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It’s A Matter of the Heart
by Pastor Laesch
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The weekend of November 16 and 17 is a special weekend for Chapel of the Cross. That is the weekend that we
will celebrate “Commitment Weekend.” Commitment
Weekend is that special time when we, as God’s people
and as the stewards of His gifts, make commitments to
Him of time, talent, and treasure.
Our theme verse is Matthew 6:20-21 where Jesus said:
Pastor Laesch
“But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth
and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
Often times, people have a misconception about stewardship. They might say:
“It’s all about money.” Money, of course, is involved — so are time and resources
and talents. However, stewardship first and foremost is a matter of the heart. As
Jesus said: “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
God blesses us. He gives us His Word. He sends His Son. He forgives us. He
loves us. He dies for us. He gives us eternal life. And then He works in our hearts
to respond. We respond — our hearts respond — out of thankfulness to God by
offering Him ourselves,
our time, and our posNOVEMBER 16/17
sessions. Some see that
as simply a Christian
responsibility, but really
			 weekend
it’s more than that. It’s a
“But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
matter of the heart.
moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not
We invite you and your
break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your
family to participate in
heart will be also.”
this important stewardship program. Think
about where your heart is. Pray God’s blessings. Think about your commitments
to the Lord. And look forward to Commitment Weekend, November 16 and 17,
2019 when we will bring our commitments of time, talent, and treasure to the
Lord at His altar. >>>

COMMITMENT

Seniors’ Thanksgiving Service and Meal

cently or if it’s been years and you still struggle with the holidays
because of that, we encourage you to come to one of these special
sessions. You will be supported by those who understand and
will receive some tips to help you go through the holidays with
more joy and peace. You do not need to have attended any of the
previous GriefShare sessions to attend. Contact Dave Funke at
741-3737 if you will be coming as it would be helpful to know
ahead of time, or if you would like more information. >>>

Surviving The Holidays

We presently are offering four Bible studies from which you
can choose to attend:
“The Readings of the Day” is led by Rev. Mueller and Joel
Ziegler. This study looks Bible lessons which are read during the
worship services on the weekend.
“The Apocrypha” is a study on books written in the late B.C.
centuries and during the time of Christ which were not accepted
as a part of the Bible.
“Discovery Class” is led by Rev. Laesch in which they review
the Lutheran teachings as found in the Small Catechism.
“The Art of Parenting” is led by Bill Rusnak, and is a video
series encouraging parents and grandparents in their important
roles. >>>

As we have done for many years, we will once again be celebrating Thanksgiving with our homebound and senior members
with a special service and luncheon at Chapel. This is a wonderful opportunity for the seniors of our congregation, both those
who are homebound and those who are mobile, to get together
and enjoy the company of each other, worship together, and
have a delicious Thanksgiving meal after the service. The date for
this special event is Monday, November 25, at 11:00 a.m. >>>

The holiday season can be a tough time for those who are
grieving the death of a family member or friend, and which may
be anticipated with a sense of dread. Thoughts of social gatherings, family traditions and obligations leave you anxious and
overwhelmed. Your sadness can seem unbearable. You may wish
you could skip these next two months and go straight to the
routine of the next year-but you can’t. What can you do to lessen
your stress and loneliness? A special session of GriefShare titled,
“Surviving The Holidays” will be offered two times: Tuesday,
November 19, from 2:00 - 4:00p.m., and Thursday, November
21, from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Whether you have lost a loved one re-

Sunday Bible Studies

2019 Christmas and
New Year’s Schedule

Let Us Know!
Please call the church office (314-741-3737) if you:

• Have a new phone number or email

• Are sick, facing a surgery, or hospitalization
• Are unable to attend worship
• Are in need of prayer

Advent Services
December 4, 11, 18
6:30 p.m.
Christmas Choir Concert
December 8
11:00 a.m.
Children’s Christmas Program
December 15
11:00 a.m.
Christmas Eve Worship
December 24
5:00 & 10:30 p.m.
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Christmas Day Worship
December 25 10:00 a.m.
New Year’s Eve Worship
December 31
6:30 p.m.

www.lutheransforlife.org

Chapel Life Team’s Mission Statement:
“Motivated by the Gospel and the great love God has demonstrated to us in Jesus Christ,
the Life Team of Chapel of the Cross Lutheran exists to equip our church to celebrate,
defend, and care for life at all stages.”

