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“Go With God”
by Pastor Laesch
In a few short days, we will be driving our oldest to 

Valparaiso, Indiana for his first year of college. It seems like so 
much will change— for us and for him. For us, there’s an empty 
bedroom—a void in the family. Less noise. Less laundry. Less 
kids. And for our son? A bedroom with a stranger in it. More 
noise. More laundry. More kids. 

As you can imagine, a lot of thoughts and emotions are 
swirling around for mom and dad as that first child leaves the 
nest and starts to go out on his own. There’s anticipation and 
dread, pride and sadness, hope and worry, excitement and nervousness, happiness and 
even a little grieving. The experts say that this is normal — and it is— especially as I 
remember that this child that I love so very much and who has been close by for 18 years 
will now be over 300 miles away. 

So what is a parent to do? Pray, for sure! And give some good parental advice. There 
has been a lot of advice we have shared over the last number of months with our son. Not 
sure that it’s all been heard or listened to, but we have given that advice anyway: Study 
hard. Be physically active. Go to church. Remember why you’re going to college (by the 
way, it’s to learn and get a degree!). Eat a well-balanced diet. Find some great friends. 
Enjoy learning from some wise teachers. Don’t be a stranger to the library. Get some 
sleep. Challenge yourself. Call home (or at least text) once in a while. Have fun — but 
not too much fun!

But maybe the greatest advice I can 
give my son is this: Go with God. It is 
advice that my father shared with me. It 
is advice that we have shared with our 
children in the past. And now, especially 
as our son heads to college, those words 
will be shared again. Go with God! He 
will lead. He will bless. He will care. He 
will guard and protect. Go with Him. Go 
with God.

Perhaps that’s good advice for all of 
us, wherever we are going. Whether we 
are going to work or to school or to the 

doctor’s office or to the grocery store. Go with God! Whatever we are going through 
— whether we are going through a joy or a sickness or a grief or a trial. Go with God! 
Whatever time in life we find ourselves in — whether we are retired or becoming parents 
or nearing life’s end or sending a kid off to college. Go with God! 

His promise is that He goes with you, you know. He will lead. He will bless. He will 
care. He will guard and protect. Go with Him. Go with God, Teddy! Go with God, 
Chapel of the Cross! 

“Lo, I am with you always, even to the very end of the age…”  >>> 

The due date for the 
November-December  
issue of CrossRoads  

is Sunday, September 30. 
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CrossRoads

Weekday Bible Studies
With September here, all our weekday Bihle studies are 

starting up once again. The three we offer for you to choose 
from include:

• Women’s study on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month 
at 10:00 a.m. We are studying “Old Testament Gospel and 
Grace.”

• Older adult study (retirees) meets on the 2nd and 4th 
Tuesdays of the month at 10:00 a.m. We are continuing with 
the DVD study, “That The World May Know.”

• Two Wednesday evening studies will meet at 6:30 p.m.

1. We will be continuing a study called, “Denominational  
         Differences.”

2. A new study will begin called, “Fighting For Your Family.”

Whether or not you attend a Sunday study, we invite you 
to the study that you would like to be a part of.   >>>

 
Jeremiah 31: 13, “I will turn their mourning into joy; I will comfort 
them and give them gladness for sorrow. “

This passage is the theme verse for GriefShare, which has been an 
important ministry at Chapel of the Cross for nine years. During this 
time, we have seen what a blessing it has been to the participants, and 
what a positive impact it can have on those on their journey of grief. 
It’s amazing, and wonderful to see, how God’s living Word can touch 
and begin to heal people in their darkest hours.

We have started the next cycle of GriefShare, a special ministry 
to help people go through the difficult journey of grief. If you are 
dealing with the death of someone close to you, or if you know of 
someone who is in this position, we encourage you (or them) to 
consider being a part of this special group. We meet on Tuesdays 
from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m., and Thursdays from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m., and you 
can join at anytime. Contact Dave Funke for more information, or if 
you are interested in coming.   >>>

Mary-Martha Guild
The Mary-Martha Guild will hold their annual Salad Supper on 

Monday Sept. 10 in room 9. Everyone is asked to bring a salad to share. 
A short business meeting will follow.

Saturday and Sunday Oct.6 & 7, Mary-Martha will be selling Mixin 
Fixins. Proceeds from the sale will be given to a recipient that will be 
chosen and announced later in the Chapel Weekly.

