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Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 11 & 12, 2021 

5:00 p.m. and 8:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

AS WE GATHER 

In today’s Readings, Jesus encounters another person possessed by an unclean spirit. 

The young man’s father is distraught and desperate. The father utters these words: “I 

believe; help my unbelief!” Jesus does help the man’s unbelief by healing his son. Jesus 

helps our unbelief as well in all that He does. In His miracles and teaching, suffering and 

death, resurrection and ascension, Jesus calls us to faith. And He calls us to be His 

witnesses. 

 

 

  

 

PRELUDE 

 Prelude and Fugue in F Major”                                                               J. S. Bach 

 

 

 
WELCOME 
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 PREPARATION  

 
Please stand 

OPENING HYMN        
 819 Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good 

 

1 Sing praise to God, the highest good, 

    The author of creation, 

The God of love who understood 

    Our need for His salvation. 

With healing balm our souls He fills 

And ev’ry faithless murmur stills: 

    To God all praise and glory! 
 

3 We sought the Lord in our distress; 

    O God, in mercy hear us. 

Our Savior saw our helplessness 

    And came with peace to cheer us. 

For this we thank and praise the Lord, 

Who is by one and all adored: 

    To God all praise and glory! 
 

4 He never shall forsake His flock, 

    His chosen generation; 

He is their refuge and their rock, 

    Their peace and their salvation. 

As with a mother’s tender hand, 

He leads His own, His chosen band: 

    To God all praise and glory! 
 

5 All who confess Christ’s holy name, 

    Give God the praise and glory. 

Let all who know His pow’r proclaim 

    Aloud the wondrous story. 

Cast ev’ry idol from its throne, 

For God is God, and He alone: 

    To God all praise and glory! 
Public domain 
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INVOCATION 
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   

Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive  

  our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

 

Pastor:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and   

  unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by  

  what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not  

  loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as  

  ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For  

  the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew  

  us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your  

  ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Pastor:   Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His  

  sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of  

  Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the  

  name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
 528 Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing 

  

1 Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing 

    My great Redeemer’s praise, 

The glories of my God and King, 

    The triumphs of His grace! 

 

4 He breaks the pow’r of canceled sin; 

    He sets the pris’ner free. 

His blood can make the foulest clean; 

    His blood avails for me. 

 

6 See all your sins on Jesus laid; 

    The Lamb of God was slain. 

His soul was once an off’ring made 

    For ev’ry soul of man. 

 

7 To God all glory, praise, and love 

    Be now and ever giv’n 

By saints below and saints above, 

    The Church in earth and heav’n. 

 
Text: Public domain 

 

  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Let us pray.  

 Lord Jesus Christ, our support and defense in every need, continue to 

preserve Your Church in safety, govern her by Your goodness, and bless 

her with Your peace; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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 WORD  

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                        Isaiah 50:4–10 

(God sustains and vindicates His people.) 
                                          
4 The Sovereign LORD has given me an instructed tongue, to know the word that 

sustains the weary. He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen like 

one being taught. 5 The Sovereign LORD has opened my ears, and I have not been 

rebellious; I have not drawn back. 6 I offered my back to those who beat me, my cheeks 

to those who pulled out my beard; I did not hide my face from mocking and spitting.  
7 Because the Sovereign LORD helps me, I will not be disgraced. Therefore have I set my 

face like flint, and I know I will not be put to shame. 8 He who vindicates me is near. 

Who then will bring charges against me? Let us face each other! Who is my accuser? Let 

him confront me! 9 It is the Sovereign LORD who helps me. Who is he that will condemn 

me? They will all wear out like a garment; the moths will eat them up. 

 
10 Who among you fears the LORD and obeys the word of his servant? Let him who 

walks in the dark, who has no light, trust in the name of the LORD and rely on his God.                 
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM                     Psalm 116:1-9 

Pastor:   I love the LORD, for he heard my voice;  

People:  he heard my cry for mercy.  
   

Pastor:   Because he turned his ear to me,  

People:  I will call on him as long as I live.  

 

Pastor:   The cords of death entangled me, the anguish of the grave came upon  

   me; 

People:  I was overcome by trouble and sorrow.  

