
The Tree of Life
by Pastor Laesch
It’s been happening for the last few years. The tree 

at the top of the driveway - a large, 40-foot-tall ash 
tree - has been showing signs of thinning. A few dead 
branches. The leaves falling a little earlier in the fall 
than usual. Last summer I thought, maybe it’s just 
going through a rough patch. It will come back next 
year. This year, not a bud - not a single leaf. There’s no 
denying it. It’s dead. Time to call the tree trimmers to remove it before it 
falls on my garage.
It’s sad, really. A huge, living organism; at one time providing beauty, 

giving shade, now stands starkly naked at the side of my driveway - a tree 
once so full of life, now is a tree of death. 
Theologically speaking, the Bible speaks of a tree of death too. The cross 

is that kind of tree: Two wooden beams of torture on which the Son of 
God took His last breath. It’s a tree of death.  
But if you think about it, it is because of the death that happened on that 

tree that we have life. Because of Jesus’ suffering and death, our sins are 
forgiven, our salvation is accomplished, heaven is sure for us. We have life 
- eternal life - because of the tree of the cross. Maybe it isn’t a tree of death 
after all. In fact, we could call it the Tree of Life!
This summer we will spend 10 weeks studying together in Bible class, 

Sunday school, and in worship in a series called The Tree of Life: God’s 
Promise of Salvation. In those ten weeks we will examine God’s plan of 
salvation as it unfolds throughout Scripture and is fulfilled in the life, 

ministry, death, and 
resurrection of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
And we will see that 
the tree of the cross is 
no dead tree! The tree 
of the cross is a grace-
filled, joy-giving, 
mercy-sharing tree of 
life.  >>>
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by Bill Rusnak, Director of Adult Ministry

Branson 2022
May 2 and 3 was our long awaited return trip to Branson, Mis-

souri. 45 members and friends from area churches and former 
members joined for a one night trip to catch a 3:00 p.m. viewing of 
Jesus at the Sight and Sound Theater, which was by far the highlight 
of the two day bus trip. We then enjoyed a wonderful dinner at 
the Grand Country Buffet, followed by a 7:00 p.m. variety Grand 
Jubilee Stage Show. Following a nice breakfast at Branson Towers, 
we loaded up the bus to leave for the 10:00 a.m. Opry Theatre’s 
production of the comedy play Smoke on the Mountain followed 
by lunch at McFarland’s.  >>>

On Monday, April 11, Chapel had its first Home-
bound and Seniors’ service and luncheon since the 
Covid era began. What a beautiful event it was. The 
day began at 11 :00 a.m. with a Communion service 
in church. After the service we gathered in the gym for 
a wonderful meal of ham, baked potatoes, vegetables, 
and homemade dessert. Our members who were un-
able to make it to this event by themselves were given 
rides by family and friends, some were transported to 
church in our bus or private member vehicles. This time we had 75 people be a part of this special event which is held twice each year, 
the Monday of Holy Week, and the Monday before Thanksgiving. Included in this number are 7 staff and worship leaders, and 13 cooks 
and servers. This was a very special day for all, worshipping together, having two meals together (Communion and the luncheon), and 
enjoying each other’s company. We look forward to the next one planned for November.  >>>

GriefShare
We have wrapped up another cycle of GriefShare and had 5 people 

attend the program at various points this time. We continue to mar-
vel at how God can help people in the very difficult and challeng-
ing journey through grief - from mourning to joy. The next cycle 
will start the second week of August on Tuesday the 9th at 2:00 
p.m., and Thursday the 11th at 6:30 p.m. Those who have been in 
GriefShare come, learn, share, and connect in support of each other, 
focused on the Word of God. If you haven’t attended GriefShare be-
fore but would like to be a part of our meetings, you are more than 
welcome to come! Contact Bill Rusnak, Christy Boehmer, Vanessa 
Morris, or Jayme Zvirgzdinz for more information.  >>> 