The October meeting will be held on Monday Oct. 8 in room 9. The 
speaker will be our new vicar Jim Marriott. We look forward to getting 
to know him. There will also be refreshments and a short business 
meeting.   >>>
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 by Bill Rusnak, Director of Family Ministry

What is the LCMS Youth Gathering?
Held every 3 years since 1980, the LCMS Youth Gathering 

(Gathering) provides thousands of youth and adults the opportunity 
to come together as a community of God’s people to learn more about 
Jesus Christ, the Christian faith and their Lutheran identity.

During the five days of the Gathering, youth spend time together in God’s 
word, worship, service and fellowship with others from across the synod. 
This event is organized by LCMS Youth Ministry in Saint Louis, MO.

When and Where is the 2019 LCMS Youth Gathering?
The next LCMS Youth Gathering will be July 11-15, 2019 in 

Minneapolis, MN.
What Does the Theme of the 2019 National Youth Gathering Mean?
“Through the gift of faith, we know our God to be real and present with 
us in daily troubles, fears and joys.”

What are the Guiding Principles?
• Youth Gatherings proclaim the Lordship of Jesus Christ and God’s 
saving grace to His people through Christ. In this setting, young 
people grow in their personal relationship with God and grow in their 
fellowship of Word and Sacrament in Christ’s Church.
• Youth Gatherings are a vehicle by which the Church reaches out to, 
cares for and affirms young people, both churched and unchurched.
• Youth Gatherings equip youth and adults for ministry in a variety of 
settings in their congregations, communities, and world.
• Youth Gatherings affirm, equip, and support adults who work with 
young people.
• Youth Gatherings celebrate the meaning of Christian joy in all of life’s 
situations.
• Youth Gatherings recognize and affirm the diversity of God’s people
• Youth Gatherings affirm and promote the ministry of LCMS Districts 
and congregations.

When Does the Gathering Registration Open?
Congregations may begin entering registration information online 

beginning September 5, 2018. Registration for the Gathering opens 
October 17, 2018 and will be open on a first come, first served basis. 
Forms postmarked before October 17, 2018, will be returned and 
registration will be delayed.

What Is the Gathering Registration Rate?
The Gathering registration fee is $365 per participant. After March 1, 

2019, participants will continue to be admitted to the Gathering on a space 
available basis for the fee of $400. Travel and Housing is NOT included.

What do we estimate the total cost to be for each student?
Based on previous experience about $1,300. Students who 

participate in Fund Raising can reduce their bill.
What Are the Age Requirements for Youth Participants?

The LCMS Youth Gathering’s primary focus is for youth participants 
between the ages of 14 to 19. To register for the 2019 Gathering, 
youth participants must meet ONE of the two following eligibility 
requirements: – Must be 14 years old at the time of the Gathering 
OR – Entering his or her ninth grade year at the time of the 
Gathering.

While we do allow students from the ages of 14 to 20 to attend, 
please keep in mind that some of the program content may not be 
relevant to older youth participants.

We suggest that students who are 19 and older, one year out of high 
school, or have been to at least one previous Gathering apply to be a 
Young Adult Volunteer.

What should people who are interested do?
1. Check out the Gathering website: www.lcmsgathering.com/about/
2. Attend the initial Orientation Meeting, September 16, 2018 
3. Pick up the registration and Covenant material from Mr. Rusnak
4. Return the Registration and Covenant material to Mr. Rusnak with a 
$100 deposit by Sunday, October 14, 2018.   >>>

Fighting for Your Family
Today’s families need so many things! Where do we go to find 

direction, hope, and encouragement? We turn to God’s Word and God’s 
people! This series is intended to counter enemies of the home, such 
as the conflict of roles, addictions, entertainment, and more. Best of 
all, it encourages us to pray for our families. God desires to help us take 
courageous, decisive action so that we can more readily refuse to believe 
the lie that there is no hope for our marriages and our families. In short, 
this study is intended to bless marriages and foster healthy families.

