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Treasure and Ponder
But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in
her heart. Luke 2:19
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I guess it’s been awhile since we’ve had kids, but I tend
to remember that following the birth of a child, you don’t
have a whole lot of time to ponder many things in your
Pastor Laesch
heart. There’s just too much going on: visitors and doctors
and feeding and changing and calling family and taking pictures and planning
a baptism.
And yet here in the Gospel of Luke, at the end of that familiar Christmas Gospel,
we see that Mary treasured and pondered what was going on around her. In the
midst of giving birth in a stable, surrounded by animals and a few disheveled
shepherds, Mary takes it all in. She sees Joseph making himself busy, perhaps
trying to clean up the dirt and dust of the stable. She sees the shepherd visitors
gazing with wonder at the baby in her arms - the baby that the angels told them is
“Christ the Lord.” And of course she sees her little son, just hours old, wrapped up
in swaddling cloths - this boy who is the Savior of the world. And she treasured
these things and pondered them in her heart.
What a beautiful lesson Mary gives to us. Life goes
by so quickly. Everything seems to go by in such a
blur. So very rarely do we take the time to treasure
and ponder what is going on around us. We even
rarely take the time to treasure and ponder the gift
of God’s Son - the very reason we celebrate the season of Christmas.
Let Mary teach us this Christmas to treasure and
ponder. Treasure the worship of the Christ-child.
Treasure the singing of carols and hymns. Treasure the fellowship with family and
brothers and sisters in Christ. And then ponder it throughout the rest of the year.
Ponder how Christ came and died for you and for me. Ponder how Christ comes
to each of us in the gifts of His Word and Sacraments. Ponder how those carols
and hymns that we sing are confessions of the faith that have been passed down
from generation to generation.
Treasure these things, ponder them in your heart, and rejoice in what Christ has
done for you.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, Chapel of the Cross! >>>

by Bill Rusnak, Director of Adult Ministry

Chapel of the Cross - 2022 Education Theme
Anchored in Christ: Search, Encourage, Serve!

“We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure.
It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, where our
forerunner, Jesus, has entered on our behalf.” Hebrews 6:19-20a
The reason the Christian hope is unshakable is because it
is anchored in a particular historic event - the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead. The great
thing about historical facts is that they
don’t change.
Our hope is in Jesus Christ. He is the
Anchor of our present and our future.
1 Peter 1:3-4a tells us human beings cannot survive without hope. “Praise be to the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In
his great mercy he has given us new birth into
a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance
that can never perish, spoil, or fade.” What
the Christian faith teaches is that Jesus
offers the best hope. The rest of the world
is suffering from the effects of having anchored their hearts to a second rate hope – which is no real
hope at all. Being unanchored really wears us out because
everything depends on us.
We can’t predict tomorrow, but we know how the story
ends: Christ comes back and what happened to Him
happens to us - He died and rose, and we will too. As we
begin a new year and look to the future, may each of us find
our anchor in Christ through His Word. As we search the
scriptures, let us encourage one another in faith, hope and
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love to dream, and explore our talents and imagine growing
our relationships and embracing opportunities to serve as
we discover where we can serve out those plans God has
intended for us to accomplish before the earth came to be!
Join us in 2022 to be Anchored in Christ! Throughout the
year we will challenge ourselves to be more fully anchored
in Christ. We will intentionally encourage
ourselves and each other to participate in
studies, challenges, events, and acts of service
that fix, attach, and secure our Hope in Christ
alone. Here are some currently planned…
but watch for more:
•.Women’s Study, 1st, and 3rd Tuesdays of
the month, as we study Max Lucado’s book
“Unshakable Hope.”
• Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. as we view and
discuss the video Series “The Chosen.”
• Sunday Mornings at 9:45 a.m. as all ages
dive into our “Enduring Faith” – age appropriate studies.
• Summer 10 week Series for Adults, Youth,
Children and VBS The Tree of Life
• Scheduled Congregation challenges.
January Study: Thirty Days in God’s Word – A Path
Trivia Night supporting missions on Saturday, March 5th,
6:30 p.m.
Summer - Series: Tree of Life. >>>

