
Dear Family at Christ Community Church, 

17 And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were  
near. 18 For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no
 longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the  

household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus  
himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows  

into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling  
place for God by the Spirit. 

Ephesians 2:17-22 

I have been humbled as I have talked to a number of you this week as your first concern has been 
how you and we can be of service to others who may be suffering economically, physically, and/
or spiritually as a result of the coronavirus and the associated restrictions. As I was reading 
Ephesians 2 this week, your deep desire to help others during this current season of suffering 
helps me to see afresh the beauty of our fellow citizenship with each other as God’s children in 
His household. Our longing to assuage the suffering of others reveals both the love of God and 
the heart of Jesus. In this, we display one of the key purposes of the Church in a fallen world 
between the Now and the Not Yet. 

To this end, I think it would be good for us to try to get our bearings with the information that we 
have so far. It appears that the economic impacts will come in swells that could be rolling in for 
the next year to year and a half. No one knows how long any of this will go on, however, we do 
know from other historical examples that changes in the global economy take significant 
amounts of time to correct.  

As I am not an economist, I’m simplistically summarizing the thoughts of those much more 
equipped than I on this topic. Forgive where I both oversimplify and turn out to be inexact. The 
first swell will hit over the next few weeks for those who have been furloughed or laid off with 
minimal resource replacement. This category is primarily made up of hospitality workers and 
services deemed high risk for the spread of the virus and non-essential. The next swell will 



probably hit in the 2-4 month window as businesses, churches, and individuals deplete their 
reserves with little to no income coming in. The third swell may hit around the 6 month mark as 
non-essential supply chains become affected by the focus of production, stocking, and shipping 
shifts to essential supplies. Additional swells may follow for various reasons up to a year to a 
year-and-a-half depending on how long certain services are suspended and groups of various 
sizes limited.  

Given that it appears that we are in for what some have deemed an extended economic winter or 
even little Ice Age, we think it wise to pace ourselves and seek to be wise in distributing 
resources and serving others during this protracted season. One of the hallmarks of our church 
has been generosity and the willingness to meet the needs of others as they arise. Our desire is to 
continue to cultivate that hallmark recognizing that the resources may be limited and the needs 
profound. The priorities listed below are not intended to be purely linear or mean that we would 
only meet the need of a lower priority after fulfilling all other higher priorities. These priorities 
are intended to give us some banks of the river and help us to see that some hard choices and 
decisions may have to be made amidst what will likely be a vast array of needs competing for 
limited resources. 

Our first priority is to serve those in our congregation who may have needs. As previously stated 
in other letters, the staff is working through our current members and regular attendees to assess 
the potential needs within the first two swells. We are keeping track of what we find so as to be 
able to provide aid as needed. These are difficult conversations to have as so much is unknown 
and so many of us are still in a state of shock of some kind. Some may not want their needs to be 
made public so the best way for you to help in this case is to give to our Mercy Fund which you 
can give to on-line here: https://app.securegive.com/ChristCommunityCobb/main/donate/
category. Our plan is to continue throughout to be checking in to ask specifically how we can 
help as fellow family members at CCC.  

Our second priority is those that we currently support through Faith Promise. Many of them will 
feel the effects of this in that second and third swell. We want to be in a position to help them 
continue the ministry to which the Lord has called them as best we can. These needs will be 
made known as we hear about them. The best way for you to help in these cases is to continue to 
be faithful to giving to Faith Promise as previously committed and to be generous where the 
opportunities arise. You can use the same link from above and designate your gift as Missions / 
Faith Promise. 

Our third priority is helping the churches within the NorthWest Georgia Presbytery where 
possible as some may struggle in the second and third swells. I plan to reach out this week to the 
leadership of our presbytery in an effort to be proactive in assessing these potential needs. These 
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needs will also be made known to you and would be addressed primarily through the Mercy 
Fund.  

Our fourth priority is helping in the various communities in which we reside and have spheres of 
influence. As we are made aware of various needs that we can share with you all, we will post 
them on our Missional Opportunities and Resources page that you can access here:  https://
www.christcommunitycobb.org/missional-resources. Individual needs will be shared as allowed 
and appropriate. Again, the Mercy Fund is the best place to give for these needs.  

As a result of what appears to be an extended time in which many will be in need, the session 
made the decision on Saturday to place the concern for a permanent facility and associated 
fundraising on hold for the time being. This could span the rest of 2020 depending on how long 
restrictions are in place and economic impacts swell through. This will allow us to focus all of 
our energy and resources on shepherding and the needs that may arise during this time.  

I’m again reminded of Ephesians 2 and Paul’s declaration that we are being formed by all of this 
into a permanent facility for the presence of God by the Holy Spirit in union with Christ. How 
we love and serve one another during this time will only serve to beautify Christ’s Church both 
for the life of the world and for the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. What a glorious opportunity to 
be a holy temple in the Lord, a sacred canopy for refuge with our Abba Father! 

Grace and Peace, 

Cameron
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