
A Season of Giving
by Pastor Laesch
Lent always begins with the temptation of Jesus. 

This year St. Luke brings us the story: “Jesus, full of the 
Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the 
Spirit in the desert, where for forty days he was tempted 
by the devil…” Luke 4:1-2
So Lent begins with choices. Jesus could have cho-

sen power, glory, compromise, ease. But He didn’t. 
Jesus chose obedience, sacrifice, a cross, death - because He chose you and 
me. Despite the temptation of the devil, despite the difficulty He faced, 
Christ made the right choice.
We make choices too. Some are easy, some are difficult. That’s what a 

father found out. He returned to his suburban home from a nearby farm. In 
each hand he carried a bucket filled with cow manure for his garden. Look-
ing at the smelly mixture, his curious 4-year-old asked, “What’s that for?” 
Dad replied, “It’s for our strawberries.” Looking at her father’s face to see if 
he was joking, then at the manure, the child asked: “Can I have mine with 
cool whip instead?” Some decisions are easy.

In love, Jesus made the hard choice to 
die on the cross. And that difficult 
choice has given us eternal life.

Jesus’ choices were not so easy. But Jesus willingly chose to be nailed to 
a cross. If that was our choice, most of us would choose to live! But Jesus 
knew that our eternity rested on His decision. In love, Jesus made the hard 
choice to die on the cross. And that difficult choice has given us eternal life.
There’s another choice that people often make during this season: they 

choose to “give up” something for Lent. In a way, we can think of Lent as 
a time of giving. We give our sins to the Savior, our fears to the Father, our 
guilt to the Spirit. We give a little extra time to our Triune God in worship, 
some extra prayer for those who hurt, a few extra offerings to those in need. 
Considering His choice (you and me!), it’s a pretty easy choice to make 
Lent a season of giving.  >>>
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  Hunt
Easter EggThe Mary-Martha Guild would like to 

thank everyone who supported our annual 
Christmas Cookie Sale. 

Monday March 14 at 6:30, Mary-Martha 
Guild will hold its regular meeting. Our 
guest speaker will be Mary Laesch, Chapel’s 
Children and Family Ministry Coordinator.
Our Spring Bake Sale will be held on 

Palm Sunday, April 10. A recipient of the 
proceeds will be announced in the Chapel 
Weekly later. Thank you in advance for your 
support.

On Monday April 11 at 6:30, Leslie 
Bertsch will be our guest speaker. She is 
a Missouri University field Specialist in 
Nutrition and Health. She is a registered 
dietician who will speak to us about our 
diets and how we can incorporate grains 
into them.

Monday May 9 at 6:30, we will hold a 
regular business meeting. At this meeting 
we will decide how to disperse our mission 
monies.

Monday June 13 at 6:30, The last meet-
ing before the summer break will be our  
annual Installation Dinner. The dinner will 
be held at Cannoli’s Restaurant in Florissant. 
Information on price and reservations will 
be announced in the Chapel Weekly.  >>>

Tree of Life Summer Program
by Mary Laesch, Coordinator for Children and Family Ministry

This summer, Chapel of the Cross will present The Tree of Life: God’s 
Promise of Salvation, a summer program for all ages. The Tree of Life ex-
plores God’s great plan of salvation for all people as it guides participants 
through ten key Bible narratives from Genesis to Revelation.
  Sermons, adult and 

youth Bible stud-
ies, Sunday School, 
home devotionals, 
and Family Kits 
will bring every age 
together to learn, re-
member, and rejoice 
in God’s love for us in 
Jesus Christ.   >>>

Martha
Mary

GUILD
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Children
and

 by Mary Laesch, Coordinator for Children and Family Ministry

Sunday School = Faith + Fun!
Every Sunday at 9:45 a.m., children and adult leaders 

gather to learn about Jesus’ love for us and enjoy time with 
our church friends. What do we do in Sunday School? We 
sing (and dance a little), learn a Bible account, talk about 
how God is working in our lives, enjoy a snack, play a game 
or create a craft, and pray to Jesus our Savior!
All children in preschool through Grade 5 are invited to 

join us in the church’s lower level for Sunday School each 
week. Adults, if you want to join in on the fun and faith-
building, contact Mary Laesch to see how you can help! 
See you this Sunday!

