
“Never” and “Always”
Have you seen them in action? Sometimes lifting and 

building up and encouraging. Other times depressing 
and tearing down and discouraging. “Never” and  
“Always” — those words that hint at the extreme can 
take a conversation on an emotional roller coaster ride. 

For example: “Summer in St. Louis is always hot.” “You 
never pick up your dirty clothes.” “You always give great 
presents.” “You never compliment me.” 

Usually for us, neither “never” or “always” are totally 
accurate. Neither paint a 100% true story. And maybe 
when we use those words they serve as an emotional hint of something going on 
at a deeper level.

God’s use of “never” and “always” is different. He uses those two words to tell 
us of his unconditional love for us. And thankfully, they’re always 100% accurate 
with Him!

He will never bring the devastation of a world-wide flood again. (Genesis 9)

His steadfast love never ceases. His mercies never end. (Lamentations 3)

He is the bread of life who feeds us so that we will never go spiritually hungry. 
( John 6)

He gives us eternal life so that we will never perish. ( John 10)

He never lies. (Titus 1)

He is always interceding for us. (Hebrews 7)
 
He will never blot our names out of His book of life. (Revelation 3)

He is always with us, to the very end of time. (Matthew 28)

He will never leave or forsake us. (Hebrews 13)

You and I tend to use “never” and “always” to make an emotional point. Our  
gracious God uses them to make an eternal point of love and grace for you. >>>
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Music Ministry Announcement
by Ryan Meyer

“Choral Singers Planning Meeting”
In the opening verses of Psalm 96, we read the familiar com-

mand: “Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the lord, all the earth. 
Sing to the lord, praise His name; proclaim His salvation day after 
day. Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous deeds 
among all peoples.”

Perhaps one of the most rigid restrictions some of us have 
felt during this season of COVID-19, at least within the 
church, has been on the topic of singing. It’s one of the hall-
marks of our Christian (and certainly Lutheran) corporate 
worship. And for some of us, it’s part of our weekly, even daily, 
routines! Like so many other churches and schools, Chapel’s 
choral groups haven’t met together in well over a year - but we 
are looking forward to being together again to sing to our lord 
a new song!

This summer, I would like to invite all singers to an informal 
gathering where we can re-connect, discuss our thoughts and 
plans about the future, and hopefully meet some new faces.  
So whether you are a returning singer, or if you have never 
sung with us before but are interested and would like to come 
ask questions, please consider joining us on Thursday, July 22 
at 7:00 pm.

Please let me know in advance if you are able to attend. 
There will be a sign up sheet at the welcome center, or you 
can contact me at 314-741-3737 (ex 108), or by email at ryan.
meyer@chapelofthecross.org.

I hope to see you all there!  >>>

Evening Prayer 
Services

Chapel will once again be 
offering Evening Prayer Ser-
vices throughout the summer 
months. We will meet in the 
Sanctuary at 6:30 pm the 1st 
and 3rd Wednesday of the 
month. Please contact Ryan Meyer for any questions.

July 7th and 21st

August 4th and 18th  >>>

Dear Members 
of Chapel of the 
Cross Lutheran 
Church:

Grace and peace be with you 
my family in Christ from God 
our Father and Creator, Christ 
His Son and our Redeemer, and 
the Holy Spirit who sanctifies 
us. One God forever.

It is with joy in my heart and 
humility with the conviction 
that God has called me to His 
service in your midst. I herewith announce my acceptance of the 
Call which you have extended to me to serve as Specific Minis-
try Pastor of Chapel of the Cross Lutheran Church.

I look forward to being ordained and being installed as one of 
your pastors on July 25, 2021. Please keep me and Kathy in your 
prayers as we look forward to this continued ministry with you.

As well as serving Word and Sacrament, as a Specific Ministry 
Pastor I also have two focused ministries: Minority Outreach 
and Veteran Outreach ministries. Both will involve working in 
our neighborhoods as well as Veteran Hospitals and Veteran 
organizations. I look forward to serving with you in these impor-
tant ministries.

May the Lord, who is graciously present with us in Word and 
Sacrament, build us up in faith and knowledge so that we grow 
together in both love and truth.   >>>

In the service of Christ
Ellory W. Glenn, Vicar

Chapel Travelers
The Travelers committee will start meet-

ing in July to discuss the possibility of 
going to Branson this fall to see the show 
“Jesus.” If you are interested in going, 
please let Ken Kreitner, Denny Vogelsang, 
Bill Rusnak or the church office know. 
The trip will probably be in September or 
October 2021.  >>>
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Summer Sunday School
All children are invited to a new summer Sunday School  

program, Happy Campers: Spending the Summer with God! 
Join us in the gym in the lower level of Chapel at 9:45 a.m. each 
Sunday for songs, skits, games, snacks, crafts, and most impor-
tant, digging into God’s Word to learn about living life with Jesus 
as our guide. 

