CrossRoads

Chapel Of The Cross - Lutheran
September - October 2017 Volume 9, No. 4

Jesus Has Won the Victory
by Pastor Laesch

Jesus said, “In the world you will have tribulation…” (John
16:33)
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You don’t have to look far to see it, feel it, experience it:
tribulation. Broken relationships, sicknesses, tragedy, financial
difficulties, disease, death — there is no shortage of tribulation
in this world. And it comes to all of us. Jesus did not say that
you might have tribulation. He didn’t say that you will probably
Pastor Laesch
have tribulation. He said, you will have tribulation.
But lest we run and hide, cry and complain, lose hope and give in to despair from the
impending tribulation that we will undoubtedly undergo, hear what else Jesus has to say:
“…But take heart! I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33)
No matter the trouble, no matter the hurt, no matter the pain, no matter the tribulation,
we have the blessed assurance that Jesus has won the victory — He has overcome the
devil. He has overcome sin. He has overcome death. He has overcome the world. And in
those times of tribulation — as we go through crises and disasters and tragedies — He
gives comfort and peace. And often, He gives that comfort and peace through brothers
and sisters in Christ. He gives that comfort and peace through you. Take heart! He says. I
have overcome the world.
Last fall, Chapel of
the Cross, through a
generous grant from the
English District and the
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, received
a disaster trailer outfitted
with tools and equipment
necessary to help those in
our community who are
going through tribulation
brought on by a natural
disaster. A Lutheran Early
Response Team (LERT)
was also trained and continues to train to be ready
to share that comfort and peace of Christ with their ministry of presence and cleaning
and clearing and fixing and caring and loving. The LERT team is one way God says to
His people: “ Take heart! I love you. I care for you. You are my special children. And
remember, I have overcome the world.”
If you would like to know more about Chapel’s LERT group and serving God and His
people in this way, contact Chapel’s LERT Team Captain: Ken Kreitner (314-741-3559). >>>

Chapel Travelers Trip

On Monday through Wednesday, May 1-3, a bus load of people
headed to visit the Creation Museum and Ark Encounter in northern
Kentucky. We departed Chapel at 6:00 a.m. and arrived at the Creation
Museum near Petersburg, Kentucky, at 1 :30. There is so much to see
and take in, but we weren’t rushed as we knew we would be back on
Wednesday.
After dinner at the Golden Corral, we headed to the hotel. After
arriving we discovered there was a rooming mix-up. But after the
graciousness of a number of people willing to double up, everyone had
a place to put their head. It all worked out.
On Tuesday, after a buffet breakfast at the hotel, we drove about 30
minutes to the Ark Encounter to spend the day. It is a massive structure
with the dimensions based on the dimensions given in the Bible. You
walk approximately two miles trying to see everything in the ark. In addition to that, you can visit the zoo as well as see other things, or even
do the zip lines.
Dinner was at the Golden Corral once again. After the two evening
meals, we had a devotion, as well as games for the individual groups
to play to help us get to know each other. Then it was back to the hotel
where people could get together to socialize and play games if they
wished to do so.
After checking out of the hotel on Wednesday, we headed back to
the Creation Museum. Even though we were there on Monday, there
was still plenty for people to see and do without feeling rushed. On
our way back we stopped for dinner at Cracker Barrel in Terre Haute,
Indiana. We arrived back at Chapel at 9:00 pm.
So just what is the Creation Museum and Ark Encounter? It is not
your typical museum that simply has many exhibits of artifacts from
the past. While these venues have some of that, they are used to bring
the Bible to life and help us understand God’s hand in history from
creation to the end of the world. They teach that the age of the universe
is approximately 6,000 years old, not the billions of years that evolution teaches. They present a walk through the history of the world as
explained in the Bible, with the understanding that the Bible is God’s inspired and true word, and that we can trust the Creation and the Flood
accounts happened just as God told us in Genesis. After all, he was the
eye witness to these events. Therefore, we can trust it and not doubt
what it says, for God cannot lie. The challenge to us is, are we willing to
trust in a perfect God and the truth of his word, or do we put our trust
in sinful man’s opinions which often change and contradict themselves?
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We packed a lot into this trip and returned tired and refreshed. It was
a blessing to all of us, and an opportunity to deepen our understanding
of the God of Genesis and to fellowship with each other and meet new
people. In the meantime, if you ever get a chance to go to the Creation
Museum and Ark Enounter, don’t pass it up. But go with an open and
teachable heart, mind, and faith, and it will affect your life of faith as it
did for many of us. You can learn more about these places by going to
www.answersingenesis,org.
Next year’s trip? We are planning on going back to Branson to see
the new production at the Sight and Sound Theater where they will be
showing Samson. >>>

GriefShare

Jeremiah 31 :13, “I will tum their mourning into joy; I will comfort
them and give them gladness for sorrow.”
This passage is the theme verse for GriefShare, which has been an
important ministry at Chapel of the Cross for seven years. During this
time, we have seen what a blessing it has been to the participants, and
what a positive impact it can have on those on their journey of grief. It’s
amazing, and wonderful to see, how God’s living Word can touch and
begin to heal people in their darkest hours.
GriefShare is much more than just a support group. It is a 15 week
course that uses a DVD and workbook to guide and teach people about
grief, and how God works in their lives at this difficult time. It provides
people the opportunity to grow, to deal with grief positively, offers
hope and comfort, and provides a safe place for people to talk and support each other so they know they are not alone in their journey.
We are currently in the next cycle of GriefShare and meet at two different times: Tuesdays from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m., and Thursdays from 6:30
- 8:30 p.m. at Chapel. We invite you to come if you are going through
the journey or grief, no matter how long it has been. If you have other
family members or friends who are dealing with grief, encourage them
to come. Please contact me at 314-741-3737 if you would like to participate, or if you want to know more about GriefShare. >>>
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Sunday Morning Transportation

One of the important ministries on Sunday mornings is providing
transportation for some of our homebound members and friends. We
are in need of more people to drive our bus on Sunday mornings and
would like to have a minimum of four drivers so each person is schedsee page 7

Have You Thought About
Advertising Your Business
in CrossRoads?

Reasonable Rates
Call George Gray at
636-391-7435

Bill Rusnak, Director of Family Ministry

Where Do We Get Our Strength?
Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and
send some to those who have nothing prepared. This day is holy to
our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”
Nehemiah 8:10
It dawns on us sometimes that there are many types of joy. When
a girl is the first in her family to graduate from a four year college she
realizes a particular type of joy. When a father finally finds a good job
after a lengthy time of unemployment, he knows a unique kind of joy.
When families who’ve been separated by many miles gather together at
a reunion, they experience a special kind of joy. When a church finally
pays off the mortgage, the members celebrate with a distinctive kind of
joy. Yet no matter what kind of joy it is, joy’s expression is undeniable.
Where there is joy there is smiling, laughing, giving, sharing, hugging
and sometimes tears.
Nehemiah was hopeful to guide the people to many expressions of
joy by telling them that the joy of the Lord is their strength. Though
suffering under Persian rule, separated from the comforts of their
homes, in captivity and under attack from those who opposed their
rebuilding of the wall, knowing that their task of rebuilding Jerusalem’s
bulwark was bringing joy to the Lord could bring them strength.
Nehemiah reminded the people that this day is holy to the Lord - for
their building was bringing pleasure to Him! Knowing that their labors
were not in vain, they could “go and enjoy choice food and sweet
drinks, and send some to those who have nothing prepared.” (Review
the story: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MkETkRv9tG8)
Though certain earthly joys eluded them at every turn and weeping
dominated their lives, it was not the final message God had for them.
To show this, Nehemiah speaks to the people a powerful statement of
the effect of the Word of God! For when the people understood it, they found strength and celebrated! This was a tremendous message
for all those grieving people who saw the evil in their lives and the
lives of those around them. They mourned over all that evil brought.
Nehemiah’s word brought joy by way of forgiveness. God can forgive!
He does, He restores and delights in them and what they do.
That is what Jesus meant when He said, blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted (Matthew 5:4). I don’t think this type of joy
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could come unless they had mourned. When we see the sufferings and
despair that sin can bring and grieve over it, then we are positioned for the
unique joy and comfort repentance and forgiveness brings.
Nehemiah urged the people to send portions of food to those who
had nothing prepared. This is always the result in those who find their
lives healed by the Word of God. They start thinking of others who are
hurting and want to share what they have been given.
What is the joy of the LORD? Certainly, part of it is His delight
when people humbly confess their sins and turn to Jesus as His solution
to the problems of sin. The fact that God has engineered the remedy to
the problems of sin brings real joy and real strength. God executed the
way for people to have living relationships - with Him and each other by removing the sin wall.
Our strength, as the Psalmist wrote, is God’s gift to heal our life. “He
sent forth his word and healed them.” (Psalm 107:20). The ministry of
the Word of God heals us and strengthens us with a desire to share that
same healing with others.
Consider today as holy to our Lord and enjoy and share His choice
food and sweet drinks - it brings delight to our Lord and strengthens
us. >>>

E-Mail Blasts: For several years, Chapel has had a system in place to send out
blanket e-mails to people who would like to be informed of events such as special
services, funerals etc. If you are not on the list and would like to be on it, send
Chapel your name and e-mail address. Or you may bring it in and give it to the
office staff. If you have changed addresses and haven’t been receiving e-mails, let
us know what the change is so you can begin receiving these once again. >>>

September - October 2017 CrossRoads 3

www.lutheransforlife.org

Chapel Life Team’s Mission Statement:
“Motivated by the Gospel and the great love God has demonstrated to us in Jesus Christ,
the Life Team of Chapel of the Cross Lutheran exists to equip our church to
celebrate, defend, and care for life at all stages.”

Chapel Life Team’s Year in Review
Looking Back
In June 2016 the Chapel Life Team was commissioned. Since then
they have gone through a mission discovery process to map out goals for
life-affirming activities. Their first project in December 2016 was to work
with Mary Martha Guild and Friend of Moms for the December Ingathering for the clients (young mothers) who use the services of Friend of
Moms. The Chapel members were very supportive of this project.
In January 2017 Chapel celebrated Sanctity of Human Life Sunday
with a worship service and a Bible study based on Ephesians 6:13. The
Life Team also set up a Life Team table with brochures about various
life issues and LifeDate magazines. In March Seminarian David Shudy
presented an informative study on eugenics to the Life Team. In April
the Life Team attended Churches for Life’s annual Life Summit. Professor Jeffrey Gibbs from Concordia Seminary was the keynote speaker.
He spoke on “The Church, the Gospel, and Life.” As a church we are
different and are called to be different. God has given us weapons and
resources that to the world are weak. God has given us words: grace
and truth, Law and Gospel. God has given us love that can open us up
to hurt. The Gospel has no limits. There is no dark place that the Gospel cannot reach. Death is not part of life because it is the opposite of
life. Life is a gift. It comes from God. Life is good. Life matters. Eternal
life begins now.
The Life Team also attended various workshops at the Life Summit
with topics that included Equipping Your Church for Assisted Suffering Instead of Assisted Suicide, Giving Relief to Caregivers, God’s
Design for Marriage, Helping Your Church Connect the Gospel to Life
Issues. Team members shared information learned from the workshops
at their April meeting. These notes and resources will be used for
future planning.
In April, Dee Langefeld, Life Team Leader, also attended the annual
Missouri Lutherans for Life meeting and heard Dr. Michael Paul, a
life-affirming obstetrician with Missouri Baptist Hospital, speak about
the care and delivery of three sets of triplets. He introduced us to
AAPLOG, American Association of Prolife Obstetricians and Gynecologists (website: aaplog.org), which reaffirms the unique dignity of
each human being and the right of conscience. He commented on how
the public health crisis in America’s abortion clinics endangers women.
He cautioned us that these clinics fail to provide a safe and sanitary
environment for women.
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Looking Ahead
The Life Team did not meet
during June and July and will again
return to their regular meeting time
on the first Thursday of the month beginning in August. Many people
accuse Christians who are against abortion of not caring to provide
services to women who are in crisis situations and are pregnant. Both
Lutheran Family and Children Services and St. Louis ThriVe work in
the St. Louis Community to provide services for women’s health and
for families. Chapel’s Life Team has invited ThriVe to visit Chapel of
the Cross on Sunday, September 24, to help Chapel members learn
what ThriVe offers women (and men) in our community. ThriVe will
bring one of their Mobile Services vans for anyone to walk through
and to ask questions. A speaker will provide information about
ThriVe’s programs during the Bible Class hour, from 9:45 am - 10:45
am. ThriVe will also have an informational table set up in the Commons area for Chapel members to stop by and ask questions. The Life
Team will also be asking for financial support from Chapel to help
ThriVe continue to reach out into our community. More information
will be provided in The Chapel Weekly in September.

Who Is ThriVe?
ThriVe (“empowering life and healthy choice”) works with teenagers
in their “Best Choice Sexual Integrity Program” to help them to learn
to respect their own bodies, to provide education, to present the dangers of abortion, and to prevent pregnancies before marriage. ThriVe
has recently received negative publicity concerning their curriculum
that is used in public schools. ThriVe provides health care to women
at universities using their Mobile Services vans. They administer and
run a “Parent University” for young mothers ( and fathers) so that
they can learn parenting skills to better care for their infants and toddlers. ThriVe also operates Pregnancy Resource Centers in St. Louis.
September 24 will be a good opportunity for Chapel members to learn
about ThriVe’s programs.

Other Life-Affirming Activities in Life Team’s Future
Yes, in a year and a half the Chapel Life Team has focused on “Crisis
Pregnancy” and helping young mothers and fathers with their infants.
A Life Team is multi-faceted, however, and is concerned about life at
all stages. In January 2018, the Life Team, led by God, will begin planning a new activity to help the congregation in the celebration, care
and defense of another stage of life. >>>

2017-2018 Choir season

by Ryan Meyer, Director of Music

This September marks the start of our 2017-2018 choir season here at Chapel. Whether you sing, ring bells or play an instrument, we invite
Chapel members of all ages to participate in our music ministry. God’s Word tells us to “make a joyful noise to the Lord” and “sing to the Lord
a new song!” If you are interested in playing an instrument for a worship service or participating in one or more of our choirs, please contact
Ryan Meyer, Director of Music Ministries (314-741-3737). Rehearsals begin the first week of September - hope to see you there!
Tuesday (1st & 3rd)

Joyful Noise 		

6:30 pm 		

rehearses in church sanctuary

Tuesday 		

Women’s Chorus 		

6:30 pm 		

sings 3 times - fall, winter & spring

Tuesday 		

Choral Singers 		

7:30 pm 		

rehearses in choir room (lower level)

Wednesday 		

Children’s Choir 		

6:00 pm 		

rehearses in church sanctuary

Wednesday 		

Children’s Handbells

6:30 pm 		

rehearses in church sanctuary

Wednesday		

Adult Handbells 		

7:30 pm 		

rehearses in church sanctuary

NEW! 		

Youth Choir 		

TBD 		

rehearses in choir room (lower level) >>>

Adopt a College Student
What is the purpose?

This fall Chapel is starting a program where we will pair college
students with Chapel families. This is a great opportunity for families to
love and disciple students away from home to give them an even better
sense of belonging to their church through simple interactions. Adopting families generate contacts - including but not limited to - sending
birthday cards, gift cards, text messages, written and spoken prayers.
This ministry can not only impact our students but you and your family
as well in seeing God working through you to help encourage Godly
difference in their lives.
How much do I have to do? How much will this cost me?
Connecting is the key. Keeping in contact with the student and
doing something with them every once in a while lets them know that
they are loved and remain a valued member of our church and community. Here are some ideas that students love…
• Invite them over to cook a meal together before they leave or when
they come home.
• Send them text messages
• Send them mail and care packages during finals week

Requirements?
• We ask that there is some kind of interaction with your students at
least once a month.
• We are going to pair each family with at least one student. You have
the option to sign up for 1 or more students.
• This is a commitment for the whole school year – August to May.
(Although, we suspect that you’ll want to continue the relationship
long after the school year ends!)
The participation sign up deadline was in July, But see Bill Rusnak
for more information. >>>

Your Lifetime
PLan for GivinG
Kirk Mueller

Have you left a lasting legacy
of your faith?

Have you blessed your family in the best way?
Have you remembered your favorite ministries?
As you can answer “yes” to each of these questions, I know you
will experience the peace and joy of knowing God has blessed
you to be a blessing.
To find out more, contact:
Kirk Mueller—LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO 63136
314.704.4389
Kirk.mueller@lcms.org
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Vacation Bible School 2017
by Bill Rusnak, Director of Family Ministry

Over a hundred students and adults participated in our 2017 VBS!
At Mighty Fortress, kids learned that God is their refuge and strength.
Friends may fail them. They may not ace their test or make the team,
but God promises to be their rock and their salvation - their fortress
and sure defense. So raise your banner! In Jesus, the victory is won! We
averaged 123 each day, including 93 students: 47 from our Summer
Camp, 32 Chapel members and guests, 18 preschool children, and 30
Adult & Student Ministry Partners.
We thank God for our Ministry Partners: Decorations and Bible
Story Leader - Sue Petersen with helper Alex Uttley. Truth Be Told Site
Leader - Dave Funke. Snack Leaders - Grace Green, Lois Westbrook,
Kay Wallace, Tonja Cleveland and helper Kayla Rainey. Game Leaders - George Z, and Ellory Glenn, with helpers Nate Laesch, Darius
Johnson, Diego Stremmel and Zachary Simon. Crafts Leader - Deb
Arnold with helpers Leo Thomas and Xzavier Rainey. Pre School
Leaders, Carolyn Brutlag, Kathy Mueller, Carolyn Rusnak, and Diane
Timm, with helpers Caitlin Bowen and Cheyenne Jones. Opening
and Closing Leader - Anne Meyer with helpers Jordan Moore and Ted
Laesch. Crew Leaders - Kimi Wenholz, Shannon Ambler, Tonja Cleveland Marsha Geisz and Marcus Smith, Registration-Marsha Geisz and
Evelyn Stremmel. Summer camp staff all helped as Crew leaders! We
very much appreciate Administrator Karen Funke and Directors
Allison Schmidt and Emma Dalton for partnering with their Counselors OlaOluwa Animashaun, Ellen Cain, Riane Cleveland, Philip
Irving, Dallis Johnson, Jayla Pierce, Nick Ricks, and Titus Wenholz.
Donations of $330 were gathered to support Eric and Linda Funke’s
Tanzania Ministry!
Thanks to these ministry leaders and many more who worked
behind the scenes!
Here are a few photos from the week: >>>
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Sunday Transportation from page 2
uled only once per month. If you are interested in
helping with this and would like to have more information, please contact me at 314-741-3737. >>>