This ten week study titled, “Fighting for Your Family” will be in 
Room #9 beginning on Wednesday, September 5, 2018. Video 

sessions start at 6:30 p.m., study and discussion follows.
Week 1: (9/5) Rebuilding the Foundations. Rooted in the creation 
account we have the basis for marriage and the family. When we move 
away from these truths, we see dysfunction and decay.
Week 2: (9/12) A Mother’s High Calling. Mary, the Mother of Jesus, 
was given a particularly unusual task, but she points us to the joys and 
sorrows of motherhood.
Week 3: (9/19) Dads in Charge. Our first father Adam failed in Eden 
because of his passivity. In the creation account we see how the male 
role works in the marriage relationship.
Week 4: (9/26) What Marriage Is, and Isn’t. We look at the “owner’s 
manual” to answer several questions.
Week 5: (10/3) Till Debt Do Us Part. Couples and singles have to ask 
some hard questions about lifestyle, income and expenditures. Seven 
biblical principles can help us keep our perspective.
Week 6: (10/10) Children, God’s Special Gift. “Ministry to children is 
the single most strategic ministry in God’s Kingdom.”- George Barna. 
Children today face many lies - but they need not face them alone! 
We discuss how value is not just in appearance; how morals are truly 
formed and what children need - not just to be good - but to be godly.
Week 7: (10/17) The Enemy Inside Your Home. We are in a fierce battle 
for the family because we are opposed by forces outside the home, but 
perhaps an even greater enemy exists within our homes: The power of 
modern technology such as computers, cell phones and iPads. 
Week 8: (10/24) The Hurt And Healing Of Abuse. Almost always 
abusers appear to be kind and charming. And yet, because of 
unresolved issues in their lives, they can travel the road to abuse. The 
causes of abuse are many and varied. 
Week 9: (10/31) The Power Of Praying Parents. Whether a child is 
like a prodigal son or a self-righteous older brother, parents pray that 
the hearts of their children are toward the Lord. 
Week 10: (11/7) Playing For Keeps. Society holds a number of 
myths about marriage. When we take our marriage vows, we make a 
commitment! May God lead us.   >>>
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Chapel Life Team’s Mission Statement:
“Motivated by the Gospel and the great love God has demonstrated to us in Jesus Christ,  

the Life Team of Chapel of the Cross Lutheran exists to equip our church to celebrate,  
defend, and care for life at all stages.”

www.lutheransforlife.org

Mark your calendars and plan to attend ...

The 2018 Lutherans For Life National Conference
October 12-13, 2018

From Age to Age the Same
Immanuel Lutheran Church

9733 Olive Blvd. Olivette, MO 63132

You “have been borne by me from before your birth, carried from the womb; 
even to your old age I am he, and to gray hairs I will carry you. I have made, 
and I will bear; I will carry and will save” (Isaiah 46:3b-4).

Our Lord and Savior remains the same from eternity unto eternity 
through all changes in human history and individual experiences - 
including our sinfulness. Human sanctity and dignity are the same 
- that is, infinite - from the invisible miracle of conception to the 
moment of natural death, through all states and stages of a person’s life. 
Lutherans For Life, celebrating 40 years of being a voice For Life, is 
still motivated by the same Gospel courage and compassion to speak 
truth and show love, respecting and protecting every human being as a 
treasure and privilege from God our Father.

Workshop Topics and Speakers Include:
• Rev. Michael Newman: Hope When Your Heart Breaks: Navigating 
Grief and Loss (Listen to Rev. Michael Newman on The Lutheran 
Hour: The Answer to Unhappiness)
• Deaconess Dr. Chrissie Gillett: Suicide I
• Deaconess Dr. Chrissie Gillett: Suicide II
• Rev. Fredric Hinz: “Connecting the Dots: Denying Creation, 
Denying Sin, Denying Life”
• Rev. Michael Salemink: This Is My Body: Christian Compassion and 
Courage Concerning Sexuality & Gender
• Rev. Chris Wheatley: You Know the Way: Dying Naturally with 
Hospice Care
• Dr. Cara Buskmiller: Yes, Abortion Pill Reversal Will Work
• Brian Young: Tour of Semisaurus Mobile Creation Museum
• Laura Davis: Youth Life Struggles Today Haven’t Changed and 
Neither Has God

More details and the conference schedule are available at the Life 
Team bulletin board located in the lower level of Chapel. You can 
register online at www.lutheransforlife.org. Click on “Conference” at 
the top of the home page.   >>>

Lutheran Women in Mission  
by Clara Mueller

Lois & Bill Westbrook and Orv & Clara Mueller 
were among the 500 who attended the LWML MO 
District Convention, June 8-10, 2018 at Lake Ozark.

The theme was “He Knows My Name” Isaiah 
43:1 and the speakers and Bible Study expanded on 
this wonderful assurance of God’s faithfulness.

