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Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
January 30 & 31, 2021 

5:00 p.m & 8:30 a.m. 

AS WE GATHER 

In today’s Gospel from Mark 1, we are reminded of Jesus’ divine authority in His 

teaching to the people and also in His power over evil spirits. This power and authority 

was foretold by prophets such as Moses, pointing to the One who would fulfill all things 

as the long-awaited perfect prophet and Savior. In that power and authority, Christ has 

won our victory through His death and rising, and we are blessed with freedom in that 

faith to be used to His glory in service to others. 

 

 

 

  

 

PRELUDE 
 “We Are Marching in the Light of God”  arr. for handbells by Hal H. Hopson  

  

 

        
WELCOME 
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 PREPARATION  

 

OPENING HYMN        
 842 Son of God, Eternal Savior (sung by soloists) 

 

1 Son of God, eternal Savior, 

    Source of life and truth and grace, 

Word made flesh, whose birth among us 

    Hallows all our human race, 

You our Head, who, throned in glory, 

    For Your own will ever plead: 

Fill us with Your love and pity, 

    Heal our wrongs, and help our need. 

 

2 As You, Lord, have lived for others, 

    So may we for others live. 

Freely have Your gifts been granted; 

    Freely may Your servants give. 

Yours the gold and Yours the silver, 

    Yours the wealth of land and sea; 

We but stewards of Your bounty 

    Held in solemn trust will be. 

 

3 Come, O Christ, and reign among us, 

    King of love and Prince of Peace; 

Hush the storm of strife and passion, 

    Bid its cruel discords cease. 

By Your patient years of toiling, 

    By Your silent hours of pain, 

Quench our fevered thirst of pleasure, 

    Stem our selfish greed of gain. 

 

 

                    (continued on next page) 
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4 Son of God, eternal Savior, 

    Source of life and truth and grace, 

Word made flesh, whose birth among us 

    Hallows all our human race: 

By Your praying, by Your willing 

    That Your people should be one, 

Grant, O grant our hope’s fruition: 

    Here on earth Your will be done. 

 
Public domain 
 

 

 

Please stand 

INVOCATION 
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION                                             

Pastor:  Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 

People: Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, and in 

whose spirit there is no deceit. 

 

Pastor: As Moses speaks to the people through God, we confess those times we 

do not listen to Your words and close our hearts to You. 

People: Forgive us, Lord. 

 

Pastor: As Paul warns, we confess those times when our freedom in Christ causes 

one who is weak in faith to stumble. 

People: Forgive us, Lord. 

 

Pastor: As Jesus, the long-awaited Prophet and Savior, taught with and showed 

His authority and power, we confess those times when we allow the 

forces of evil to make us forget the deliverance and love of God we have 

in Christ. 

People: Forgive us, Lord. 
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Pastor: With David the psalmist, we humbly come before the Lord and confess 

our sins. 

 

Silence for reflection and confession 

 

Pastor: I acknowledged my sin to You, and I did not cover my iniquity; 

People: I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” and You forgave 

the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Pastor:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His  

  sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of  

  Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the  

  name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. Thanks be to God! 

  

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

 946 Glory to God, We Give You Thanks and Praise (sung by soloists) 

  

1 Glory to God, we give You thanks and praise; 

    Of heav’nly joy and earthly peace we sing. 

We worship You, to You our hearts we raise, 

    Lord God, almighty Father, heav’nly King. 

 

2 Lord Jesus Christ, the Father’s only Son, 

    You bore for us the load of this world’s sin. 

O Lamb of God, Your glorious vict’ry won, 

    Receive our prayer, grant us Your peace within. 

 

3 Alone, O Christ, You only are the Lord, 

    At God’s right hand in majesty most high: 

Who with the Spirit worshiped and adored, 

    With all the heav’nly host we glorify. 

 
© 1991 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Let us pray.  
 

 Lord of all, by Your hands all things were made. In Your Word is power 

over order and chaos, light and darkness, life and death. Grant Your 

Spirit that we become instruments of Yours by Your grace, humbly 

serving You through the perfect Prophet and Savior of this world; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

    

 

 WORD  

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                   Deuteronomy 18:15–20 

(A new prophet like Moses) 
                                      
15 The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own 

brothers. You must listen to him. 16 For this is what you asked of the LORD your God at 

Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said, "Let us not hear the voice of the LORD 

our God nor see this great fire anymore, or we will die."  

