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Making Christ Visible (part 8)

Confess Your Sins to One Another

James 5:16

Intro: family photo albums



Confessing our sins to one another is a means of God’s grace to restore fellowship as we experience God’s love as the body of Christ. 

1.	Breach of Fellowship


· Some, not all, sins causes sickness


John 5:14 - Afterward Jesus found him in the temple and said to him, “See, you are well! Sin no more, that nothing worse may happen to you.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]1 Corinthians 11:27–30 - Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. [28] Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. [29] For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. [30] That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died. 


John 9:1–3 - As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” [3] Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him. 


· Sin is a breach of fellowship 


Matthew 5:23–24 - So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, [24] leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 

2.	Covering Sin

· Run 
· Hide 
· Cover 

1 John 1:8–10 - If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. [9] If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. [10] If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

Proverbs 28:13

	[13] Whoever conceals his transgressions will not prosper,
	but he who confesses and forsakes them will obtain mercy. 

3.	Confessing Sin

To God

Psalm 51:4

	[4] Against you, you only, have I sinned
		and done what is evil in your sight,
	so that you may be justified in your words
		and blameless in your judgment.  

To Offended Individual

Ephesians 2:13–16 - But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. [14] For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility [15] by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, [16] and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 

Effective Confession

· I am sorry for ________________
· Will you forgive me?

Creating Pictures 

· In the home 
· In the church
· In the workplace/neighborhoods

Guiding Wisdom

 (
‘To say “I’m sorry I was rude to you” or “I’m sorry I showed off in front of you” is right; but not “I’m afraid I’ve had jealous thoughts about you all day.” Such a confession does not help; it only embarrasses. If the sin remains secret in the mind and does not erupt into words or deeds, it must be confessed to God alone. It is true that, according to the teaching of Jesus, “anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart” (Mt. 5:28); but this is adultery in the sight of God and is to be confessed to him, not to her. The rule is always that secret sins must be confessed secretly (to God), and private sins must be confessed privately (to the injured party).’
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4.	Restored Fellowship




Conclusion: humble yourself