Are you a teen or adult who would love to share Jesus with kids 
on Sunday mornings? Do you have any questions about Sum-
mer Sunday School? Call the church office at 314-741-3737 and 
leave a message for Mary Laesch. I’d love to talk with you!

Passport to Peru 
Weekend Vacation Bible School
August 6–8, 2021

Families and children of all ages are invited to Chapel’s 2021 
Weekend Vacation Bible School Adventure: Passport to Peru! 
Passport to Peru will immerse kids and families in the vibrant 

Let Us Know!
Please call the church office (314-741-3737) if you:

• Have a new phone number or email
• Are sick, facing a surgery, or hospitalization

• Are unable to attend worship
• Are in need of prayer 

Children
and

 by Mary Laesch, Coordinator for Children and Family Ministry

culture of Peru through Bible adventures, games, food, songs, 
and video visits with Peruvian kids as they discover God’s good 
gifts for all!

Passport to Peru will be held Friday, August 6 from 6:00–8:00 
p.m., Saturday August 7 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. (lunch will 
be provided); and Sunday August 8 from 9:45–12:00 (includes 
worship at 11:00 a.m. with a light reception after the service).

Parents and caregivers are invited to join their kids for this fun-
filled weekend! All children who are not accompanied by an adult 
need to be at least six years old. Register on Chapel’s website: 
chapelofthecross.org/vbs. If you would like to volunteer to help 
with VBS or if you have any questions, please call the church of-
fice at 314-741-3737 and leave a message for Mary Laesch.  >>>

by Bill Rusnak, Director of Adult Ministry

“Nurturing Your Faith”
COTC Summer 2021 Sunday Morning Study
by Bill Rusnak
Nurturing Your Faith is a Lutheran Hour series covering three 

important areas of our Christian Faith.
Called is a four-session Bible study based on Ephesians. Four 

Individual sessions look at how we are called by God; called to 
faith, called to service, and called to share. 

Forgiveness studies how our first sin required God’s pardon in 
order to re-establish the broken God-man relationship caused by 
our original rebellion. Along the way, we will look at how God 
works through the forgiveness we seek and offer in our lives, and 
it reminds us that where there is love - mercy triumphs.

Prayer is a four-part study exploring the role of different types 
of prayer in the believer’s life. Prayers of intercession, gratitude, 
confession, and praise are considered in various scriptural set-
tings by highlighting a particular prayer’s context, who offered it, 
and why. 

An opening 12 to 15-minute video gives context to what fol-
lows. Reflection questions guide lively discussion as together we 
nurture our faith!  Join us at 9:45 a.m. each week - June through 
August.  >>>
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Chapel Life Team’s Mission Statement:
“Motivated by the Gospel and the great love God has demonstrated to us in Jesus Christ,  

the Life Team of Chapel of the Cross Lutheran exists to equip our church to celebrate,  
defend, and care for life at all stages.”

www.lutheransforlife.org

by Jennifer Kendrex
How the Abortion Pill Works
A chemical or medication abortion terminates an early preg-

nancy—within the first nine or ten weeks of gestation—using 
two drugs taken 24 to 48 hours apart. The first—mifepristone 
(RU-486)—stops the womb from absorbing progesterone, 
which is the hormone that supports the uterine lining and en-
sures delivery of oxygen and nutrients to the developing embryo 
or fetus. The second drug—misoprostol (Cytotec)—which 
is taken 24 to 48 hours later, causes the uterus to contract and 
expel the embryo or fetus, ending the pregnancy. 

Hope for Saving a Pregnancy
If you have only taken the first drug in the abortion pill regi-

men, a medical provider may be able to save your pregnancy 
by prescribing progesterone to restore the delivery of oxygen 
and nutrients to the unborn baby and counteract the effects of 
mifepristone. Although there is no guarantee of success, rever-
sals have proven effective in approximately 62% of cases where 
progesterone is taken within the first 24 hours—and there have 
been successful reversals up to 72 hours later. As confirmed by 
the American Association of Pro-Life Obstetricians and Gyne-
cologists (aaplog.org), abortion pill reversal is a safe treatment 
for both the mother and the unborn baby. There is no evidence 
of birth defects from the progesterone or from the early expo-
sure to mifepristone. The American Association of Pro-Life 
Obstetricians and Gynecologists has also found that taking 
progesterone to counteract mifepristone is more effective than 
simply waiting and foregoing the second pill.

