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Welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran! 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

To Our Visitors 

We offer you a very warm welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran!  We are happy to have 

you worshipping with us and hope that your worship here today and the Word of God that is 

shared will assist you in the week ahead.  If you are looking for a church home, we hope that you 

would prayerfully consider making Chapel of the Cross that home.  May God bless your week! 

 

Nursery 

If you need to take your infant or toddler out of the worship service, the nursery is available for 

your use.  The worship service is broadcast to the nursery.  An usher will be happy to show you 

where it is located. 

 

Sunday School and Bible Study 

We have an exciting Sunday School program for children age 2 and up. We also offer Bible 

studies for youth and adults at 9:45 a.m.  Sunday School rooms are in the Lower Level.  Check the 

Chapel Weekly handout for Bible study locations.  An usher will be happy to take you to the 

appropriate place. 

 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion is celebrated regularly and often here at Chapel of the Cross.  If you have 

questions about Holy Communion and what we as a church believe about it, please speak with 

the Pastor before the service.  Children are invited to come forward with their parents for a 

blessing. 

 

Sound Enhancement Devices 
If you are hearing impaired there are sound enhancement devices available.  Please ask an usher 

for a personal receiver. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mission of Chapel of the Cross 
 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of 

North County and beyond so that all may have a living relationship with Christ. 
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Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost  

September 4, 2022 

11:00 a.m. 

 
Please note: This worship service is live streamed and recorded.   

 

AS WE GATHER 
In the explanation of the Small Catechism, we are taught that the Law of God serves 

three purposes. First, as a curb, the Law helps to control violent outbursts of sin and 

keeps order in the world. Second, as a mirror, the Law accuses us and shows us our sin. 

Third, as a guide, the Law teaches us Christians what we should and should not do to 

lead a God-pleasing life. Notice that the third use is for “us Christians,” that is, those 

who have been freed from the Law’s curse by faith in Christ. In that faith we discover 

God’s love reflected even in His Law. So the Psalm teaches us to pray, “Oh how I love 

Your law,” and “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path” (Psalm 119:97, 

105). Today we receive that light and love to follow our Lord Jesus, the way, the truth, 

and the life. 

  

 

  

PRELUDE 
 Partita on “Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”        setting by Charles Callahan  
  

         
WELCOME 

 

 

The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the altar reminding   

us that Christ leads us into the presence of God. 
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 PREPARATION  
Please stand 

ENTRANCE HYMN        
 851 Lord of Glory, You have Bought Us 

 

 

 

INVOCATION 
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   

Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive  

  our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Pastor:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and   

  unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by  

  what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not  

  loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as  

  ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For  

  the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew  

  us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your  

  ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Pastor:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His  

  sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of  

  Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the  

  name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

People: Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
 “Praise to You, O God of Mercy”                  Marty Haugen 

                                                                                          

 Praise to You, O God of Mercy! 

 Thanks be to You forever! 

 Raising high the weak and lowly: 

 Thanks be to You forever! 

  

 From of old You loved and sought us! 

 Thanks be to You forever! 

 Truth and justice You have taught us: 

 Thanks be to You forever! 

  

 Strong is Your faithfulness, strong is Your love, 

 Rememb’ring Your covenant of life with us. 

  

 Praise to You, O God of mercy! 

 Thanks be to You forever! 

 Raising high the weak and lowly: 

 Thanks be to You forever! 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Let us pray.  

People: O merciful Lord, You did not spare Your only Son but delivered Him 

up for us all. Grant us courage and strength to take up the cross and 

follow Him, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen. 
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 WORD  

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                            Deuteronomy 30:15–20 

(The choice of life and death) 
 
15 See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and destruction. 16 For I command 

you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his commands, 

decrees and laws; then you will live and increase, and the LORD your God will bless 

you in the land you are entering to possess. 17 But if your heart turns away and you are 

not obedient, and if you are drawn away to bow down to other gods and worship them, 
18 I declare to you this day that you will certainly be destroyed. You will not live long in 

the land you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 

 

 19 This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you 

life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may 

live 20 and that you may love the LORD your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to 

him. For the LORD is your life, and he will give you many years in the land he swore to 

give to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.                   
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM                   Psalm 1 

 

Pastor:  Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or  

  stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers.  

People: But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates  

  day and night.  
 

Pastor:  He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in  

  season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers.  

People: Not so the wicked! They are like chaff that the wind blows away.  
 

Pastor:  Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the  

  assembly of the righteous.  

People: For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the 

  wicked will perish. 
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EPISTLE                                                        Philemon 1–21  

(Paul’s plea for Onesimus)  

                         
1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, to Philemon our dear friend 

and fellow worker, 2 to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier and to the 

church that meets in your home: 3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
4 I always thank my God as I remember you in my prayers, 5 because I hear about your 

faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints. 6 I pray that you may be active in 

sharing your faith, so that you will have a full understanding of every good thing we 

have in Christ.  7 Your love has given me great joy and encouragement, because you, 

brother, have refreshed the hearts of the saints. 8 Therefore, although in Christ I could be 

bold and order you to do what you ought to do, 9 yet I appeal to you on the basis of love. 

I then, as Paul--an old man and now also a prisoner of Christ Jesus-- 10 I appeal to you 

for my son Onesimus, who became my son while I was in chains. 11 Formerly he was 

useless to you, but now he has become useful both to you and to me.  

