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Welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran!

The Mission of Chapel of the Cross
Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of
North County and beyond so that all may0 have a living relationship with Christ.

Reformation Day
October 30 & 31, 2021
5:00 p.m., 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
AS WE GATHER
Reformation Sunday is not just a special day to celebrate our history by remembering
the story of Martin Luther; it is a perfect opportunity to rejoice in the freedom we have
been given from sin and death through Jesus Christ alone. By gathering to receive His
Word and to share in His Supper, we come to know yet again the eternal Gospel that is
being proclaimed to all. This good news not only sets us free from our captivity to sin
and death, but it also enables us to live a life of freedom in Christ and boldly share with
others how they, too, may be set free. The same Savior who speaks His Word to us says
to all who will listen: “So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed” (John 8:36).

PRELUDE
“A Mighty Fortress”

setting by Charles W. Ore

WELCOME
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 PREPARATION 
Please stand

OPENING HYMN
506

Glory Be to God the Father

1

Glory be to God the Father,
Glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit:
Great Jehovah, Three in One!
Glory, glory
While eternal ages run!

2

Glory be to Him who loved us,
Washed us from each spot and stain;
Glory be to Him who bought us,
Made us kings with Him to reign!
Glory, glory
To the Lamb that once was slain!

3

Glory to the King of angels,
Glory to the Church’s King,
Glory to the King of nations;
Heav’n and earth, your praises bring!
Glory, glory
To the King of glory sing!

4

Glory, blessing, praise eternal!
Thus the choir of angels sings;
Honor, riches, pow’r, dominion!
Thus its praise creation brings.
Glory, glory,
Glory to the King of kings!

Text: Public domain
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INVOCATION
Leader:
People:

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

(from John 8)

Leader:
People:

Jesus said, “If you abide in My word,
you are truly My disciples,

Leader:
People:

and you will know the truth,
and the truth will set you free.”

Leader:

With humble hearts, let us approach our Father’s throne of grace.

Silence to reflect on our sin and our need for the Savior
Leader:
People:

Together, we pray:
Gracious Father, because our entire lives are to be ones of repentance,
we bow before You and confess our sins. We often have turned away
from the truth of Your Word, choosing to go our own way. By what we
have thought, by what we have done, and by what we have failed to do,
we have broken Your commands and are deserving of Your
punishment. By the mercy of Jesus Christ, Your Son, set us free from
our captivity. Enable us by Your Holy Spirit to live under You in Your
kingdom and to serve You in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and
blessedness. Amen.

Leader:

People:

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and
for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus
Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on
them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us,
bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Leader:
People:

“So if the Son sets you free,
you will be free indeed!”
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HYMN OF PRAISE
805
1

Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

Text: Public domain

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Leader:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Leader:

Let us pray.

People:

Almighty and gracious Lord, to know You is to know true freedom from
sin and to live in the transforming power of Your Holy Spirit. Grant that
we, who hold fast to the Word of Your Son, may never return to our
captivity but walk daily in the new life we have received; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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 WORD 
FIRST READING

Revelations 14:6-7

(The Gospel is eternal and must be proclaimed everywhere.)
Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to proclaim to
those who live on the earth--to every nation, tribe, language and people. 7 He said in a
loud voice, "Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come.
Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs of water."
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Lector:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM

Psalm 46

Leader:
People:

God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the
mountains fall into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam
and the mountains quake with their surging.

Leader:
People:

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy place
where the Most High dwells.
God is within her, she will not fall; God will help her at break of day.

Leader:
People:

Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; he lifts his voice, the earth melts.
The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.

Leader:

Come and see the works of the LORD, the desolations he has brought on
the earth.
He makes wars cease to the ends of the earth; he breaks the bow and
shatters the spear, he burns the shields with fire.

People:

Leader:
People:

"Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I
will be exalted in the earth."
The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.
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EPISTLE

Romans 3:19–28
(The righteousness of God comes through faith in Jesus Christ.)

Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so
that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. 20
Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather,
through the law we become conscious of sin.
19

But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which
the Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness from God comes through faith in
Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, 23 for all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God, 24 and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that
came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in
his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left
the sins committed beforehand unpunished-- 26 he did it to demonstrate his justice at the
present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.
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Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. On what principle? On that of observing the
law? No, but on that of faith. 28 For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart
from observing the law.
27

Lector:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HYMN
582

God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage

God’s Word is our great heritage And shall be ours forever;
To spread its light from age to age Shall be our chief endeavor.
Through life it guides our way, In death it is our stay.
Lord, grant, while worlds endure, We keep its teachings pure
Throughout all generations.
Text: Public Domain
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Please stand
Leader:
People:

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

HOLY GOSPEL

John 8:31–36
(Jesus’ truth will set you free.)

To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are
really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free."
31

They answered him, "We are Abraham's descendants and have never been slaves of
anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?"
33

Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35 Now a slave
has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36 So if the Son sets
you free, you will be free indeed.
34

Leader:
People:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

HYMN
644
1

The Church’s One Foundation

The Church’s one foundation
Is Jesus Christ, her Lord;
She is His new creation
By water and the Word.
From heav’n He came and sought her
To be His holy bride;
With His own blood He bought her,
And for her life He died.
(continued on next page)
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2

Elect from ev’ry nation,
Yet one o’er all the earth;
Her charter of salvation:
One Lord, one faith, one birth.
One holy name she blesses,
Partakes one holy food,
And to one hope she presses
With ev’ry grace endued.

3

Though with a scornful wonder
The world sees her oppressed,
By schisms rent asunder,
By heresies distressed,
Yet saints their watch are keeping;
Their cry goes up, “How long?”
And soon the night of weeping
Shall be the morn of song.

4

Through toil and tribulation
And tumult of her war
She waits the consummation
Of peace forevermore
Till with the vision glorious
Her longing eyes are blest,
And the great Church victorious
Shall be the Church at rest.
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5

Yet she on earth has union
With God, the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion
With those whose rest is won.
O blessèd heav’nly chorus!
Lord, save us by Your grace
That we, like saints before us,
May see You face to face.

Text: Public domain

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

Please stand

NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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OFFERING
5:00 p.m.

“As Rebels, Lord, Who Foolishly Have Wandered”

Jeffrey Blersch

8:30 a.m.

“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”

Kyle Pederson

A mighty fortress is our God, a refuge never failing;
Our helper He, amid the flood of mortal winds prevailing.
For still our spirit’s foes doth seek to work us woe;
They lure with pow’r so great, with judgement and with hate,
Shield us e’er, guard us as Thy own.
If we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing,
Were not the right Man on our side, the Man of God's own choosing.
You ask who this may be? Christ Jesus, it is He;
Emmanuel His name, from age to age the same;
Who was, Who is, Who e’er shall be.
Thy Word above all earthly power; Thy Love above all earthly power;
Thy Hope above all earthly power; My God above all earthly power.
Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also;
The body they may kill: God's truth abideth still;
The kingdom is forever!

11:00 a.m.

“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”

Christy & Nathan Nockels

Our God is a consuming fire, a burning holy flame with glory and freedom
Our God is the only righteous judge, ruling over us with kindness and wisdom
We will keep our eyes on You
Chorus
A mighty fortress is our God; a sacred refuge is Your name
Your Kingdom is unshakable; and with You forever we will reign
Our God is jealous for His own, none could comprehend His love and His mercy
Our God is exalted on His throne, high above the heavens forever He is worthy
We will keep our eyes on You
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Please stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Leader:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

Each concluding:
Leader:
People:

+ + + Special Intercessions + + +
Leader: Lord, in Your mercy, People: hear our prayer.

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we
pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

 SACRAMENT 
In the Lord’s Supper we receive Christ’s body and blood in and with the bread and wine. The two great
blessings of the Lord’s Supper are the forgiveness of sins and strength to live an improved Christian life. In
response to the Lord’s command we are to examine ourselves privately prior to partaking of the Sacrament.
There are three basic questions on which we should examine ourselves, all of which we should be able to
answer in the affirmative if we are to partake of the Sacrament worthily: 1) Am I truly sorry for my sins?
2) Do I believe Jesus Christ is my Savior? 3) Do I promise with God’s help to live a Christian life? If you
agree with the above statement, we invite you to the Sacrament.

