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Call to Worship: Psalm 49     Assurance of Pardon: Matthew 22:1-14 

Title: Wisdom Cries Out in the Public Square 

Text: Proverbs 1:20-33 

These notes are drawn from the sermon notes and outline. They are designed to help you prepare 
2nd-5th graders for listening to the sermon. 

The Key Truth and Overview are provided as preparatory materials to help you as parents grasp 
the meaning of the text and the sermon to follow.  

For each division of the text, we have included three main steps: Ask, Teach, and Discuss. Each 
section begins with a basic question about the text to help your children engage with Scripture. 
Notes about the answer to the question are included. Next, there is a main point to teach about 

this section, along with some subpoints. Finally, there is a discussion question about how to 
apply the truth of Scripture. Included are some pointers for your discussion. 

At the end of these materials is a review of the key truth and some additional points of 
application. Usually these will have to do with prayer and Scripture memorization. 

Please feel free to contact Matt if you have any questions or feedback about these materials 
(matt@christcommunitycobb.org). 

May the Lord bless and guide your efforts to disciple the next generation! 

Key Truth: God’s wisdom calls to us where we live, work, and play to repent and receive 
His assured peace lest we suffer the devastating cost of not listening and continue acting 
foolishly. 

     Overview:  

This text teaches our children that God’s wisdom calls to us in all of life. God’s wisdom 
is not just something we talk about during Sunday school. God give us His wisdom to 
teach us how to truly live. Additionally, there is a great cost for ignoring God’s wisdom. 
We must listen to God’s wisdom today and not assume that we can simply ‘get around to 
it someday.’ 
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Proverbs 1:20-23: God’s Wisdom Calls to Us Where We Live, Work, and Play: 

Ask: Where does Wisdom cry aloud in Proverbs 1:20? Who is she talking to? 

➢ Wisdom cries aloud in the street, in the markets, and at the entrance of the city 
gates. She is talking to the simple ones, scoffers, and fools.  

Teach: God’s wisdom calls out to us everywhere in order to turn us away from 
foolishness and to lead us in wisdom. 

• God’s wisdom calls out to us everywhere . . . Wisdom cries out in the streets, the 
markets, and the city gates. This teaches us that God’s wisdom applies to all of life. God’s 
wisdom is not just something we talk about during Sunday school. God gives us His 
wisdom so that we can learn how to live. God doesn’t just want us to pay attention to 
Him for a couple of hours on Sunday mornings. He wants to teach us wisdom so that we 
can live our whole lives—every hour of every day!—in loving relationship with Him.   

• . . . in order to turn us away from foolishness and to lead us in wisdom. Notice that 
Wisdom cries out to the simple ones, the scoffers, and the fools. Wisdom can take people 
who are foolish and train them to become wise. Sometimes you might feel like you’ve 
made too many mistakes to turn back. But remember what Jesus said in Mark 2:15-17: 
He came to seek and to save lost sinners, not people who have no need for Him. We all 
need Jesus to save us from our sins and we all need God’s wisdom to teach us how to 
truly live. No matter where you are in life, God’s wisdom can reach you and teach you. 
Whenever we hear God’s wisdom, we should turn from our foolishness and walk in the 
wisdom He is giving us. 

Discuss: What have you learned about God’s wisdom recently? Have you been listening to 
God’s wisdom? 

➢ Are there any lessons that you can teach your children from things that 
happened this past week? For example: 

▪ Are they struggling with playing fairly with their siblings or friends? If so, 
teach them about equity and the importance of doing unto others as we 
want them to do to us. Remind them of God’s generosity to us in Christ 
and encourage them to be generous rather than selfish. 

▪ Are they struggling to be honest? Remind them of the cost of dishonesty. 
It is exhausting to live a lie! There is great freedom in the light of the 
truth. Encourage them to walk in the truth. Remind them that it is better to 
confess their sins and remember their hope in Christ than to try to hide 
their sins and live in fear of being found out.  