 

Pastor:   Then I called on the name of the LORD:  

People:  "O LORD, save me!" 



 6 

 

 

Pastor:  The LORD is gracious and righteous; 

People: our God is full of compassion.  

 

Pastor:  The LORD protects the simplehearted;  

People: when I was in great need, he saved me.  

 

Pastor:  Be at rest once more, O my soul, 

People: for the LORD has been good to you.  

 

Pastor:  For you, O LORD, have delivered my soul from death,  

People: my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling, 9 that I may walk before  

  the LORD in the land of the living. 

 

 

 

EPISTLE                                                                                                 James 3:1–12 

(The tongue is small but powerful in speaking both good and evil.) 

     
1 Not many of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because you know that 

we who teach will be judged more strictly. 2 We all stumble in many ways. If anyone is 

never at fault in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to keep his whole body in check.  

 
3 When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can turn the 

whole animal. 4 Or take ships as an example. Although they are so large and are driven 

by strong winds, they are steered by a very small rudder wherever the pilot wants to go. 
5 Likewise the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider 

what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark. 6 The tongue also is a fire, a world of 

evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets the whole course of 

his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell.  

 
7 All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and creatures of the sea are being tamed and have 

been tamed by man, 8 but no man can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly 

poison. 

                                            (continued on next page) 
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9 With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have 

been made in God's likeness. 10 Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My 

brothers, this should not be. 11 Can both fresh water and salt water flow from the same 

spring? 12 My brothers, can a fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Neither can a 

salt spring produce fresh water.  
               

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 

Please stand 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the ninth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                                              Mark 9:14–29  

(Jesus heals a demon-possessed boy.) 

 
14 When they came to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd around them and the 

teachers of the law arguing with them. 15 As soon as all the people saw Jesus, they were 

overwhelmed with wonder and ran to greet him.  

 
16 "What are you arguing with them about?" he asked.  

 
17 A man in the crowd answered, "Teacher, I brought you my son, who is possessed by a 

spirit that has robbed him of speech. 18 Whenever it seizes him, it throws him to the 

ground. He foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid. I asked your 

disciples to drive out the spirit, but they could not."  

 
19 "O unbelieving generation," Jesus replied, "how long shall I stay with you? How long 

shall I put up with you? Bring the boy to me."  

 
20 So they brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into a 

convulsion. He fell to the ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth. 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/james/3.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/mark/9.html
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21 Jesus asked the boy's father, "How long has he been like this?" 

 

"From childhood," he answered. 22 "It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill him. 

But if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us." 

 
23 "'If you can'?" said Jesus. "Everything is possible for him who believes."  

 
24 Immediately the boy's father exclaimed, "I do believe; help me overcome my  

unbelief !" 

 
25 When Jesus saw that a crowd was running to the scene, he rebuked the evil spirit. 

"You deaf and mute spirit," he said, "I command you, come out of him and never enter 

him again."  

 
26 The spirit shrieked, convulsed him violently and came out. The boy looked so much 

like a corpse that many said, "He's dead." 27 But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted 

him to his feet, and he stood up. 

 
28 After Jesus had gone indoors, his disciples asked him privately, "Why couldn't we 

drive it out?"  

 
29 He replied, "This kind can come out only by prayer."       
         

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
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HYMN 
          846 Your Hand, O Lord, in Days of Old       

 

1 Your hand, O Lord, in days of old 

    Was strong to heal and save; 

It triumphed over ills and death, 

    O’er darkness and the grave. 

To You they came, the blind, the mute, 

    The palsied and the lame, 

The lepers in their misery, 

    The sick with fevered frame. 

 

2 Your touch then, Lord, brought life and health, 

    Gave speech and strength and sight; 

And youth renewed and frenzy calmed 

    Revealed You, Lord of light. 

And now, O Lord, be near to bless, 

    Almighty as before, 

In crowded street, by beds of pain, 

    As by Gennes’ret’s shore. 

 

3 O be our great deliv’rer still, 

    The Lord of life and death; 

Restore and quicken, soothe and bless, 

    With Your life-giving breath. 

To hands that work and eyes that see 

    Give wisdom’s healing pow’r 

That whole and sick and weak and strong 

    May praise You evermore. 