PREFACE
Pastor:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor:
People:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor:
People:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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Pastor:

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
for the eternal Gospel of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. On this day He
overcame Satan, sin, and death that we may be set free from our sin and
know You by grace through faith in Christ alone. Therefore with angels
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

SANCTUS
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Pastor:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of me.
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of you; this is my
blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor:
People:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
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AGNUS DEI

A “continuous communion table” will be the method of distribution this day. Communicants
will come forward down the center aisle at the direction of the usher. You will receive the wafer from the
pastor at the center and then proceed to the right or left (depending on which side of the church you are
sitting) to receive the wine. You will then return to your pew. As is our custom, communion will be
brought to people in the pews who have difficulty walking to the chancel. If you wish to take communion in
the pew, please raise your hand when the communion assistant comes down the aisle. Also young children
will receive a word of blessing.
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DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
11:00 a.m.

“O Church Arise (Arise Shine)”

Getty/Townend/Tomlin

O Church arise and put your armor on Hear the call of Christ our Captain
For now the weak can say that they are strong In the strength that God has given
With shield of faith and belt of Truth We’ll stand against the devil’s lies
An army bold whose battle cry is love Reaching out to those in darkness
Our call to war to love the captive soul But to rage against the captor
And with the sword that makes the wounded whole We will fight with faith
and valor
When faced with trials on ev'ry side We know the outcome is secure
And Christ will have the prize for which He died An inheritance of nations
Chorus:
Arise shine for your Light has come Arise shine for the risen Son
Lift your eyes we are His radiant bride Arise O Church arise
Come see the cross where love and mercy meet As the Son of God is stricken
Then see His foes lie crushed beneath His feet For the Conqueror has risen
And as the stone is rolled away And Christ emerged from his grave
This victory march continues 'til the day Every eye and heart shall see Him
So Spirit come put strength in every stride Give grace for every hurdle
That we may run with faith to win the prize Of a servant good and faithful
As saints of old still line the way Retelling triumphs of His grace
We hear their calls and hunger for the day When with Christ we stand in Glory
(Chorus)
“O Church Arise (Arise Shine)” CCLI Song # 7065980 Chris Tomlin | Keith Getty | Kristyn Getty | Stuart
Townend© 2016 S. D. G. Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)Sixsteps Songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG
Publishing)Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)Worship Together Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG
Publishing)Getty Music Publishing (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 11301522
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578 The Strong Word
1

Thy strong word did cleave the darkness;
At Thy speaking it was done.
For created light we thank Thee,
While Thine ordered seasons run.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia without end!

2

Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness,
Dark as night and deep as death,
Broke the light of Thy salvation,
Breathed Thine own life-breathing breath.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia without end!

3

Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous;
Bright with Thine own holiness,
Glorious now, we press toward glory,
And our lives our hopes confess.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia without end!
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4

From the cross Thy wisdom shining
Breaketh forth in conqu’ring might;
From the cross forever beameth
All Thy bright redeeming light.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia without end!

5

Give us lips to sing Thy glory,
Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim,
Throats that shout the hope that fills us,
Mouths to speak Thy holy name.
Alleluia, alleluia!
May the light which Thou dost send
Fill our songs with alleluias,
Alleluias without end!

6

God the Father, light-creator,
To Thee laud and honor be.
To Thee, Light of Light begotten,
Praise be sung eternally.
Holy Spirit, light-revealer,
Glory, glory be to Thee.
Mortals, angels, now and ever
Praise the holy Trinity!

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Chapel of the Cross no. VVPKL-GBOIT-LYVDVEKAFZ
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SILENT PRAYER
You may pray the following prayer as we give thanks to God for His good gifts:
I thank You, Lord Jesus Christ, that You have permitted me, unworthy as I am, to partake of this
Your most holy body and this Your most precious blood. I pray that it may be to me for the
forgiveness of all my sins, for strength in resisting temptations, for service in Your kingdom and
finally for the glories of life that has no end. In Your name we pray, Amen.

Please stand

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Pastor:

Let us pray.

