


Lenten Midweek Worship
“That Day, and Today”
March 13, 2024
6:30 p.m.

AS WE GATHER

The familiar words of the Patriarch Joseph, “As for you, you meant evil
against me, but God meant it for good” (Genesis 50:20 ESV) capture the
uniqueness of Luke’s account of Jesus’s suffering, death, and
resurrection. Enemies, faithless disciples, hapless crowds, pragmatic
powerbrokers, and Satan himself are all arrayed against the perfectly
innocent Son of God. Through them, one evil purpose comes to pass:
Jesus’s destruction. God the Father, however, puts their plan to use and
then overturns it in the victory that no one expected.

PRELUDE
“Prelude and Fugue in E Minor” John Behnke

WELCOME AND EXCHANGE OF PEACE

The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the
altar reminding us that Christ leads us into the presence of God.



PROCESSION (Service of Light)
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Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
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the light no darkness can o - ver - come.
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Stay with us, Lord, for it is eve - ning,
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and il - lu - mine Your Church.
HYMN

437  Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed



PRAYER

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Pastor: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe,

who led Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day
and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by
the light of Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our
feet and light to our path; for You are merciful, and You
love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify
You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.
PSALMODY Psalm 141
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac - ri - fice.
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(Il O Lord, I call to You; come to me quick - ly; hear my voice
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when I cry to You. Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in-cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri- fice.
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I Set a watch be-fore my mouth,O Lord, and guard the door of my lips.

(I Let not my heart in-cline to an -y e - vil thing;
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to You, O God; in You I take ref-uge.
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Strip me not of my life. Glo-ry be tothe Fa - ther and
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the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
(continued on next page)
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri-fice.

PRAYER

Pastor: Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before
You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness descend on us
that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with
the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and
may glorify You forever.

People: Amen.

ANTHEM

“Wayfaring Stranger” arranged by John Jacob Niles
 WORD *
OLD TESTAMENT Micah 7:18-20

18 Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the
transgression of the remnant of his inheritance? You do not stay angry
forever but delight to show mercy. * You will again have compassion
on us; you will tread our sins underfoot and hurl all our iniquities into
the depths of the sea. 2 You will be true to Jacob, and show mercy to
Abraham, as you pledged on oath to our fathers in days long ago.

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



EPISTLE 1 Timothy 1:12-17
121 thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he
considered me faithful, appointing me to his service. 1* Even though I
was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I was
shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief. 1 The grace of
our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and
love that are in Christ Jesus. * Here is a trustworthy saying that
deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners--of whom I am the worst. '® But for that very reason I was shown
mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his
unlimited patience as an example for those who would believe on him
and receive eternal life. 7 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible,
the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Please stand

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-
third chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 23:26-43

26 As they led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on
his way in from the country, and put the cross on him and made him
carry it behind Jesus. 77 A large number of people followed him,
including women who mourned and wailed for him. 2 Jesus turned and
said to them, "Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for
yourselves and for your children.

(continued on next page)



» For the time will come when you will say, 'Blessed are the barren
women, the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!'
%0 Then " 'they will say to the mountains, "Fall on us!" and to the hills,
"Cover us!" 3 For if men do these things when the tree is green, what
will happen when it is dry?"

32 Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be
executed. ¥ When they came to the place called the Skull, there they
crucified him, along with the criminals--one on his right, the other on
his left. 34 Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what
they are doing." And they divided up his clothes by casting lots.

% The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They
said, "He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Christ of God,
the Chosen One." * The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They
offered him wine vinegar % and said, "If you are the king of the Jews,
save yourself." ® There was a written notice above him, which read: this
is the king of the jews. ¥ One of the criminals who hung there hurled
insults at him: "Aren't you the Christ? Save yourself and us!" # But the
other criminal rebuked him. "Don't you fear God," he said, "since you
are under the same sentence? ¥ We are punished justly, for we are
getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.'
#2 Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your
kingdom." # Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be
with me in paradise.”

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.



APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence

He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the

body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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6 Now my conscience is at peace;
From the Law I stand acquitted.
Christ hath purchased my release
And my ev’ry sin remitted.
Naught remains my soul to grieve:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

7  Jesus sinners doth receive;
Also I have been forgiven;
And when I this earth must leave,
I shall find an open heaven.
Dying, still to Him I cleave:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

Text and tune: Public domain

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
“That Day, and Today”



Please stand
MAGNIFICAT
935 Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord

1 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord!
Unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice;
Tender to me the promise of His Word;

In God my Savior shall my heart rejoice.

2 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of His name!
Make known His might, the deeds His arm has done;
His mercy sure, from age to age the same;
His holy name, the Lord, the Mighty One.

3 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of His might!
Pow’rs and dominions lay their glory by.
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight,
The hungry fed, the humble lifted high.

4 Tell out, my soul, the glories of His Word!
Firm is His promise, and His mercy sure.
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord
To children’s children and forevermore!

Text: © 1962, renewed 1990 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: Chapel of the Cross no.
VVPKL-GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ

OFFERING
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” setting by James Biery
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Please stand

LITANY

The congregation's response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that
the word "Lord” is sung simultaneously by both leader and congregation.

o)
5 H
KD — H
o P
In peace let us pray to the Lord:
o) .
Ab—1 I } I H
S :| ‘ ﬁ |
Lord, have mer - cy.
>, £ e
v | I 11
| ! .

Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us
pray to the Lord:

People: Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of
the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to
the Lord:

People: Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their
worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord:

People: Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: For all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let
us pray to the Lord:

People: Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: For our public servants, for the government and those
who protect us, that they may be upheld and
strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:

People: Lord, have mercy.
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Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and
protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works
in this congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and
all the people here present who await from the Lord
great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of
the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger,
and need, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For the faithful who have gone before us and are with
Christ give thanks to the Lord:
Thanks be to God.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.
(silence for meditation)

Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us
commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to
Christ, our Lord.

To You, O Lord.

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good
counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants,
that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts
may be set to obey Your commandments; and also that
we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may
live in peace and quietness; through the merits of Jesus
Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, God forever.

Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION

Pastor: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.

People: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN
420 Christ, the Life of All the Living

1  Christ, the life of all the living,
Christ, the death of death, our foe,
Who, Thyself for me once giving
To the darkest depths of woe:
Through Thy suff’rings, death, and merit
I eternal life inherit.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

2  Thou, ah! Thou, hast taken on Thee

Bonds and stripes, a cruel rod;

Pain and scorn were heaped upon Thee,
O Thou sinless Son of God!

Thus didst Thou my soul deliver

From the bonds of sin forever.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.
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6  Thou hast suffered great affliction

And hast borne it patiently,

Even death by crucifixion,
Fully to atone for me;

Thou didst choose to be tormented

That my doom should be prevented.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

7  Then, for all that wrought my pardon,
For Thy sorrows deep and sore,
For Thine anguish in the Garden,
I will thank Thee evermore,
Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing,
For Thy bleeding and Thy dying,
For that last triumphant cry,
And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high.

Text: Public domain

POSTLUDE
“Prelude and Fugue in G Major” J. S.Bach

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright
© 1973, 1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights
reserve worldwide. www.zondervan.com Hymns used by permission. OneLicense.net
#A-725523
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