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Welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran! 
 

To Our Visitors 

We offer you a very warm welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran!  We are happy to have 

you worshipping with us and hope that your worship here today and the Word of God that is 

shared will assist you in the week ahead.  If you are looking for a church home, we hope that you 

would prayerfully consider making Chapel of the Cross that home.  Please take home one of our 

Welcome Brochures which are located in the pews and on the podium in the Commons Area.  

May God bless your week! 

 

Nursery 

If you need to take your infant or toddler out of the worship service, the nursery is available for 

your use.  The worship service is broadcast to the nursery.  During the Sunday 9:45 a.m. 

Discipleship Hour, the nursery is staffed for children ages 0-2.  An usher or greeter will be happy 

to show you where it is located. 

 

Sunday School and Bible Study 

We have an exciting Sunday School program called Kingdom Quest  for children age 2 and up. 

We also offer Bible studies for youth and adults at 9:45 a.m.  Sunday School rooms are in the 

Lower Level.  Check the Chapel Weekly handout and hallway posters for Bible study locations.  

An usher or greeter will be happy to take you to the appropriate place. 

 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion is celebrated regularly and often here at Chapel of the Cross.  If you have 

questions about Holy Communion and what we as a church believe about it, please speak with 

the Pastor before the service.  Children are invited to come to the Communion rail with their 

parents for a blessing. 

 

Sound Enhancement Devices 
If you are hearing impaired there are sound enhancement devices available.  Please ask an usher 

for a personal receiver. 

 

Refreshments 
Please join us before and after the Discipleship Hour for coffee and donuts in the Lower Level 

Commons. 
 

 

 

  
 

The Mission of Chapel of the Cross 
 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of 

North County and beyond so that all may have a living relationship with Christ. 
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Twenty-Third Sunday After Pentecost 
November 16 & 17, 2019 

5:00 p.m. & 8:30 a.m. 

 

AS WE GATHER 
During Holy Week, Jesus announced that the temple would be destroyed, and that 

started a discussion about calamities in history and the Last Day. All that Jesus said 

would happen is already part of history: wars, earthquakes, famines, floods, and 

astronomical events. The signs of the times tell us the Last Day is near. For some people, 

it will be a time of judgment, but for followers of our Lord, His return will be a sign that 

our “redemption is drawing near.” Malachi says in joy they “shall go out leaping like 

calves from the stall.” And the psalm calls on all creation to rejoice. Even the rivers 

should “clap their hands!” Before that Last Day, Paul urges, we ought to rely on the 

Lord’s faithfulness, get to work, and try not to be a burden to anyone. Today is already a 

day to “sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things” (Psalm 98:1). 

 

 

PRELUDE 
 “How Firm a Foundation”                setting by Jeffrey Blersch  

         
The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the altar reminding   

us that Christ leads us into the presence of God. 

 
 PREPARATION  

 
 

Please stand 

ENTRANCE HYMN        
 728   How Firm a Foundation 
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INVOCATION 
Leader: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   

Leader: Looking toward Christ’s return in judgment and the gracious gift of His 

own righteousness, let us confess our sins to God, our Father. 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in our thoughts, words, and 

actions. We are bound to sin without Your forgiveness and help. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will 

this day and walk in Your ways until the dawning of the day of Your 

return. Amen. 

 

Leader: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 

for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus 

Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on 

them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, 

bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

People: Amen. 
 

 

 

  
HYMN OF PRAISE 
 808  O Sing to the Lord 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Leader: Let us pray. 

 O Lord, almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly great 

and precious promises to those who trust in You. 

People: Rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may 

live and abide forever in Your Son, 

 

Leader: who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

People: Amen. 

 
EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 
WELCOME 

 
 WORD  

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING       Malachi 4:1–6  

(Malachi foretells the Day of the Lord and Elijah’s coming.) 
 