People:

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have nourished our
bodies and souls through Your Holy Word and through the gift of Your
Son’s body and blood. Grant that we heed Your Gospel call to share
throughout the world the message of Him who alone sets us free; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION
Pastor:

People:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN
645

Built on the Rock

1

Built on the Rock the Church shall stand
Even when steeples are falling.
Crumbled have spires in ev’ry land;
Bells still are chiming and calling,
Calling the young and old to rest,
But above all the souls distressed,
Longing for rest everlasting.

3

We are God’s house of living stones,
Built for His own habitation.
He through baptismal grace us owns
Heirs of His wondrous salvation.
Were we but two His name to tell,
Yet He would deign with us to dwell
With all His grace and His favor.

4

Here stands the font before our eyes,
Telling how God has received us.
The_altar recalls Christ’s sacrifice
And what His Supper here gives us.
Here sound the Scriptures that proclaim
Christ yesterday, today, the same,
And evermore, our Redeemer.

5

Grant, then, O God, Your will be done,
That, when the church bells are ringing,
Many in saving faith may come
Where Christ His message is bringing:
“I know My own; My own know Me.
You, not the world, My face shall see.
My peace I leave with you. Amen.”
Text: Public domain
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POSTLUDE
Toccata on “Built on the Rock”

setting by Ryan Meyer

Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading:
Revelation 7:9-17; 1 John 3:1-3; Matthew 5:1-12
Find a devotional guide on the readings at www.chapelofthecross.org/walkingtogether

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973,
1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserve
worldwide. www.zondervan.com Hymns used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-725523
Lutheran Service Builder License no. VVPKL-GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ.
“A Mighty Fortress is Our God” CCLI Song # 5488935 Christy Nockels | Nathan Nockels ©
2009 sixsteps Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
Sweater Weather Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) worshiptogether.com songs
(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All
rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 11301522
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2021 Concordia
Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Serving at Chapel
Preacher:

Theodore Laesch

Liturgists:

5:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Adam Rouse
Ellory Glenn
Alex Goodwin

Lectors:

8:30 a.m.
11:00 am.

Judy Kooi
Keith Wetzel

Choirs:

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Choral Singers
Joyful Noise

Organist:

Ryan Meyer

Accompanist:

Carolyn Rusnak

Directors:

Ryan Meyer & Carolyn Rusnak

Instrumentalists:

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
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Ted Laesch, trumpet
Matt McEuen, hammered dulcimer
Matt McEuen, guitar
Ellory Glenn, bass guitar
Meagan Purcell, violin
Glenn Lackey, percussion

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO 63136
(314) 741-3737
www.chapelofthecross.org
Email: office@chapelofthecross.org

Worship and Christian Education
Saturday - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Worship Service broadcast on KFUO 850 AM Sundays at 4:00 p.m.
Live internet streaming at www.chapelofthecross.org Sundays at 8:30 a.m.
Holy Communion is celebrated the 1st and 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month at 8:30 a.m.,
the 2nd and 4th and 5th Sundays of the month at 11:00 a.m.,
and the 1st and 3rd and 5th Saturdays of the month at 5:00 p.m.
Sunday school for children, Sunday Bible classes for adults and youth – 9:45 a.m.

Chapel Ministry Staff
Home Phone
Theodore Laesch, Pastor
355-0688
Ellory Glenn, Specific Ministry Pastor
369-8014
James Marriott, Pastoral Assistant - Youth
(972) 741-5978
Ryan Meyer, Director of Music
839-0306
Bill Rusnak, Director of Adult Ministry
200-9797
Clifford Bischoff, Pastoral Assistant
921-1107
Mary Laesch, Children and Family Ministry Coord.
355-0688

E-mail
pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org
ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org
james.marriott@chapelofthecross.org
ryan.meyer@chapelofthecross.org
bill.rusnak@chapelofthecross.org
pastorbischoff@chapelofthecross.org
family@chapelofthecross.org

Missions
Chapel of the Cross supports the ministry of the English District and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
as well as the Lutheran High School Association. We also assist the following ministries and organizations:
*Day 3 Seeds
Helping Hands Food Pantry
Sidewalk Sunday School
Chapel Summer Camp

*Christian Friends of New Americans
Concordia Seminary
Lutherans for Life
Apple of His Eye

*Food for the Poor
Friend of Moms
KFUO Radio
Hope Center for Families

* indicates special emphasis in 2021-2022
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Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran is affiliated with the
English District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod

