
CCC Worship Gathering   1.9.22 
Pursuing God (part 2) 

 
Laying Hold of God 
 
Psalm 34:1-8 
 

Intro: spiritual senses 
 
 
God wants to quicken our spiritual senses this 
morning to taste and see the satisfaction of our 
longings in Jesus.  
 

1. God-Designed Experience  
 
 
Experiencing God: 

• Gladness (v.2) 
• Magnifying and Exulting (v.3)  
• Delivery from fear…aka peace (v.4) 
• Radiant face (v.5) 
• Security (v.7) 
• Tasting and seeing (v.8) 

 
 

2. Two Kinds of Knowing 
 
 
Intellectual Knowledge 
 
 
James 2:19 - You believe that God is one; you do 

well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! 

(ESV) 

 

Spiritual Knowledge 
 
 
1 Corinthians 2:14 - The natural person does not 

accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they 

are folly to him, and he is not able to understand 

them because they are spiritually discerned. 

(ESV) 

 

John 17:3 - And this is eternal life, that they know 

you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 

you have sent. (ESV) 

 
 
 

• We Taste God in His Word 
 



 
Psalm 119:103 

 [103] How sweet are your words to my 

taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth! (ESV) 

 

Hebrews 6:5 - and have tasted the goodness of 

the word of God and the powers of the age to 

come, (ESV) 

 
 

• We See God in His Son 
 
 
Matthew 5:8 - Blessed are the pure in heart, for 

they shall see God. (ESV) 

 

 

2 Corinthians 3:18-4:6 - And we all, with unveiled 

face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being 

transformed into the same image from one degree 

of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord 

who is the Spirit. 

Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of 

God, we do not lose heart. [2] But we have 

renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We 

refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with God’s 

word, but by the open statement of the truth we 

would commend ourselves to everyone’s conscience 

in the sight of God. [3] And even if our gospel is 

veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. [4] In 

their case the god of this world has blinded the 

minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing 

the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is 

the image of God. [5] For what we proclaim is not 

ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves 

as your servants for Jesus’ sake. [6] For God, who 

said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in 

our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the 

glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. (ESV) 

 
 

3. Knowing God v. Knowing About God 
 
 
The Heart that Sees God: 

• Trusts rather than manipulates 
• Delights rather than demands 
• Waits rather than wants 
• Looks to give rather than get 
• Self-sacrificing rather than self-

preserving 
• Submits rather than dictates 



• Stands by the defense of the Spirit 
rather than self-defense 

• Marked by patience rather than by 
agitation 

• Surrenders rather than negotiates 
• Hears the voice of God rather than 

people 
• Provides rather than protects  

 

 

Conclusion: lay hold of healing  
 
 


