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A Table in the Mist 
Ecclesiastes 9:1-12 

 
 
 
 

Intro:   Thanksgiving & Ecclesiastes  
 
 

I. Broken but Ready (9:1-6) 

 

A. Death: The Stark Reality 

 

• There is a common human 
destiny and that is death. 

 

• “Under the sun” we cannot 
make sense out of the 
prosperity of the wicked and 
suffering of the saint.  

 

B. Living To Die Well 

 
• The stark reality of death is not 

meant to bring us to a place of 
despair. 
 

• Dying well does not mean we 
are not broken-hearted when 
touched by death. 
 

• We are broken but we can be 
ready. 

 
 

II. Never Saw it Coming (9:11-12) 

 
A. The Sure Bet (11) 
 
B. God of the Unforeseen (12) 
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“The book or the music (or the beach house, or 
hillside or ministry, job, success, relationship 

etc.) in which we thought the beauty was 
located will betray if we trust in them; for it 
was not in them, it only came through them, 

and what came through was longing. 
These...are good images of what we really 

desire; but if they are mistaken for the thing 
itself, they turn into dumb idols breaking the 

hearts of their worshipers. For they are not the 
thing itself; they are only a scent of a flower we 
have not found, the echo of a tune we have not 
heard, news from a far off land we have not yet 

visited.”(Parenthisis and italics mine) 
- C. S. Lewis 

 
 
 

III. The Gospel According to 
Ecclesiastes (9:7-10) 

 
A. The Dying Are the Most Alive 

 
• “Go” (7) and seize the gifts that 

God has given. You are dying 
and don’t have a lot of time. 

 
 

The Last Battle 

 
 

“Jesus literally ate his way through the Gospels.” 

D. E. Ford Self and Salvation: Being Transformed 

 

 
 

 

 
 