“The eyes of all look to You, (O Lord,) and You give them their food in due season. You open Your Hand and satisfy the desire of every living
thing. Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His steadfast love endures forever.” Psalm 145:15-16; 118:1

BLESSED THANKSGIVING!
FROM THE CHAPEL LIFE TEAM

Redeemed…from the very beginning to the absolute end
Our Almighty Maker paints a bigger picture than one moment can behold. The God who gives you Jesus Christ plans further than
you can perceive.
Every life has an important place, from fertilization to final breath. The sorrows belong to Him as much as the celebrations.
He creates each human being in His image, at every age and every stage. He redeems the whole race by His incarnation, whatever
our appearance or abilities.
He calls us that all might endure forever as His own precious treasures in everlasting family, no matter our origins, experienes, or
durations.
His gracious reigning even incorporates surprise pregnancies and terminal diagnoses.
Our Savior’s coming in human nature proclaims and performs the sanctity of human life.
We have the privilege to courageously declare and
compassionately demonstrate the same:
Life Is Never a Sentence. Life Is Always a Whole Story!

MERRY CHRISTMAS! FROM LUTHERANS FOR LIFE

The due date for
January - February
issue of CrossRoads
is Sunday, December 1.
November - December 2019 CrossRoads 3

2019 FUN-FEST a Huge Success
We all prayed it would happen! Thanks be to God for the incredibly perfect day He provided on September 14. The weather
was beautiful! We must say “Thank You” to the 80+ volunteers
who helped make our event a memorable experience for all who
attended. We say “Thank You” to the Lutheran Foundation of St.
Louis for the generous grant which made our Fun-Fest possible.
Our 400 guests and 100 Chapel members enjoyed all the events
Chapel had to offer, which included a hayride to the Heroes of the
Bible, a petting zoo, bounce houses, carnival games, basketball,
putting and corn hole tournaments, live music and free food. Also
included were the displays of the “out-reach” programs available
at Chapel: Life Team, Grief Share, Friend of Moms, and Fine Arts
Academy.
We say “Thank You, God”, as we are already planning and looking
forward to next year being even better. Enjoy the photos ! >>>
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Chapel of the Cross-Lutheran

Annual Christmas Choir Concert























Sunday, December 8, 2019


11:00 a.m.
Join with Chapel’s choirs, handbells and
orchestra as we celebrate the wonder of the
Christ-child in a musical celebration during the
11:00 a.m. worship hour.
Esther’s Example Modelled Today

Esther was known for her beauty, strength, and trust in the
Lord. It’s often overlooked that Esther was adopted. “Mordecai
(Esther’s cousin) had taken her as his own daughter when her
father and mother died” (Est. 2:7).
The rise of this queen would not have been possible without
the loving act of adoption. Lutheran Family and Children’s
Services sees Esther as a model for what God can do through
selfless acts of love. If you or your family is considering adoption,
please call LFCS at 314-787-5100 or visit their website at
www.lfcsmo.org to learn about the process. >>>
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Mary-Martha Guild

Save the Date to be
photographed for the new
Chapel of the Cross Church
directory

Thank you to everyone who supported our 12th annual Mixin
Fixin fundraiser in October.
Proceeds were given to Helping Hands Food Pantry and Chapel’s
Life Team.
Our speaker for the November 11th meeting will be Chapel member and Vicar Ellory Glenn. He will speak to us about his faith and
his journey to become a vicar. Refreshments and a short business
meeting will follow.
On Saturday, December 7, and Sunday, December 8, we will
hold our annual Christmas Cookie sale. Our meeting on December 9th will be a Christmas Party. It will be catered by Catering to
You. We will take reservations and determine the cost later. We will
sing Christmas Carols and there will be a display of manger scenes
brought by our members. Those members will share with us the
special memories these Christmas pieces hold for them. Everyone is
invited to join us for an enjoyable evening of fun, food and Christmas
music. More information will follow in the Chapel Weekly. >>>

Have You Thought About Advertising Your
Business in CrossRoads?
Reasonable Rates
Call George Gray at

6 3 6 -3 9 1 -7 4 3 5

Photography dates
April 22-25, 2020

Your Lifetime
PLan for GivinG
Kirk Mueller

Have you left a lasting legacy
of your faith?

Have you blessed your family in the best way?

Membership Matters
TRANSFER IN:

Tim and Pam Taylor from Blessed Savior Lutheran
Church, Florissant, MO
DEATHS:

Allen Cook (August 30, 2019)
Former number of members: 931
		
Gains: +2
		
Losses: -1
New number of members: 932

Have you remembered your favorite ministries?
As you can answer “yes” to each of these questions, I know you
will experience the peace and joy of knowing God has blessed
you to be a blessing.
To find out more, contact:
Kirk Mueller—LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO 63136
314.704.4389
Kirk.mueller@lcms.org
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Sunday Worship Services
8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School, Youth, and Adult Classes
9:45 a.m.
Saturday Evening Worship Service
5:00 p.m.
Holy Communion
1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday of the month: 8:30 a.m.
2nd, 4th and 5th Sunday of the month: 11:00 a.m.
1st, 3rd and 5th Saturday of the month: 5:00 p.m.

Chapel of the Cross-Lutheran
11645 Benham Road
St. Louis, Missouri 63136
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran
exists to show the love of Jesus to
the people of North County and
beyond so that all may have a
living relationship with Christ.

