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Welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran! 
 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Serving at Chapel 

The Mission of Chapel of the Cross 
 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of 

North County and beyond so that all may have a living relationship with Christ. 
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     The Baptism of Our Lord 
January 9 & 10, 2021 

5:00 p.m. & 8:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

AS WE GATHER 

Today we celebrate the Baptism of Jesus. At Jesus’ Baptism, God the Father speaks from 

heaven, revealing Jesus to be His beloved Son, and the Holy Spirit descends in the form 

of a dove. All three persons of the Trinity make their presence known at Jesus’ Baptism. 

All three persons of the Trinity made their presence known at our Baptism as well as we 

are revealed to be God’s beloved children. 

  

 

  

 

PRELUDE 
 “God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It”                       setting by Jeffrey Blersch  

   

      
WELCOME 
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 PREPARATION  

 

OPENING HYMN        
 405 To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord (vv. 1, 3-4, 6) 

 

1 To Jordan’s river came our Lord, 

The Christ, whom heav’nly hosts adored, 

The God from God, the Light from Light, 

The Lord of glory, pow’r, and might. 

 

3 As Jesus in the Jordan stood 

And John baptized the Lamb of God, 

The Holy Spirit, heav’nly dove, 

Descended on Him from above. 

 

4 Then from God’s throne with thund’rous sound 

Came God’s own voice with words profound: 

“This is My Son,” was His decree, 

“The one I love, who pleases Me.” 

 

6 Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute; 

This man is Christ, our substitute! 

He was baptized in Jordan’s stream, 

Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme. 

 
© 1993 James P. Tiefel. Used by permission. 
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Please stand 

INVOCATION 
Leader: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   

Leader: In Holy Baptism, each of us was baptized into the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. In Baptism, we were united with Christ. 

Yet, we have often lived as if we were entirely independent and 

autonomous. We have lived as if our identity were not in Jesus, but in our 

own selfish desires. Yet, our heavenly Father invites us to turn back to 

Him and ask for His forgiveness. Let us confess our sins to God our 

Father. 

 

Leader: Heavenly Father, 

People: we confess that we are by nature sinful and have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed. On account of Jesus, forgive us, renew us, and 

unite us to Your name. Amen. 

 

Leader: In Baptism, you were united to Christ in both His death and   

  resurrection. You were buried with Him, but also raised to walk in  

  newness of life. In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to  

  die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who  

  believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of God  

  and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this  

  good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus  

  Christ. 

People: Amen.   
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
 204 To God on High Be Glory (sung by soloist) 

   

  1  To God on high be glory 

    And peace to all the earth; 

    Goodwill from God in heaven 

    Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 

    We praise and bless You, Father; 

    Your holy name, we sing— 

    Our thanks for Your great glory, 

    Lord God, our heav'nly King. 

  

2  To You, O sole-begotten, 

    The Father’s Son, we pray; 

    O Lamb of God, our Savior, 

    You take our sins away. 

    Have mercy on us, Jesus; 

    Receive our heartfelt cry, 

    Where You in pow’r are seated 

    At God's right hand on high— 

  

3  For You alone are holy; 

    You only are the Lord. 

    Forever and forever, 

    Be worshiped and adored; 

    You with the Holy Spirit 

    Alone are Lord Most High, 

    In God the Father’s glory. 

    “Amen!” our glad reply. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Leader: Let us pray.  
 

 Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River, You 

proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy 

Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in their calling as 

Your children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through the 

same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 WORD  

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                            Genesis 1:1–5  

(God creates the heavens and the earth.) 

 
1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless 

and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was 

hovering over the waters.  

 
3 And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was 

good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light "day," and the 

darkness he called "night." And there was evening, and there was morning--the first 

day.                   
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM                    Psalm 29 
Leader: Ascribe to the LORD, O mighty ones, ascribe to the LORD glory and  

  strength. 

People: Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; worship the LORD in the  

  splendor of his holiness. 
  

Leader: The voice of the LORD is over the waters; the God of glory thunders, the  

  LORD thunders over the mighty waters.  

People: The voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the LORD is majestic. 
  

Leader: The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars; the LORD breaks in pieces the  

  cedars of Lebanon.  

People: He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, Sirion like a young wild ox. 
  

Leader: The voice of the LORD strikes with flashes of lightning.  

People: The voice of the LORD shakes the desert; the LORD shakes the Desert  

  of Kadesh.  
 

Leader: The voice of the LORD twists the oaks and strips the forests bare.  

People: And in his temple all cry, "Glory!" 
  

Leader: The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; the LORD is enthroned as King  

  forever.  

People: The LORD gives strength to his people; the LORD blesses his people  

  with peace. 
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EPISTLE                                                                     Romans 6:1–11 

(We are baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection.) 

                           
1 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2 By no 

means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3 Or don't you know that all of 

us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were 

therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was 

raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.  

 
5 If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united 

with him in his resurrection. 6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so 

that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin-- 
7 because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.  

 
8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 For we know 

that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has 

mastery over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he 

lives to God.  

 
11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.                        
                

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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ANTHEM 
  The Only Son from Heaven 

  

  The only Son from heaven, 

    Foretold by ancient seers, 

By God the Father given, 

    In human form appears. 

No sphere His light confining, 

No star so brightly shining 

    As He, our Morning Star. 

 

  O time of God appointed, 

    O bright and holy morn! 