1 "Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant and every 

evildoer will be stubble, and that day that is coming will set them on fire," says the 

LORD Almighty. "Not a root or a branch will be left to them. 2 But for you who revere 

my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings. And you will go 

out and leap like calves released from the stall. 3 Then you will trample down the 

wicked; they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day when I do these 

things," says the LORD Almighty.  

              (Continued on next page) 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/malachi/4.html
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4 "Remember the law of my servant Moses, the decrees and laws I gave him at Horeb for 

all Israel.  

 
5 "See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day of the LORD 

comes. 6 He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the 

children to their fathers; or else I will come and strike the land with a curse." 

                 
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALMODY                  Psalm 98 

Leader:  Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things; his right 

hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.  

People:  The LORD has made his salvation known and revealed his 

righteousness to the nations. 

 

Leader:  He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to the house of Israel; 

all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.  

People:  Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth, burst into jubilant song with 

music;  

 

Leader:  make music to the LORD with the harp, with the harp and the sound of 

singing, 

 People:  with trumpets and the blast of the ram's horn-- shout for joy before the  

    LORD, the King.  

 

 Leader:  Let the sea resound, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.   

 People:  Let the rivers clap their hands, let the mountains sing together for joy;  

 

All:   let them sing before the LORD, for he comes to judge the earth. He will 

             judge all the world in righteousness and the peoples with equity. 

 
 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/98.html
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EPISTLE                   2 Thessalonians 3:6-13  

(Paul urges keeping busy each day and not being burdensome.) 
 

6 In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers, to keep away from 

every brother who is idle and does not live according to the teaching you received from 

us. 7 For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example. We were not idle 

when we were with you, 8 nor did we eat anyone's food without paying for it. On the 

contrary, we worked night and day, laboring and toiling so that we would not be a 

burden to any of you.  9 We did this, not because we do not have the right to such help, 

but in order to make ourselves a model for you to follow. 10 For even when we were with 

you, we gave you this rule: "If a man will not work, he shall not eat."  

 
11 We hear that some among you are idle. They are not busy; they are busybodies. 12 Such 

people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the bread 

they eat. 13 And as for you, brothers, never tire of doing what is right. 
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand 

Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL        Luke 21:5–28  

(Jesus foretells both the destruction of Jerusalem and the events of the Last Day.) 
 

5 Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned with 

beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated to God. But Jesus said, 6 "As for what you see 

here, the time will come when not one stone will be left on another; every one of them 

will be thrown down."  
 

7 "Teacher," they asked, "when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that 

they are about to take place?"  

                                         
8 He replied: "Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in my name, 

claiming, 'I am he,' and, 'The time is near.' Do not follow them. 9 When you hear of wars 

         (continue on next page) 
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 and revolutions, do not be frightened. These things must happen first, but the end will 

not come right away."  
 

10 Then he said to them: "Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 
11 There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, and fearful 

events and great signs from heaven.  
 

12 "But before all this, they will lay hands on you and persecute you. They will deliver 

you to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors, 

and all on account of my name. 13 This will result in your being witnesses to them. 14 But 

make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves. 15 For I 

will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or 

contradict. 16 You will be betrayed even by parents, brothers, relatives and friends, and 

they will put some of you to death. 17 All men will hate you because of me. 18 But not a 

hair of your head will perish. 19 By standing firm you will gain life.  
 

20 "When you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies, you will know that its 

desolation is near. 21 Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those in 

the city get out, and let those in the country not enter the city. 22 For this is the time of  

              (Continued on next page.) 

punishment in fulfillment of all that has been written. 23 How dreadful it will be in those 

days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! There will be great distress in the land 

and wrath against this people. 24 They will fall by the sword and will be taken as 

prisoners to all the nations. Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times 

of the Gentiles are fulfilled.  
 

25 "There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in 

anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. 26 Men will faint from 

terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be 

shaken. 27 At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and 

great glory. 28 When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, 

because your redemption is drawing near." 
 

