
Sunday, February 13, 2022 
8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

Welcome to Christ Church 

Our mission mandate—cultivating Gospel transformation—takes 
place when people use our mission map to take three steps: 1) 
belong to Gospel community, 2) grow in Gospel transformation, 
and 3) give to Gospel mission. Step one is simple—find out how 
to belong to a K-Group, or perhaps a Bible study. For now, please 
enjoy the Gospel in our music and sermon series, and let us know 
how we may serve you better. 

The Gospel According to Esther 
Welcome to Christ Church! This month of February we are in the 
book of Esther – four sermons. God’s name, prayer, and 
scriptures from other books of the bible are conspicuously absent! 
Yet, it is wonderfully written to show how God works in every 
detail of life to save His people from racial injustice and to defeat 
His enemies. Esther becomes Queen of the greatest empire in the 
known world. She is a Jewish orphan, adopted and raised by 
Mordecai (a Jewish statesman in the empire). Haman the Agagite 
(the chief government official under the king of Persia) plans to 
eliminate all Jews, but God reverses this evil plan. As a result, 
Jews celebrate to this day the “feast of Purim,” for the five feasts 
in this book are when God turned the tables and we will see why. 

Please join in Gospel Community through our K-Groups where 
we meet in homes to discuss the messages on Sundays to further 
cultivating Gospel Transformation in our lives, which leads to 
Gospel Mission together. 

Love in Christ, 

Pastor Bob 

 

Information & Announcements 

One Fund $37,219.13 
Deacons’ Fund $0.00 

TOTAL $37,219.13 

Budgeted Amount $14,288.00

Sunday Worship Services 
Join us online or in person at  
8:30 or 11:00 a.m. Watch the 
services live on our YouTube 
channel, “Christ Church PCA.” 
Like the Christ Church Facebook 
page for updates. 

Adult Foundation Hour 
Join us in the Multi-Purpose  
Room at 10:00 a.m. Dustin Webb 
is leading a series on the book 
“Reforesting Faith: What Trees 
Teach Us About the Nature of God 
and His Love for Us.” 

Children’s Foundations 
Classes meet downstairs for 
toddlers through 6th graders, 
10:00–10:50 a.m. Classrooms are 
marked. CCY students (6th–12th 
graders) meet in the CCY House. 

Children’s Church 
Children’s Church is offered 
during both services for children 
ages 4–7, and meets on the 
southside of the Multi-Purpose 
Room. Children are dismissed 
from worship services. Please 
contact Jackie McBurney,  
jackie@christchurchpca.org,  
if you have questions. 

Prayer Team 
Do you have a prayer need? Email 
your requests to Susan Mathes at 
prayerchain@christchurchpca.org. 
Requests are shared with our 
prayer team. To join the prayer 
team, contact the church office  
at office@christchurchpca.org. 

Online Giving 
Do you know there is a way to 
give to the ministries of Christ 
Church electronically? Go to 
app.securegive.com/Christchurchpca, 
which is a secure website. Contact 
Gary Haluska for more details. 

Thinking of Adoption? 
If you are considering adopting  
a child into your family, Christ 
Church wants to come alongside 
you to make it financially possible. 
We have a matching grant fund 
and a loan program administered 
through Lifesong. For more 
information, please contact David 
Loomis, dloomis@ilstu.edu. 

1301 N. Linden Avenue, Normal, IL 61761 
(309) 452-7927  |  Office@ChristChurchPCA.org 

Pastoral Staff 
Dr. Bob Smart, Lead Pastor 
Brad Lucht, Pastor of Ministries

2/6/2022 
Attendance 
303 



Faith in the Face of Probable Death 
Sunday, February 13, 2022 

Prelude 

Welcome 

Call to Worship Isaiah 41:10 
Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; 
I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my 
righteous right hand. 

Song The Rising of the Son 

Prayer of Adoration and Invocation 

Song Before the Throne of God Above 

Announcements 

Scripture Esther 3:1-6 

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

Tithes and Offerings 

Children’s Church (Ages 4–7) 

Preaching the Word of God Rev. Brad Lucht 
 Esther 4:12-17 
 “If I Perish; I Perish” 

Communion with Christ  

Doxology 

Benediction 

Postlude

If I Perish; I Perish 
Esther 4:12-17 
 
 
 

K-Group Questions for February 13, 2022 
Text: Esther 4:12-17 

And they told Mordecai what Esther had said. Then Mordecai 
told them to reply to Esther, “Do not think to yourself that in the 
king's palace you will escape any more than all the other Jews. 
For if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise 
for the Jews from another place, but you and your father's house 
will perish. And who knows whether you have not come to the 
kingdom for such a time as this?” Then Esther told them to reply 
to Mordecai, “Go, gather all the Jews to be found in Susa, and 
hold a fast on my behalf, and do not eat or drink for three days, 
night or day. I and my young women will also fast as you do. 
Then I will go to the king, though it is against the law, and if I 
perish, I perish.” Mordecai then went away and did everything as 
Esther had ordered him. 

Discussion Questions: 

1. In Esther 4:14 - what do you think of Mordecai's confidence 
that the Lord will provide deliverance for the Jews?   

2. What can we learn from Mordecai's assurance of God's 
deliverance on the one hand and his sense of personal 
responsibility to take action on the other hand?  

3. What can we learn from Esther's response to Mordecai's call to 
action in chapter 4 verse 16?  

4. Are we willing to give up our personal comfort and well-being 
for what God might be calling us to?  


