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Welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Mission of Chapel of the Cross 

 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of 

North County and beyond so that all may have a living relationship with Christ. 
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Third Sunday after Pentecost 
June 12, 2021 

5:00 p.m 

 

AS WE GATHER 

Though much is made of the smallness of the mustard seed, the focus of Jesus is on 

outcome—the plant that becomes large enough to give nest and shade to all the birds of 

the air. The kingdom of God seems small and even irrelevant in the face of large 

problems, challenges, and problems of this mortal life, and yet it is the kingdom of God 

that is great. God gives to us the forgiveness that makes a clear conscience, the life that is 

stronger than death, and the joy that is greater than every joy this world can deliver. In 

this way, the small seed makes for a great plant, large enough for us to find refuge and a 

home in its shade. How the kingdom of God grows may seem part of the mystery, but 

we know that it is a seed planted in the good soil and fed and nourished by God’s grace 

to the day when the harvest delivers us into His presence forevermore. 

 

 

 

 

 

PRELUDE 
 Variations on “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”  

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME 
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 PREPARATION  

OPENING HYMN        
 790 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (sung by soloist) 

  

1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise Him, for He is your health and salvation! 

    Let all who hear 

    Now to His temple draw near, 

Joining in glad adoration! 

 

2 Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is wondrously reigning 

And, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining. 

    Have you not seen 

    All that is needful has been 

Sent by His gracious ordaining? 

 

(Organ alone) 

3 Praise to the Lord, who has fearfully, wondrously, made you, 

Health has bestowed and, when heedlessly falling, has stayed you. 

    What need or grief 

    Ever has failed of relief? 

Wings of His mercy did shade you. 

 

4 Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you; 

Surely His goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 

    Ponder anew 

    What the Almighty can do 

As with His love He befriends you. 

 

5 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 

All that has life and breath, come now with praises before Him! 

    Let the Amen 

    Sound from His people again; 

Gladly forever adore Him! 

 
Public domain 
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Please stand 

INVOCATION 
Leader: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION                                                          Psalm 1:5–6 

 

Leader: Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the 

congregation of the righteous; 

People: for the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the  

  wicked will perish. 

 

Silence for self-examination. 

 

Leader: Holy and gracious God, 

People: I confess that I have sinned against You, in thought, word, and deed, by 

what I have done, and by what I have not done. Some of my sin I 

know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but 

some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ, my Savior, I 

ask forgiveness and pray You to deliver and restore me by Your mercy. 

Amen. 

 

Leader: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and  

  for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus  

  Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows  

  on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work  

  in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

People: Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
 949 Heavenly Hosts in Ceaseless Worship (sung by soloist) 

  

1 Heav’nly hosts in ceaseless worship 

    “Holy, holy, holy” cry; 

“He who is, who was and will be, 

    God Almighty, Lord Most High.” 

Praise and honor, pow’r and glory, 

    Be to Him who reigns alone! 

We, with all His hands have fashioned, 

    Fall before the Father’s throne. 

 

2 All creation, all redemption, 

    Join to sing the Savior’s worth; 

Lamb of God, whose blood has bought us, 

    Kings and priests, to reign on earth. 

Wealth and wisdom, pow’r and glory, 

    Honor, might, dominion, praise, 

Now be His from all His creatures 

    And to everlasting days! 

 
© 1975 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Leader: Let us pray.  
 

 Gracious Father, in Jesus Christ Your Son, You have inaugurated Your 

kingdom of forgiveness and spiritual power. We pray that Your kingdom 

will also come through us to others, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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 WORD  

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                   Ezekiel 17:22–24 

(The Lord promises to plant a sprig and make it grow, that it may be a noble tree and bear good fruit.) 

 
22 "'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will take a shoot from the very top of 

a cedar and plant it; I will break off a tender sprig from its topmost shoots and plant it 

on a high and lofty mountain. 23 On the mountain heights of Israel I will plant it; it will 

produce branches and bear fruit and become a splendid cedar. Birds of every kind will 

nest in it; they will find shelter in the shade of its branches. 24 All the trees of the field 

will know that I the LORD bring down the tall tree and make the low tree grow tall. I 

dry up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish.  

