,
Thomas!” And all Thomas could say was, “My Lord and my God!” But that was
Thomas. Have you seen Him?
Jesus appeared to a weeping Mary Magdalene at the tomb, and to the disciples
on the road to Emmaus, and to the ten disciples behind locked doors in the Upper
Room, and to the more than 500 people described in 1 Corinthians. He turned
sadness to joy, despair to hope, fear to faith. But that was Mary, and the Emmaus
disciples, and the ten disciples, and the 500. Have you seen Him?
Jesus made another appearance — to Paul on the Damascus Road. That appearance of the Christ changed Paul from one of Christianity’s greatest persecutors
to one of Christianity’s greatest missionaries. Paul describes it as he says, “He was
seen by me also.” But that was Paul. Have you seen Him?
Really, Jesus’ appearance to others is rather meaningless unless He has appeared
to you by faith. But He has! He has appeared to you. He appeared to you in your
baptism. He appears to you in the bread and wine of Holy Communion. He appears to you in the powerful words of Scripture. He has been seen by you! So you
can say, “I know Him. He’s my Savior. He’s my Lord. He lives in me and I am His
child.” And then the experiences of Peter, Thomas, Mary, the Emmaus disciples,
the ten, the 500 and Paul become yours. And every day becomes a day filled with
the joy of Easter. Every day is filled with “Alleluias” to the living Lord. Every day
you can say by faith and with conviction: Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!
Alleluia!! >>>

give me a call. >>>
Branson Trip
Our annual spring trip is scheduled for Tuesday – Wednesday,
May 21-22, and we will be going to Branson once again. The
venues where we will be on Tuesday are Dogwood Canyon,
dinner at the Grand Country Buffet, and the evening show at
Shepherd of the Hills. Tuesday night we will be staying at the
Branson Towers. Wednesday morning we will visit the Shrine
of the Holy Spirit where we will also have devotions. Lunch
will be at the Jackie B Goode’s Uptown Café and see the show
Absolutely Country and Definitely Gospel. After this we will
head back to St. Louis and stop in Rolla for dinner at the Sirloin
Stockade.
We would love to have you join us, and believe you will have
an enjoyable time. You can sign up at the Welcome Center or
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GriefShare
We have wrapped up another cycle of GriefShare and had 9
people attend the program at various points this time. We continue to marvel at how God can help people in the very difficult
and challenging journey of grief. The next cycle will start the
second week of August on Tuesday the 13th at 2:00 p.m., and
Thursday the 15th at 6:30 p.m. >>>

Opportunity to Serve in Tanzania:

After seven years of service, our missionaries to Tanzania,
Eric and Linda Funke, have prayerfully decided to move back to
the U.S. in 2020. We join them in praying that God will provide
new missionaries to live in their furnished house in Tanzania
and work at their school (in any
capacity i.e. teacher, nurse, chaplain, social worker, DCE, deaconess, IT person, etc.) You can
find and download a one page
description of this opportunity
at www.globallutheranoutreach.
com/blog/funke/newsletters.
Eric and Linda would love to
have potential new missionaries come out to visit them in Tanzania in the next few months.
Please help us spread the word about this opportunity!
If you are interested in this opportunity or know someone
who might be interested, please email Linda.Funke@GlobalLutheranOutreach.com. >>>