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/21.html
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HYMN OF THE WORD  

  508    The Day is Surely Drawing Near 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 My Savior paid the debt I owe  And for my sin was smitten; 

Within the Book of Life I know  My name has now been written. 

I will not doubt, for I am free,  And Satan cannot threaten me; 

There is no condemnation! 

 

7 O Jesus Christ, do not delay,  But hasten our salvation; 

We often tremble on our way  In fear and tribulation.  

O hear and grant our fervent plea:  Come, mighty judge, and set us free 

From death and ev’ry evil. 
 

Public domain 

 

 

 
PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
  

 



 8 
 

Please stand 

DEDICATION OF COMMITMENTS 
Leader: Let us dedicate our commitments to the Lord. 

People: Gracious Father, we praise You for Your great gifts to us in Jesus Christ. 

  We rejoice that we are forgiven, loved and called by You into Your  

  family, the church. You have called us to be Your people empowered by 

  Your Spirit to live for You and others in this world. 
 

  Because of Your great love You give to us, we make these commitments  

  to You, trusting in You to empower us to follow through with these  

  promises. Accept them and use us and these commitments to Your  

  glory and for the advancement of the Gospel and the growth of Your  

  kingdom in this community and throughout the world. In the name of  

  Christ our Lord we pray. Amen. 

 
Please stand 

NICENE CREED                     
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 
                                 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 

made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 

for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 

Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 

Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end.   
                                                                               

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 

the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  
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OFFERING 
“My Lord, What a Morning”                            setting by John Leavitt 

    

refrain  My Lord, what a morning, 

                  When the stars begin to fall. 

  

  1  You’ll hear the trumpet sound,  

                  To wake the nations underground, 

                  Looking to my God’s right hand,  

                 When the stars begin to fall. Refrain 

 

2  You’ll hear the sinner cry………. 

 

3  You’ll hear the Christian shout………. 
 

Public domain 

 

 

Please stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Leader:   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all         

                     people according to their needs.               
 

+ + + Special Intercessions + + + 

              Each concluding:     Leader:  Lord, in Your mercy,    People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Leader:             Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we   

                         pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:       Amen. 
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 SACRAMENT  

 
In the Lord’s Supper we receive Christ’s body and blood in and with the bread and wine.  The two great 

blessings of the Lord’s Supper are the forgiveness of sins and strength to live an improved Christian life.  In 

response to the Lord’s command we are to examine ourselves privately prior to partaking of the Sacrament.  

There are three basic questions on which we should examine ourselves, all of which we should be able to 

answer in the affirmative if we are to partake of the Sacrament worthily:  1) Am I truly sorry for my sins?   

2) Do I believe Jesus Christ is my Savior?  3) Do I promise with God’s help to live a Christian life?  If you 

agree with the above statement, we invite you to the Sacrament. 

 

PREFACE 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you.  

People: And also with you. 

 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.  

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things, took on 

human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary.  For our sake He died on 

the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling 

Your will and gaining for You a holy people.  Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 

Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 
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SANCTUS 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,   

 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

 and said: Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you.  This do in 

 remembrance of me.   
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had  

 given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of you; this is my  

 blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of  

 sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
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PEACE OF THE LORD 
Pastor:       The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People:       And also with you. 

 
AGNUS DEI   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
If you wish to take communion in the pew, please raise your hand when the communion assistant comes 

down the aisle. 
 

When the wine is distributed, individual glasses will be offered first, then the common cup. Communicants 

may take whichever is preferred.  If taking the individual glass, please keep the glass visible so that the 

communion assistant with the common cup will know who has already communed.  
  

Non-alcoholic wine is available in the center of the communion tray for those who have a sensitivity to the 

alcohol in wine. 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 516  Wake, Awake, for Night is flying 

 691   Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing 

 595   O Blessed Spring 
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Please stand 

PRAYER  
Pastor: Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us the blessings of 

forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation in this Sacrament. Keep us strong in 

the faith until that day when our Lord returns and faith is turned to 

joyous sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION    

Pastor:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

            The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

                The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

People:   Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Please turn towards the cross as it is carried out of the church, and remain facing it until the 

hymn is completed.  This symbolizes our following Christ into the world as we leave. 