 

"'I the LORD have spoken, and I will do it.'"                   
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

GRADUAL 

 

 “By Faith”                  Getty/Townend 
 

  By faith we see the hand of God  

  In the light of creation's grand design 

  In the lives of those who prove His faithfulness  

              Who walk by faith and not by sight 

  

  By faith our fathers roamed the earth  

              With the pow'r of His promise in their hearts 

              Of a holy city built by God's own hand   

              A place where peace and justice reign 

 

                                                                    (continued on next page) 
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(Refrain) We will stand as children of the promise   

  We will fix our eyes on Him our soul's reward 

  Till the race is finished and the work is done  

  We'll walk by faith and not by sight 

                                 

  By faith the prophets saw a day   

  When the longed-for Messiah would appear 

  With the pow'r to break the chains of sin and death  

  And rise triumphant from the grave 

         

  By faith the church was called to go 

  In the pow'r of the Spirit to the lost 

  To deliver captives and to preach good news  

  In ev'ry corner of the earth (Refrain) 

 

  By faith the mountain shall be moved  

  And the pow'r of the gospel shall prevail 

  For we know in Christ all things are possible      

  For all who call upon His name (Refrain) 
 

 
CCLI Song # 5469291 

Keith Getty | Kristyn Getty | Stuart Townend 

© 2009 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

Getty Music Publishing (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 11301522 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/


 7 
 

EPISTLE                                                                                               2 Corinthians 5:1–17  

(We walk by faith and not by sight.) 

      
1 Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from 

God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. 2 Meanwhile we groan, 

longing to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, 3 because when we are clothed, we 

will not be found naked. 4 For while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, 

because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, 

so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5 Now it is God who has made us 

for this very purpose and has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to 

come.  

 
6 Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the 

body we are away from the Lord. 7 We live by faith, not by sight. 8 We are confident, I 

say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9 So we 

make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it. 
10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive 

what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.  

         
11 Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade men. What we are 

is plain to God, and I hope it is also plain to your conscience. 12 We are not trying to 

commend ourselves to you again, but are giving you an opportunity to take pride in us, 

so that you can answer those who take pride in what is seen rather than in what is in the 

heart. 13 If we are out of our mind, it is for the sake of God; if we are in our right mind, it 

is for you. 14 For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, 

and therefore all died. 15 And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live 

for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.  

 
16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once 

regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is 

a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!         
               

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 



 8 
 

Please stand 

Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                      Mark 4:26–34  

(The kingdom of God is like a seed.) 

 
26 He also said, "This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the 

ground.  
27 Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he 

does not know how. 28 All by itself the soil produces grain--first the stalk, then the head, 

then the full kernel in the head. 29 As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, 

because the harvest has come." 

 
30 Again he said, "What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall 

we use to describe it? 31 It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest seed you plant in 

the ground. 32 Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, 

with such big branches that the birds of the air can perch in its shade." 33 With many 

similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could understand. 34 He 

did not say anything to them without using a parable. But when he was alone with his 

own disciples, he explained everything.         
         

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was  

buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He  

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From  

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
                                                                                                

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please stand 

HYMN 

 577 Almighty God, Your Word is Cast (sung by all) 

 

1 Almighty God, Your Word is cast 

    Like seed into the ground; 

Now let the dew of heav’n descend 

    And righteous fruits abound. 

 

2 Let not the sly satanic foe 

    This holy seed remove, 

But give it root in ev’ry heart 

    To bring forth fruits of love. 

 

3 Let not the world’s deceitful cares 

    The rising plant destroy, 

But let it yield a hundredfold 

    The fruits of peace and joy. 

                    (continued on next page) 

Sermon notes: 
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4 So when the precious seed is sown, 

    Life-giving grace bestow 

That all whose souls the truth receive 

    Its saving pow’r may know. 

 
Public domain 
 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Leader:   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all         

                     people according to their needs.               
 