by Bill Rusnak, Director of Family Ministry

Making Assumptions
We do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord.
2 Corinthians 4:5
We all know that it is reliably hazardous to make assumptions.
I was reminded of this while reading about a church worker who
had an unexpected delay at the airport. He texted his wife about
the interruption and decided to settle in. He bought a water and
a bag of dry-roasted nuts, found a seat where he could read near
the gate and settled in.
Soon, deep into his book, lost in the story, he reached over
and grabbed a handful of nuts. To his great surprise, a stranger,
two seats down, reached into the same bag of nuts and grabbed
a handful! Stunned, by such rudeness, he was not sure what to
say or do, so he tried to ignore it. It was another minute when he
reached for his second handful of nuts and noticed the stranger
doing the same. Then the stranger sarcastically asked, “Would
you like the rest of the nuts?” He didn’t say a word, but stood up
and marched off in a huff toward some open seating. Resettled,
he exhaled and reached into his bag to check his boarding pass.
That was when he found his unopened package of dry-roasted
nuts. His emotions and actions had been based on a wrong
assumption. His resulting behavior was a wake-up
call—making assumptions can be dangerous.
Perhaps this is a fun story to read about, making
assumptions, but more dangerous than a case of
mistaken property identity are parents who assume all
is well with their children. Busy parents go about their
hectic routines without ever actually taking intentional steps to evaluate their parenting or assess what
their children really need. They assume everything is
in place, but when unintended consequences arise,
they can find themselves “going nuts”. Assumptions
that trust our good examples are sufficient, are sadly
dangerous. Assumptions that allow for unchecked
freedoms are woefully hazardous.
It wasn’t only that Paul did not preach himself. He
also did not preach a gospel of moral reform or a list
of rules you must follow to be right with God. He
preached Jesus, presenting Christ Jesus the Lord.
Paul’s goal in preaching and teaching was to bring people to
Jesus, not to make moral changes. “To make the end of preaching the inculcation of virtue, to render men honest, sober,
benevolent and faithful, is part and parcel of that wisdom of the
world that is foolishness with God. It is attempting to raise fruit
without trees. When a man is brought to recognize Jesus Christ

as Lord, and to love and worship him as such, then he becomes
like Christ.
Teaching our children about God does not guarantee our children know God. Preparing their path to success in faith and life
requires intentionality. Chapel is committed to healthy faith and
healthy parenting at every stage in life. We are offering a study
that will address several assumptions in a fun and meaningful
way. Following the popular Art of Marriage study in January and
February, 2019, we are announcing the Family Life Today’s program: The Art of Parenting will be offered on Sunday Mornings
beginning September 8, 2019.
Our 8 session group discussion series is designed to help integrate faith into everyday moments. Inspired by Psalm 127:4, this
small-group study is video based and covers:
1. The Goal of Parenting
2. Forming Character
3. Applying Discipline
4. Building Relationships
5. Understanding Identity
6. Nurturing Identity
7. Preparing for Mission
8. The Power of Family

I know this is a very early announcement, but it is intentional!
I do not want to assume anything. I need your help in getting
the word out. Please, tell your circle about this study and watch
for information about signing up in August. Please also, join us
in praying for parents of all ages to attend, grow and share! For
allergy reasons this will be a nut-less event. >>>
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Vacation Bible School!
June 10-14, 2019

At “Miraculous Mission” we’ll lift off on an intergalactic adventure to
see how Jesus saves the world!
• We meet daily, Monday-Friday, June 10th to the 14th, from
8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
• We serve families with children ages 3 through children going
into the 5th grade.
• We invite all Adults and Children in grades 6-12 to sign up as
Ministry Partners to help.
• We orient all Ministry Partners (volunteers) - Sun., May 19,
12:00 p.m. -2:30 (with lunch)
• We decorate the week before!
• We complete the final set -up Saturday June 9, from 9 a.m. until
12:00 noon.
• We dedicate our VBS Ministry Partners on Sunday, June 9 at
the 11:00 a.m. service.
• We expect an average of 20 preschoolers and 50 elementary
children.
• We are inviting Spanish Cove and other area residents.
• We group children in 1st - 5th grade into “Crews” of about 5,
of varying ages.
• We rely on trained high school students and adults as our
“Crew Leaders”.
• We encourage all Kindergarten through grade 5 to attend!
• We include all available staff to promote and participate.
• We need Ministry Partners to sign up at the Welcome Center.
Contact Bill Rusnak for more information and to volunteer to
serve as a Ministry Partner. >>>
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VBS Schedule
Day #1
Bible Story - God Made the Universe - Genesis 1-2:2
Take-Home Point - God made me.
Bible Memory Verse - I praise You, for I am fearfully and
wonderfully made. Psalm 139:14
Day #2
Bible Story - God Promises a Savior - Genesis 12:1-7
and 15:1-6
Take-Home Point - God keeps His Word.
Bible Memory Verse - And now, O Lord God, You are God,
and Your words are true. 2 Samuel 7:28
Day #3
Bible Story - Jesus the Savior is Born Matthew 2:1-12
Take-Home Point - Jesus came for me.
Bible Memory Verse - For unto you is born this day in the city
of David a savior, who is Christ the Lord. Luke 2:11
Day #4
Bible Story - Jesus the Savior Is Risen.
Matthew 27:27–28:10
Take-Home Point - Jesus saves me.
Bible Memory Verse - For God so loved the world, that He
gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have eternal life. John 3:16
Day #5
Bible Story - Jesus the Savior Reigns. Acts 1:1–11;
Luke 24:44–53
Take-Home Point - Jesus is coming for me.
Bible Memory Verse - Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and
today and forever. Hebrews 13:8