 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN 

 664    Fight the Good Fight 

  
 

 

POSTLUDE 
 “Festival March”       N. Johnson 
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Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading: 

Malachi 3:13-18; Colossians 1:13-20; Luke 23:27-43 
 

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®.  Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 

by Biblica, Inc.™  Used by permission of Zondervan.  All rights reserve worldwide.   www.zondervan.com  

Hymns used by permission.  OneLicense.net #A-725523  LSB Hymn License.net, Lutheran Service 

Builder.  
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2019 Concordia 

Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

  

http://www.zondervan.com/


 15 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 16 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 17 
 

Serving at Chapel 
 

Preacher:    Theodore Laesch         
 

Liturgists:    5:00 p.m. Alex Goodwin   

     8:30 a.m. Adam Rouse  

     11:00 a.m. James Marriott      
 

Lectors:      8:30 a.m. Milo Lombard 

     11:00 a.m.        Alex Uttley               
 

Acolytes:    8:30 a.m. Caitlin Manno   

     11:00 a.m. Diego Dominguez  

 

Soloist     8:30 a.m. Matt McEuen   
 

Choir:     11:00 a.m.  Children’s Choir 
                            

    

Director:    Jen Schmidt 
 

Organist:     Ryan Meyer 
 

Accompanist:      Ryan Meyer 
                                  

Radio Announcer:   Mike Powell 
 

Elder of the Week:   Glenn Lackey     
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Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran 
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO  63136 

(314) 741-3737                  www.chapelofthecross.org 

Email: office@chapelofthecross.org 
 

 

Worship and Christian Education 
Saturday - 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Worship Service broadcast on KFUO 850 AM Sundays at 6:00 p.m. 

Live internet streaming at www.chapelofthecross.org Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated the 1st and 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month at 8:30 a.m., 

the 2nd and 4th and 5th Sundays of the month at 11:00 a.m.,   

and the 1st and 3rd and 5th Saturdays of the month at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday school for children, Sunday Bible classes for adults and youth – 9:45 a.m. 
 

 

Chapel Ministry Staff 
                         Home Phone                          E-mail 

Theodore Laesch, Pastor                                       355-0688       pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org 

Ellory Glenn, Vicar       369-8014       ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org 

James Marriott, Vicar            (972) 741-5978        james.marriott@chapelofthecross.org 

David Funke, Director of Adult Ministry                           355-2568       dave.funke@chapelofthecross.org 

Ryan Meyer, Director of Music      839-0306       ryan.meyer@chapelofthecross.org 

Bill Rusnak, Director of Family Ministry     200-9797       bill.rusnak@chapelofthecross.org  

Clifford Bischoff, Pastoral Assistant                                    921-1107       pastorbischoff@chapelofthecross.org 

Norman Meyer, Pastoral Assistant                                      499-4032       pastormeyer@chapelofthecross.org 

Orval Mueller, Pastoral Assistant                                        830-3388       pastormueller@chapelofthecross.org 

  
     

  

 

Missions 
Chapel of the Cross supports the ministry of the English District and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

as well as the Lutheran High School Association. We also assist the following ministries and organizations: 
 

 

Lutherans for Life*  Helping Hands Food Pantry*  Hope Seeds* 

Hope Center of Ferguson     Concordia Seminary                                   Apple of His Eye  

Sidewalk Sunday School                   Eric & Linda Funke in Tanzania          Friend of Moms                                              

Chapel Summer Camp  KFUO Radio  

                                                                                                                                 

                  * indicates special emphasis in 2019 

 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran is affiliated with the 

English District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

mailto:pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org
mailto:pastormueller@chapelofthecross.org

