
A Witness for Christ 
John 1:6–8, 15, 19–37 

Welcome to Christ Church 
Our mission is to cultivate gospel transformation with the hope 
that our lives are marked by transformation from “one degree  
of glory to another” (2 Corinthians 3:18). We live this out by 
encouraging people to take three steps: 1) belong to gospel 
community, 2) grow in gospel transformation, and 3) give in 
gospel mission. Step one is simple: find out how to belong  
to a small group, what we call kGroups, or a Bible study. 

For now, please enjoy the gospel in our worship and preaching.  
Let us know how we may serve you better. 

Love, 
Pastor Bob 

MEMBERSHIP 
Please contact the church office if you are interested in learning 
more about Christ Church or becoming a member. 

PRAYER 
Email prayer requests to prayerchain@christchurchpca.org. 

CONNECT 
Subscribe to The Connection, our weekly email newsletter. 

INFORMATION 
Pastoral Staff Dr. Bob Smart, Lead Pastor 
 Brad Lucht, Pastor of Ministries 

Office Hours Monday–Friday 
 8:30 a.m.–2:30 p.m. 

Contact Us office@christchurchpca.org 
 309-452-7927

Sunday, January 8, 2023 
8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

1301 N. Linden Street, Normal, Illinois 61761 
christchurchpca.org

http://ChristChurchPCA.org


Abiding in Christ 
Sunday, January 8, 2023

John 
This sermon series is entitled Abiding in Christ. John, the son of 
Zebedee (a Jew, one of the original twelve disciples, and a member 
of Jesus’ inner apostolic circle), wrote this gospel and referred to 
himself as the disciple “whom Jesus loved” (13:23). The gospel is 
different than Matthew, Mark, and Luke because there are no 
parables, yet a long account of the upper room, details of the first 
seven days of Jesus’ ministry, his seven signs, and his seven “I 
AM” statements; so all peoples could really see and cultivate 
transformational life through an abiding and relational knowledge 
of Jesus (20:30-31).  

kGroup Discussion 
Context: In John’s prologue, he introduces “John, the witness to the 
Light (Jesus).” In this way we can learn about the difficulties and 
effectiveness of being a witness for Christ, as well as the two things we 
witness Christ doing.  

1. How do verses 6–8 and 15 seem to interrupt the flow of the 
prologue? Why is it important to let the author, John, do this 
without ignoring his intent? 

2. Why is it necessary that John the baptizer and all of the people in 
John’s gospel witness for Christ? Why is witnessing necessary? 

3. Can an ordinary person witness for Christ? “There was a man . . . a 
witness to the light.” (verse 6) 

4. Who are the witnesses in John’s gospel? 
5. Why do we make it so hard to witness for Christ? What are your 

personal objections? How does a toxic culture make it hard for us 
to witness? 

6. How can we be effective witnesses for Christ? Why is it important 
to witness about who we are not? (verses 19-28) 

7. What two things do we witness Christ doing in this passage? 
(verses 29 and 33) 

8. What is one practical application that you can make from this 
text? 

Belong 
kGroups 
Join a kGroup to engage in life-
on-life fellowship. Check the 
Church Center app and sign up! 

App 
Download the Church Center app 
to view our directory and join 
different ministry groups. 

Bible Studies 
Join the women this year 
studying Luke, or the men 
studying Ephesians. See The 
Connection or the app for details. 

Grow 
Nursery 
8:30, 10:00 & 11:00 a.m., Downstairs 
Nursery care offered for infant 
through age 3. 

Children’s Foundations 
Sundays, 10:00 a.m., Downstairs 
Classes are offered for toddlers 
through 6th graders. Please help 
your child find their classroom 
(designated by grade level). 

Children’s Church 
Sundays, 8:30 & 11:00 a.m., Downstairs 
After the service offering, 
children ages 4–7 are invited to 
the front of the sanctuary to pray 
and are then dismissed. 

Youth Foundations 
Sundays, 10:00 a.m., CCY House 
Classes are offered for 7th–12th 
graders each week in the Youth 
House. 

Adult Foundations Hour 
Sundays, 10 a.m., Multipurpose Room 
This adult education class covers 
a range of topics. The current 
series is focused on Soul Care 
Training. 

Give 
Online Giving 
To give online:  
 

             
Contact Gary Haluska for details: 
gary@christchurchpca.org. 
January 1, 2023 
Attendance 248 
Offering $1,678.00 
Deacons’ Fund $0.00 
End-of-Year Offering $47,502.00 
Total $49,180.00 
Budgeted $17,667.00 

Upcoming 
Identity Class 
January 23, 30, Feb 6, Youth House 
This Identity Group is the first of 
four spiritual formation groups 
designed to shape us into the 
likeness of Jesus Christ. 

              

Soul Care Training 
Jan 18–Feb 22, Multipurpose Room 
This training offers basic biblical 
categories for laity to counsel 
people through brokenness. 

Prelude 

Welcome 

Call to Worship Psalm 96:1–3 ...............................................
Leader: Oh sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the 
earth! Sing to the Lord, bless his name; tell of his salvation from 
day to day. Congregation: Declare his glory among the 
nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples! 

Songs Oh Our Lord .................................................................
 Servants of a Gracious King 

Prayer of Adoration and Invocation 

Song O for a Thousand Tongues .............................................

Seminary Student Update…………………….……Stephen Lin 

Scripture Reading Romans 8:16 ...........................................

Pastoral Prayer 

Tithes and Offerings 

Children’s Church (ages 4–7) 

Preaching the Word of God Dr. Bob Smart ........................
 “A Witness for Christ,” John 1:6–8, 15, 19–37 

Communion 

Song Doxology .........................................................................

Announcements 

Benediction 

mailto:gary@christchurchpca.org