“For God so loved the world that
he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life.”

Steadfast and Victorious
Confirmation 2019

by Bill Rusnak, Director of Family Ministry
On Sunday, May 5, Chapel of the Cross will publically witness
the confirmation of one of our member students, Cassandra
Faye Dunn. During the 11:00 a.m. worship service, Cassie, along
with members and guests will observe and give thanks for the
bold answers given to several key questions historically asked
in our Lutheran Liturgy. Once Cassie kneels to receive a special
blessing, the Pastor will offer a prayer of thanks for the “gracious
gift of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, and enabling her both with the
heart to believe and with the mouth to confess His saving name.”
Followed by this petition: “Grant that, bringing forth the fruits of
faith, they may continue steadfast and victorious to the day when all
who have fought the good fight of faith shall receive the crown of righteousness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.”
Steadfast and victorious are two words we do not often hear,
especially out of church. These words anticipate nothing less
than a battle. Continuing to be resolute, unwavering, committed,

persistent, means that Cassie recognizes that, in Christ, she has
already overcome the hopelessness of facing and overcoming
sin on her own and yet must continue to defend and strengthen
her faith in order to be victorious, triumphant, and conquering
in future skirmishes. The battle that has been won is nothing
less than a conquest over sin, death and the devil. Remembering
Christ’s victory on the cross, imputed by faith through Baptism
and strengthened through the Lord’s Supper, the battle is seen as
one that is over and done with - in Christ, yet remains one that
is ferociously waged until we are called to our eternal reward of
faith, in heaven, when our earthly work has been completed.
Being steadfast and victorious in the faith also means right
thinking and the right doing which are evidenced in how we
consider our hurts, trials, sins, guilt and shame. These can be
filed under the heading: Items which - “bring our faith out in the
open and show its true colors.” No newly confirmed Christian (let
alone seasoned warrior) knows exactly which tactical tools will
be employed against her or him. Each of us is uniquely and wonderfully made! This world’s empty promises for happiness, our
own fleshly fears and pride, and Satan himself, will undermine,
question, argue and lie against that which we have been given victory in Christ.
Cassandra Faye Dunn - John 3:16
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”
We thank God for our newly confirmed, for the opportunities
for her spiritual development, for our delight to welcome her as
our congregation’s newest member, and for the many days ahead
- where we pray to witness her steadfast growth in her faith, hope
and love. >>>

Crocus Books and Gifts

by Roberta Loesch and Nancy Swoboda
Crocus Books & Gifts, located in the Fellowship Commons, is a unique
ministry of Chapel of the Cross. Because of our loyal supporters, we can
offer wonderful greeting cards with a Christian message along with a variety of gift and book items.
While proceeds from Crocus Books and Gifts are reinvested into new
merchandise, your generous support has also allowed us in 2018 to donate
$100.00 in gift cards to the Lutheran Family and Children Services of
Missouri, and $400.00 to Chapel of the Cross toward the new devotions
project.
These gifts can only happen because of your faithful patronage; so to
our customers and volunteers please accept our sincerest thanks for your
continued support of Crocus Books & Gifts. We look forward to continuing to serve you and those in need. >>>

Mary-Martha Guild
The Mary-Martha Guild would like to thank all
of you who supported Bethania Kids through our
Spring Bake Sale.
On Monday , May 13th, Chapel member Mark
Petersen will speak to us about therapy dogs and
will bring his dog Ticket who is registered with
TDI/Therapy Dogs International. Refreshments
and a business meeting will follow. Everyone is
welcome to attend.
On Monday, June l0th, we will meet at Irma Jeans
in Florissant for our annual Installation Dinner.
More details will follow in the Chapel Weekly.
Everyone is invited to attend. >>>
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Fine Arts
ACADEMY

6 CrossRoads May - June 2019

www.lutheransforlife.org

Chapel Life Team’s Mission Statement:
“Motivated by the Gospel and the great love God has demonstrated to us in Jesus Christ,
the Life Team of Chapel of the Cross Lutheran exists to equip our church to celebrate,
defend, and care for life at all stages.”