 
Public domain 
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PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 
  

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was  

buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He  

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From  

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
                                                                                                

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING 
 “Give Me Jesus”                            setting by Johannes M. Michel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Sermon Notes: 
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Please stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor:   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all         

                     people according to their needs.               
 

+ + + Special Intercessions + + + 

              Each concluding:     Pastor:  Lord, in Your mercy,    People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:             Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we   

                         pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:       Amen. 

 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 

   
BENEDICTION    
Pastor:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

            The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

                The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People:   Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN 
 825 Rise, Shine, You People 

  

1 Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has entered 

Our human story; God in Him is centered. 

He comes to us, by death and sin surrounded, 

With grace unbounded. 

 

2 See how He sends the pow’rs of evil reeling; 

He brings us freedom, light and life and healing. 

All men and women, who by guilt are driven, 

Now are forgiven. 

 

3 Come, celebrate, your banners high unfurling, 

Your songs and prayers against the darkness hurling. 

To all the world go out and tell the story 

Of Jesus’ glory. 

 

4 Tell how the Father sent His Son to save us. 

Tell of the Son, who life and freedom gave us. 

Tell how the Spirit calls from ev’ry nation 

His new creation. 

 
© 1974 Augsburg Publishing House; admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 

 

  
POSTLUDE 
 “Psalm XIX”                                      B. Marcello 
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Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading: 

Jeremiah 11:18-20; James 3:13-4:10; Mark 9:30-37 

Find a devotional guide on the readings at www.chapelofthecross.org/walkingtogether 
 

 

 

 

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®.  Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 

by Biblica, Inc.™  Used by permission of Zondervan.  All rights reserve worldwide.   www.zondervan.com  

Hymns used by permission.  OneLicense.net #A-725523  LSB Hymn License.net, Lutheran Service 

Builder.  
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2021 Concordia 

Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.zondervan.com/
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Serving at Chapel 
 

Preacher:    Theodore Laesch     
 

Liturgists:    5:00 p.m. Theodore Laesch 

     8:30 a.m. Ellory Glenn 

     11:00 a.m. Theodore Laesch 

 

Lector:     8:30 a.m. Bill Kooi 
  

Pianist:    Marilyn Kreitner 
 

Organist & Accompanist:  Ryan Meyer   
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Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran 
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO  63136 

(314) 741-3737                  www.chapelofthecross.org 

Email: office@chapelofthecross.org 
 

 

Worship and Christian Education 
Saturday - 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Worship Service broadcast on KFUO 850 AM Sundays at 4:00 p.m. 

Live internet streaming at www.chapelofthecross.org Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated the 1st and 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month at 8:30 a.m., 

the 2nd and 4th and 5th Sundays of the month at 11:00 a.m.,   

and the 1st and 3rd and 5th Saturdays of the month at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday school for children, Sunday Bible classes for adults and youth – 9:45 a.m. 
 

 

Chapel Ministry Staff 
                         Home Phone                          E-mail 

Theodore Laesch, Pastor                                       355-0688       pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org  

Ellory Glenn, Specific Ministry Pastor     369-8014       ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org 

James Marriott, Pastoral Assistant - Youth          (972) 741-5978        james.marriott@chapelofthecross.org 

Ryan Meyer, Director of Music      839-0306       ryan.meyer@chapelofthecross.org 

Bill Rusnak, Director of Adult Ministry     200-9797       bill.rusnak@chapelofthecross.org  

Clifford Bischoff, Pastoral Assistant                                    921-1107       pastorbischoff@chapelofthecross.org 

Mary Laesch, Children and Family Ministry Coord.    355-0688       family@chapelofthecross.org  

 

     
 

  

 

Missions 
Chapel of the Cross supports the ministry of the English District and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

as well as the Lutheran High School Association. We also assist the following ministries and organizations: 
 

 

Day 3 Seeds  Hope Center for Families      Apple of His Eye 

Helping Hands Food Pantry Concordia Seminary                                             Friend of Moms 

Sidewalk Sunday School                   Lutherans for Life                                                 KFUO Radio 

Chapel Summer Camp       

                                                                                                                                 

                   
 

 

 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran is affiliated with the 

English District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

mailto:pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org