The business of the convention adopted a new 
mission goal of $370,000, to select new mission 
projects for the next two years and to elect new 
officers. The former district mite goal of $360,000 
was reached in March. Thank you to all who 
contribute to our monthly mite box.

The national LWML goal was set for $2,075,000 
last year in Albuquerque, NM and at this point 
$1,164,288 has been received. I think it is very 
exciting to be part of this ministry to help spread 
God’s love in mission projects in our city, state, 
country and around the world.

The Lutheran Women’s Quarterly magazine you 

see near the mite box on the first Sunday of 
the month or at the welcome center shows 
what projects are completed. The Quarterly 
gives stories on the mission projects and 
encouraging words and articles for our 
personal life journey.

You are invited to look on the website 
of LWML.org for a wealth of resources for 
Bible Studies and prayers. I enjoy the daily 
Mustard Seed devotions online: a brief 

scripture “In the Word,” a message “Of 
the Word,” and a prayer “Walking With 
My Lord.”

In 2019 the LWML convention will 
take place in Mobile, AL June 20-23. It’s a 
wonderful, inspiring experience to share 
with a few thousand sisters in Christ! 
I’d be happy to share more if you’re 
interested.   >>>
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CONFIRMATIONS (August 5, 2018)
Adrienne Burton
Alicia Harris
Jayme Zvirgzdins

DEATHS
Eileen L. Beiter (August 3, 2018)
Robert Henke ( June 14, 2018)
Loretta J. Lakinger ( July 23, 2018)
Peter Norton ( July 14, 2018)
Mary Simon ( July 3, 2018)

Former number of members: 956
        Gains:   +3
      Losses:    -5   
     New number of members: 954

Membership Matters
Your Lifetime 

PLan for GivinG
Have you left a lasting legacy  

of your faith?

Have you blessed your family in the best way?

Have you remembered your favorite ministries?

As you can answer “yes” to each of these questions, I know you 
will experience the peace and joy of knowing God has blessed 
you to be a blessing.

To find out more, contact:

Kirk Mueller—LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor

11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO 63136

314.704.4389

Kirk.mueller@lcms.org

Kirk Mueller

Reasonable Rates
Call George Gray at 
636-391-7435

Have You Thought About Advertising Your 
Business in CrossRoads?

“Old Routines or Ventures New?” 
   by Ryan Meyer

So, here we are again – a new season of music ministry! 
And maybe someone could say it’s just the same old routine, 
but I say let’s praise God for that “old routine!” We can 
praise Him for His good gifts (like music), and for giving 
us His Word. We can praise Him for working faith in our 
hearts and for working in our lives through each other. 
Maybe you’re reading this article but have never sang in 
a choir or played an instrument before. I’m guessing that 
most of us can still relate. Have you ever felt stuck in an “old 
routine?” Or perhaps you are full of fear or anxiety over 
a change that might bring you out of your routine. I pray 
that whatever our Lord gives you to do in life, whether “old 
routines or ventures new,” you continue to look to Him, our 
Savior, Jesus Christ, with a thankful heart and see how He is 
working in your life.  

We look forward to welcoming all of our volunteers and musicians back in 
September, and we also pray that you might consider joining us if you have never 
participated before. Please contact Ryan Meyer, Jen Schmidt or Carolyn Rusnak 
if you are interested in being part of our music ministry or have other questions. 
Here is a list of our current ensembles and when they begin:

Ensemble:        Rehearses:                                         When:           Begins:
Joyful Noise        1st & 3rd Tuesdays in church       6:30 pm         Sept. 4
Women’s Chorus        As needed in music room               6:30 pm     —
Choral Singers        Every Tuesday in music room      7:30 pm  Sept. 4
Children’s Choir        Every Wednesday in church         6:00 pm    Aug. 29
Children’s Handbells    Every Wednesday in church         6:30 pm  Aug. 29
Adult Handbells        Every Wednesday in church         7:30 pm  Aug. 22



Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran 
exists to show the love of Jesus to 
the people of North County and 
beyond so that all may have a 
living relationship with Christ.

Sunday Worship Services
8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m.

Sunday School, Youth, and Adult Classes
9:45 a.m.

Saturday Evening Worship Service
5:00 p.m.

Holy Communion
1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday of the month: 8:30 a.m.

2nd, 4th and 5th Sunday of the month: 11:00 a.m.
1st, 3rd and 5th Saturday of the month: 5:00 p.m.
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