




The Service of Lessons and Carols  

Tonight marks the 21st annual Lessons and Carols Service held here at Christ 

Church. But this service of Scripture and Song actually had its birth over a 

hundred years ago in England. It was there that Edward Benson, who would later 

become the Archbishop of Canterbury, held the first Lessons and Carols service 

on Christmas Eve, 1880, in a temporary wooden structure in Truro.  

The service format began spreading worldwide after the first Festival of Nine 

Lessons and Carols was held on Christmas Eve, 1918, in Kings College, 

Cambridge.  

Wherever the service is heard and however it is adapted, whether the music is 

provided by choir or congregation, the pattern and strength of the service is 

derived from the Scripture lessons and not the music. ‘The main theme is the 

development of the loving purposes of God as seen through the windows and 

words of the Bible.’  

Tonight as we listen to the Word read and carols sung, may we realize anew the 

loving purposes of God in our lives. 



A Service of Lessons and Carols 
Friday, December 24th, 2021 

Prelude                                                                                                        Katie Henderson 

 
Welcome and Invocation                                                                            Rev. Brad Lucht 

 
The First Lesson: Genesis 3:8-15                                                                    Aaron Nelson 

*O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (#123, vs. 1-4)                                              Congregation 

The Second Lesson: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7                                                             Christine Howe    

Isaiah 9:6-7                                                                                               Children’s Choir 

The Third Lesson: Isaiah 11:1-10                                                           Tom Kelly  

O Come Little Children                                                                             Children’s Choir 

The Fourth Lesson: Micah 5:2-4                                  Jessica Sims 

*Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus (#124, vs. 1-2)                       Congregation 

The Fifth Lesson: Luke 1:26-38                                                                  Mandi Mitchell       

Lo! How a Rose E’er Blooming                                                                       Instrumental 

The Sixth Lesson: Luke 2:1-7                                     Tim Schill   

*O Come, All Ye Faithful (#145, vs. 1-3)                                                        Congregation 

The Seventh Lesson: Luke 2:8-20                        Margaret McLean 

   *Angels We Have Heard On High (#132, vs. 1)         Instrumental and Congregation 



The Eighth Lesson: John 1:1-14                             Scott Shaffer 

*Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  (#133, vs. 1-3)                                   Congregation 

The Ninth Lesson: Revelation 21:1-5a                                Oliver Bade      

*Joy to the World! (#125, vs. 1-4)                                                             Congregation 

The Christmas Message                                                                              Dr. Bob Smart 
Matthew 1:1-17; “Christmas is for Rest and Reversal” 

Lighting of the Candles 

*Silent Night! Holy Night!  (#147, vs. 1-3)                                                  Congregation 

Benediction 

*Hymn numbers have been provided for your convenience in using the hymnal  
located under your chair for the congregational hymns. 

Special	Thanks	to:	

Sophia	Brattoli-	Trombone	
Grace	Eom-	Viola	

Erica	Evans-	Trumpet	
Christine	Hansen-	French	Horn	

Katherine	Shindledecker-	Trumpet	
Ben	Wyland-	Flute	

Samantha	Wyland-	Flute	

Children’s	Choir	
Grace	and	Katie	Henderson-	Directors	

Eliza	Kupferschmid-	Soloist	
Ruby	Lucht-	Reader	

Ethan	Scheuermann-	Piano	



Scriptures for Lessons 
The First Lesson: Genesis 3:8-15 

And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the 
man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the 
garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?”  And he said, “I 
heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 
He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded 
you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of 
the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” 
The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” The Lord God said to the serpent, 
“Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; 
on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity 
between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your 
head, and you shall bruise his heel.” 

The Second Lesson: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep 
darkness, on them has light shone. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of peace 
there will be no end, the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of 
hosts will do this. 

The Third Lesson: Isaiah 11:1-10 
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear 
fruit. And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 
Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. And his delight shall 
be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his 
ears hear, but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of 
the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he 
shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his 
loins. The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. The cow 
and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the 
ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put his 
hand on the adder's den. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall 
be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. In that day the root of Jesse, who 
shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall 
be glorious. 