Mary-Martha Guild

Thanks to everyone who supported our annual Mixin Fixin
fund raiser in October. Proceeds were given to Day3 seeds
On Saturday December 11 and Sunday Decmber 12, we
will hold our annual Christmas Cookie sale. Our meeting on December 13th will be a Christmas Party. It will be
catered by Catering to You. We will take reservations and
determine the cost later. Everyone is invited to join us for
an enjoyable evening. More information will follow in the
Chapel Weekly.
In January, we will have a Social Night with no business
meeting. Members are asked to bring games to play and
snackes to share. This promises to be fun for everyone. >>>

Children
and

by Mary Laesch, Coordinator for Children and Family Ministry

Jesse Tree Family Advent Kits

This Advent, Chapel of the Cross will be providing Jesse
Tree Family Advent Kits to Chapel familles with preschool
and elementary-age children. The kit includes an Advent
devotional for adults and a children’s picture book about
Jesus’ family tree and our place in God’s family. It also
includes 26 ornaments to color and a mini tree for displaying the ornaments. Families can use the kit throughout the
season of Advent to walk through the symbols of the Jesse
Tree that teach God’s great plan of salvation, from Creation to the Cross.
These kits have been made available through a grant from
Thrivent. If you would like to purchase a Jesse Tree Family
Advent Kit to share the Good News of Jesus with a neighbor or extended family member, please contact the church
office and leave a message for Mary Laesch.

Speech

by Mike Mueller, Day3Seeds

Speech, ponder this gift from God,
Our voice of mouth and tongue.
If not so given, we would make sounds;
Grunting, barking, roaring, and chirping.
Like animals, we would make such noises;
By God’s gift, we make sentence and syllable.
Sadly, there be times when our words
Are cruel, untrue, deceitful, and foul.

Jesse Tree: Jesus’ Family Tree Children
and Youth Christmas Program

The Children and Youth Christmas program this year is:
“Jesse Tree: Jesus Family Tree.” Through songs, readings,
recitations, and reenactments, the children and youth will
show us that the Jesse Tree is Christ’s family tree. Filled
with symbols from Creation to the Cross, the Jesse Tree
shows us that we belong to God’s family through Jesus.
The program will be presented on Sunday, December 19,
at the 11:00 worship service. Practices for the program will
be held on November 28 and December 5 & 12 during the
9:45 education hour. A dress rehearsal will be held Saturday, December 18 from 9:30-12:00 noon. Please contact
Mary at mary.laesch@chapelofthecross.org with any questions. >>>
Yet, at special moments we hear and speak
Truth, happiness, encouragement, and courage.
God loves to hear words of Love and Praise;
Such feelings are formed in the heart;
They roll off the tongue, like a morning sunrise
Shouting out, a New Day and Joy in Life.
May the sunrise of this day, and all to come,
Compel us to speak Love and Praise to HIM! >>>

Contributions for the Spring 2022
issue of CrossRoads are due by
Sunday, February 6.

Let Us Know!
Please call the church office (314-741-3737) if you:

• Have a new phone number or email

• Are sick, facing a surgery, or hospitalization
• Are unable to attend worship
• Are in need of prayer
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by Jill McEuen

www.lutheransforlife.org

Chapel Life Team’s Mission Statement:
“Motivated by the Gospel and the great love God has demonstrated to us in Jesus Christ,
the Life Team of Chapel of the Cross Lutheran exists to equip our church to celebrate,
defend, and care for life at all stages.”

“When Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her promise and purpose. “For behold, when the sound of your greeting
came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy” (Luke 1:44).
womb.” -Luke 1:39-56
How precious His compassion has held you too since you first
appeared in utero, that He has inhabited not only flesh but also
Wombs are supposed to be safe places. Soft, like the yarn of a
meticulous knitting. Snug, like the grasp of God’s own hands.
cross and grave with you to comfort and deliver. He who has
But before your eighteen-day cardiac cells started palpitating,
brought life and immortality to light still loves nothing more
before your seven-week brain began to wave, creation’s decay al- than to shine in the darkness, and even the valley of the shadow
ready ate away at you. Your own sinful nature twisted you inward of death has not overcome it. “If I say, ‘Surely the darkness shall
cover me, and the light about me be night,’ even the darkness is not
with a monstrous rot that wrought dysfunction, discomfort,
disease, and disaster from the instant your DNA first replicated. dark to you; the night is bright as the day, for darkness is as light with
you. For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in
Jesus—our Emmanuel, God with us—entered this space too.
He, though, dwelled in the womb and was without sin. In His
my mother’s womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully
made!” (Psm. 139:11-14). -Rev. Michael Salemink
Incarnation, Jesus composes of this precious time a song about
forgiveness, embrace and exchange, substitution and atonement. We pray: Come, O Lord, fill our hearts and mouths and eterniTiny Almighty choreographs in it a dance of grace and faith,
ties with the joy of Your smiling presence! Amen. >>>