Weekday Bible Studies

With September here, all our weekday Bible studies are starting up once again. The three we offer for
you to choose from include:
• Women’s study on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of
the month at 10:00 a.m. We are studying Old Testament Gospel and Grace.
• Older adult study (retirees) meets on the 2nd
and 4th Tuesdays of the month at 10:00 a.m. We are
continuing with the DVD study, “That The World
May Know.”
• Wednesday evening study meets at 6:30 p.m.
Whether or not you attend a Sunday study, we
invite you to the study that you would like to be a
part of. >>>

Membership Matters
Confimations (May 7, 2017)
Keeley Rose Ambler
Jared George Cleveland
Darius Pharrel Johnson
Nathaniel Louis Laesch
Courtnee Jean Nicole Martin
Alexander Joshua Moore
Jordan Nicole Moore
Kayla Simone Rainey
Leo William Thomas
Alexander Michael Uttley
Transfer Out
Benton and Katherine Davidson and baptized
child Gabriel to Hope Lutheran Church,
Granite City, IL
Kenneth Gaeke to St. Paul Lutheran Church,
Marshfield, MO
Amie Myers (and baptized children: Andre,
Edison, Elijah, and Simone) to Concordia
Lutheran Church, Kirkwood, MO

Mary-Martha Guild

Mary-Martha Guild completed another busy year with fundraisers from Mixin’ Fixin’,
Christmas cookie bake sale, and our Spring bake sale. The proceeds from these fundraisers supported Chapel of the Cross Summer Camp Program; broadcast of service in
October; Global Lutheran Outreach for Erik and Linda Funke; Helping Hands Food
Pantry; The Lutheran Hope Center in Ferguson and toward the purchase of the front
loader for the tractor at church. Along with our LWML Zone mite collections, our recipients received a total of over $4500.00. This year again we assembled gift bags for our
Home Bound members.
Our officers for new year are:
Judy Kooi - President
Joanne Witte - Vice President Development
Kathy Glenn - Vice President Mission, Education & Service
Judy Dillard - Secretary
Nancy Swoboda - Treasurer
Judy Benton - Archivist
Clara Mueller - Christian Growth Committee
Karen Schaeffer - Hospitality Committee
Sue Plack - Publicity Committee
We want to thank Roberta Loesch, Judy Koprowski and Lois Westbrook for serving as
officers from last year.
The Mary-Martha Guild will hold their annual Salad Supper on Monday Sept. 11 in
room 9. Everyone is asked to bring a salad to share. A short business meeting will follow.
Saturday and Sunday October 7 and 8, marks the tenth year Mary-Martha will be selling Mixin Fixins. Proceeds will be donated to LERT—Lutheran Emergency Response
Team.
The October meeting will be held on Monday Oct. .9 in room 9. Our speaker will
be from Alpha Players. There will be refreshments and a short meeting following the
speaker. >>>

The due date for the
November-December issue
of CrossRoads is Sunday October 1.

Removed By Request
Barbara Yocks
Deaths
Armenta J. Edelen (May 13, 2017)
Jordean M. Williams (May 25, 2017)
Viola Wurth (May 16, 2017)
James W. Luedtke ( June 13, 2017)
Former number of members 988
		
Gains: +10
		
Losses: -9
New number of members: 989
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Chapel Of The Cross - Lutheran

CrossRoads

Sunday Worship Services
8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School, Youth, and Adult Classes
9:45 a.m.
Saturday Evening Worship Service
5:00 p.m.
Holy Communion
1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday of the month: 8:30 a.m.
2nd, 4th and 5th Sunday of the month: 11:00 a.m.
1st, 3rd and 5th Saturday of the month: 5:00 p.m.

Chapel of the Cross-Lutheran
11645 Benham Road
St. Louis, Missouri 63136
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran
exists to show the love of Jesus to
the people of North County and
beyond so that all may have a
living relationship with Christ.