+ + + Special Intercessions + + + 

              Each concluding:     Leader:  Lord, in Your mercy,    People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Leader:             Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we   

                         pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:       Amen. 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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BENEDICTION    
Leader:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

            The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

                The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

People:   Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN 

 669 Come, We that Love the Lord (sung by all) 

  

1 Come, we that love the Lord,  

And let our joys be known; 

Join in a song with sweet accord, 

Join in a song with sweet accord  

And thus surround the throne, 

And thus surround the throne. (Refrain) 
 

Refrain We’re marching to Zion, 

Beautiful, beautiful Zion; 

We’re marching upward to Zion,  

The beautiful city of God. 
 

2 Let those refuse to sing 

Who never knew our God; 

But children of the heav’nly King, 

But children of the heav’nly King 

May speak their joys abroad, 

May speak their joys abroad. (Refrain) 
 

3 The hill of Zion yields 

A thousand sacred sweets 

Before we reach the heav’nly fields, 

Before we reach the heav’nly fields, 

Or walk the golden streets, 

Or walk the golden streets. (Refrain) 

 

                                                                       (continued on next page) 
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4 Then let our songs abound,  

And ev’ry tear be dry; 

We’re marching through Emmanuel’s ground, 

We’re marching through Emmanuel’s ground 

To fairer worlds on high, 

To fairer worlds on high. (Refrain) 

 
Public domain 

 

 

 

 

POSTLUDE 

 “I’ll Fly Away”                                               arr. by Mark Hayes 

 

 
Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading: 

Job 38:1-11; 2 Corinthians 6:1-13; Mark 4:35-41 

Find a devotional guide on the readings at www.chapelofthecross.org/walkingtogether 
 

 

 

 

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®.  Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 

by Biblica, Inc.™  Used by permission of Zondervan.  All rights reserve worldwide.   www.zondervan.com  

Hymns used by permission.  OneLicense.net #A-725523  LSB Hymn License.net, Lutheran Service 

Builder.  
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2021 Concordia Publishing 

House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.zondervan.com/
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Serving at Chapel 
 

Preacher:    Theodore Laesch     
 

Liturgists:    5:00 p.m.  Jedidiah McClellan 

     8:30 a.m. Ellory Glenn 

     11:00 a.m. Adam Rouse 

 

Singers:    5:00 p.m. Ellory Glenn 

     8:30 a.m. Denise Koch 

     11:00 a.m. Denise Koch 
                                

Organist  & Accompanist:   Ryan Meyer  
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Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran 
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO  63136 

(314) 741-3737                  www.chapelofthecross.org 

Email: office@chapelofthecross.org 
 

 

Worship and Christian Education 
Saturday - 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Worship Service broadcast on KFUO 850 AM Sundays at 4:00 p.m. 

Live internet streaming at www.chapelofthecross.org Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated the 1st and 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month at 8:30 a.m., 

the 2nd and 4th and 5th Sundays of the month at 11:00 a.m.,   

and the 1st and 3rd and 5th Saturdays of the month at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday school for children, Sunday Bible classes for adults and youth – 9:45 a.m. 
 

 

Chapel Ministry Staff 
                         Home Phone                          E-mail 

Theodore Laesch, Pastor                                       355-0688       pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org 

James Marriott, Pastoral Assistant - Youth          (972) 741-5978        james.marriott@chapelofthecross.org 

Ellory Glenn, Vicar       369-8014       ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org 

Ryan Meyer, Director of Music      839-0306       ryan.meyer@chapelofthecross.org 

Bill Rusnak, Director of Adult Ministry     200-9797       bill.rusnak@chapelofthecross.org  

Clifford Bischoff, Pastoral Assistant                                    921-1107       pastorbischoff@chapelofthecross.org 

Mary Laesch, Children and Family Ministry Coord.    355-0688       family@chapelofthecross.org  

 

     
 

  

 

Missions 
Chapel of the Cross supports the ministry of the English District and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

as well as the Lutheran High School Association. We also assist the following ministries and organizations: 
 

 

Day 3 Seeds  Hope Center for Families      Apple of His Eye 

Helping Hands Food Pantry Concordia Seminary                                             Friend of Moms 

Sidewalk Sunday School                   Lutherans for Life                                                 KFUO Radio 

Chapel Summer Camp       

                                                                                                                                 

                   
 

 

 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran is affiliated with the 

English District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

mailto:pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org

