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Lenten Midweek Worship 
 “The Real Battle” 

February 21, 2024 

6:30 p.m.  
 

 

AS WE GATHER 
The familiar words of the Patriarch Joseph, “As for you, you meant evil 

against me, but God meant it for good” (Genesis 50:20 ESV) capture the 

uniqueness of Luke’s account of Jesus’s suffering, death, and 

resurrection. Enemies, faithless disciples, hapless crowds, pragmatic 

powerbrokers, and Satan himself are all arrayed against the perfectly 

innocent Son of God. Through them, one evil purpose comes to pass: 

Jesus’s destruction. God the Father, however, puts their plan to use and 

then overturns it in the victory that no one expected. 

 

 

 

PRELUDE 

 “Beautiful Savior”                                      arr. by Linda Scholes

   

 

 
     

WELCOME AND EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 

 

 

 

The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the 

altar reminding us that Christ leads us into the presence of God. 
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PROCESSION (Service of Light) 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 

 

 

 

HYMN 

 421 Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing 
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PRAYER    
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, 

who led Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day 

and a pillar of fire by night.  Enlighten our darkness by 

the light of Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our 

feet and light to our path; for You are merciful, and You 

love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify 

You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 
PSALMODY                  Psalm 141 
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PRAYER 
Pastor:  Let us pray. 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before 

You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness descend on us 

that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with 

the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and 

may glorify You forever. 

People: Amen. 

 
   

 
 WORD  

OLD TESTAMENT                     Genesis 3:1-7 
 

1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the 

LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God really say, 'You 

must not eat from any tree in the garden'?" 2 The woman said to the 

serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did 

say, 'You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the 

garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.'" 4 "You will not 

surely die," the serpent said to the woman. 5 "For God knows that when 

you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 

knowing good and evil." 6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the 

tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for 

gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her  
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husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of 

them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed 

fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 

 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

ANTHEM 
 “Deep River”                                                        traditional Spiritual 
  
 Deep river, my home is over Jordan. 
 Deep River, Lord. 
 I want to cross over into campground. 
 
 Oh, don't you want to go, to the Gospel feast; 
 That Promised Land, where all is peace?  
 

 

 
  

 EPISTLE                             1 Peter 5:6-11 
 

6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may 

lift you up in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares 

for you. 8 Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls 

around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, 

standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers 

throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings. 
10 And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, 

after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make 

you strong, firm and steadfast. 11 To him be the power for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/genesis/3.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/1-peter/5.html


7 
 

Please stand 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty- 

  second chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL              Luke 22:39-62 
 

39 Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples 

followed him. 40 On reaching the place, he said to them, "Pray that you 

will not fall into temptation." 41 He withdrew about a stone's throw 

beyond them, knelt down and prayed, 42 "Father, if you are willing, take 

this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done." 43 An angel from 

heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. 44 And being in anguish, 

he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling 

to the ground. 45 When he rose from prayer and went back to the 

disciples, he found them asleep, exhausted from sorrow.  

  
46 "Why are you sleeping?" he asked them. "Get up and pray so that you 

will not fall into temptation." 

 
47 While he was still speaking a crowd came up, and the man who was 

called Judas, one of the Twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus 

to kiss him, 48 but Jesus asked him, "Judas, are you betraying the Son of 

Man with a kiss?" 49 When Jesus' followers saw what was going to 

happen, they said, "Lord, should we strike with our swords?" 50 And one 

of them struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his right ear.  
51 But Jesus answered, "No more of this!" And he touched the man's ear 

and healed him. 52 Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the 

temple guard, and the elders, who had come for him, "Am I leading a 

rebellion, that you have come with swords and clubs? 53 Every day I was 

with you in the temple courts, and you did not lay a hand on me. But 

this is your hour--when darkness reigns." 

 
54 Then seizing him, they led him away and took him into the house of 

the high priest. Peter followed at a distance. 55 But when they had 

kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and had sat down together, 
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Peter sat down with them. 56 A servant girl saw him seated there in the 

firelight. She looked closely at him and said, "This man was with him."  
57 But he denied it. "Woman, I don't know him," he said. 58 A little later 

someone else saw him and said, "You also are one of them." "Man, I am 

not!" Peter replied. 59 About an hour later another asserted, "Certainly 

this fellow was with him, for he is a Galilean." 60 Peter replied, "Man, I 

don't know what you're talking about!" Just as he was speaking, the 

rooster crowed. 61 The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then 

Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: "Before the 

rooster crows today, you will disown me three times." 62 And he went 

outside and wept bitterly.  
  
        

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
  

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  

The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence 

He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
                                                                                                

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

 

HYMN OF THE WORD  

 663 Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray   
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PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

          “The Real Battle” 

 
 

Please stand 

MAGNIFICAT (Song of Mary)  
 

Refrain: 

 

 

 

 

Cantor: For he has regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden. 

For behold, from this day all generations will call me blessed.  
  

Cantor: For the Mighty One has done great things to me, and holy is His name; 

and His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to generation.  

Refrain 
  

Cantor: He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the 

imagination of their hearts.  He has cast down the mighty from their 

thrones and has exalted the lowly. 
  

Cantor: He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent 

empty away.  He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His 

mercy as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and his seed forever. 
  

Cantor: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. Refrain 
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OFFERING 
 “My Song is Love Unknown”              setting  by P. Stearns 

 

 

Please stand 

LITANY 

The congregation's response may begin just as the leader's petition ends so that 

the word "Lord" is sung simultaneously by both leader and congregation. 
 

 

 
  

Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of 

the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their 

worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let 

us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

(continued on next page) 
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Pastor: For our public servants, for the government and those 

who protect us, that they may be upheld and 

strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and 

protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For those who bring offerings, those who do good works 

in this congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and 

all the people here present who await from the Lord 

great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of 

the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, 

and need, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For the faithful who have gone before us and are with 

Christ give thanks to the Lord: 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord. 
 

(silence for meditation) 
 

Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us 

commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to 

Christ, our Lord. 

People: To You, O Lord. 
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Pastor: O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good 

counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, 

that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts 

may be set to obey Your commandments; and also that 

we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may 

live in peace and quietness; through the merits of Jesus 

Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, God forever.   

People: Amen. 
 

 

 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 
BENEDICTION 

Pastor:  The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the  

  Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

People:  Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN 
 “He Will Hold Me Fast”                             Getty 

 

When I fear my faith will fail 

Christ will hold me fast 

When the tempter would prevail 

He will hold me fast 

I could never keep my hold 

Through life's fearful path 

For my love is often cold 

He must hold me fast 

 

Refrain: 

He will hold me fast 

He will hold me fast 

For my Savior loves me so 

He will hold me fast 

 

Those He saves are His delight 

Christ will hold me fast 

Precious in His holy sight 

He will hold me fast 

He'll not let my soul be lost 

His Promises shall last 

Bought by Him at such a cost 

He will hold me fast  (Refrain) 

 

For my life He bled and died 

Christ will hold me fast 

Justice has been satisfied 

He will hold me fast 

Raised with Him to endless life 

He will hold me fast 

Till our faith is turned to sight 

When He comes at last  (Refrain) 
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CCLI Song # 7016161 :He Will Hold Me Fast” 

Ada Ruth Habershon | Matthew Merker 

© 2013 Getty Music Publishing (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

Matthew Merker Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 11301522 

  

      
POSTLUDE 
  

 

 

 

 

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®.  Copyright 

© 1973, 1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.™  Used by permission of Zondervan.  All rights 

reserve worldwide.   www.zondervan.com  Hymns used by permission.  OneLicense.net 

#A-725523 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.zondervan.com/
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Serving at Chapel 
 

Preacher:   Martin Dressler      
 

Assisting Minister:  Theodore Laesch 
 

Acolyte:   Audrey Runser 
 

Soloist:    Mark Petersen  
 

Choir:    Chapel Bells 
 

Director:   Jen Schmidt    
 

Organist & Accompanist: Ryan Meyer    

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


