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Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
July 3, 2021
5:00 p.m.
AS WE GATHER
Israel was certainly a rebellious people, and yet in today’s Old Testament Reading, God
sends Ezekiel to speak to them. They were being punished as exiles in Babylon, but now
they would know that God had not forgotten them; a prophet was among them! The
future was full of grace, for they would return to the Promised Land when Cyrus came
to power. In the Gospel, our Lord was speaking graciously even after being rejected in
His hometown; He sent the Twelve to other towns. Although they might also be
rejected, they would have opportunity to speak peace and to heal. And now, in our day,
though we are all rebellious at times, the Gospel comes to us in power. Indeed, Paul says
that God’s power shows through his weakness. Through the Gospel, God enables us to
change even our rebellious selves and to urge others to live as people pleasing to Him.

PRELUDE
Variations on Patriotic Songs
J. Scriveyner, R. Koury, R. Hughes, J. Mansfield
“God Bless Our Land”
“Battle Hymn of the Republic”
“Eternal Father, Strong to Save”
“God of Our Fathers”

WELCOME
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 PREPARATION 
Please stand

OPENING HYMN
583

God Has Spoken by His Prophets

1

God has spoken by His prophets,
Spoken His unchanging Word;
Each from age to age proclaiming
God, the one, the righteous Lord.
In the world’s despair and turmoil,
One firm anchor holds us fast:
God is king, His throne eternal;
God the first, and God the last.

2

God has spoken by Christ Jesus,
Christ, the everlasting Son,
Brightness of the Father’s glory,
With the Father ever one;
Spoken by the Word Incarnate,
God of God, before time was;
Light of Light, to earth descending,
He reveals our God to us.

3

God is speaking by His Spirit,
Speaking to our hearts again,
In the ageless Word declaring
His own message, now as then.
Through the rise and fall of nations
One sure faith yet standing fast;
God abides, His Word unchanging;
God the first, and God the last.

© 1953, renewed 1981 The Hymn Society; admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission.
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INVOCATION
Pastor:
People:

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Pastor:
People:

Pastor:
People:

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in
us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our
sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy, God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned
against You in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved You
with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should. I deserve
Your punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, my Savior, paid for
my sins with His innocent suffering and death. Trusting in Him, I pray:
God, have mercy on me, a sinner

Silence for meditation and reflection
Pastor:

People:

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent His only
Son, Jesus Christ, who gave His life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of
the whole world. Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Christ
and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen. Thanks be to God!
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HYMN OF PRAISE
966

Before You, Lord, We Bow

1

Before You, Lord, we bow,
Our God who reigns above
And rules the world below,
Boundless in pow’r and love.
Our thanks we bring
In joy and praise,
Our hearts we raise
To You, our King!

3

May ev’ry mountain height,
Each vale and forest green,
Shine in Your Word’s pure light,
And its rich fruits be seen!
May ev’ry tongue
Be tuned to praise
And join to raise
A grateful song.

4

Earth, hear your Maker’s voice;
Your great Redeemer own;
Believe, obey, rejoice,
And worship Him alone.
Cast down your pride,
Your sin deplore,
And bow before
The Crucified.

Public domain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor:

Let us pray.

People:

Gracious Lord, Your Son Jesus faithfully proclaimed Your will and Word
wherever He went. Grant that we too may be faithful in our
proclamations, even among those who dishonor Your Word, until Your
love reaches all those for whom Your Son gave His life. For He lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

 WORD 

OLD TESTAMENT READING

Ezekiel 2:1–5

(The prophet is sent to “a rebellious house.”)
He said to me, "Son of man, stand up on your feet and I will speak to you." 2 As he
spoke, the Spirit came into me and raised me to my feet, and I heard him speaking to
me.
1

He said: "Son of man, I am sending you to the Israelites, to a rebellious nation that has
rebelled against me; they and their fathers have been in revolt against me to this very
day. 4 The people to whom I am sending you are obstinate and stubborn. Say to them,
'This is what the Sovereign LORD says.' 5 And whether they listen or fail to listen--for
they are a rebellious house--they will know that a prophet has been among them.
3

Pastor:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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EPISTLE

2 Corinthians 12:1–10
(Paul endures a thorn in the flesh, but God’s power shows forth when Paul is weak.)

I must go on boasting. Although there is nothing to be gained, I will go on to visions
and revelations from the Lord. 2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was
caught up to the third heaven. Whether it was in the body or out of the body I do not
know--God knows. 3 And I know that this man--whether in the body or apart from the
body I do not know, but God knows-- 4 was caught up to paradise. He heard
inexpressible things, things that man is not permitted to tell. 5 I will boast about a man
like that, but I will not boast about myself, except about my weaknesses. 6 Even if I
should choose to boast, I would not be a fool, because I would be speaking the truth. But
I refrain, so no one will think more of me than is warranted by what I do or say.
1

To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations,
there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8 Three
times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9 But he said to me, "My grace is
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all
the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. 10 That is
why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions,
in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.
7

Pastor:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

.
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Please stand
Pastor:
People:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