 
17 The LORD said to me: "What they say is good. 18 I will raise up for them a prophet like 

you from among their brothers; I will put my words in his mouth, and he will tell them 

everything I command him. 19 If anyone does not listen to my words that the prophet 

speaks in my name, I myself will call him to account. 20 But a prophet who presumes to 

speak in my name anything I have not commanded him to say, or a prophet who speaks 

in the name of other gods, must be put to death."                   
 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE                                                                       1 Corinthians 8:1–13  

(In our freedom, not causing others to stumble) 

 
1 Now about food sacrificed to idols: We know that we all possess knowledge. 

Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2 The man who thinks he knows something 

does not yet know as he ought to know. 3 But the man who loves God is known by God.  

 
4  So then, about eating food sacrificed to idols: We know that an idol is nothing at all in 

the world and that there is no God but one. 5 For even if there are so-called gods, 

whether in heaven or on earth (as indeed there are many "gods" and many "lords"), 6 yet 

for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom all things came and for whom we 

live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things came and through 

whom we live. 
7 But not everyone knows this. Some people are still so accustomed to idols that when 

they eat such food they think of it as having been sacrificed to an idol, and since their 

conscience is weak, it is defiled. 8 But food does not bring us near to God; we are no 

worse if we do not eat, and no better if we do. 

 
9 Be careful, however, that the exercise of your freedom does not become a stumbling 

block to the weak. 10 For if anyone with a weak conscience sees you who have this 

knowledge eating in an idol's temple, won't he be emboldened to eat what has been 

sacrificed to idols? 11 So this weak brother, for whom Christ died, is destroyed by your 

knowledge. 12 When you sin against your brothers in this way and wound their weak 

conscience, you sin against Christ. 13 Therefore, if what I eat causes my brother to fall 

into sin, I will never eat meat again, so that I will not cause him to fall. 
               

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                   Mark 1:21–28  

(Jesus teaches with authority and shows His power over unclean spirits.) 

 
21 They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue 

and began to teach. 22 The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them 

as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the law. 23 Just then a man in their 

synagogue who was possessed by an evil spirit cried out, 24 "What do you want with us, 

Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are--the Holy One of 

God!" 

 
25 "Be quiet!" said Jesus sternly. "Come out of him!" 26 The evil spirit shook the man 

violently and came out of him with a shriek. 

 
27 The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, "What is this? A new 

teaching--and with authority! He even gives orders to evil spirits and they obey him."  
28 News about him spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee.    

   
         

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
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NICENE CREED                     
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 
                                 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 

made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 

for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 

Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 

Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end.   
                                                                               

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 

the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  

 
 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 

 
Please stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor:   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all         

                     people according to their needs.               
 

+ + + Special Intercessions + + + 

              Each concluding:     Pastor:  Lord, in Your mercy,    People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:             Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we   

                         pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:       Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 SACRAMENT  

 
In the Lord’s Supper we receive Christ’s body and blood in and with the bread and wine.  The two great 

blessings of the Lord’s Supper are the forgiveness of sins and strength to live an improved Christian life.  In 

response to the Lord’s command we are to examine ourselves privately prior to partaking of the Sacrament.  

There are three basic questions on which we should examine ourselves, all of which we should be able to 

answer in the affirmative if we are to partake of the Sacrament worthily:  1) Am I truly sorry for my sins?   

2) Do I believe Jesus Christ is my Savior?  3) Do I promise with God’s help to live a Christian life?  If you 

agree with the above statement, we invite you to the Sacrament. 

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,   

 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

 and said: Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you.  This do in 

 remembrance of me.   
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had  

 given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of you; this is my  

 blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of  

 sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

  

 

PEACE OF THE LORD 
Pastor:       The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People:       And also with you. 
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After the Words of Institution are spoken, the bread and wine (sealed in a plastic chalice) will be distributed 

to communicants in the pew. Non-alcoholic elements have the letters “NA” written on the top of the 

chalice. 
 

Please wait to open the sealed chalice until after the bread and wine has been distributed to everyone. When 

all have received the bread and wine, we will all take the body of blood of Christ together at the same time. 
 

The ushers will collect the used communion cup when you are dismissed to leave after the closing hymn. 

 
  

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 

 

 

ANTHEM 

 “Shine on Us, Lord Jesus”                      Lee Dengler 

 
  You are the Light. 

  You guide us in Your way. 

  You are the Way that leads us to truth. 

  You are the Truth that brings to us new life. 

  Shine on us, Lord Jesus. You are the Life. 

  

  Light of the world, we feel the radiance of Your glory. 

  We trust in You to lead us through the night. 