Homebound and Seniors’ Service and Luncheon
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Your Life Story as a Senior Adult
Senior years are sometimes referred to as the “wisdom 

years.” Seniors can look back on their years and ask the 
question “What have I learned?” And it is true that seniors 
have had a lot of time for learning to take place.
There are a variety of terms that are used concerning your 

life story:
1. Your Journey of life
2. A life review
3. Milestones
4. Life-mapping
5. Your spiritual story
6. An Autobiography
It can be very helpful to participate in a life review as one 

looks back at all the different stages in life and recognizing 
how God has been at work in your life, how God has 
brought you through difficult times, how God has brought 
His blessings to your life, and how God has used your 
experiences to bring you to this senior stage in your life.
This life review could be written out on paper, or just 

make some notes, or have someone bring a tape recorder 
and record your life review as you talk. You could ask 

someone to listen to the tape and put it into writing for 
you. This life review becomes a very valuable tool to 
share with your family, friends, and with your church 
community. It provides a great witness of how God has 
and is working in and through your life.
Sometimes people have the feeling that sharing their 

life story is a little egotistical in that it might give the 
impression that you are building yourself up in a boastful 
way. But that is not the purpose of sharing your life story. 
We Christians share our life story as a way of giving our 
witness as to how God has worked in and through our 
lives. All of the honor, all of the boasting, all of the thanks, 
all of the attention is focused on a gracious God Who has 
revealed Himself through the person and work of Jesus that 
has been reflected in and through your life. Your life story 
as a senior thus becomes your witness of faith.  >>>

Living
Senior

by Rich Bimler

Consultant, Lutheran Church Charities and Editor at Large, 
HOPE-FULL Living and Ambassador of Health, Hope and Aging (AH-HA)

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
I would like to update everyone on Pastor Ellory. He is 

doing well and has improved much since January. He has 
his own power chair with all the bells and whistles. It has 
head lights, blinkers, back up lights and a horn. He can get 
around quite well. He has use of his shoulders and arms 
and some use of his hands. They get better every day. It will 
take time, but he is up to the challenge with God’s help and 
continued blessings.
We have read all the cards that have been sent and wish 

to thank all for their support. We also appreciate all the 
prayers for Pastor’s continued healing.
We are expecting Pastor to be home by the end of June. 

He then plans to finish his papers for his last class, so he 
can continue classes this fall. He is also looking forward to 
joining all in worship as soon as is possible.

In Christ.
Pastor Ellory and Kathy  >>>

Contributions for the Fall 2022
 issue of CrossRoads are due by 

Sunday, August 28
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Chapel Life Team’s Mission Statement:
“Motivated by the Gospel and the great love God has demonstrated to us in Jesus Christ,  

the Life Team of Chapel of the Cross Lutheran exists to equip our church to celebrate,  
defend, and care for life at all stages.”

www.lutheransforlife.orgby Jill McEuen

When She Says, “I’m Pregnant”
by Pastor Michael Salemink     LifeDate Fall 2021

It’s your daughter. It’s your girlfriend. 
It’s your sister or your classmate or your 
coworker. It’s a surprise pregnancy. Now 
what?
What can you say that will keep a surprise 

from becoming a crisis and prevent a crisis 
from turning into tragedy? With which 
words will you bring in God and His Gos-
pel? How will you embody love and truth, 
courage and compassion?
This moment can make an eternal life-or-

death difference.
Take a breath. Allow yourself to be 

stunned. It’s a really big deal, and you’re not 
a robot. But right now it’s not about what 
you feel or what you need. Don’t interro-
gate. Don’t accuse. Don’t vent your outrage. 
Don’t raise your volume. The Father Almighty has prepared 
you, positioned you, appointed you to minister for Him in 
service to her.

Say, “Thank you for telling me.” Appreciate that she’s 
invited you into a sacred and sensitive space. Affirm 
she’s done the right thing by sharing her anxiety and 
vulnerability. Assure her you love her no matter what 
happens.