HOLY GOSPEL

Mark 6:1-13

Jesus left there and went to his hometown, accompanied by his disciples. 2 When the
Sabbath came, he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were
amazed.
1

"Where did this man get these things?" they asked. "What's this wisdom that has been
given him, that he even does miracles! 3 Isn't this the carpenter? Isn't this Mary's son and
the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and Simon? Aren't his sisters here with us?" And
they took offense at him.
Jesus said to them, "Only in his hometown, among his relatives and in his own house is
a prophet without honor." 5 He could not do any miracles there, except lay his hands on
a few sick people and heal them. 6 And he was amazed at their lack of faith.
4

Then Jesus went around teaching from village to village. 7 Calling the Twelve to him, he
sent them out two by two and gave them authority over evil spirits.
These were his instructions: "Take nothing for the journey except a staff--no bread, no
bag, no money in your belts. 9 Wear sandals but not an extra tunic. 10 Whenever you
enter a house, stay there until you leave that town. 11 And if any place will not welcome
you or listen to you, shake the dust off your feet when you leave, as a testimony against
them."
8

They went out and preached that people should repent. 13 They drove out many
demons and anointed many sick people with oil and healed them.
12

Pastor:
People:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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HYMN OF THE WORD
839

O Christ, Our True and Only Light

1

O Christ, our true and only light,
Enlighten those who sit in night;
Let those afar now hear Your voice
And in Your fold with us rejoice.

2

Fill with the radiance of Your grace
The souls now lost in error’s maze;
Enlighten those whose inmost minds
Some dark delusion haunts and blinds.

3

O gently call those gone astray
That they may find the saving way!
Let ev’ry conscience sore oppressed
In You find peace and heav’nly rest.

4

Shine on the darkened and the cold;
Recall the wand’rers to Your fold.
Unite all those who walk apart;
Confirm the weak and doubting heart,

5

That they with us may evermore
Such grace with wond’ring thanks adore
And endless praise to You be giv’n
By all Your Church in earth and heav’n.

Public domain
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PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
Sermon Notes

Please stand

NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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OFFERING
“O Beautiful for Spacious Skies”

setting by Charles Callahan

(Please stand)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.
O Lord God, You are our source of strength and we praise You for the
assurance of Your presence. By Your power, come to those who are ill or
infirm. We especially remember this day … Lord, grant them wholeness
and faithfulness through Jesus Christ.
O God of grace and mercy, give Your comfort and strength to those
mourning the death of loved ones, especially … We ask that You visit
them with Your peace that passes all understanding.

People: (SUNG)
Christ, by heav’nly hosts adored, Gracious, mighty, sov’reign Lord,
God of nations, King of kings, Head of all created things.
By the Church with joy confessed, God the Son forever blessed,
Pleading at Your throne we stand, Save Your people, bless our land.
Pastor:

Heavenly Father, we pray for the Church throughout the world. Send
Your Holy Spirit so that with boldness we may proclaim the Good News
of Christ and tell everyone what He has done. Bless all those who
shepherd Your people, minister to the sick and oppressed, and serve
Your church in any and all ways.
Gracious God, You refresh us as we need. You strengthen our faith with
Your very body and blood. Grant that when we come to Your altar we
come with humility and trust, confident that You will forgive us and
strengthen us in our faith. Give to us the desire to live in Christian love,
to the honor and praise of Your holy name.
(continued on next page)
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O God, we praise You for Your great mercies and Your bountiful goodness.
You have placed us in a land that has been blessed in countless ways. Move
us, by Your Spirit’s power, to show our thankfulness to You every day by
living our lives for You.
People: (SUNG)
On our fields of grass and grain Send, O Lord, the kindly rain,
And throughout this spacious land Crown the labors of each hand.
Let Your kid protection be Over commerce on the sea.
Open, Lord, Your bounteous hand; Bless Your people, bless our land.
Pastor:

Lord God, as we celebrate the anniversary of our nation’s founding, we
remember those who forged this nation on the principles of freedom and
liberty for all. We ask that You would continue to strengthen our leaders with
wisdom and good judgment, so that they may lead this nation to the glory of
Your name and the blessing of all its citizens.

People: (SUNG)
Give us rulers faithful, true, Such as love and honor you;
Let the powers You ordained Be in righteousness maintained.
In the people’s hearts increase Love of piety and peace.
Thus united, we shall stand One wide, free, and happy land.
Pastor:
People:

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray,
trusting in Your mercy through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
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 SACRAMENT 
In the Lord’s Supper we receive Christ’s body and blood in and with the bread and wine. The two great
blessings of the Lord’s Supper are the forgiveness of sins and strength to live an improved Christian life. In
response to the Lord’s command we are to examine ourselves privately prior to partaking of the Sacrament.
There are three basic questions on which we should examine ourselves, all of which we should be able to
answer in the affirmative if we are to partake of the Sacrament worthily: 1) Am I truly sorry for my sins?
2) Do I believe Jesus Christ is my Savior? 3) Do I promise with God’s help to live a Christian life? If you
agree with the above statement, we invite you to the Sacrament.

