
 

Dear Family at Christ Community Church, 

11 
Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the uncircumcision”

 by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands—

 
12 

remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the  

commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and  

without God in the world. 
13 

But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been  

brought near by the blood of Christ. 
14 

For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one

 and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 
15 

by abolishing the law of  

commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in  

place of the two, so making peace, 
16 

and might reconcile us both to God in one body through

 the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 
17 

And he came and preached peace to you who were 
 

far off and peace to those who were near. 
18 

For through him we both have access in one  

Spirit to the Father. 
19 

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow  

citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 
20 

built on the foundation of  

the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 
21 

in whom the whole  

structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 
22 

In him you also are 

being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 

 

Ephesians 2:11-22 

 

Some of you may be wondering why I didn’t address the current events surrounding the death of 

George Floyd in the worship services recorded for Sunday, 5/31, and 6/7.
1
  This was not an 

intentional oversight or ignoring of what is going on around our country at current. For one, we 

recorded both services as the events were unfolding, and I had not yet watched the video or 

engaged with any of the associated news stories prior to recording. Secondly, I think it’s very 

important for me as the shepherd that serves you in Jesus’ name to seek wisdom from the Holy 

Spirit before speaking with any assumed authority. I’ve been wrestling with this in prayer, 

through God’s Word, and wise counsel from the moment that I watched the video of George 

Floyd’s death on Wednesday night. 

First, let me say that the video was deeply disturbing for a number of reasons. For me, it was the 

lack of violence that struck me so profoundly. There was a cruelty in the display of power that 

lacked compassion that shook me deeply. I wanted desperately to jump in and stop a man from 

losing his life for no apparent or justified reason from what I could see. My helplessness quickly 

gave way to anger and frustration that paved the way for despair and hopelessness in the 

                                                           
1
 We recorded both services early so that Josh could enjoy time away with his family this coming week. 



following couple of days. You may think that this is a bit dramatic for something happening 

across the country outside of our immediate context, however, as we’re now experiencing, this 

event has struck a chord all around the country for good and for ill. I suspect that we should all 

struggle at some level when we witness the loss of the life of any image bearer no matter the 

reason. 

Second, many of you have asked what we can do as you are wrestling with a host of emotions as 

our country continues to struggle under the weight of the COVID-19 pandemic along with all 

that has been ignited from the events in Minneapolis over Memorial Day. A number of things 

have come to mind to help us navigate the present circumstances for the glory of God and the life 

of the world. This is not intended to be an exhaustive list or limit other creative possibilities but 

hopefully serve to help us approach this biblically. 

Prayerfully Seek Wisdom: 

James 1:5-8 directs us to seek wisdom from God “who gives generously to all without reproach” 

trusting in faith that He will guide according to His Word in the power of the Holy Spirit. To this 

end, take the time as we enter into a season of fasting and prayer over this next week to pray for 

wisdom from God about how we can serve as ambassadors of reconciliation both near and far. I 

encourage each of the shepherding groups to include this in your gathered times of prayer for 

each of the days next week. We will also have a time of congregational prayer on Sunday, 

6/14, at 7:30 pm to pray specifically for God to form opportunities for us to participate in 

reconciliation of all kinds. I also encourage you to be praying personally, with your families, 

and with others for God to be glorified and our neighbors loved through our words and deeds. 

Be Quick to Hear, Slow to Speak, and Slow to Anger: 

Further in James 1:19-21, he calls for us, regardless of who we are, to “be quick to hear, slow to 

speak, and slow to anger; for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God” and 

restricts our ability to “receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your 

souls.” One of the great gifts that the Church is called to provide for the world is a patient and 

compassionate ear for its groaning, hurt, and sorrow. We do this as the kingdom of priests 

fashioned in the image of God who never fails to hear our groaning, hurt, and sorrow. This 

means that you have to get out of the echo chambers that are so easy to descend into. Reach out 

in humility to your friends and neighbors who are carrying significant burdens as a result of the 

recent events with Ahmed Aubrey and George Floyd. Weep with those who weep as an act of 

compassion and reminder that they are not alone in this.  

I was struck by having just had a conversation with a friend the day before the Ahmed Aubrey 

video came out about his struggles with feeling comfortable walking around or jogging in his 

own affluent, suburban neighborhood because of the color of his skin. Offer to listen and learn 

from these other perspectives where there is opportunity. Admit when you don’t know what to 

do or say but want to be supportive of your brothers and sisters in Christ struggling under the 



weight of what W.E.B. DuBois in The Souls of Black Folk termed “double consciousness.”
2
 I 

have been encouraged by hearing that many of you have been doing this already. 