 
12 I am sending him--who is my very heart--back to you. 13 I would have liked to keep 

him with me so that he could take your place in helping me while I am in chains for the 

gospel. 14 But I did not want to do anything without your consent, so that any favor you 

do will be spontaneous and not forced. 15 Perhaps the reason he was separated from you 

for a little while was that you might have him back for good-- 16 no longer as a slave, but 

better than a slave, as a dear brother. He is very dear to me but even dearer to you, both 

as a man and as a brother in the Lord. 17 So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as 

you would welcome me. 18 If he has done you any wrong or owes you anything, charge 

it to me. 19 I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand. I will pay it back--not to mention 

that you owe me your very self.  

 
20 I do wish, brother, that I may have some benefit from you in the Lord; refresh my 

heart in Christ.  21 Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do 

even more than I ask.    
               

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourteenth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                                             Luke 14:25–35 

(The cost of discipleship) 

 
25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26 "If anyone 

comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers 

and sisters--yes, even his own life--he cannot be my disciple. 27 And anyone who does 

not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.  

 

28 "Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the 

cost to see if he has enough money to complete it? 29 For if he lays the foundation and is 

not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him, 30 saying, 'This fellow began 

to build and was not able to finish.'  

 

31 "Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he not first sit 

down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming 

against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he is not able, he will send a delegation while 

the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. 33 In the same way, any of 

you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple.  

 

34 "Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? 35 It is fit 

neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out. 

 

"He who has ears to hear, let him hear."        
         

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
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HYMN 
 783 Take My Life and Let it Be 

 

 

 

 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 
 

 

 

Please stand 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was  

buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He  

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From  

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
                                                                                                

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING 

 “Take My Life and Let it Be”                setting by Ryan Meyer 
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Please stand   

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor:   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all         

                     people according to their needs.               
 

+ + + Special Intercessions + + + 

              Each concluding:     Pastor:  Lord, in Your mercy,    People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:             Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we   

                         pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:       Amen. 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

BENEDICTION    

Pastor:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

            The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

                The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People:   Amen. 

 

 

Please turn towards the cross as it is carried out of the church, and remain facing it until the 

hymn is completed.  This symbolizes our following Christ into the world as we leave. 

 
RECESSIONAL HYMN 

 853 How Clear is Our Vocation, Lord 

  



 

9 

 

POSTLUDE 
 “Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice”                                setting by John Behnke 
 

Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading: 

Ezekiel 34:11-24; 1 Timothy 1:12-17; Luke 15:1-10 

Find a devotional guide on the readings at www.chapelofthecross.org/walkingtogether 
 

 

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®.  Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 

by Biblica, Inc.™  Used by permission of Zondervan.  All rights reserve worldwide.   www.zondervan.com  

Hymns used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-725523 Lutheran Service Builder License no. VVPKL-

GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ. 
 

 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2022 Concordia 

Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 

 

Serving at Chapel 
 

Preacher:    Theodore Laesch         
 

Liturgists:    5:00 p.m. Clifford Bischoff   

     8:30 a.m. Theodore Laesch   

     11:00 a.m. Theodore Laesch       
 

Lectors:      11:00 a.m.  Evan Wallace                     
 

Acolytes:    8:30 a.m. Aniya Cleveland   

     11:00 a.m. Zoe Laesch 

                         

Organist & Accompanist:  Ryan Meyer   
                                  

Elder of the Week:   Craig Schlichtmann  

 

Director of the Week:   John Jordan      

 

 

 

 

http://www.zondervan.com/
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Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran 
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO  63136 

(314) 741-3737                  www.chapelofthecross.org 

Email: office@chapelofthecross.org 
 

 

Worship and Christian Education 
Saturday - 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Worship Service broadcast on KFUO 850 AM Sundays at 4:00 p.m. 

Live internet streaming at www.chapelofthecross.org Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated the 1st and 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month at 8:30 a.m., 

the 2nd and 4th and 5th Sundays of the month at 11:00 a.m.,   

and the 1st and 3rd and 5th Saturdays of the month at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday school for children, Sunday Bible classes for adults and youth – 9:45 a.m. 
 

 
Chapel Ministry Staff 

                         Home Phone                          E-mail 

Theodore Laesch, Pastor                                       355-0688       pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org  

Ellory Glenn, Specific Ministry Pastor     369-8014       ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org 

Ryan Meyer, Director of Music      839-0306       ryan.meyer@chapelofthecross.org 

Bill Rusnak, Director of Adult Ministry     200-9797       bill.rusnak@chapelofthecross.org  

Clifford Bischoff, Pastoral Assistant                                    921-1107       pastorbischoff@chapelofthecross.org 

Mary Laesch, Children and Family Ministry Coord.    355-0688       family@chapelofthecross.org  

 
       

 

Missions 
Chapel of the Cross supports the ministry of the English District and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

as well as the Lutheran High School Association. We also assist the following ministries and organizations: 
 

 

*Day 3 Seeds  *Christian Friends of New Americans  *Food for the Poor 

Helping Hands Food Pantry Concordia Seminary                                             Friend of Moms 

Sidewalk Sunday School                   Lutherans for Life                                                 KFUO Radio 

Chapel Summer Camp  Apple of His Eye                     Hope Center for Families 

                                                                                                         

                   

* indicates special emphasis in 2021-2022 
 

 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran is affiliated with the 

English District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 