PREFACE
Pastor:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor:
People:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor:
People:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Pastor:

Today the Lord invites you to come to Him for rest. Sins continually
burden us. They weigh us down. In the Lord’s Supper, the Lord Jesus
Himself tells us in a personal and intimate way that He loves us and
forgives us all our sins, and gives us Himself - His body and His blood –
for the forgiveness of sin and the strengthening of our faith. Let us
therefore call upon His name as we pray the prayer that the Lord Himself
has taught us…
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Pastor:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of me.
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of you; this is my
blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor:
People:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
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After the Words of Institution are spoken, the bread and wine (sealed in a plastic chalice) will be distributed
to communicants in the pew. Non-alcoholic elements have the letters “NA” written on the top of the
chalice.
Please wait to open the sealed chalice until after the bread and wine has been distributed to everyone. When
all have received the bread and wine, we will all take the body of blood of Christ together at the same time.
The ushers will collect the used communion cup when you are dismissed to leave after the closing hymn.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

SILENT PRAYER
You may pray the following prayer as we give thanks to God for His good gifts:
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and
blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth
received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the
forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen
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Please stand

PRAYER
Pastor:

Let us pray.

People:

Grant, O Lord, that the lips which have sung Your praise in the sanctuary
may glorify You in the world, that the ears which have heard the voice of
Your songs may be closed to the voice of clamor and dispute, that the
eyes which have seen Your great love may also behold Your blessed
hope, that the tongues which have confessed Your name may ever speak
the truth, and that the bodies of all who have tasted of Your Son’s living
body and blood may be restored to newness of life; through the same
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION
Pastor:

People:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN
964

Lift Every Voice and Sing

1

Lift ev’ry voice and sing
Till earth and heaven ring,
Ring with the harmonies of liberty.
Let our rejoicing rise
High as the list’ning skies,
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us;
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;
Facing the rising sun
Of our new day begun,
Let us march on till victory is won.

2

Stony the road we trod,
Bitter the chast’ning rod
Felt in the days when hope unborn had died;
Yet with a steady beat,
Have not our weary feet
Come to the place for which our parents sighed?
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered;
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered,
Out from the gloomy past,
Till now we stand at last
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.

(continued on next page)
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3

God of our weary years,
God of our silent tears,
Thou who hast brought us thus far on the way;
Thou who hast by Thy might
Led us into the light,
Keep us forever in the path, we pray.
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee;
Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee;
Shadowed beneath Thy hand,
May we forever stand,
True to our God, true to our native land.

Public domain

POSTLUDE
“Let Freedom ring!”

James Mansfield

Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading:
Amos 7:7-15; Ephesians 1:3-14; Mark 6:14-29
Find a devotional guide on the readings at www.chapelofthecross.org/walkingtogether

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984
by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserve worldwide. www.zondervan.com
Hymns used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-725523 LSB Hymn License.net, Lutheran Service
Builder.

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2021 Concordia
Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Serving at Chapel
Preacher:

Jedidiah McClellan

Liturgist:

Theodore Laesch

Singer:

Nate Laesch

Instrumentalist:

Anne Meyer, trumpet

Organist & Accompanist:

Ryan Meyer
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Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO 63136
(314) 741-3737
www.chapelofthecross.org
Email: office@chapelofthecross.org

Worship and Christian Education
Saturday - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Worship Service broadcast on KFUO 850 AM Sundays at 4:00 p.m.
Live internet streaming at www.chapelofthecross.org Sundays at 8:30 a.m.
Holy Communion is celebrated the 1st and 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month at 8:30 a.m.,
the 2nd and 4th and 5th Sundays of the month at 11:00 a.m.,
and the 1st and 3rd and 5th Saturdays of the month at 5:00 p.m.
Sunday school for children, Sunday Bible classes for adults and youth – 9:45 a.m.

Chapel Ministry Staff
Home Phone
Theodore Laesch, Pastor
355-0688
James Marriott, Pastoral Assistant - Youth
(972) 741-5978
Ellory Glenn, Vicar
369-8014
Ryan Meyer, Director of Music
839-0306
Bill Rusnak, Director of Adult Ministry
200-9797
Clifford Bischoff, Pastoral Assistant
921-1107
Mary Laesch, Children and Family Ministry Coord.
355-0688

E-mail
pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org
james.marriott@chapelofthecross.org
ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org
ryan.meyer@chapelofthecross.org
bill.rusnak@chapelofthecross.org
pastorbischoff@chapelofthecross.org
family@chapelofthecross.org

Missions
Chapel of the Cross supports the ministry of the English District and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
as well as the Lutheran High School Association. We also assist the following ministries and organizations:
Day 3 Seeds
Helping Hands Food Pantry
Sidewalk Sunday School
Chapel Summer Camp

Hope Center for Families
Concordia Seminary
Lutherans for Life

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran is affiliated with the
19 Church Missouri Synod
English District of the Lutheran

Apple of His Eye
Friend of Moms
KFUO Radio