Vacation Bible School: The Tree of Life
Everyone is invited to this year’s Weekend Vacation Bible 

School: The Tree ofLife. This family-oriented VBS will begin 
Friday evening, June 10, continue on Saturday, June 11, 
and conclude with Sunday morning worship on Sunday, 
June 12. Children and adults alike will enjoy songs, Bible 
accounts, games, snacks, crafts, and activities that demon-
strate how the promise of new life through Jesus our Savior 
is woven throughout all of Scripture. The Tree of Life VBS 
will kickoff our church-wide summer program. Mark it on 
your calendar, and plan to invite a friend!   >>>

youth
M I N I S  R Y
CHAPEL OF THE CROSS by Jim Marriott

Confirmation
We will hold our annual confirmation service on Sunday, 

May 1st at the 11 :00 service. We look forward to confirm-
ing the faith of David Briley, Kamia Cleveland, Jayden 
Hill, Reghan Johnson, Zeke Laesch, and Joel Marriott. 
Please mark your calendars for this wonderful celebration!

National Youth Gathering
This summer, the high school youth from Chapel of the 

Cross have the opportunity to attend the National Youth 
Gathering of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. The 
Gathering occurs once every three years. This year, it will 
be held in Houston, TX, from July 9-13. Preparations for 
the trip are already underway! For a variety of reasons, we 
will not be fundraising for the Gathering this year. How-
ever, if you feel led to help financially support the youth 
and adults who will be attending this event, please contact 
Pastor Jim Marriott.

Youth activities
We continue to hold monthly youth activities. Recent 

highlights have included an epic pickup basketball game, 

a service event doing yardwork at a member’s house, and 
other opportunities to share food and fellowship. Our 
youth also continue to meet Sunday during the education 
hour, whether for Bible Study or for Confirmation class.
Please continue to hold our youth in prayer and in love!  >>>
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Chapel Life Team’s Mission Statement:
“Motivated by the Gospel and the great love God has demonstrated to us in Jesus Christ,  

the Life Team of Chapel of the Cross Lutheran exists to equip our church to celebrate,  
defend, and care for life at all stages.”

www.lutheransforlife.orgby Jill McEuen

Sheep Need a Shepherd
by Barbara Lane Geistfeld, D.V.M., LFL Regional Director of Texas

What do you know about sheep? Sheep were one of the 
very first animals domesticated by mankind. (Only dogs 
have been domesticated longer!) Records show them in 
Mesopotamia, the northern end of the fertile crescent in 
the valleys of the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers, thousands of 
years ago. The Patriarch Abraham was from Ur of the Chal-
dees, a city in that region, and, of course, he was a shepherd, 
as were his descendants. Isaac, Jacob, and David—perhaps 
the most famous shepherd of all 
time—earned their livelihoods herd-
ing sheep. The four “Ms” of animal 
husbandry—Meat, Milk, Manure, 
Money—sustain the shepherd. With 
sheep, one can add wool for addi-
tional benefits such as clothing and 
homes (including tents!).
Sheep have some obvious charac-

teristics. They are flock animals and 
extremely gregarious, and they tend to stay together in their 
flock. They follow a dominance hierarchy which is why 
they follow a leader, whether another sheep or the shep-
herd. They tend to stick close to one another and become 
stressed if separated from the rest of the flock. When pan-
icked, they scatter and flee. And, like some humans, sheep 
are food-oriented and can be led back to the flock with a 
tasty morsel. Who knew?
And finally, sheep are not as unintelligent as they look! 

Studies show them on a par with cattle, just below pigs. 
They communicate with each other by various sounds, 
and sight is also critical. When grazing, they often lift 
their heads to look around and make sure the others are 
near. They can recognize both sheep and human faces and 
remember them for years. And if they recognize faces, 
you can be sure they recognize the voice of the shepherd. 
If worked with patiently, sheep will even learn their own 
names and come to the shepherd when called by name.
Where am I going with all of this? The word “sheep” is in 

the Bible over 500 times! Shepherding is one of the bed-
rocks of Hebrew and Jewish culture—and Jesus was part 
of that culture. Those around him, no matter what their 
occupation, certainly understood sheep and analogies to 
sheep. Go back and read again the characteristics of this 
humble creature.
Over and over in the Scriptures, Jesus compares you and 

me to sheep—and Jesus Himself is the ultimate Shepherd. 
John 10 has a beautiful treatise on sheep—both four-legged 

and two-legged: “But he who 
enters by the door is the shepherd 
of the sheep … The sheep hear his 
voice, and he calls his own sheep 
by name and leads them out. 
When he has brought out all his 
own, he goes before them, and the 
sheep follow him, for they know 
his voice …