  We find our place within redemption’s story, 

  As we reflect Your love that shines so bright.  
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SILENT PRAYER 

You may pray the following prayer as we give thanks to God for His good gifts: 

 

I thank You, Lord Jesus Christ, that You have permitted me, unworthy as I am, to partake of this 

Your most holy body and this Your most precious blood.  I pray that it may be to me for the 

forgiveness of all my sins, for strength in resisting temptations, for service in Your kingdom and 

finally for the glories of life that has no end.  In Your name we pray, Amen. 

   

 
Please stand 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 

would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 

love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

BENEDICTION    

Pastor:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

            The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

                The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

People:   Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN 
 533 Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure 

  

1 Jesus has come and brings pleasure eternal, 

    Alpha, Omega, Beginning and End; 

Godhead, humanity, union supernal, 

    O great Redeemer, You come as our friend! 

Heaven and earth, now proclaim this great wonder: 

Jesus has come and brings pleasure eternal! 

 

2 Jesus has come! Now see bonds rent asunder! 

    Fetters of death now dissolve, disappear. 

See Him burst through with a voice as of thunder! 

    He sets us free from our guilt and our fear, 

Lifts us from shame to the place of His honor. 

Jesus has come! Hear the roll of God’s thunder! 

 

3 Jesus has come as the mighty Redeemer. 

    See now the threatening strong one disarmed! 

Jesus breaks down all the walls of death’s fortress, 

    Brings forth the pris’ners triumphant, unharmed. 

Satan, you wicked one, own now your master! 

Jesus has come! He, the mighty Redeemer! 

 

4 Jesus has come as the King of all glory! 

    Heaven and earth, O declare His great pow’r, 

Capturing hearts with the heavenly story; 

    Welcome Him now in this fast-fleeting hour! 

Ponder His love! Take the crown He has for you! 

Jesus has come! He, the King of all glory! 

 
© 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. 
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POSTLUDE 
 Toccata on “Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure” 

 

 

 
Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading: 

Isaiah 40:21-31; 1 Corinthians 9:16-27; Mark 1:29-39 

 

 

 

 

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®.  Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 

by Biblica, Inc.™  Used by permission of Zondervan.  All rights reserve worldwide.   www.zondervan.com  

Hymns used by permission.  OneLicense.net #A-725523  LSB Hymn License.net, Lutheran Service 

Builder.  
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2020 Concordia 

Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.zondervan.com/
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Serving at Chapel 
 

Preacher & Liturgist:   Theodore Laesch     

 

Singers:    Meagan Purcell 

     Allison Meyer 

     John Schmidt 

     Nate Laesch                               

   

Directors:    Jen Schmidt, handbells 

     Carolyn Rusnak, Joyful Noise 
 

Organist & Accompanist:  Ryan Meyer    
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Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran 
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO  63136 

(314) 741-3737                  www.chapelofthecross.org 

Email: office@chapelofthecross.org 
 

 

Worship and Christian Education 
Saturday - 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Worship Service broadcast on KFUO 850 AM Sundays at 4:00 p.m. 

Live internet streaming at www.chapelofthecross.org Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated the 1st and 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month at 8:30 a.m., 

the 2nd and 4th and 5th Sundays of the month at 11:00 a.m.,   

and the 1st and 3rd and 5th Saturdays of the month at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday school for children, Sunday Bible classes for adults and youth – 9:45 a.m. 
 

 

Chapel Ministry Staff 
                         Home Phone                          E-mail 

Theodore Laesch, Pastor                                       355-0688       pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org 

James Marriott, Pastoral Assistant - Youth          (972) 741-5978        james.marriott@chapelofthecross.org 

Ellory Glenn, Vicar       369-8014       ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org 

Ryan Meyer, Director of Music      839-0306       ryan.meyer@chapelofthecross.org 

Bill Rusnak, Director of Adult Ministry     200-9797       bill.rusnak@chapelofthecross.org  

Clifford Bischoff, Pastoral Assistant                                    921-1107       pastorbischoff@chapelofthecross.org 

Mary Laesch, Children and Family Ministry Coord.    355-0688       family@chapelofthecross.org  

 

     
 

  

 

Missions 
Chapel of the Cross supports the ministry of the English District and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

as well as the Lutheran High School Association. We also assist the following ministries and organizations: 
 

 

Day 3 Seeds*  Hope Center for Families*      Apple of His Eye* 

Helping Hands Food Pantry Concordia Seminary                                             Friend of Moms 

Sidewalk Sunday School                   Lutherans for Life                                                 KFUO Radio 

Chapel Summer Camp       

                                                                                                                                 

                  * indicates special emphasis in 2020 

 

 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran is affiliated with the 

English District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

mailto:pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org