He comes, the king anointed, 

    The Christ, the virgin-born, 

Grim death to vanquish for us, 

To open heav’n before us 

    And bring us life again. 

 

  O Lord, our hearts awaken 

    To know and love You more, 

In faith to stand unshaken, 

    In spirit to adore, 

That we, through this world moving, 

Each glimpse of heaven proving, 

    May reap its fullness there. 

 

  O Father, here before You 

    With God the Holy Ghost 

And Jesus, we adore You, 

    O pride of angel host: 

Before You mortals lowly 

Cry, “Holy, holy, holy, 

    O blessèd Trinity!” 

 
Public domain 



 9 
 

Please stand 

Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                         Mark 1:4–11  

(Jesus is baptized by John.) 

 
4 And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all the people 

of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the 

Jordan River. 6 John wore clothing made of camel's hair, with a leather belt around his 

waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And this was his message: "After me will 

come one more powerful than I, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop 

down and untie. 8 I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit." 

 
9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the 

Jordan. 10 As Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and 

the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven: "You are my 

Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased."        
         

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was  

buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He  

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From  

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
                                                                                                

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/mark/1.html
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PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 

 
Please stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Leader:   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all         

                     people according to their needs.               
 

+ + + Special Intercessions + + + 

              Each concluding:     Leader:  Lord, in Your mercy,    People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Leader:             Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we   

                         pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:       Amen. 

 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 

 

BENEDICTION    
Leader:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

            The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

                The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

People:   Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN 
 877 God, Who Made the Earth and Heaven 

  

1 God, who made the earth and heaven, 

    Darkness and light: 

You the day for work have given, 

    For rest the night. 

May Your angel guards defend us,  

Slumber sweet Your mercy send us, 

Holy dreams and hopes attend us 

    All through the night. 

 

2 And when morn again shall call us 

    To run life’s way, 

May we still, whate’er befall us, 

    Your will obey. 

From the pow’r of evil hide us, 

In the narrow pathway guide us, 

Never be Your smile denied us 

    All through the day. 

 

3 Guard us waking, guard us sleeping, 

    And when we die, 

May we in Your mighty keeping 

    All peaceful lie. 

When the last dread call shall wake us, 

Then, O Lord, do not forsake us, 

But to reign in glory take us 

    With You on high. 

 

 

 

 

                    (continued on next page) 
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4 Holy Father, throned in heaven, 

    All-holy Son, 

Holy Spirit, freely given, 

    Blest Three in One: 

Grant us grace, we now implore You, 

Till we lay our crowns before You 

And in worthier strains adore You 

    While ages run. 

 
Public domain 

 

 

  
POSTLUDE 
 “Vivace” (from Cello Suite no. 3)                                                                      J. S. Bach 

 
   

 

 
Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading: 

1 Samuel 3:1-10; 1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51 

 

 

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®.  Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 

by Biblica, Inc.™  Used by permission of Zondervan.  All rights reserve worldwide.   www.zondervan.com  

Hymns used by permission.  OneLicense.net #A-725523  LSB Hymn License.net, Lutheran Service 

Builder.  
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2020 Concordia 

Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

 

http://www.zondervan.com/
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Serving at Chapel 
 

Preacher:    Theodore Laesch      
 

Liturgists:    5:00 p.m. Jedidiah McClellan 

     8:30 a.m. Theodore Laesch 

     11:00 a.m. Jake Bellinghausen 

   

Singer:     Denise Koch         

   

Organist & Accompanist:  Ryan Meyer   
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Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran 
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO  63136 

(314) 741-3737                  www.chapelofthecross.org 

Email: office@chapelofthecross.org 
 

 

Worship and Christian Education 
Saturday - 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Worship Service broadcast on KFUO 850 AM Sundays at 4:00 p.m. 

Live internet streaming at www.chapelofthecross.org Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated the 1st and 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month at 8:30 a.m., 

the 2nd and 4th and 5th Sundays of the month at 11:00 a.m.,   

and the 1st and 3rd and 5th Saturdays of the month at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday school for children, Sunday Bible classes for adults and youth – 9:45 a.m. 
 

 

Chapel Ministry Staff 
                         Home Phone                          E-mail 

Theodore Laesch, Pastor                                       355-0688       pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org 

James Marriott, Pastoral Assistant - Youth          (972) 741-5978        james.marriott@chapelofthecross.org 

Ellory Glenn, Vicar       369-8014       ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org 

Ryan Meyer, Director of Music      839-0306       ryan.meyer@chapelofthecross.org 

Bill Rusnak, Director of Adult Ministry     200-9797       bill.rusnak@chapelofthecross.org  

Clifford Bischoff, Pastoral Assistant                                    921-1107       pastorbischoff@chapelofthecross.org 

Mary Laesch, Children and Family Ministry Coord.    355-0688       family@chapelofthecross.org  

 

     
 

  

 

Missions 
Chapel of the Cross supports the ministry of the English District and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

as well as the Lutheran High School Association. We also assist the following ministries and organizations: 
 

 

Day 3 Seeds*  Hope Center for Families*      Apple of His Eye* 

Helping Hands Food Pantry Concordia Seminary                                             Friend of Moms 

Sidewalk Sunday School                   Lutherans for Life                                                 KFUO Radio 

Chapel Summer Camp       

                                                                                                                                 

                  * indicates special emphasis in 2020 

 

 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran is affiliated with the 

English District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

mailto:pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org

