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And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask,

we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.
I John 5:15 NKJV

Happy New Year! We can finally look back on 2021 and take a moment to reflect on the many
blessings that we experienced in spite of the many challenges. This month’s prayer guide is a

prompt to take time to reflect on the old, to thank God for the now and to look forward, full of
faith to what shall be. As you do that, remember two important verses. The first is from

Hebrews 13:8 and says, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.”  The second
one is similar. “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending says the Lord, which is

and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty. (Revelation 1:8)

In this new year, we also want to “watch and pray”, meaning as we pray, we will look
expectantly for the results of our prayers and God’s answers. Many of our prayers will be

specific and measurable. We will use the prayer guide to update those who are interceding on
the status of our petitions. This way, we can gladly rejoice together as we watch the Lord at

work in our community. Finally, the 2022 guides will leave much more time for you to
individualize your prayer time. As always, take time out to express gratitude, worship and

praise as you spend precious time with God.

Church- Praise God, The local One Church One Day effort continues and is growing! We
currently have about half of the days for each month covered in prayer by the 14 ministries that
are participating. We continue to trust God for the original goal of seeing every day of the
month covered in prayer. Please continue to pray that more will join the effort. We’ll keep you
updated.

First Responders- Last year we had the joy of praying for and with our local police. It was
quite an encouragement to them. We’ve recently learned that the Bloomington Police force is
seeking to hire so that it can get to its full capacity of 123 officers. (Currently the number is
112.) Let’s partner with them in praying for new and quality officers who will love, serve and
protect this community. Let’s pray the same for normal and for the guards at the McLean
County Detention Center. Continue to cover all those who are first responders, whether with
the Fire Departments, Paramedics, or Youth Detention Centers, Emergency Mental Health
Workers or others.

Business- As we pray for local business owners this year, we are asking God to stir their
hearts to personally seek God for their businesses. We have come across a resource
entitled, “Praying God’s Word for Your Business” by Logan Bloom. We are praying for
volunteers and donors who will purchase these books and pass them out free of charge
to area business owners. As we pray, we can keep track of how many books are
received. We believe this will be a source of blessing and encouragement, especially
during these uncertain economic times.



Family- Psalm 68:6 (NIV) tells us that “God sets the lonely in families…”. For this
reason, One Church One Day is lifting up the local Baby Fold and praying regarding their
continual need of foster families throughout the year. Elaine or a member of the prayer
ministries will check with them periodically to find out what their specific needs are.
Updates will be placed in the monthly guide. Please don’t limit your prayers to the Baby
fold alone. We want to lift up all that are helping to strengthen families.

Education- What a blessing it was in 2021 to actually have a prayer walk right on the campus of 
ISU!  This year, we are praying for God to embolden and prepare the students themselves to 
take leadership roles in forming prayer, or Bible Study Groups in their schools. We are praying 
for youth ministry leaders who can mentor and encourage students to claim their schools and 
campuses for Christ. We also continue to pray for all who are in and impacted by the 
educational systems including but not limited to parents, teachers, students, administrators, 
support staff, school board representatives and home-schoolers.

Health care- During the last two years, we have seen our health care system struggle to
deal with mounting health care needs especially as the Coronavirus Pandemic has
spread across the world. Our local Health Department issues regular updates regarding
the COVID pandemic and its impact on McLean County and Illinois. As we share that
information here, we encourage you to remember the words of 2 Chronicles 7:14. “If
my people which are called by my name, shall humble themselves and pray, and seek
my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive
their sin, and heal their land. As this guide is being created, current cases for McLean
County are at 30,224 with 243 deaths. Illinois reports 2,149,548 cases and 27,821
deaths since the start of the pandemic. As you pray, consider lifting up the many
families that have suffered loss, the strain on those who are care providers and those
who are currently ill with the disease. Let’s also not forget the many other health needs,
(diabetes, heart disease, surgeries etc. that challenge many of our neighbors). Finally, we are 
praying for God to bless collaborations between education and health care such as nursing 
training programs that may help bring relief during the current nursing shortage.
Remember there is nothing too hard for God!

Technology, Media & the Arts – Everyday, we are seeing rapid changes in the way we 
experience our world and interact with others. Technology is playing and ever-increasing role in 
our lives. It’s impact can have both positive and negative consequences for society. For this 
reason, we continually seek God for wisdom, insight, understanding and protection as we 
engage in social media, utilize technological tools and consume media and entertainment.  We 
ask God for godly purposes and plans to prevail. We ask that harmful intents be exposed and 
removed. We ask that those whose talents and gifts are in these areas, will seek God’s will and 
purpose as they carry out their craft.



Government- While we do not yet have a specific and measurable prayer request as it relates 
to government, we are certain that the word of God instructs us to pray for those in leadership. 
We ask God to bless our leaders with wisdom, understanding, integrity and compassion. We 
pray for leaders to work together harmoniously to accomplish good on behalf of those they 
serve.  We thank God for their sacrifices behind the scenes and pray protection and blessings 
for their families. We pray for God to raise up new leaders that are ready to take on the 
challenges plaguing our community.  May God give them courage and humility for the task of 
public service. 