The Fourth Lesson: Micah 5:2-4 
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you 
shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from 
ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has give 
birth; then the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand and 
shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 

The Fifth Lesson: Luke 1:26-38 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a 
virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name 
was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” But 
she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 
And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And 
behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He 
will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.” And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”  And 
the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. And 
behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month 
with her who was called barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” And Mary said, 
“Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel 
departed from her. 

The Sixth Lesson: Luke 2:1-7 
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be 
registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of 
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house 
and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while 
they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them 
in the inn. 



The Seventh Lesson: Luke 2:8-20 
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you 
good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby 
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest and on 
earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” When the angels went away from them into 
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that 
has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying 
that had been told them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the 
shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been 
told them. 

The Eighth Lesson: John 1:1-14 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 
the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name 
was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through 
him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. The true light, which gives 
light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made 
through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, and his own people did not 
receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will 
of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

The Ninth Lesson: Revelation 21:1-5 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from 
the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and 
they will be his people and God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every 
tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor 
pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” And he who was seated on the throne 
said, “Behold, I am making all things new.”



O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
O come, O come, Emmanuel

And ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lonely exile here

Until the Son of God appear

(Chorus)
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel

O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer
Our spirits by Thine advent here

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night
And death’s dark shadows put to flight

(Chorus)

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high
And order all things, far and nigh
To us the path of knowledge show

And cause us in her ways to go

(Chorus)

O come, Desire of nations, bind
All people in one heart and mind

Bid envy, strife and quarrels cease
Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace

(Chorus)

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
Come, thou long-expected Jesus

Born to set Thy people free
From our sins and fears release us

Let us find our rest in Thee
Israel's strength and consolation
Hope of all the earth Thou art
Dear desire of every nation
Joy of every longing heart

Born Thy people to deliver
Born a child and yet a King
Born to reign in us forever

Now Thy gracious kingdom bring
By Thine own eternal Spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone

By Thine all sufficient merit
Raise us to Thy glorious throne



O Come, All Ye Faithful
O come, all ye faithful
Joyful and triumphant

O come ye, o come ye to Bethlehem
Come and behold Him

Born the King of Angels

(Chorus)
O come, let us adore Him
O come, let us adore Him
O come, let us adore Him

Christ the Lord

Sing choirs of angels
Sing in exultation

O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above
Glory to God, all

Glory in the highest

(Chorus)

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee
Born this happy morning

Jesus, to Thee be all glory given
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing

(Chorus)

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Hark! The herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King

Peace on earth and mercy mild
God and sinners reconciled
Joyful, all ye nations, rise

Join the triumph of the skies
With the angelic host proclaim

Christ is born in Bethlehem

(Chorus)
Hark! The herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King

Christ, by highest heaven adored
Christ, the everlasting Lord

Late in time behold Him come
Offspring of a virgin’s womb

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see
Hail the incarnate Deity

Pleased as man with men to dwell
Jesus our Emmanuel

(Chorus)

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace
Hail the Son of Righteousness
Light and life to all He brings

Risen with healing in His wings
Mild He lays His glory by

Born that man no more may die
Born to raise the sons of earth
Born to give them second birth

(Chorus)

Angels We Have Heard on High
Angels we have heard on high
Sweetly singing o'er the plains

And the mountains in reply
Echoing their joyous strains

Gloria, in excelsis Deo
Gloria, in excelsis Deo



Joy to the World
Joy to the world! The Lord is come

Let earth receive her King
Let every heart prepare Him room

And Heaven and nature sing
And Heaven and nature sing

And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns
Let men their songs employ

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat the sounding joy

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy

No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground

He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found
Far as the curse is found

Far as, far as the curse is found

He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove

The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love
And wonders of His love

And wonders, wonders, of His love

Silent Night! Holy Night!
Silent night, holy night
All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child
Holy infant so tender and mild

Sleep in heavenly peace
Sleep in heavenly peace

Silent night, holy night 
Shepherds quake at the sight 

Glories stream from heaven afar
Heavenly hosts sing al-le-lu-ia 

Christ the Savior is born
Christ the Savior is born

Silent night, holy night
Son of God, love's pure light

Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace

Jesus, Lord at Thy birth
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth



The Singers and Musicians of Christ Church thank you  

for worshipping with us this evening as we celebrate  

the birth of the King of Kings. 

We wish you a most blessed Christmas! 