Be slow to speak because you have the benefit of being redeemed in Christ meaning that your 

most important plea has been heard eternally on high. We also recognize as James warns us in 

James 3:1-12 that our tongues are the most dangerous weapon that we possess. We must be so 

careful in how we use our words on all sides. This includes what you post on-line as a form of 

communication. Be slow to hit enter on what you share on various platforms taking time to 

prayerfully consider whether or not what you’re posting will evidence both a love for God and 

neighbor. If you aren’t sure, run it past somebody that you know will tell you the truth. 

Frustrations abound in these present circumstances as we struggle with trying to understand the 

host of complexities from a host of perspectives. Even still, be slow to anger that leads to 

bitterness and disunity. I’ve noticed with myself that unhealthy anger prevents me from pursuing 

creative options in and through the Gospel. We need all the creativity we can get in these times 

in order for God to be glorified and the Kingdom to be revealed amidst the present convulsions. 

To this end, James writes clearly in 3:16-18, 

“For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile  

practice. But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, 
 

full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. And a harvest of righteousness is sown  

in peace by those who make peace.” Battle your anger with the means of grace seeking to be 

formed into a vessel for God’s glory as a peace maker and repairer of the streets to dwell in!  

This is not a call to remain silent or not wrestle in wisdom with your frustrations with 

various aspects of what’s going on. What I am calling you to do is seek out safe places to 

wrestle with what you are feeling and seeking to understand in all of this. I’m happy to serve 

you in this in any way that I can as these are valuable conversations for our maturity as 

disciples in Christ. 

Remember Who You Were Without Christ and Are Without the Fruit of the Spirit: 

I’m sure many of you are frustrated at the destructive response of so many throughout the 

country. We cry, “How can this possibly help to loot and burn?!”  This is a valuable question. 

Interestingly as I’ve wrestled with that question internally and with others, I’ve been convicted 

by what was once my self-destructive, nihilistic philosophy as an unbeliever and even my 

frequent destructive response to not being heard or loved or valued. While I may not burn my 

own house down physically, I’m all too capable of destroying the relationships in my home and 

anywhere else I reside when I selfishly pursue my own agenda apart from the fruit of the Spirit. I 

can hurl words like stones. I can selfishly loot the treasury of God’s grace and the love others 
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 Double Consciousness is the internal conflict and division that minorities feel in a majority culture as to their 

identity and sense of self. The constant weight of the divided self leads to loss of meaning and hope in many 

circumstances. 



offer me for my own selfish gains. I’m sure that if you thought about it as well that you would 

discover an angry, destructive rioter lurking in your heart that would set fire to any and every 

relationship or circumstance that renders you helpless and without a voice. Join me in repenting 

of acting as if I don’t understand the destructive, violent response of so many and that I’m 

somehow better than them apart from Christ. 

Remember Who You Are in Union with Christ: 

As the passage from Ephesians 2:11-22 reminds us at the top of this letter, Jesus has formed us 

into one body and people for His purpose. This means that we are more than any of the singular 

identification markers by which we define ourselves and each other. As Paul encourages us in 

Galatians 3:28-29 and Colossians 3:1-11, our primary identification is in Christ and not in the 

various ways we’re categorized. We must resist allowing our differences to do Satan’s work 

rending asunder what Christ has joined together in His crucifixion and resurrection. 

However, this doesn’t mean that those identification markers don’t matter to God who is lavishly 

creative and diverse in expressing His image across nations and cultures. Remember the beauty 

of the worship service in Revelation 7:9-17 where every nation, tribe, people, and tongue praises 

God in Christ! Who we are uniquely grants the grace of God an even more glorious display 

because of our diversity and differences. 

Cultivate the Fruit of the Spirit: 

As you know, a single sermon series will not be all we need on the fruit of the Spirit. However, it 

can serve as a beautiful starting point for us to cultivate and grow in loving God, ourselves, and 

our neighbors for the life of the world. Imagine what our church could look like when we return 

together for in-person worship if we were truly growing in the fruit of the Spirit. Imagine the 

relationships that could be built up and healed. Imagine the joy and peace that would permeate 

our time together. Imagine the patience, kindness, goodness, and gentleness that could serve and 

welcome those in our spheres of influence into the family of God. Imagine being commended for 

our faithfulness and self-control. Better than imagining, join us in cultivating the beloved 

community at Christ Community Church for the redemptive purposes of our Savior and King!  

Grace and Peace, 

Cameron 