Life Team
I would never choose it for myself, but I’m not comfortable telling anyone else how to act. Our neighbors need
more from us than lukewarm. The Lord God invites the same courage and compassion His salvation has shown us.
“Hate, evil, and love good.” (Amos 5:15) Real love proclaims both the Law and the Gospel directly (Mark 10:19-21).
Jesus makes us nothing less than gentle but relentless! >>>

Stewardship Thought

Luke 19:31 – “If anyone asks you, ‘Why are
you untying it?’ You shall say this: ‘The Lord
has need of it.’” Consider the faithfulness of
that man who owned the donkey and colt. All
he needed to hear was, “The Lord has need
of it.” Then he gave willingly. The Lord has
given each of us various callings in life – in our
homes, in the Church, and in the communities
in which we live. In each calling we have good
work to do which comes from the Lord’s hand.
The Lord has need of us in each calling. How
is He calling you to generous giving in each of
your vocations? >>>
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GriefShare

The next cycle of GriefShare starts Tuesday, January 4, from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m.,
and Thursday, January 6, from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. If you have lost a loved one, we
hope you will consider exploring the hope and healing that GriefShare has
offered to so many others. Contact Bill Rusnak for more information
(314-741-3737). >>>

• FLORISSANT •

• WEST •

619 St. Francois St.
Florissant, MO 63031
Phone: (314) 839-2020

2211 Clarkson Road
Chesterfield, MO 63017
Phone: (636) 532-2400

Christmas and
New Year’s Eve Schedule
Advent Services
December 1, 8, 15, 22
6:30 p.m.
Christmas Concert
December 12
11 :00 a.m.

Christmas Choir Concert

In

Heavenly Joy
and

Children’s Christmas Program
December 19
11:00 a.m.
Christmas Eve Worship
December 24
5:00 & 10:30 p.m.
Christmas Day Worship
December 25
10:00 a.m.


Please join us for this special musical service
featuring Chapel’s choirs, handbells, and orchestra as
we celebrate the birth of the Christ child!

Sunday, December 12, 2021

11:00 a.m.

New Year’s Eve Worship
December 31
6:30 p.m.

Membership Matters

Your Lifetime
PLan for GivinG
Kirk Mueller

Have you left a lasting legacy
of your faith?

Have you blessed your family in the best way?
Transfer Out
Sarah Brutlag to Redeemer Lutheran Church,
Austin, TX
Deaths
Nancy Bruder ( July 31, 2021)
Vicki Francis (September 16, 2021)
Ilse Hornig (October 1, 2021)
Keith N. Landry (October 24, 2021)
Theodore (Ted) Vogel (September 20, 2021)
Former number of members: 881
Gains 			
+0
Losses: 		
-6
New number of members: 875

Have you remembered your favorite ministries?
As you can answer “yes” to each of these questions, I know you
will experience the peace and joy of knowing God has blessed
you to be a blessing.
To find out more, contact:
Kirk Mueller—LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO 63136
314.704.4389
Kirk.mueller@lcms.org
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Chapel Of The Cross - Lutheran

CrossRoads

Sunday Worship Services
8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School, Youth, and Adult Classes
9:45 a.m.
Saturday Evening Worship Service
5:00 p.m.
Holy Communion
1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday of the month: 8:30 a.m.
2nd, 4th and 5th Sunday of the month: 11:00 a.m.
1st, 3rd and 5th Saturday of the month: 5:00 p.m.

Chapel of the Cross-Lutheran
11645 Benham Road
St. Louis, Missouri 63136
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran
exists to show the love of Jesus to
the people of North County and
beyond so that all may have a
living relationship with Christ.