Ask, “How are you feeling,” and then listen. It 
communicates the sanctity of her life to focus first on her. 
It also allows her room to reveal what details she feels are 
especially pressing. And it signals your willingness to come 
alongside her and carry these crosses with her.

Tell her, “I’m sorry.” This indicates you acknowledge 
the difficulties she’s facing. You’re validating her internal 
sense that some aspects of the situation aren’t ideal. She 
receives permission to grieve and even to confess what 
she views as failures.

Ask, “What do you need,” and 
then listen. In this way, she can 
unload all the concerns complicat-
ing her circumstances. Identifying 
them empowers both you and her 
eventually to address them together. 
You’re extending a gentle invitation 
to have hope and envision a way 
forward.

Promise, “We will get through 
this.” She’s come to you looking for 
community and to know she won’t go 
it alone. Your fellowship is the most 
important and powerful aid you can 
offer. The best way to persuade her 
that every life’s a precious treasure is 
to treat hers as a gift and privilege.

Ask, “May we pray?” Thank the Heavenly Father for 
sustaining our lives and taking care of our hearts. Ask His 
forgiveness for our sinful shortcomings. Implore Him to 
protect, preserve, provide, enlighten, and guide.

Ask, “May we make a plan?” Would she like to schedule 
the doctor? Would she like to talk to the pastor? Would she 
like to connect with the pregnancy resource center? Would 
she like to inform any one else?

Offer appropriate affection. Take her hands in yours. 
Wrap an arm around her shoulder. Hug. Let her cry. Weep 
with her. Show her the Incarnate God is not afraid to take 
hold of her, that she need not be ashamed of human bodies, 
hers or her baby’s.

Say, “Congratulations and thanks be to God!” 
Pregnancy is never a sin, and motherhood, even amid 
afflictions, is always a blessing. Our Lord has honored her 
with this holy vocation. She and her baby belong to Him 
from this time forth and forevermore!  >>>
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• FLORISSANT •
619 St. Francois St.

Florissant, MO 63031
Phone: (314) 839-2020

• WEST •
2211 Clarkson Road

Chesterfield, MO 63017
Phone: (636) 532-2400

Time to Get to the Root of Things!
by Bill Rusnak – Director of Adult Ministry

“But the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control; 
against such things there 
is no law. And those who 
belong to Christ Jesus 
have crucified the flesh 
with its passions and 
desires. If we live by the 
Spirit, let us also keep in 

step with the Spirit.” Galatians 5:22-25.
As Christians, we are called to bear fruit. But fruit comes from 

trees, right? Embracing the Christian life means turning to Christ 
and all that He said. He is our Tree of Life. In This Summer Series, 
we are enjoying from June 19 through August 21,2022, we will 
hear sermons, study in Bible classes, VBS, and a thorough children’s 
Sunday curriculum all pointing to God’s saving work in Christ. 
Through ten key Biblical accounts, everyone at church, from the 
oldest to the youngest, can dig into the Scriptures together. 

The Ten Accounts Covered are:
1. The Beginning of Our Story: Genesis 3:1-15
2. God’s Plan for Abraham: Genesis 12:1-8; 22:1-14
3. The Passover Lamb: Exodus 12:1-13, 29-42
4. Slaying the Giant: 1 Samuel 17:4-18, 38-51
5. Delivered from the Lions: Daniel 6:1-23
6. Jesus Is Baptized into God’s Plan: Matthew 3:13-17
7. Jesus Preaches the Kingdom of Heaven: Matthew 4:3-11;  

      Luke 4:31-44
8. God’s Plan of Salvation Completed: Luke 23:26, 32-46
9. Jesus Conquers Death: John 20:11-18
10. The End of Our Story: Revelation 21:1-8; 22:1-14

This series flows from our Church’s 2022 Theme; Anchored in 
Christ from Hebrews 6. Trees are anchored by roots! The righ-
teous reign of this branch was prophesied in Isaiah 11:1-2 “There 
shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from 
his roots shall bear fruit. And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon 
him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel 
and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. And his 
delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.”

