
God’s Great Compassions
Over the last number of months, all of us have faced new, 

unwanted realities because of the coronavirus. Many battle 
fear and anxiety and angst due to the pandemic. Others 
have fallen ill, been quarantined, been hospitalized, and 
some have succumbed to the sickness of COVID-19 and 
have died. Still others among our family and friends have 
been furloughed, laid off, suffered the closing of a busi-
ness, entered bankruptcy. And all of us have dealt with the 
frustration of social distancing and the inconvenience of 
wearing a mask at the store, at schools, even at church. 

These are new realities not of our own choosing. But they are new realities that we 
need to deal with and new realities that we need to face. What does God say to His 
people facing new, unwanted realities? He’s got some things to say! Listen to Him 
speak through the prophet Jeremiah:

“For God’s compassions never fail.  
They are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness.”  

(Lamentations 3:22-23)

Jeremiah reminds us that along with our new realities come God’s great compas-
sions. They are new every morning. They are never failing. God is faithful! And isn’t 
it wonderful how Jeremiah made “compassions” plural? There is not just one act 
of compassion from our God, but an abundance! Multiple! Repeated! One after 
the other they come! And there are enough for every unwanted, new reality that is 
thrown our way.

His compassions protect us from being consumed by anxiety and angst. His compas-
sions fortify us from the fear of sickness or death. His compassions give us a solid 
rock to stand on when the world seems to be nothing but shifting sand. Thank God 
His compassions are new every morning! Every day we are forgiven. Every day we 
are freed from the mistakes of days and weeks and months past. Every day we are 
renewed by God’s Spirit.

May you experience His compassions in abundance today!  >>>
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Well Done, Good and 
Faithful Servant!
by John Schmidt

On June 15, 2020, an era at Chapel of the Cross came to a close. On 
that day, Dave Funke, our longest tenured Called servant, officially re-
tired from service at Chapel. Dave served Chapel for more than a third 
of a century. He has been in leadership roles at Chapel of the Cross for 
60% of our congregation’s existence.

Dave was born and raised in Colorado which may help explain his 
deep connection with and love for outdoor activities. After graduating 
from Fort Collins High School in 1970, he attended Colorado State 
University, graduating in 1974 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Beef 
Production. That’s right, Beef Production. He spent 1975 in Jamaica, 
serving as a volunteer with the Lutheran Council in the United States of 
America, a cooperative organization of all major Lutheran Synods in the 
US. Upon returning from Jamaica, Dave decided to enter church work 
professionally and attended Concordia College in St Paul, Minnesota, 
where he met and married Karen. He graduated in February of 1981. 

Dave’s first call was in the city of Calgary, in Alberta, Canada. He 
served as the Director of Christian Education at Shepherd King Lu-
theran Church and later served the Lutheran Triune Congregation in 
the same city.

Over the decades, Dave held three different positions at Chapel. 
Dave was installed as the DCE at Chapel in November of 1986. Two 
years later, his position was changed to Minister of Christian Educa-
tion, when he took on the responsibility for the education programs 
of all ages at Chapel. He served in that role until 2009, when he shifted 
focus to expand our adult ministries by becoming the Director of Adult 
Ministry. Over the years, Dave received several Calls, but in each case, 
God had more for Dave to do here at Chapel.

There is virtually no part of Chapel’s spiritual or fellowship life in 
which Dave has not been involved. For many years, he organized and 
directed our Vacation Bible School and the annual Easter Egg hunt. He 
taught and organized Confirmation Class, developing an ‘independent 
study’ program that made the students more responsible for their 
education. For many years, he wrote the Childrens’ Christmas Service, 
feeding the souls of both children and their parents by developing 
thought-provoking messages in addition to spotlighting all the cute 
children. He planted the ‘Grief Share’ program at Chapel. For more 
than 7 years he has been helping us to ‘MAPP’ God’s word weekly. 
He had a starring role in one of the first productions of Chapel Play-
ers, “Bye, Bye Birdie” and also performed in several chancel dramas 
including “The Upper Room”. He was one of the actors who played ‘Joe 

King’, patriarch of a fictional Chapel Family that walked us through the 
church year during services. He shared his musical talents in church, 
most often his trumpet for high festivals, but also led worship on his 
guitar one Sunday when Chapel was without power. He made hospital 
and home visits. He led liturgy. He counseled and consoled count-
less Chapel members during time of illness, uncertainty, and loss. His 
Bible studies are innumerable. And as long as this list is, these are just 
the highlights of a career spent in service to his Lord and to us.

Interspersed with all those activities, Dave and Karen were ac-
tive members of the congregation and fine examples of how to raise 
Christian children. We were blessed to watch the development of Eric, 
Brian, and Andrea who each went from respectful and obedient chil-
dren to compassionate, competent, and independent adults.

The COVID-19 pandemic has caused a postponement in the formal 
send-off for Dave. Rest assured that Chapel is planning a celebration of 
Dave’s ministry at some future date.

I think that Dave’s favorite Bible verse is especially pertinent during 
this year of uncertainty. It is Joshua 1:9 “Be strong and courageous. Do 
not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be 
with you wherever you go”. Through the ups and downs of this earthly 
life, Dave has lived that philosophy and helped the members of Chapel 
find that strength and peace as well.

Thank you, Dave, for your incredible service to the Lord and to the 
members of Chapel of the Cross. God has truly blessed us as a congre-
gation and as individuals by choosing us as the primary beneficiaries of 
this incredible life of service. We are so pleased that you will continue 
to worship at Chapel and look forward to shaking your hand to thank 
you personally.     >>>

Karen and Dave Funke
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Jacob Paul Laesch
Son of: Pastor Theodore and Mary Laesch 

Baptized: 
February 12, 2006 – Chapel of the Cross-Lutheran, St. Louis, MO 

Sponsors:
Beth and Paul Schult - Aunt and Uncle

Confirmation Verse: Matthew 11:28
“Come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened, 

and I will give you rest.”

Caitlin Grace Manno
Daughter of: John and Carolyn Manno 

Baptized: 
October 30, 2005 – Hope Lutheran Church, St. Ann, MO 

Sponsors:
Lindsey Manno – Sister, Joseph Manno - Brother 

Confirmation Verse: Joshua 1:9
“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous.  

Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God  
will be with you wherever you go.”

We thank God for our newly confirmed, for the opportunities for spiri-
tual development, for our delight to welcome these two as our congre-
gation’s newest members, and for the many days ahead - where we pray 
to witness the steadfast growth in their faith, hope and love.  >>>

Steadfast And Victorious
Confirmation 2020
by Bill Rusnak, Director of Adult Ministry

On Sunday, June 28, Chapel of the Cross publically witnessed the 
faith testimony and rite of confirmation of Caitlin Grace Manno and 
Jacob Paul Laesch during the 11:00 a.m. worship service, Caitlin and 
Jacob, along with family members and guests observed and gave thanks 
for their bold answers given to several key questions historically asked 
in our Lutheran Liturgy. When Caitlin and Jacob knelt to receive 
their special blessing, Pastor Laesch offered a prayer of thanks for the 
“gracious gift of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, and enabling them both 
with the heart to believe and with the mouth to confess His saving 
name.” Followed by this petition: “Grant that, bringing forth the fruits 
of faith, they may continue steadfast and victorious to the day when 
all who have fought the good fight of faith shall receive the crown of 
righteousness, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.”

Steadfast and victorious are two words we do not often hear, espe-
cially outside of the church. These words anticipate nothing less than a 
battle. Continuing to be resolute, unwavering, committed, persistent, 
means that Caitlin and Jacob recognize that, in Christ, they have already 
overcome the hopelessness of facing and overcoming sins on their own 
and the need to continue to defend and strengthen their faith in order 
to be victorious, triumphant, and conquering in future skirmishes. The 
battle that has been won is nothing less than a conquest over sin, death 
and the devil. Remembering Christ’s victory on the cross, imputed by 
faith through Baptism and strengthened through the Lord’s Supper, the 
battle is seen as one that is over and done within Christ, yet remains 
one that is ferociously waged until we are called to our eternal reward of 
faith, in heaven, when our earthly work has been completed.

Being steadfast and victorious in the faith also means right thinking 
and the right doing which are evidenced in how we consider our hurts, 
trials, sins, guilt and shame. These can be filed under the heading: 
Items which -”bring our faith out in the open and show its true colors.”  
No newly confirmed Christian (let alone seasoned warrior) knows 
exactly which strategies and/or tactical tools will be employed by the 
world, the sinful flesh and the devil, against her or him. Each of us is 
uniquely and wonderfully made! While this world’s empty promises 
for peace, happiness, and success undermine, question, argue and lie 
against that which we have been given in Christ – nevertheless the vic-
tory has come in Christ! 
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Children
and

 by Mary Laesch, Coordinator for Children and Family Ministry

I am thrilled to have the opportunity to serve as 
the Volunteer Coordinator for Children and Family 
Ministry at Chapel of the Cross. I’ve had the chance 
to get to know many children and families at Chapel 
over the years, especially through Sunday School, 
VBS, and the Children’s Christmas Program, and I 
look forward to developing relationships with more 
Chapel families in the times ahead! While children 
and family ministry has many facets, one of my 
goals is to empower and equip families to share the 
love of Christ with one another and with the people 
around them.

Ministry to children and families continues at 
Chapel, despite the restrictions Covid-19 has placed 
on in-person Sunday School and VBS. A digital, 
interactive Sunday School lesson is sent out to Cha-
pel families weekly through email and Facebook, 
allowing families to learn the Bible lesson together 
as they watch Bible lesson videos, discuss ques-
tions, sing worship songs, and do activities together. 
More than 50 families from all over the US view 

the newsletter each week, with combined views of over 
2000 since March. You can find links to all the digital 
Sunday School lessons on Chapel’s website at: www.
chapelofthecross.org/enduring-faith-sunday-school.

Chapel hosted its first-ever digital VBS, where families 
followed an online schedule of VBS videos and activi-
ties while enjoying crafts and a treasure hunt using 
items from Family Kits supplied by Chapel.

Our dedicated group of children’s ministry volunteers 
and Sunday School teachers has continued to serve 
Chapel’s families through their involvement in making 
videos and praying for children and families.

While we are still considering what children and 
family ministry will look like this fall, we will certainly 
continue the digital Sunday School lessons. I will be 
reaching out to Chapel families and talking with our 
children’s ministry volunteers to discuss additional 
ideas and possibilities. If you have any questions, com-
ments, or would just like to chat, please email me at 
mary.laesch@chapelofthecross.org.

Peace and joy in Christ.  >>>

Children and Family Ministry

“...one of my 
goals is to  

empower and 
equip families to 

share the love 
of Christ with 

one another and 
with the people 
around them.”

Youth Update
I am honored and pleased to have the opportunity to serve as the new 

Pastoral Assistant for Youth at Chapel of the Cross. My family and I feel 
very at home at Chapel, cherishing the relationships we have built to-
gether over these years. We look forward to those continuing to grow!

It is certainly an interesting time to do youth ministry! We have many 
unknowns as we look towards the Fall. We are concentrating much of 
our connection through social media at this point, having just created a 
youth Instagram page that will be used for bible verses, prayer requests, 
and general communication. If you are a COTC youth, check this out! 
We also hope to develop a monthly schedule of fellowship, study, and 
service events, knowing that the restrictions of the ongoing global pan-
demic might inspire our ingenuity in this regard! I have been in com-
munication with some high school youth about ideas for activities — 
I’d love to chat with any high school youth who wants to be involved.

Confirmation and Jr. High ministry faces similar questions and chal-
lenges due to the pandemic, but again we are cultivating ingenuity and 
new opportunities. We especially want to connect with any new confir-

mation students or families. For more information, please contact me 
at james.marriott@chapelofthecross.org to let me know, or contact the 
church office.

Grace and peace be yours in abundance!  >>>

youth
M I N I S  R Y
CHAPEL OF THE CROSS by Jim Marriott
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by Bill Rusnak

At Rainforest Explorers Virtual VBS, children learned 
that Jesus leads the way! They looked into the Bible, 
God’s Holy Word, and explored five Bible accounts 
where God points us to our Savior, His Son, Jesus. Jesus 
treasures us, and He is our treasure! He leads the way to 
eternal life with Him!

Due to the COVID-19 virus and gathering restric-
tions, we created an exciting Virtual VBS that over 40 
homes accessed online the week of June 22-26. All who 
registered, received a link to our online, Virtual VBS 
on Chapel’s website. We offered a daily Bible story and 
puppet skit video, songs, and activities to keep kids busy 
all week. We also made available for pick-up or home de-
livery a physical Family Kit to use at home that provided 
crafts and a surprise treasure to open each day through a 
hunt following clues.

Each day, families followed the daily Digital Guide for 
an adventure with Jesus leading the way!

We suggested Snacks-at-home ideas through a supply 
list and received donations of over $200 for our Mission 
Project: Papua New Guinea where CPH Arch books 
will be sent to families. These pictures were posted, 
along with videos from families at www.facebook.com/
groups/chapelvbs/   >>> 

Rainforest Explorers Virtual Vacation Bible School



opinions or suggesting solutions. Open-ended questions, ones that 
encourage more than “yes” or “no” for an answer, work especially well. 
We express our care and empathy, validating their emotions as real and 
justified. And we inform them that because we care about them, when 
we feel they may be endangering themselves, we won’t keep it secret but 
will seek assistance to save them.

The “P” stands for “present without judgment.”
We cease all competing activities to listen and attend to that person’s 

feelings and needs. We reschedule other tasks and remove immediate 
objects that could prove harmful. We interpret their facial expressions, 
postures, and gestures as well as verbal communication. We can pray 
with and for them, and always avoid surprise, disgust, or arguing. We 
offer forgiveness wherever the person acknowledges sinfulness and 
repentance, even if they don’t explictly ask. We can share the comfort 
and encouragement of our own faith, including uplifting passages of 
Scripture. We speak of the hope Jesus Christ has provided for us when 
we have endured our own tribulations. And we assure them they are 
not alone; they are not under God’s anger; and they are not outside His 
mercy, compassion, and care.

The “E” of HOPE stands for “engage professionals.”
We contact first responders if we believe suicide may occur soon. We 

connect the person to a pastor or deaconess to apply the medicine of 
preaching, absolution, and the sacraments. We help them consult with 
a counselor, social worker, or doctor for talk therapy or antidepressant 
prescriptions. And we escort and accompany the person to as many 
such appointments as they will let us. We don’t bear their burdens by 
ourselves, but we don’t leave them alone either. Start with the National 
Suicide Prevention Lifeline, 800.273.8255, or Lutherans For Life’s 
Word of Hope crisis care line, 888.21.STORY. We make sure to follow 
up, giving them our contact information and scheduling a time to re-
connect. Have awareness, be open to asking, present without judgment, 
and engage professionals—that’s Gospel-motivated HOPE we can 
share with someone considering suicide.  >>> 
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Chapel Life Team’s Mission Statement:
“Motivated by the Gospel and the great love God has demonstrated to us in Jesus Christ,  

the Life Team of Chapel of the Cross Lutheran exists to equip our church to celebrate,  
defend, and care for life at all stages.”

www.lutheransforlife.org

“The eyes of all look to You, (O Lord,) and You give them their food in due season. You open Your Hand and satisfy the desire of every living 
thing. Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His steadfast love endures forever.” Psalm 145:15-16; 118:1

by Jill McEuen

Suicide and HOPE from LifeDate Summer 2020
by Pastor Michael Salemink

“And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so 
that when she bore her child he might devour it.” (Revelation 12:4)

A beast is eating our children. The suicide rate among youth nearly 
doubled in the last two decades. Suicide has become the second-leading 
cause of death for adolescents and twenty-somethings. Only accidents 
claim more teenage and young adult lives.

Suicide is a life issue as much as abortion or euthanasia. And Christ 
Jesus has given us an effective antidote against the monster’s venom: 
HOPE. His Gospel brings HOPE that changes hearts and saves lives. 
Lutherans For Life’s Word of Hope Director, Deaconess Chrissie Gillet, 
PsyD, outlines for us the strategy of HOPE.

“H” stands for “having awareness.”
Somebody with a history of depression or mental illness or a sense of 

hopelessness may be in need of our attention. Chronic pain, substance 
abuse, as well as any previous suicide attempts ought to keep us watch-
ful. Living through a loved one’s suicide or suffering a high-conflict 
relationship can lead a person to feel suicidal.

We also want to remain mindful of anyone’s lack of social support or 
sense of isolation, as these contribute to suicide. Especially we’ll look for 
significant changes in mood or interactions or behavior. Insisting that “I 
can handle it on my own” or withdrawing from others provides warning 
signs. Sleeping less or longer, eating much more or much less, significant 
weight change, lack of energy or activity, and general sadness or apathy 
also raise flags.

When we hear, “I wish I hadn’t been born,” or “I’d be better off dead,” 
we need to get involved. Has this someone you know begun seeking 
lethal means, like guns or knives or pills? Is there talk of a particular plan 
or method for how they would carry out suicide? Are they becoming pre-
occupied with speaking, reading, or writing about dying and violence?

Have they expressed feeling worthless or really burdened? Is this per-
son saying ominous goodbyes or giving away posses-
sions? Do you see an increase in alcohol or drug use, or 
risky behavior like driving recklessly? Even a sudden 
calm after extended depression could tell us someone 
we care about may have decided to commit suicide.

“O” in HOPE stands for “open to asking.”
We embrace this person in a relationship of rapport 

and trust. Just because they know us doesn’t mean they 
feel safe talking. We inquire gently and patiently about 
their well-being, even asking directly whether they’re 
thinking of taking their life. We listen actively. We invite 
them to share thoughts and feelings without offering 

• FLORISSANT •
619 St. Francois St.

Florissant, MO 63031
Phone: (314) 839-2020

• WEST •
2211 Clarkson Road

Chesterfield, MO 63017
Phone: (636) 532-2400



October - November 2020  CrossRoads  7

Your Lifetime 
PLan for GivinG

Have you left a lasting legacy  
of your faith?

Have you blessed your family in the best way?

Have you remembered your favorite ministries?

As you can answer “yes” to each of these questions, I know you 
will experience the peace and joy of knowing God has blessed 
you to be a blessing.

To find out more, contact:

Kirk Mueller—LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor

11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO 63136

314.704.4389

Kirk.mueller@lcms.org

Kirk Mueller

     

CONFIRMATIONS ( June 28, 2020)
Jacob Paul Laesch
Caitlin Grace Manno

REAFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Keith and Sandy Otto

REMOVE BY REQUEST
Kenneth and Sandra Coleman and children Kimberly  
and Kenneth 

TRANSFER OUT
Edna Cook to Zion Lutheran Church, Staunton, IL

DEATHS
Raymond L. Bruder ( January 2, 2020
William R. Dittman (Febraury 16, 2020)
Francess V. Bermel (April 22, 2020)
Robert E. Zurheide (April 26, 2020)
David Rubano (May 16, 2020)
Phyllis M. Zeuschel ( June 2, 2020)
Geraldine R. Sitler (August 23, 2020)
LaVerne O. Zurheide (September 1, 2020)

Former number of members: 918
         Gains:  +4
       Losses:  -13
New number of members:       909

Membership Matters

The due date  
for the December  

issue of CrossRoads  
is Sunday, November 1.

 

Helping Hands Food Pantry
by Diane Timm

In February of 2020, the Helping Hands Food Pantry was invited 
by the St. Louis Area Food Bank to participate in a Grant Writing 
Workshop sponsored by the University of Missouri - Columbia and 
the Missouri Foundation for Health.

There were four of us from our food pantry that signed up to partici-
pate. This class was supposed to meet once a month for 5 months but 
due to COVID-19 was condensed into 2 1/2 months meeting every 
other week and a lot of homework. There was a $200 incentive for 
each of the 40 food pantries to attend and participate in all five classes 
plus a chance to receive one of 15 $1,000 grants to be awarded at the 
end of the class.

We would Zoom each c1ass; then our group would Zoom during the 
week to complete our homework. The information we used for our 
homework could then be used for the final grant proposal. We learned 
how to write a mission statement and look for county and state data 
that supports the hunger need in our area. We also looked at who our 
agency partners with. Some of the main agencies we came up with are: 
Chapel of the Cross, who sponsors us, and most of our volunteers are 
members; St. Peter’s Lutheran Church where we are located; Com-
munity Action Agency St. Louis (CAASTL) provides fresh produce 
grown at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church; St. Vincent DePaul Society-
Cottleville delivers canned and dry goods once a month and quarterly 
gives us money for meat; Operation Food Search and St. Louis Area 
Food Bank provide canned food, dry goods, produce, meat and non-
food items plus support and training classes.

We found out that we had received the $1,000 grant plus the $200 for 
participating. So now how are we going to use the money? We will be 
purchasing a new energy-efficient chest freezer and a whole cow that 
will be processed into 1 pound packages of ground beef. These two 
items total more than the grant but we have some money from the St. 
Vincent DePaul Society that we will use.

We found out later that since all the pantries involved in the grant 
writing workshop scored so well, it was decided that each pantry would 
receive a grant.

We learned that through team work, time and hard work that we 
can write a grant and will be looking into other grants to replace and 
update equipment at the food pantry. >>>

The Helping Hands Food Pantry is here to show Christ’s love to
those in our community who are in need of nutritious food, 

clothing and health services.



Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran 
exists to show the love of Jesus to 
the people of North County and 
beyond so that all may have a 
living relationship with Christ.

Sunday Worship Services
8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m.

Sunday School, Youth, and Adult Classes
9:45 a.m.

Saturday Evening Worship Service
5:00 p.m.

Holy Communion
1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday of the month: 8:30 a.m.

2nd, 4th and 5th Sunday of the month: 11:00 a.m.
1st, 3rd and 5th Saturday of the month: 5:00 p.m.
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