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Psalm Sunday 

 
At the End of Our Rope 

 
Psalm 23 
 
Intro: Familiarity can miss the point 
 
David wrote this psalm to remind himself and us 
of the never-failing truth of God’s active 
presence in the darkness of our lives.  

 

 

1. The Shepherding of the Lord  

Green Pastures and Still Waters 
 
 
Restored Souls and Right Paths 
 
 
Ezekiel 36:22–32 - “Therefore say to the house 

of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: It is not for 

your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to 

act, but for the sake of my holy name, which you 

have profaned among the nations to which you 

came. [23] And I will vindicate the holiness of my 

great name, which has been profaned among the 

nations, and which you have profaned among them. 

And the nations will know that I am the LORD, 

declares the Lord GOD, when through you I 

vindicate my holiness before their eyes. [24] I will 

take you from the nations and gather you from all 

the countries and bring you into your own land. [25] 

I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be 

clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your 

‘The other names [for God] sound 
somewhat too gloriously and majestically, 
and bring, as it were, an awe and fear with 
them, when we hear them uttered. This is 
the case when the Scriptures call God our 
Lord, King, Creator. This, however, is not 
the case with the sweet word shepherd. It 
brings the godly, when they read it or hear 
it, as it were a confidence, a consolation, or 
security like the word father.’  
   Martin Luther 



idols I will cleanse you. [26] And I will give you a 

new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And 

I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and 

give you a heart of flesh. [27] And I will put my 

Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my 

statutes and be careful to obey my rules. [28] You 

shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers, 

and you shall be my people, and I will be your God. 

[29] And I will deliver you from all your 

uncleannesses. And I will summon the grain and 

make it abundant and lay no famine upon you. [30] I 

will make the fruit of the tree and the increase of 

the field abundant, that you may never again suffer 

the disgrace of famine among the nations. [31] 

Then you will remember your evil ways, and your 

deeds that were not good, and you will loathe 

yourselves for your iniquities and your 

abominations. [32] It is not for your sake that I will 

act, declares the Lord GOD; let that be known to 

you. Be ashamed and confounded for your ways, 

O house of Israel. (ESV) 

 
Philippians 1:6 - And I am sure of this, that he who 

began a good work in you will bring it to completion 

at the day of Jesus Christ. (ESV) 

 
 

2. The Crux of God’s Shepherding  
 
God in the Valley 
 
Comfort  
 

3. The Result of God’s Shepherding  

 
Host 
 

• Prepared table  
• Anointed head  
• Overflowing cup  

 
 
Dwelling Forever 
 
Conclusion: The Good Shepherd 

 
John 10:11 - I am the good shepherd. The good 

shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. (ESV) 