May God bless our summer series as He feeds, prunes, and 
waters His fruit in us.  >>>

Lutheran Federal Credit Union
Did you know that there is a credit union for 

Lutherans? Lutheran Federal Credit Union exists 
solely to serve the individuals and ministries of 
the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. LFCU 
offers a complete range of financial products and 
services at competitive rates and also supports 
LCMS ministries. Pick up a brochure at the 
Welcome Center or check out their website at 
www.LutheranFCU.org  >>>

Easter Egg Hunt — April 16, 2022



Your Lifetime 
PLan for GivinG

Have you left a lasting legacy  
of your faith?

Have you blessed your family in the best way?

Have you remembered your favorite ministries?

As you can answer “yes” to each of these questions, I know you 
will experience the peace and joy of knowing God has blessed 
you to be a blessing.

To find out more, contact:

Kirk Mueller—LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor

11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO 63136

314.704.4389

Kirk.mueller@lcms.org

Kirk Mueller
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     Confirmations (May 1, 2022)
David Jonathon Briley 
Kamia Rae Cleveland
Reghan Gabrielle Johnson
Ezekiel David Laesch
Jayden Lawrence Littlejohn-Hill
Joel Thomas Marriott

Affirmation of Faith
Marguerite Barge

Transfer Out
Abigail Ruth Curley (baptized child) to Trinity Lutheran 

  Church, Atchison, KS
Patricia Miller to Emmaus Lutheran Church, Dorsey, IL
James Rawlings to Immanuel Lutheran Church,  

  Wentzville, MO 

Deaths
George L. Gray (December 7, 2021)
Theresa Miller (March 19, 2022)
Konrad J. Scheffel (December 25, 2019)
Craig M. Seavert (August 2, 2020)
Evelyn E. Seavert (May 6, 2022)
Robert Whiteaker (May 9, 2022)

Former number of members:     866
Gains                    +7
Losses:                    -8
New number of members:           865

Membership Matters

Mary-Martha Guild
The Mary-Martha Guild is taking a break this summer and will soon begin planning our agenda for our 2022-2023 meetings.

Listed below is a summary of our contributions and supporting payments made during our 2021-2022 term.

AMOUNT     RECIPIENT
$ 2,123 00  Day3 Seeds. Inc.
$ 826.00  LWML St Louis North Zone - Mite Collections thru May - $528.00/MMG Meetings and $298.00/Congregation
$ 693.00  COTC - Ukrainian Effort
$ 350.00  Rev. Ellory Glenn - Gift
$ 350.00  COTC - Helplnq Hands Food Pantry
$ 320.00  LWML - Convention Reqistration Fees for Two MMG Deleqates
$ 300.00 COTC - Benevolent Fund
$ 150.00 LWML - Quarterlies Order
$ 150.00  LWML-Dues
$ 75.00  COTC - Radio Broadcast for LWML Sunday
$ 15.00   COTC - Memorial- MMG Member Marla Ackerman
$ 5,352.00  TOTAL

Our lord and Savior has again richly blessed the efforts of the Mary-Martha Guild.
We sincerely thank all of you for your dedication and support.  >>>



Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran 
exists to show the love of Jesus to 
the people of North County and 
beyond so that all may have a 
living relationship with Christ.

Sunday Worship Services
8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m.

Sunday School, Youth, and Adult Classes
9:45 a.m.

Saturday Evening Worship Service
5:00 p.m.

Holy Communion
1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday of the month: 8:30 a.m.

2nd, 4th and 5th Sunday of the month: 11:00 a.m.
1st, 3rd and 5th Saturday of the month: 5:00 p.m.
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