Forty Years of Ministry
and Education
by Lynette Auch, President of Lutherans For Life
History, the facts of past people, civilizations,
and events, can teach us many life lessons. God
emphasizes the importance of history in His
Word as He instructed the observation of the
Passover so the children of Israel would remember their deliverance from Egyptian slavery.
Jesus told us to celebrate the Lord’s Supper “in
remembrance” of Him.
Remembering the history of Lutherans For Life
has a place of importance too.
On March 22, 1979, three courageous, determined, God-fearing individuals—Rev. Dr. Calvin J. Eichhorst, Rev. Dr. Eugene Linse, Rev.

Dr. Leigh Jordahl—set their hands to the documents that birthed the life-affirming ministry of
Lutherans For Life. Because of these pioneers,
many lives have been touched and saved by the
witness and educational efforts of LFL.
As we acknowledge and remember the 40th anniversary of LFL, let us take a moment to thank
God for these people, and others like them, who
were and are obedient to God’s calling on their
lives to take a stand and become a voice For Life,
a voice for those who cannot defend themselves.
Let us take a moment to remember that every
life is “handmade” by God; therefore, every life,
regardless of size, level of development, environment, or degree of dependency from conception to natural death, is precious and is someone
for whom Jesus died.
Let us take a moment to call upon God, to hum-

Membership Matters

Your Lifetime
PLan for GivinG

TRANSFER OUT:
Jacob Paul Curley (baptized member) to Trinity Lutheran
Church, Atchison, KS
Kimberly Fox to Zion Lutheran Church, St. Charles, MO

ble ourselves, to pray and to seek His face, and to
turn from our wicked ways, for God promises,
“… then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive
their sin and will heal their land” (2 Chronicles
7:14 NIV).
Let us take a moment to thank God for His invitation to be His hands, feet, and voice as Gospelmotivated voices For Life. Let us take a moment
to seek His will and ask His guidance for the
future of Lutherans For Life in the challenges
ahead. Let us take a moment to thank God for
His undeserved, yet enduring, mercy and grace
toward us and the ministry of Lutherans For
Life. Let us take a moment to let God’s love
shine through these, our earthen vessels.
“In the same way, let your light shine before others,
that they may see your good deeds and glorify your
Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16 NIV) >>>

Kirk Mueller

Have you left a lasting legacy
of your faith?

Have you blessed your family in the best way?

Deaths:
Robert E. Barthel (April 5, 2019)
Edward “Stu” Snyder (March 29, 2019)
Former number of members: 938
		
Gains: +2
		
Losses: -4
New number of members: 936

Have you remembered your favorite ministries?
As you can answer “yes” to each of these questions, I know you
will experience the peace and joy of knowing God has blessed
you to be a blessing.
To find out more, contact:

Let Us Know!
Please call the church office (314-741-3737) if you:

• Have a new phone number or email

• Are sick, facing a surgery, or hospitalization
• Are unable to attend worship
• Are in need of prayer

Kirk Mueller—LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO 63136
314.704.4389
Kirk.mueller@lcms.org
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Chapel Of The Cross - Lutheran

CrossRoads

Sunday Worship Services
8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School, Youth, and Adult Classes
9:45 a.m.
Saturday Evening Worship Service
5:00 p.m.
Holy Communion
1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday of the month: 8:30 a.m.
2nd, 4th and 5th Sunday of the month: 11:00 a.m.
1st, 3rd and 5th Saturday of the month: 5:00 p.m.

Chapel of the Cross-Lutheran
11645 Benham Road
St. Louis, Missouri 63136
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran
exists to show the love of Jesus to
the people of North County and
beyond so that all may have a
living relationship with Christ.