“This figure of speech Jesus used 
with them, but they did not understand what he was say-
ing to them. So Jesus again said to them, ‘Truly, truly, I 
say to you, I am the door of the sheep … If anyone enters 
by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find 
pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. 
I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down 
his life for the sheep … I know my own and my own 
know me … And I have other sheep that are not of this 
fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my 
voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.’”
We would do well to remember the words of our Shepherd 

and to stick together with the true flock and not be panicked 
into scattering and fleeing. We should raise our heads often 
and make sure we are still with the right flock and the right 
Shepherd. We will surely prosper and find good pasture when 
we remember His face and His voice and follow only the One 
we know to be our Shepherd—the One who laid down His 
life for us and calls us by name. Listen to Him!  >>>
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The AH-HA Experience of Aging 
GRATEfully and GRACEfully

I like being older! As each of us grows older, together, day 
by day, we have so much to share and to offer those young-
er and even those older than we are. The Lord continues 
to give us each day as a gift to celebrate and to serve other 
people. We need to enable one another to deal both with 
aging and with dying. As Parker Palmer states “One is a 
privilege and the other one is not up for negotiation!”
You and I no doubt have met older people who are not 

enjoying the aging process ‘Old age is for Sissies,” goes one 
quote. “Aging Sucks,” is another downer. We live in a cul-
ture that celebrates youth disparages old age and discourag-
es us to face our mortality. How do we go about reframing 
aging to be seen as a passage of discovery and engagement 
of life rather than seeing aging as a decline in action and 
significance?
Let me suggest that one significant way is to continue to 

focus on the AH-HA’s of living a life in the Lord! We live 
on “this Side” of the Resurrection, and so we know how it 
all turns out! The Lord lives-in us! We are His, because of 
what He has already done for us! This means that for us, ag-
ing is all about knowing that even when there seems to be 
little or no hope in this world, we know, in faith that there 
is hope...and His name is Jesus!
We can seek ways in our daily lives to “Grow B/Old 

Gratefully and Gracefully! We can see the gift of humor all 
around us if we only look and listen for it - in ourselves and 
in our own “Holy Huddles” called families, churches, and 
communities.
I like the quote, “Until further notice, celebrate every-

thing!” The Lord has given us yet another day to share 
the JOYS and the hopes that are ours, because of His life, 
death, and resurrection!
Looking for that “perfect” medicine to heal our aches and 

breaks? Look no further— it’s called “AH-HA living a life 
in the Lord! This “medicine:”
1. Helps to maintain a positive perspective on life;
2. Gives us a sense of Resurrection power; 
3. Helps us to cope with the “oh-oh” of life;

4. Helps to establish communication and rapport  
with others;
5. Relieves tension;
6. Increases learning and retention;
7. Makes people wonder what you’re up to;
8. Helps to make us take our lives “not so seriously” be-

cause the Lord has already done it all for us;
9. Is also called “carbonated holiness;” 
10. Shows us that Laughter is another way of “crossing 

ourselves” to remind one another that we ARE His!
As we age GRATEfully and GRACEfully, we learn aging 

well, and also dying well, like everything else worth doing, 
takes practice. Let us join together, the younger and the older, 
to learn the AH-HA’s of living and dying well, in the Lord! 
Discussion questions:
1. What makes you “happy” and brings you “AH-HA’s,” 

in life?
2. What prevents you from seeing and sensing those  

“AH-HA’s?
3. What do you need to do or change in your own life to 

bring more AH-HA’s into life each day?
4. Who can you talk to about making these adjustments
in both your mind and in your actions?
5. What can you do to encourAGE others around you to 

share more of the AH·HA’s of life, both ‘with you and with 
others?  >>>

Living
Senior

by Rich Bimler

Consultant, Lutheran Church Charities and Editor at Large, 
HOPE-FULL Living and Ambassador of Health, Hope and Aging (AH-HA)
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 Ryan Meyer, Director of Music

We are excited to share a number of special worship op-
portunities and events that are coming up this spring at 
Chapel of the Cross. Here are a few of the those we would 
like you to have on your calendars:

Ash Wednesday, on March 2, 
marks the beginning of the Lenten 
Season. Chapel will hold regular mid-
week (Wednesday) services available 
at 11:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
On Saturday, March 26, the band 

and choir from Living Word Lutheran 
High School in Jackson, WI, will be 
helping to lead our 5:00 p.m. wor-
ship. Following the service, at 6:30 
p.m., they will also be performing a 
brief concert in the sanctuary. We 
will be asking for volunteers to help 
prepare and serve a meal that evening as well. Please check 
the welcome center in the coming weeks for sign-up sheets 
and ways to volunteer.
During Holy Week, April 14-17, you are invited to attend 

worship services on Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter 
Vigil, and Easter Sunday.

After hosting the Bach Society Choir at Chapel this past 
Fall, we were honored to be asked to be the North County 
location for the Bach Society’s “Young Artist” Concert on 
Saturday afternoon, April 23. The time for this perfor-

mance is yet to be determined, 
but we will make that information 
available as soon as we have it.
Because of higher COVID restric-

tions in 2020-21, many events 
like funerals and memorials were 
forced to be postponed. On Sat-
urday, April 30, you are invited to 
join with family and friends for a 
special memorial service at 10:30 
a.m. for Pastor Norman C. Meyer, 
who died in the Lord on Decem-
ber 7,2020. A luncheon in the gym 

will immediately follow the service. We are thankful for the 
many years of service that God allowed Pastor Meyer to 
serve at Chapel of the Cross!
On Thursday, May 26, please join us in the culmination 

of the Easter season as we celebrate the Ascension of our 
Lord with a special worship service at 6:30 p.m.  >>>

Music Ministry (March-June 2022)

I Do — Re-New
On February 13, 2022, Chapel had 13 

couples renew their marriage vows.
Pastor Laesch had a short message about 

marriage and its relationship in the Bible. 
It was a lovely service.    >>>



Lenten Schedule
Lenten Midweek Worship
March 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 & April 6

11:00 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.

Palm Sunday
April 9 & 10

5:00 p.m., 8:30 a.m. &11:00 a.m.

Maundy Thursday
April 14

11:00 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.

Good Friday
April 15

12:00 noon & 6:30 p.m.

Easter Vigil
April 16

5:00 p.m.

Easter Sunday
April 17

8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. Your Lifetime 
PLan for GivinG

Have you left a lasting legacy  
of your faith?

Have you blessed your family in the best way?

Have you remembered your favorite ministries?

As you can answer “yes” to each of these questions, I know you 
will experience the peace and joy of knowing God has blessed 
you to be a blessing.

To find out more, contact:

Kirk Mueller—LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor

11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO 63136

314.704.4389

Kirk.mueller@lcms.org

Kirk Mueller
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Transfer Out
Taylor Christian to Zion Lutheran Church,  

  Harvester, MO
Keith Kallstrom to Christ Lutheran Church,  

  Lakeland, FL
Angie Scherer and baptized daughter Charlie to  

  Messiah Lutheran Church, Weldon Springs, MO
  Don and Sue Sistek to Shepherd of the Lake  
  Lutheran Church, Forsyth, MO

Deaths
Minnie Lee Hein (December 1, 2021)
Philip H. Hein (February 7, 2022)
Fred W. Schroeder (November 27, 2021)

Former number of members: 875
Gains                    +0
Losses:                    -8
New number of members:      867

Membership Matters

Let Us Know!
Please call the church office (314-741-3737) if you:

• Have a new phone number or email
• Are sick, facing a surgery, or hospitalization

• Are unable to attend worship
• Are in need of prayer 

Contributions for the Summer 2022
 issue of CrossRoads are due by 

Sunday, June 5.

Stewardship Thought
Luke 6:20-21—”Blessed are you who are poor, for yours 

is the Kingdom of God. Blessed are you who are hungry 
now, for you shall be satisfied.” The beatitudes are largely 
about emptiness. If you’re poor, your pockets are empty. If you 
are hungry, your stomach is empty. If you are morning, there’s 
emptiness in your heart that used to be filled with the presence 
of a loved one. Jesus assures us in each case that the Lord will 
fill our emptiness. That assurance gives us not only peace, but 
also courage to follow the Lord faithfully.   >>>



Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran 
exists to show the love of Jesus to 
the people of North County and 
beyond so that all may have a 
living relationship with Christ.

Sunday Worship Services
8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m.

Sunday School, Youth, and Adult Classes
9:45 a.m.

Saturday Evening Worship Service
5:00 p.m.

Holy Communion
1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday of the month: 8:30 a.m.

2nd, 4th and 5th Sunday of the month: 11:00 a.m.
1st, 3rd and 5th Saturday of the month: 5:00 p.m.
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