➢ Take this opportunity to share a story of how God’s wisdom has grown you 
in the workplace, at home, or in some other arena of your life. Help your 
children see how God’s wisdom is not abstract but applies to all of life. 

Proverbs 1:24-33: The Devastating Cost of Not Listening to God’s Wisdom: 

Ask: Why does Wisdom say she will not answer the fools in verses 28-31? 

➢ They refused to listen to her. They hated knowledge and did not choose the fear of 
the Lord.  

▪ They do not really want God’s wisdom. They want to live however they 
choose and then they want to escape the consequences. They have no 
desire to know and to love God.  

Teach: Ignoring God’s wisdom has a great cost. We should listen to God’s wisdom now 
because He is not like a ‘cosmic candy machine.’ 

• Ignoring God’s wisdom has a great cost. God’s wisdom teaches us how to live. Without 
God’s wisdom, we will live a life that ends in disaster and ruin. This is what Solomon 
teaches us in verse 31: the fools will eat the fruit of their way. It will not be good fruit! 
God’s wisdom teaches us how to love Him and how to love our neighbors. His wisdom 
teaches us about what is most important in life. It also teaches us how to respond to 
hardship and suffering. We need God’s wisdom. Without it, we are lost in a broken and 
sinful world. Without it, we will miss out on the joys of knowing God! 

• We should listen to God’s wisdom now because He is not like a ‘cosmic candy 
machine.’ That’s a funny picture isn’t it? But sometimes we are tempted to treat God as 
if He were a giant candy machine. We act as if He is just waiting around for us to insert a 
few ‘prayer quarters’ and then He’ll give us what we want, when we want it. If we treat 
God that way, we are commodifying Him. We don’t want to be in relationship with God. 
We just want to use God to get what we want. This is why some people live their whole 
lives in sin and folly. They ignore God’s wisdom all the time. When they hear about 
God’s wisdom they might say, ‘I’ll listen to that when I’m older. Right now, I just want to 
have fun doing what I want to do!’ 

➢ But what is the problem with living like that? What is the risk of saying, ‘I’ll 
just listen to God’s wisdom later in life?’ 

▪ The risk is that we don’t know how long we have to live. What if you die 
before you repent and turn to God? Even more important, your years of 
living in folly and rebellion may harden your heart so much that you never 



want to turn to God. You may become so stubborn that you are one of the 
people that Wisdom laughs at. Wisdom doesn’t laugh because she is 
making fun of the fools. She laughs because it is incredibly silly to ignore 
God’s wisdom and think that we could somehow find something better on 
our own! 

So, we should listen to God’s wisdom now. We shouldn’t wait. Why would you want to 
wait and miss out on something so wonderful? 

Discuss: Have you ever ignored God’s wisdom? What happened as a result? 

➢ Take this opportunity to share a story of a time when you ignored God’s 
wisdom. Discuss what your experience taught you about the cost of ignoring 
God’s wisdom. Share also how God has been merciful to you as your turned away 
from your folly and returned to His wisdom. 

Review: God’s wisdom calls to us where we live, work, and play to repent and receive His 
assured peace lest we suffer the devastating cost of not listening and continue acting 
foolishly. 

Application 

• Memory Verse: Proverbs 1:23 – “If you turn at my reproof, behold, I will pour out my 
spirit to you; I will make my words known to you.” 

➢ Review Proverbs 1:7 and Galatians 5:22-6:5.  

▪ As you review Proverbs 1:7 with your children, continue to assess their 
understanding of the fear of the Lord from last week’s sermon. You can use 
these facets of the fear of the Lord from Raymond Ortlund’s quote from a few 
sermons ago. The fear of the Lord is: 

- Openness to Him 

- Eagerness to please Him 

- Humility to be instructed by Him 

- Willingness to turn from evil and to change 

- Surrender to His will 

- Part of how we love Him 