If you think reversal may be right for you, contact one of the 
providers listed or another qualified medical pro-
fessional right away. DO NOT take the second 
pill in the abortion regimen. Regardless of what 
your abortion provider has told you, you are free 
to change your mind and seek a reversal. 

Help Is Available
Contact the 24/7 Abortion Pill Reversal 

Helpline at 877-558-0333 or email help@apr.
life right away to connect with a medical profes-

by Jill McEuen

• FLORISSANT •
619 St. Francois St.

Florissant, MO 63031
Phone: (314) 839-2020

• WEST •
2211 Clarkson Road

Chesterfield, MO 63017
Phone: (636) 532-2400

sional about reversing your medication abortion. You can also 
visit their website at www.abortionpillreversal.com and chat 
with one of their providers online.

Are you concerned about your ability to continue your preg-
nancy and care for a new child financially or emotionally? The 
dedicated pro-life professionals at the Abortion Pill Reversal 
Helpline can help you. They will work with you to meet your 
needs, such as health care, housing, or financial assistance, and 
can direct you to free resources available in your area, including 
your nearest pregnancy care center. Remember that you do not 
need to face an unplanned pregnancy alone. If you are having 
doubts about your abortion, an on-call nurse at the helpline can 
offer counseling, support, and hope.

A nationwide directory of pro-life physicians and pregnancy 
care centers is also available by visiting the website of the Ameri-
can Association of Pro-Life Obstetricians and Gynecologists  
at aaplog.org. 

Healing from a Completed Abortion
If your abortion is complete and you are dealing with trauma 

and regret, you are not alone. There are many post-abortion sup-
port groups that can offer healing and hope including Word of 
Hope, the post-abortion ministry of Lutherans For Life: word-
of-hope.org / 888-217-8679 / info@word-of-hope.org.

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust 
in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13).  >>>

Abortion Pill Reversal - Saving A Pregnancy



Your Lifetime 
PLan for GivinG

Have you left a lasting legacy  
of your faith?

Have you blessed your family in the best way?

Have you remembered your favorite ministries?

As you can answer “yes” to each of these questions, I know you 
will experience the peace and joy of knowing God has blessed 
you to be a blessing.

To find out more, contact:

Kirk Mueller—LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor

11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO 63136

314.704.4389

Kirk.mueller@lcms.org

Kirk Mueller
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TRANSFER IN
Jordan Noel Mueller from Faith Lutheran Church,  
Jefferson City, MO

TRANSFER OUT
Carolyn Rodefeld to Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church, 
Elizabeth, CO
Steve and Carolyn Brutlag to Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Fergus Falls, MN
DEATHS
Celina Dietiker (April 6, 2021)
Thelma M. Dunger (February 15, 2021)
Betty Freebersyser(May 6, 2021)
Marilyn J. Krauter (February 23, 2021)
Gerald Nieberding ( June 3, 2021)
Violet (“Bunny”) Neustadt (April 4, 2021)
Judith A. Seavert (September 1, 2020)
Dorothy A. Tonietto (February 2, 2021)
Joyce E. Weidner (March 22, 2021)

Former number of members: 897
         Gains:  +1
       Losses: -12
     New number of members  886

Membership Matters

Garden Fest at Chapel
On Saturday, May 8, Chapel of the Cross hosted 

Garden Fest, a church and community flower, fruit, 
vegetable and herb event-all in support of Day 3 
Seeds. All families that registered and attended 
received a tray of 4” assorted garden flower and 
vegetable plants and 6 packets of garden seeds. 

Highlights included a children’s workshop and 
adult gardening seminar: “Demo Plots/Raised Bed 
Gardening.” Plants were also available for purchase. 

Proceeds went to a refugee camp in Uganda.  >>>



Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran 
exists to show the love of Jesus to 
the people of North County and 
beyond so that all may have a 
living relationship with Christ.

Sunday Worship Services
8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m.

Sunday School, Youth, and Adult Classes
9:45 a.m.

Saturday Evening Worship Service
5:00 p.m.

Holy Communion
1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday of the month: 8:30 a.m.

2nd, 4th and 5th Sunday of the month: 11:00 a.m.
1st, 3rd and 5th Saturday of the month: 5:00 p.m.
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Chapel of the Cross-Lutheran
11645 Benham Road
St. Louis, Missouri 63136
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